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NOTE BY THE COMMITTEE ON PUBLICATION. 


It is perceived, with regret, that some few typographical errors have escaped de- 
tection, and will appear in the first impressions. These have been corrected when 
discovered ; and if others yet should be found, the notice of them will be received as 
a favour, and they will be amended. 

If any errors of a graver character, in the reports or debates, Bhould appear, the 
Committee take occasion to say, that they have not happened through any want of 
diligence in seeking for the true reading of the manuscript reports, or the true mean- 
ing of a speaker, from the notes of the stenographer. It is, however, felt, that errors 
in the sense may possibly have happened, in printing reports drawn up in many dif- 
ferent, and often obscure hand-writings ; and in debates of speakers, whose mean- 
ing may in possible cases have been misapprehended. Some of the speakers who 
are nearest and most accessible, and whose employments permitted, have been so 
kind as to revise the notes taken of their remarks. But in this respect, gentlemen 
who live remote from the place of publication, have suffered a wrong, unavoidable 
certainly, but which the Committee cannot reflect upon without regret, and which 
it is the principal object of this note to acknowledge. For, it has happened in sev- 
eral instances, that some doubt or obscurity has been discovered in the notes of a gentle- 
man’s remarks ; but discovered so late, that recourse to him could not be had for expla- 
nation, without delaying the publication. Mean th^ jc ca 11 JCoe jfae p ron 
ceedings has been lou d an d urgent ; the CorffmTttee thought it safer to omit some 
speeches than to^h the HslrSf~imypeven small, errors in the sense ; and in this 
manner, injustice has been done to gentlemen residing at a distance, by omitting 
valuable remarks ; and injustice to the public also, by presenting the debates less full 
and perfect than was expected. Sometimes a part only of a speaker’s remarks has 
been inserted, thereby intending to exclude a paragraph, which it was feared did not 
correctly express his idea. 

Among the gentlemen whose remarks, or some of them, are thus omitted, it may 
not be improper to name, Mr. Dexter, of Michigan ; Mr. Miles, of Erie, in Pennsyl- 
vania, and Mr. Jones of the same state; Mr. Hanna, of Ohio; Mr. Armstrong, of 
New York; Mr. Strong, of Connecticut; Mr. Morse, and Mr. M’Culloch, of New 
Jersey ; and if there are still others whose names were not known, it is hoped they 
will be indulgent for the omission, considering the difficulty which the reporter ex- 
perienced in learning names, in an assemblage of men so intensely occupied, and so 
soon dissolved. The Committee think it just to make an unsolicited acknowledg- 
ment of the ability, intelligence, and attention of Mr. Marcus T. C. Gould, stenographer 
to the Convention. 

It remains only to say, that arrangements are made with the publishers to print in 
future impressions, such additional speeches or remarks' a? may be furnished, and to 
correct errata that may be pointed out ; and that for these purposes, communications 
maybe sent to Samuel M. Hopkins, Albany; William H. Mat nard, Utica, or 
Harman Dennt, Pittsburgh. 

20 th October , 1830. 


% 

M182034 
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STATE ANTI-MASONIC COMMITTEES 


lir pursuance of a resolution of the Convention, the following list is published, though imper- 
fect. It is requested that perfect lists of all the State Committees may be furnished as soon as 
possible* in order that the following may be corrected accordingly. 

VERMONT. 

Martin Flint, ) 

Lebbeus Edgerton, \ Randolph, Orange County. 

, Calvin Blodget, ) 


Abner Phelps, 

John D. Williams, 
George Odiorne, 
Henry Gassett, 
William Marston, 
Thomas Waliey, 
Benjamin W. Lamb, 


Walter Paine, Jun. 
Christopher Spencer, 
John Prentice, 

John Hall, 

John Foster, 


MASSACHUSETTS. 

Ebenezer Withington, 
John P. Whitwell, 
Benjamin V. French, 
Daniel Weld, 
Jonathan French, 
Jacob Hall. 


RHODE ISLAND. 

Josiah Ward well, 
Wyllis Ames, 

Daniel Matthewson, 
Lemuel Steere, 
Lodowick L. Thurston. 


CONNECTICUT. 

Jonathan W. Edwards, ) Stephen F. Palmer, Ashford, 

Gaius Lyman, > Hartford. Sidney Wadsworth, Farmington, 

N. D. Strong, ) ' Henry Perkins, Salem. 

Calvin Barber, Simsbury, 


OHIO. 

Jonathan Sloane, ) George B. Depeyster, 

Frederick Wadsworth, > Ravenna, Portage Co. Gregory Powers, Jun. 
Cyrus Prentiss, / ) 


PENNSYLVANIA. 


Geo. W. Harris. 

Francis Wyeth, 

Valentine Hummel, 

Lee Montgomery, 

John Fox. 

Aaron Bombaugh, 

John A. Wier, 

Archibald Orme, (Dauphin,) 
Philip Fishbum. . 

NEW YORK. 


Harvy Ely, ^ 

F. F. Bachus, J 

Thurlow Weed, Albany , 

Bates Cooke, Lewiston , 
Timothy Fitch, Batavia. 

NEW JERSEY. 



Jacob Mann, Morristown. 

ALABAMA. 


Bolling Hall, ) 

Samuel S. Graham, > Coosada . 

Absalom Jackson, ) 

Lewis Johnson, > 

Joseph Babcock, ] ^oimba, 

W. R. Norrison, 

William Hewes, 1 

A. P. M ‘Curdy, > Cahawba. 

Thomas G. Gill, 1 

E. Pickens, J 
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UNITED STATES' 


ANTI-MASONIC CONVENTION. 


Philadelphia , Saturday , September 11, 1830. 

Ninety-six Delegates* to the United States Anti-masonic Convention, 'as- 
sembled in the District Court Room, in the city of Philadelphia, on the 11th of 
September, 1830, at- 12 o’clock, m. — O n motion of Frederick Whittlesey, of 
the state of New York, it was resolved, that the Convention be organized by ap- 
pointing a President, four Vice-Presidents, and two Secretaries ; whereupon 
the following gentlemen were unanimously appointed, viz : 

FRANCIS GRANGER, of the state of New York, - - - President . 

JOSEPH RITNER, of the state of Pennsylvania, - Is* V. President . 

ABNER PHELPS, of the state of Massachusetts, - 2df V. President . 

ROBERT HANNA, of the state of Ohio, - - - - 3 d V. President . 

SAMUEL W. DEXTER, of the territory of Michigan, 4th V, President . 

JOHN CLARKE, of the state of Pennsylvania, - - - ) « • . . 

NOBLE D. STRONG, of the state ^Connecticut, - - f ™ cretanes ' 

The Convention being organized, prayer wasNoffered by the Rev. Moses 
Thacher, of Massachusetts. , - * *— ■ * 

On motion of Mr. Whittlesey, — Resolved, that a Committee of one from 
each state and territory here represented, be appointed to lay before this Con- 
vention the subjects proper for its consideration. 

Messrs. Phelps, of Massachusetts, Messrs. Wadsworth, of Ohio, 

Terry, of Connecticut, Vanderpool, of New Jersey, 

Whittlesey, of New- York, # Dexter, of Michigan, 

Todd, of Pennsylvania, Slifer of Maryland, 

Clark, of Vermont, Kirk, of Delaware, 

Paine, of Rhode Island, 
were appointed said Committee. 

The Convention then adjourned to 4 o’clock, p. m. 

The same day, at 4 o’clock, p. m. the Convention met pursuant to adjourn- 
ment. Samuel P. Lyman, a delegate from the state of New York, and Na- 
thaniel B. Boileau, and Alexander Plummer, delegates from the state of Penn- 
sylvania, appeared and took their seats. 

Mr. Phelps, from the Committee, to lay before this Convention, the subjects 
proper for its consideration, reported in part, by the following resolutions, viz : 

1st. Resolved , that a Committee of five be appointed, to prepare and report 
rules and orders, for the more convenient regulation of the proceedings of this 
Convention. 

2d. Resolved , that a Committee of one fr*m each state and territory here re- 
presented, be appointed to report whether it is expedient to elect honorary mem- 
bers of this Convention ; how many, and who are proper persons to be so 
elected ; and under what restrictions, if any, they are to take seats in this Con- 
vention. 

3d. Resolved , that a Committee be appointed, consisting of all the seceding 


* Note by the publishing Committee: — The names of members this day attending, are not 
here inserted, as the names of all who attended the Convention, will appear subscribed to the 
address at the end of this volume. 
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ma&oti£ ’Belonging to ‘this 'Convention, to report a summary of freemasonry ; 
embracing the prominent points in each degree, sufficient to show the nature, 
principles, and tendency of the institution ; and that the correctness of the same 
be certified by each member of the Committee, according to the number of de- 
grees he has taken. 

4th. Resolved , that a Committee of five be appointed, to inquire and report* 
when, where , and for what purposes , freemasonry was first instituted ; what has 
b$en its progress; where it has flourished most; and what is now the most 
probable number of the fraternity, in each county where it exists, 
s 5th. Resolved , that a Committee of five be appointed, to inquire and report 
> / v what have been the pretensions of freemasonry, and how supported by facts. 

'a* 6th. Resolved , that a Committee of five be appointed, to take into considera- 
tion the true nature of masonic oaths or obligations ; and to report whether they 
are, or are not, religiously, morally, or legally binding ; and whether they are, 
or are not, in collision with the higher obligations of duty and allegiance, which 
^every good citizen is under, to support the constitution and laws of his country. _ 

7th. Resolved , that a Committee of five be appointed, to examine the evi- 
dence, as to the truth of the disclosures contained in a work published by Elder 
David Bernard, entitled, “ Light on Masonry ;” and to report thereon. _ . 

8th. Resolved, that a Committee of five be appointed, to report a succint and 
lucid account of the abduction and murder of William Morgan ; and of the 
conduct, and measures adopted by the fraternity, jointly and individually, to 
prevent a conviction in courts of justice, of their more prominent fellow-masons, 
in that abduction and murder. 

9th. Resolved , that a Committee of five be appointed, to consider and report, 
whether an adherence to the oaths or obligations of freemasonry, does or does 
not, disqualify a man for the impartial discharge of all important offices in the 
gift of the people, according to the true nature of our free institutions. 

10th. Resolved , that a Committee of five be appointed, to report upon the 
effects of freemasonry on the Christian religion. 

, * \Y '11th. Resolved , that a Committee of six be appointed, to consider the nature 
and spirit of anti-masonry, from the disclosures of Professor Robison, and the 
Abbe Barruel, to the present time ; the arguments used by freemasons, in sup- 
port of their institution ; and the iqeans resorted to by the fraternity, to prevent 
/inquiry into the principles, nature,; and tendency of the order, and to report 
^thereon. | 

12th. Resolved , that a Committee of five be appointed, to report what mea- 
sures can constitutionally and properly be used, to effectuate the extinction of 
freemasonry ; to guard against its revival ; and to secure our free institutions 
against the future insidious assaults of all secret societies ; and to report an 
address on those subjects to the people of the United States. 

13th. Resolved , that a Committee of five be appointed, to prepare and report 
resolutions, expressive of the sentiments of this Convention, on the subject of 
freemasonry ; and that each member of this body be requested to aid said Com- 
mittee, by furnishing such resolutions as he may think proper. 

14th. Resolved, that a Committee of five be appointed, to consider and re- 
port the best system of a national correspondence of anti-masons, for the sQc 
purpose of diffusing information extensively on the subject of freemasonry, and 
of other secret combinations, against the equal rights of mankind and our free 
institutions. 

Thereupon ordered, that the said report be accepted, and that Committees 
be appointed accordingly. 

On motion of Mr. Ruggles, Resolved, that a Committee of five be appointed, 
to report a mode for raising funds amongst the members of this Convention, to 
defray its contingent expenses. Thereupon, 
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Messrs. Buggies* of Massachusetts, Messrs. Whitney, of New-Yorkj 
Manchester, of New York, Walker, of Pennsylvania, 

Boyd, of Ohio, 

were appointed said Committee. 

The Convention adjourned to Monday next, at 10 o’clock, a. m. then to 
meet in the saloon of the Musical Fund Hall, in this city. 

Monday, September 13th, 1830, the Convention met pursuant tojadjoum- 
jxient. — Prayer, by the Rev. Caleb Green, of New York. 

William H. Maynard, and George H. Bough ton, delegates from the state fcf 
New York ; Martin Flint, a delegate from the state of Vermont; Samuel Leidy, 
a delegate from the state of Pennsylvania ; and Nahum Hardy, a delegate 
from Ike state of Massachusetts, appeared and tqok their seats. . 

The Committees, upon the several resolutions passed on Saturday, were An- 
nounced by the President^ as follows : 


On the 1st resolution, 

Messrs. Denny, of Pennsylvania, 
Rose, of New York, 
Lazell, of Massachusetts, 
On the 2d resolution, 

Messrs. Clarke, of Vermont, 

Holley, of Connecticut, 
Bancroft, of New York, 
Ailing, of New Jersey, 
Middleswarth, of Penn. 
Kirk, of Delaware, 


Messrs. Storrs, of Connecticut, 
Kelley, of Ohio. 


Messrs. Dexter, of Michigan, 
Wadsworth, of Ohio, 
Slifer, of Maryland, 

Paine, of Rhode Island, 
Bigelow, of Massachusetts. 


On the 3d resolution, the Committee being ordered to consist of seceding 
masons, the following gentlemen constituted the same, namely, 

Messrs. Thacher, of Massachusetts, Messrs. Read, of New York, 


Merrick, of Do. 

Strong, of Connecticut, 
Barber, of Do. 

Flint, of Vermont, 

Ward, of New York, 

On the 4th resolution, 

Messrs. Ward, of New York, 

Stevens, of Pennsylvania, 
Loveland, of Vermont, 

On the 5th resolution, 

Messrs. Oliver, of Massachusetts, 
Teny, of Connecticut, 

St. John, of New York, 

* On the 6th resolution, 

Messrs. Hopkins, of New York, 
Sheldon, of Do. 

Ogle, of Pennsylvania, 

On the 7th resolution, 

Messrs. Morris, of New; York, 
Flint, of Vermont, 
Rhoads, of Pennsylvania, 
On the 8th resolution, 

Messrs. Whittlesey, of New York, 
Irwin, of Pennsylvania, 
Cooke, of New York, 


Bernard, of Do. 
Armstrong, of Do. 
Morse, of New Jersey, 
Slifer, of Maryland. 


Messrs. M’Culloch, of New Jersey, 
Longley, of Massachusetts. 


Messrs. Gillett, of Ohio, 

Brittin, of New Jersey- 


Messrs. Potts, of Pennsylvania, 

Thacher, of Massachusetts. 


Messrs. Morton, Massachusetts, 
Perkins, of Connecticut. 


Messrs. Conger, of New Jersey, 
Sabin, of Vermont. 
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On the 9th resolution, 

Messrs. Boileau, of Pennsylvania, 
Taylor, of New York, 

— Walker, of Massachusetts, 

t5n the 10th resolution, 

Messrs. Maynard, of New York, 

Thacher, of Massachusetts, 
Loveland, of Vermont, 

On the 11th resolution, 

Messrs. Jones, of Pennsylvania, 
Sweet, of New York, 

C. Green, of Do. 

On the 12th resolution, 

Messrs. Holley, of New York, 
Slade, of Vermont, 

Line, of Pennsylvania, 

On the I3th resolution, 

Messrs. Ellmaker, of Pennsylvania, 
Seward, of New York, 
Vanderpool, of New Jersey, 
On the I4th resolution, 

Messrs. Todd, of Pennsylvania, 

Burbank, of Massachusetts, 
Stanton, of New York, 


Messrs. Greenough, of Pennsylvania, 
' Barber, of Connecticut. 


Messrs. Kirk, of Delaware, 

T. C. Green, of New York. 


Messrs. Boyd, of Ohio, 

Goffe, of Massachusetts, 
Thacher, of Do. 

Messrs. Gassett, of Massachusetts, 
Curtenhis, of New York.* 


Messrs. Lawyer, of New York, 

Peters, of Massachusetts. 


Messrs. Nichols, of Connecticut, 
Adams, of Massachusetts. 


Mr. Denny, from the Committee on rules and orders, reported the following* 
to be standing rules of the Convention, namely, 

L The President shall take the chair at the hour to which the Convention 
shall stand adjourned ; and upon the appearance of a quorum, shall direct the 
minutes of the preceding day to be read. 

II. The President shall preserve order and decorum ; shall decide questions 
of order, subject to an appeal to the Convention ; shall appoint all Committees, 
unless otherwise ordered by the Convention. 

1IL All motions and addresses shall be made to the President. 

IV. No motion shall be debated, or put, unless the same shall be seconded ; 
it shall then be stated by the President; and every motion shall be reduced to 
writing, on the request of the President, or any member. 

V. If two or more members shall rise at once, the President shall name the 
member who is first to speak. 

VI. No member shall be referred by name in any debate. 

VII. No member shall be interrupted while speaking, except by a call to 
order by the President, or by a member through the President; when the mem- 
ber called to order shall resume his seat, until permitted by the President to 
proceed. 

VIIL Any member making a motion, may withdraw it before the question 
shall betaken, and before amendment made. 

IX. All questions shall be put in the order they are moved, except in cases 
of amendment and filling up blanks, when the amendment last proposed, the 
highest number, and longest time, shall be first put. 

X. The previous question shall be always in order ; and until decided, shall 
preclude all amendment and debate of the main question, and shall be in this 
form, “shall the main question be now put 1” 

XI. A motion to adjourn, shall always be in order, and shall be decided 
without debate. 
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XII. No member shall speak more than twice on the same question, without 
eave. 

XIII. No motion for reconsideration shall be in order, unless moved by a 
member who voted with the majority. 

Thereupon, Resolved , that the same be adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Strong, Resolved , that a Committee of three be appointed, 
to receive the proceedings of this Convention, from the minutes of the Secre- 
taries and reporter, and prepare them for publication. 

Messrs. Slade, of Vermont, Mr. Denny, of Pennsylvania, 

Hopkins, of New York, 
were appointed said Committee. 

On motion of Mr. Irwin, resolved, that a Committee of five be appointed, to 
inquire and report concerning the bearing and effect of the ties and obligations 
of freemasonry upon the commerce and revenue of the United States. 

Messrs. Irwin, of Pennsylvania, Messrs. Ellis, of New York, 

J. Williams, of New York, Bogardus, of do. 

Rising, of Vermont, 
were appointed said Committee. 

A sealed communication was presented by Mr. Adams, from Samuel G. An- 
derton, of Boston, addressed to the President of the Convention, which was 
referred to a Committee of three, consisting of Mr. Ruggles, Mr. Maynard, 
and Mr. Adams. Agreeable to a verbal report of said Committee, the com- 
munication was subsequently read, and ordered to be embodied in the minutes 
of this Convention.* 

On motion of Mr. Sweet, Resolved , that a Committee of be appointed 

to inquire into the pecuniary circumstances of the widow and children of Wil- 
liam Morgan ; whose duty it shall be to report to this Convention what measures 
should be pursued, if any, fof* their support. Thereupon, ordered, that the said 
resolution be laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, Resolved , that a Committee of five be appointed, 
to inquire as to the influence of fremasonry on the public press ; and whether it 
be expedient for this Convention to adopt any measures in relation thereto. 

Messrs. Taylor, of New York, Messrs. Schenck, of New Jersey, 

Todd, of Pennsylvania, Slifer, of Maryland, * 

W. Williams, of New York, 
were appointed said Committee. 

The Convention proceeded to consider the resolution this day submitted, re- 
specting the pecuniary circumstances of the widow and children of William 
Morgan. 

And thereupon, ordered that the same be rejected. ^ ~ 

On motion of Mr, Barlow, ordered, that a list of the members of this Con- 
vention, be prepared by the Secretaries ; and that 500 copies be printed for the 
use of the members. 

Then the Convention adjourned, to 9 o’clock, to-morrow morning. 

Tuesday, September 14, 1830. — The Convention met pursuant to adjourn- 
ment. — Prayer by the Rev. Joseph Goffe, of Massachusetts. 

Pliny Merrick, a delegate from the state of Massachusetts, and Charles 
Starr, a delegate from the State of New York, appeared, and took their seats. 

Mr. Clark, from the Committee cm the admission of honorary members, 
made a report, which he read in his place ; and which, being amended, was 
adopted as a resolution as follows : 

Resolved , that gentlemen friendly to the cause for which this Coven tion is 

* See Appendix. 
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assembled, from states and territories not here represented, or from such as 
have not a full representation, may be invited to take seats in this Convention ; 
and that those from states not represented, may debate, but no such persons to 
have a vote, in any case. 

On motion of Mr. Maynard, Resolved , that no person shall be presented to 
this Convention, for admission as an honorary member, from any state or ter- 
, ritory, represented in this Convention, except by the delegation thereof; nor 
unless a majority of such delegation shall have agreed to recommend such per- 
( son for admission. 

Mr. Whittlesey, from the Committee on the abduction and murder of Wil- 
liam Morgan, made a report, which he read in his place. 

Thereupon, ordered, that the said report do lie upon the table. 

Mr. Ward, from the Committee on the time and place of the origin of free- 
masonry, and for what purposes instituted, made a report, which he read in 
his place. 

Thereupon, ordered, that the said report be adopted.* . 

Then the Convention adjourned to 4 o’clock, p. m. 

The same day, 4 o’clock, p. m. the Convention met pursuant to adjourn- 
ment. 

Samuel Parke, a delegate from the state of Pennsylvania appeared and took 
his seat. 


n, | of 
h > 


Massachusetts, and 


Thomas Baldwin, ) ~ n , Asaph Price, 

t u d p u > of Delaware,* George Allen, 

Joshua B. Gibbons, ) Paul Barney, 

Joshua Lindley, 1 
Hon. Mr. Shepard, > of North Carolina. 

“ u Pettengrew, ) 
were introduced as honorary members. 

Mr. Whittlesey from the Committee, to lay before this Convention subjects 
proper for its consideration, further reported by resolution, as follows : 

Resolved , that a Committee of one from each state and territory, here repre- 
sented, be appointed to consider and report, on the expediency of having can- 
didates nominated by the Anti-masonic party, for the Presidency, and Vice 
Presidency of the United States, previous to the next election ; and on the 
manner , time , and place , of making such npmination. 

Thereupon, ordered, that the said resolution be adopted, and, 

Messrs. Ellmaker, of Penn. Messrs. Wadsworth, of Ohio, 

Maynard, of New York, Slifer, of Maryland, 

Merrick, of Massachusetts, Kirk, of Delaware, 

Holley, of Connecticut, - Dexter, of Michigan, 

Slade, of Vermont, Paine, of Rhode Island, 

Vanderpool, of New Jersey, 
were appointed said Committee. 

Mr. Hopkins from the Committee on masonic oaths, made a report which he 
read in his place. 

Thereupon, ordered, that the said report do lie upon the table. 

Then the Convention adjourned to 9 o’clock, to-morrow morning. 

Wednesday, September 15, 1830, the Convention met pursuant to adjourn- 
ment. — Prayer by Rev. Mr. Sabin, of Vermont. 

Lebbeus Armstrong, David Bernard, and Thomas C. Green, delegates from 
the state of New York ; and Ebenezer Currier, and Daniel Gilbert, delegates 
from the state of Ohio, appeared and took their seats. 



* This, and the other reports, adopted by the Convention, will be found in a subsequent part 
this volume. — Note by the Committee. 
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Mr, Thacher from the Committee on the spirit of Anti-masonry, made a re- 
port which he read in his place. 

Thereupon, ordered, that the said report do lie upon the table. 

Mr. Oliver from the Committee on the pretensions of freemasomy, made a 
report which he read in his place. 

Thereupon, ordered, that the said report be adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Seward, Resolved, that a Committee of one from each state 
and territory, here represented, be appointed to make out and report a concise 
account of the progress and present state of Anti-masonry throughout the 
United States ; and, 

Messrs. Seward, of New York, Messrs. Hall, of Rhode Island, 

Ogle, of Pennsylvania, Ailing, of New Jersey, 

Terry, of Connecticut, Kirk, of Delaware, 

Kelly, of Ohio, Slifer, of Maryland, 

Walker, of Massachusetts, Dexter of Michigan, 

Clark, of Vermont, 
were appointed said Committee. 

The report of Mr. Whittlesey, from the Committ©e*T5iTthe abduction and 
murder "of William Morgan, yesterday laidjui^tfie table, was called up and 
adopted. 

Then the Convention adjourned to 4 o’clock, p. m. 

The same day 4 o’clock, p. m. the Convention met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Ruggles from the Committee on the mode of defraying the contingent 
expenses of the Convention, reported by resolution, as follows : 

Resolved , that a Committee of five be appointed to raise money, by voluntaiy 
subscription from the members of this Convention, to defray the necessary ex- 
penses of the same ; and that said Committee make the disbursements which 
, ^they may deem necessary for that purpose, and pay* over the balance that may 
.<n#main in their hands at the rising of this Convention, to the publishing Com- 
mittee. 

Thereupon, ordered, that the said resolution be adopted. 

The Committee which made the foregoing report, were on motion of Mr. 
Whittlesey* constituted the Committee on the resolution aforesaid. 

On motion of Mr. Read, Resolved , that a Committee of three, be appointed 
to report, at what time the business of this Convention will admit of an adjourn- 
ment, sine die ; and 

Messrs. Read, of New York, Mr. Wadsworth, of Ohio, 

Clark, of Vermont, 
were appointed said Committee. 

Mr. Armstrong, from the Committee of the seceding masons, on a summary 
of freemasonry,' made a report, which he read in his place. 

Thereupon, ordered, that the said report do lie upon the table. 

Mr. Holley, from the Committee, on an address, &c. made a report, which 
he read in his place* 

Thereupon ordered, that the said report, do lie upon the table. 

Then the Convention adjourned to 9 o’clock, to-morrow morning. 

Thursday, September 16, 1830, the Convention met pursuant to adjourn- 
ment. — Prayer by Rev. Mr. Armstrong, of New York. 

Mr. Read, from the Committee on adjournment, reported by resolutions, as 
follows : 

Resolved , that this Convention will adjourn, sine die , on Friday evening next, 
at 6 o’clock. 

Thereupon, ordered, that the said resolution be adopted. 
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Mr. Taylor, from the Committee on die state of the press, dee. made a re- 
port, which he read in his place. 

Thereupon, ordered, that the said report be adopted. 

Mr. Seward, from the Committee on resolutions, made a report, which he 
read in his place. 

Thereupon, ordered, that the said report do lie upon the table. 

Mr. Walker, from the Committee on masonic oaths disqualifying for office* | 
made a report which he read in his place. ' i 

Thereupon, ordered, that the said report do lie upon the table. 

The report of Mr. Hopkins on the obligatory nature of masonic oaths, was 
called up and adopted. | 

On motion of Mr. Holley, of New York, Resolved , that the thanks of this 
Convention, be respectfully tendered to John Thompson and Jacob Shearer* 
Esqrs. commissioners of the city and county of Philadelphia, for their courteous 
permission to hold the meetings of this body in the district court room : and 
that the Secretaries be requested to furnish them with a copy of thi9 resolution. 

The report of Mr. Holley, from the Committee on the address, &c. yester- 
day laid on the table, was called up and adopted. 

On motion, Resolved , unanimously, that the names of the members of the 
Convention, be subscribed to the said address. 

John Moore White, of New Jersey, was introduced as an honorary member. 

Mr. Ellmaker, from the Committee on the nomination of candidates for the 
Presidency and vice Presidency of the United States, made a report, which 
he read in his place. 

Thereupon, ordered, that the same do lie upon the table. . 

Then the Convention adjourned to 4 o’clock, p. m. 

The same day, 4 o’clock, p. m. the Convention met pursuant to adjournment. 

Jonathan Kearsley, of Michigan, was introduced as an honorary member. 

The report of Mr. Armstrong, from the Committee of seceding masons, on a 
summary of freemasonry was called up, and on motion of Mr. Read, recom- 
mitted, to the same Committee. 

On motion of Mr. Hopkins, Resolved the Committee of seceding masons, 

to whom it was referred to report, a summary of the prominent points in each 
degree of freemasonry, and that the same be certified by each member, accord- 
ing to the number of degrees taken, be instructed and empowered to prepare 
such summary, when time may permit, after the rising of this Convention, and 
that the same being prepared and sent from hand to hand, made correct, and 
certified by* the signature of each seceding masonic member, according to his 
degree, be transmitted to the Committee of publication, and be published with 
die other proceedings. 

The report of Mr. Thacher, from the Committee, on the spirit on Anti-ma- 
sonry, was called up and adopted. 

Mr. Morris, from the Committee on the disclosures of freemasonry, made a 
report, which he read in his place : thereupon, ordered, that the same be adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Slade, the report on the nomination of candidates lor the 
Presidency and vice Presidency of the United States, was recommitted, to the 
sam e Committee. 

The report of Mr. Walker, upon the disqualifications for civil office by ma- 
sonic oaths, was called up and adopted. 

Then the Convention adjourned to 9 o’clock, to-morrow morning. 

Friday* September 17, 1830, the Convention met pursuant to adjournment.—* 
Prayer by the Rev. Mr. Morse, of New Jersey. 

Mr. Irwin, from the Committee on the effects of masonic ties and obligations, 
f|i the commerce and revenue of the United States, asked, that said Committee 
' lie discharged from the further consideration thereof. 
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Thereupon, ordered, that the said Committee be discharged accordingly. 

Mr. Slade, from the Committee on the Presidential nomination, made a far- 
ther report, more concisely presenting the views of the former report of the 
said Committee, which he read in his place. 

Thereupon, ordered, that the said report be adopted. 

Mr. Todd, from the Committee on national correspondence made a report, 
which he read in his place. 

Thereupon, ordered, that the said report be adopted, 
and, Messrs. Henry Dana Ward, 

Samuel St. John, 

Henry Cotheai, 
were appointed a national Committee of correspondence. 

The report of Mr. Seward, from the Committee on resolutions, yesterdhy laid 
on the table, was called up and adopted. 

Mr. Seward, from the Committee on the progress and present state of Anti- 
masonry, made a report, which he read in his place. 

Thereupon, ordered, that the said report be adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Hopkins, the report of Mr. Morris, from the Committee 
on the disclosures of freemasonry, adopted yesterday, was reconsidered. 

Mr. Bernard then read a communication from.N. N. Whiting, of New York, 
on the upper degrees of masonry. The communication was ordered to be ap- 
pended to the said report, and published with it, and the report, so amended, 
was again adopted. 

The Convention then adjourned to 4 o’clock, p. m. 

The same day, at 4 o’clock, p. m. the Convention met pursuant to adjourn* 
* ment. 

On motion of Mr. Holley, of New York, Resolved , that the estimate, which 
Anti-masonry places upon the rights of election and the liberty of the press, as 
the two main pillars in the temple of our liberties, is established, undeniably, by 
every page of our own history, and most strikingly illustrated by the recent re- 
volution in France. 

On motion of Mr. Slade, Resolved , that this Convention earnestly recom- 
mend to the several state Anti-masonic Committees, to take immediate mea- 
sures to solicit contributions throughout their respective states, by the agency 
" of their county and town committees, for the gratuitous dissemination of intel- 
ligence on the subject of freemasonry. 

On motion of Mr. Boileau, Resolved , that the address to the people of the 
United States, and such of the other proceedings, as the publishing Committee 
may select, be published in the German language. 

Mr. Slade was excused from further service on the publishing Committee ; 
and Mr. Maynard added to said Committee. 

On motion of Mr. Stevens, Resolved , that the publishing Committee trans- 
' mit to each member of this Convention, fifty copies of the, proceedings, or as 
many as the funds raised, will warrant. 

Mr. Maynard, from the Committee on the effects of freemasonry on the 
Christian religion, made a report, which he read in his place. 

Thereupon, ordered, that the said report be adopted. 

Mr. Terry moved a resolution of thanks to the President ; whereupon the 
question being put by the first Vice Presiden, it was Resolved unanimously , that 
the thanks of this Convention be presented to the Hon. Francis Granger, for the 
able, faithful, and dignified manner in which he has presided over its delibera- 
tions. 

On motion of Mr. Seward, it was Resolved unanimously , that the thanks of 
this Convention be presented to the Vice Presidents, for their dignified and 


of New York city, 
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able, and to the Secretaries, for their faithful and correct discharge of their 
several duties, during the session of this Convention. 

Thereupon, the Convention adjourned, tine die . 


APPENDIX. 

LETTER FROM SAMUEL G. ANDERTQN REFERRED 
TO IN THE JOURNAL. 

Boston, August *20, 1830. 

To the United States Anti-Masonic Delegates , in Convention assembled, at 

Philadelphia . 


GsirrLiimr, 

Allow me to express my acknowledgments for your exertions to suppress the evils of freema- 
sonry. It has been my misfortune to have been hauled up and dismantled by the masonic crew. 
I have not only taken the horrid oaths of the order ; but have witnessed the execution of the 
bloody penalties attached to those oaths, in true masonic form, according to the rules and 
usages of the fraternity ; and I had strong reason to believe, from what I have been told by ma- 
sons, that those executions are much more frequent than what has been generally supposed. 

On the 15th of March last, I made solemn oath before a notary public and a respectable num- 
ber of gentlemen in this city, to what I was an eye witness. I did it of my own free will and ac- 
cord, and from a sense of duty. It has been asked why I did not do it before. I frankly answered, 
because I knew the nature of the masonic institution. I knew that my liie must, pay the for- 
feiture ; but the death of Morgan, and soon after, that of my neighbour, which is welLknown to 
have taken place in a masonic lodge room in Boston ; the death of Artemas Kennedy, jit Milton, 
with all the mysterious, but convincing circumstances, to say nothing of several other strange 
deaths of masons, led me to believe that duty called me to disclose that horrid and bloody murder 
in Belfast in Ireland. I told the world of it as soon as I supposed it could be done with safety 
to my own life. But I have been vilified and slandered agreeably to masonic obligations. 
Masons have said, and I believe they have published, that I have denied all I had stated, — that I 
haVe said that I was drunk when I did it, — that I was bribed or hired^fo do it. But so far from this 
being true, I was repeatedly assured by the Anti-masons, before hand, that no reward whatever, 
either directly or indirectly, would ever be given me for it, nor have I ever expected, or received 
any thing. I went to sea before my affidavit was published, and have never denied a word of 
it,, nor was I the least intoxicated ; for proof of this I appeal to those gentlemen who saw me, 
and I believe that one or more of them are members of your honourable body. I have carefully 
revised my affidavit since it was published. It is possible, that I was mistaken as to one syllable 
in the name of the landlord on Lime Kiln Dock, the name might have been Greenwood, instead 
of Greenlow, though I still think that we used to call him Greenlow. But except this, and the 
mis-spelling of Offin for Hofflin, and the omission of the word “ and ” after “ Belfast” in the 
5th sentence from the last. — And of the word “ sailed” after “ ballast ” in the same sentence, 
(for I went to London before I joined the Hofflin,]) it is correct. And I solemnly declare in the 
presence of that God, before whom I expect to be judged, and in presence of my country and of 
mankind, that every word op that affidavit is true. 

With this declaration, I present one hundred and fifty copies of the same to the Convention, 
and respectfully request their acceptance. With the highest respect for your honourable body 

I subscribe myself, 

{ \ SAMUEL G. ANDERTON. 

K f t 
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ON THE ABDUCTION AND MURDER OP WILLIAM MORGAN, AND ON THE CONDUCT 
AND MEASURES OF THE MASONIC FRATERNITY TO PREVENT CONVICTIONS, &C. 

Mr. Whittlesey from the Committee next herein mentioned made the following Report : 

The Committee appointed “ to report a succinct and lucid account of the abduc- 
tion and murder of William Morgan, and of the conduct and measures adopted by 
the fraternity, jointly and as individuals, to prevent a conviction of their more promi- 
nent fellow masons m that abduction and murder,” beg leave to report the following 
statement of facts, compiled either from the judicial evidence which has been given 
in courts of justice, in relation to that transaction, or from well authenticated docu- 
ments, or from the personal knowledge of the facts then stated. 

William Morgan was born on the 7th day of August, 1774, in Culpepper county, 
Virginia. His occupation was that of a bricklayer and stone mason. Having accu- 
mulated by his industry, a sufficient fund, he commenced business as a merchant in 
Richmond, Virginia, ft is said, that he was a captain in a militia regiment, and that 
he was present at the battle of New-Orleans, in January, 1815. He married Lucinda 
Pendleton, in October, 1819, who was left with two infant children at the time of his 
abduction. He removed from Virginia in the fall of 1821, and commenced the busi- 
ness of a brewer, near York, in Upper Canada, The destruction of his property by 
fire, soon after, reduced him to poverty. He removed to Rochester, in the state of 
New York, and resumed his original occupation. An inflammation of the eyes, con- 
tracted soon after, incapacitated him for labour, and rendered the pressure of 
poverty more severe. From Rochester he removed to Batavia, where he resided in 
the summer of 1826. William Morgan was a member of the masonic fraternity, and 
had advanced as far as the degree of royal arch, in the mysteries of that society. 
In the Summer of 1826, it became known that he was preparing for publication, a 
work, in which the obligations, secret signs, and ceremonies of free masonry were 
to be made public. It was also understood that David C. Miller, an entered appren- 
tice mason, and a printer at Batavia, was engaged, or to be engaged in printing the 
work* The knowledge of these facts excited great commotion, among the -members 
of the masonic fraternity in that vicinity, and in a wide extent of surrounding country. 
There was great heat and intemperance of expression in relation to the expected 
work, and an open avowal by members, that it should never see the light. Consul- 
tations were held among them, as to the course to be pursued in relation to the con- 
templated work ; and it was understood, finally to have been determined, that its 
publication was to be prevented, at all hazards. It would appear, that there were 
several different and distinct projects devised to produce this result, which, either 
were not attempted, or failed in their execution. 

Measures were taken to injure the character of Morgan, and thus to shut him out from 
sympathy and credit. In the month of August, 182o, an advertisement was inserted 
in the Ontario Messenger, printed at Canandaigua, of which the following is a copy : 

“NOTICE AND CAUTION.” 

“If a man calling himself William Morgan, should intrude himself on thecommu* 
nity, they should be on their guard, particularly the Masonic Fraternity. Morgan 
was in this village in May last, and his conduct while here, and elsewhere, calls forth, 
this notice* Any information in relation to Morgan, can be obtained by calling at the. 
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Masonic Hall in this village. Brethren and companions are particularly requested 
to observe , mark, and govern themselves accordingly. Morgan is considered m 

swindler and a dangerous man. There are people in this village who would t>e 

happy to see this Captain Morgan. 

“ Canandaigua , August 9, 1826.” 

V ' 

This notice was copied into many of the newspapers in the western counties of 
the state of New York, and particularly into two newspapers printed at Batavia. 

In the month of August, 1826, a man representing that his name was Daniel Johns* 
and that he was a fur trader from Canada, came to Rochester, and spent most of his 
time in the warehouse of Edward Doyle, who had himself, about four years previous* 
removed from Canada, and who was a high officer in the Monroe Encamp- 
ment. About the middle of August, he went to Batavia, and ingratiated himself so 
far with Morgan and Miller, by offers of pecuniary advances, that he was received 
into their confidence, and into a participation in the publication. He remained at 
Batavia about three weeks, and surreptitiously possessing himself of a portion of the 
manuscript, suddenly left Batavia with the portion he had thus acquirea, and carried 
ie*to Rochester. From thence, the manuscript was sent by a special messenger to 
the city of New York, and laid before the General Grand Chapter of the United 
States, then in session in that city. 

In July, 1826, Morgan was arrested on a civil suit at Batavia, an$ gave bail. <!)n 
the 19th of August, 1826, Johnson Goodwill, Kelsey Stone, and John Wilson of Ba- 
tavia, all free masons, and Daniel H. Dana, a constable of Pembroke, about fourteen 
miles distant, on ascertaining that neither of the heads of the families in the house 
where Morgan resided, were at home, rushed into his room and seized his person, 
and all the papers which he was then engaged in arranging for the press. The 
arrest was made by virtue of a bail piece, and he was hurried to jail without time beings 
given him to procure other bail. The sheriff was not to be found though he had been 
seen with the four men immediately before the arrest, and Morgan was detained in 
jail from Saturday until Monday following. 

While he was so confined in jail, search was made at his lodgings by virtue of 
some pretended process, for the papers which Morgan had been engaged in pre- 
paring, but without success. 

Arrangements were made for the assembling at Batavia, on the night of the 8th of 
September, of members of the masonic fraternity, from different ana distant places. 
They came from Buffalo, Lockport, Canandaigua, and Rochester, and expectations 
were entertained that there would also be a party from Canada. None of them arrived at 
Batavia until in the night, when they assembled to the number of forty or fifty, or more. 
The object of this party was to suppress the publication of the work, by procuring 
the manuscript papers, and the printed sheets. For this purpose, an attack upon the 
printing office of Miller was contemplated, and it would seem, also, the forcible remo- 
val of Morgan from Batavia, to effect a separation between him and Miller. Eli 
Bruce, the sheriff of Niagara county, had been requested to prepare, and did actually 
prepare a cell in the jail of that county, for the.reception of Morgan, whose forcible 
abduction, by this band of midnight conspirators, was confidently expected. Colonel 
Edward Sawyer, of Canandaigua, headed, or commanded this party ; but they failed 
to effect their object, and dispersed a little before daylight, the next morning. 

It is supposed that they were deterred from their purpose, by a knowledge of the 
fact, that Miller was aware of their intentions, and had prepared fire arms, and other 
ample means to defend, both his person and his property, from the attacks of violence* 
Many of the persons composing this party are known to have been selected and de- 
legated for the express purpose of going to Batavia to assist in suppressing the pub- 
lication of Morgan’s book ; and perhaps the numbers composing this party, and the 
different and distant places from which they came, illustrate more forcibly than any 
other single fact, the extent of the combination to suppress the publication of the book. 

About this tinie, an article written by R. W. Haskins of Buffalo, appeared in the 
Black Rock Gazette, a paper published forty miles distant from Batavia, of which 
the following is a copy : 


“Mr. Salisbury, 

“ Sir , — I noticed in your last 
other prints, respecting a wretch 


paper, an inadvertent error, copied perhaps from 
by the name of Morgan. The statement that Mor- 
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g an is an expelled mason, is a mistake. He is not an expelled mason, bat an impos- 
tor, and a swindler, against the evil designs of whom the fraternity have amply 
provided. A MASON. 

“ September 7, 1826.” 


On the night of the 10th of September, Richard Howard, otherwise called Richard ! 
Chippersfield, who worked at Buffalo for the same Haskins who wrote the foregoing ^ 
paragraph, attempted, with several others whose names are not known, to set fire to 
the printing office of Miller, in Batavia. The sides of the building, and the outside 
stairs leading to the office, had been literally sprinkled with spirits of turpentine ; and 
straw, and cotton balls saturated with the same combustible, had been provided. It 
burnt fiercely and brightly upon the first application of the lamp, and had it not been 
instantly discovered by an individual who was accidentally a witness of it, the office 
must have been speedily consumed, and the lives of ten persons, then asleep in the 
two buildings, possibly made a sacrifice. 

On Sunday morning, September 10th, Nicholas G. Chesebro, of Canandaigua, 
master of the lodge at that place, applied to Jeffrey Chipman, a magistrate at Ca- 
nandaigua, for a warrant. Chesebro came to the office with Ebenezer C. Kingsley, 
who made a complaint against William Morgan, for having taken away a shirt and 
cravat, which he had borrowed of Kingsley. The magistrate issued the warrant upon 
the oath of Kingsley, which was directed to Chesebro, as one of the coroners of On- 
tario county, and handed to him. Chesebro, together with Halloway Hayward a 
constable, Henry Howard, Harris Seymour, Moses Roberts, and Joseph Scofield, all 
freemasons, of Canandaigua, left that place for Batavia, at about ten o’clock the , 
same morning, in an extra stage hired by Chesebro. 

The party were joined by four other individuals, all freemasons, at different 
places before they reached Batavia. They stopped to take supper at James Gan- 
son’s house, in Stafford, six miles east of Batavia. Doctor Samuel S. Butler of Staf- 
ford, was then introduced to some of the party, and informed that they had a warrant 
for Morgan. Doctor Butler went to Batavia the same evening, and was requested 
to inform Nathan Follett, and William Seaver, then master of the Batavia lodge, 
that the party were coming. He did so, and on his return met the Canandaigua 
party about two miles from Batavia, and informed Ganson that Follett had sent to 
them not to come. The stage turned about ; the party that originally started from 
Canandaigua went into Batavia on foot, and the remainder returned. The next 
morning early, Morgan was arrested, and taken to the public house where the party 
had slept: an extra stage coach was procured, and the party left Batavia for Ca- 
nandaigua, with Morgan in their custody. Miller attempted to procure the release of 
Morgan just as the carriage was starting, but he was pusned aside and the coach was 
driven off very fast, Chesebro being on the outside with the driver, and urging him 
to drive fast, until they should get out of the county. The driver appeared 1 6 
feel uneasy about the proceedings, but was pacified by.Ganson’s assurance, that he 
would save him harmless from all responsibility. Chesebro repeatedly looked back, 
and said they should not take Morgan alive. They arrived at Canandaigua with 
Morgan the same day, and in the evening took him before the magistrate, who issued 
the warrant, by whom he was examined and discharged, Loton Lawson appearing 
as a witness on behalf of Morgan. Chesebro then immediately applied to the same 
magistrate for a warrant against Morgan, for a debt of about two dollars, claimed 
to be due* from him to Aaron Ackley, a tavern keeper, which debt Chesebro 
alleged, was assigned to him. Judgment was entered against Morgan for two dol- 
lars and sixty-nine cents, debt and costs, and an execution immediately issued, 
which was put into the hands of Halloway Hayward, then present. Morgan took 
off his coat, and 'offered it to the constable to levy upon, for the debt. The con- 
stable declined receiving it, and arrested Morgan and committed him to the jail of Ca- 
nandaigua the same evening, on the execution. He remained in custody in Canan- 
daigu a j ail, untiL the evening of the next day. 

Immediately after Morgan was committed to jail, Loton Lawson, a farmer resi- 
ding near Canandaigua, procured a horse and went to Rochester the same night, a dis- 
tance of twenty-eight miles, and returned the next morning a little after breakfast. 

He went to bed soon after his return, and informed the innkeeper where he slept, that 
some gentlemen from Rochester would call for him in the course of the day. On 
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the 12th of September, Barrage Smith and John Whitney, of Rochester, took the 
stage from that place in the morning, for Canandaigua. They were joined by James 
Gillis, at Victor, ten miles distant from Canandaigua, and all three arrived at the 
latter place early in the afternoon of the same day. Smith and Whitney called upon 
Loton Lawson, in the evening of the same day, September 12, Loton Lawson called 
at the jail a little after dark, and asked for Wifiiam Morgan. The jailer was absent, 
and Lawson informed the jailer’s .wife, that he wished to pay the debt for which Mor- 
gan was confined, and take him away. Mrs. Hall, (the jailer’s wife,) declined ac- 
cepting the amount of the execution, on the ground that she did not know the amount, 
and also refused to permit Lawson to have any private conversation with Morgan. 
Lawson asked Morgan, however, in the presence of Mrs. Hall, if he would go home 
with him if he would pay the debt and take him out! To which Morgan answered* 
that He wouhh Lawson then expressed great anxiety to get Morgan out that night, 
and pressed Mrs. Hall to receive the amount of the aebt which she still declined. 

Lawson went out and returned soon with another person, whom Mrs. Hall can- 
not identify, and insisted on her receiving the amount of the execution. Mrs. Hall 
peremptorily refused. He went away and returned again, reiterating his request 
with the same effect. He went away again, and soon returned with Edward Saw- 
yer, who advised Mrs. Hall to receive the amount of the debt, and let Morgan go. 
She still refused. She subsequently consented to discharge Morgan, at the request 
of Nicholas G. Chesebro, who was the real plaintiff in the execution, and took the 
keys of the prison for the purpose of opening Morgan’s cell. Before she opened the 
coll, Lawson gave a single whistle at the front door, which brought a man to the 
iail steps. Morgan’s cell was unlocked ; he came out, and Lawson took him by his 
arm, and went towards the door of the prison hall, which was unlocked by a person 
on the outside, and they went out. before they left the jail steps, Morgan was 
seized with violence by Lawson, and the person who was called there by his whistle. 
Morgan struggled, and cried “ Murder,” once or twice, resisting as much as possible, 
and in the struggle his hat fell off. Edward Sawyer and Nicholas G. Chesebro 
were waiting near the jail steps, and when the struggle commenced, they followed 
Morgan and the two men who were with him, and who were going eastwardly from 
the jail. Chesebro eame up with them, and stopped Morgan’s outcry by thrusting 
a handkerchief, or something similar, into his mouth. Sawyer gave a distinct rap 
upon the curb of a well, at which signal, Hiram Hubbard drove up with a two horso 
carriage, which had been harnessed, and was in waiting for the purpose. He over- 
took the party, having Morgan in their possession, a few rods east of the jail, when 
two of them thrust Morgan into the carriage, and then got in themselves. The car- 
riage immediately turned around, and drove through Canandaigua, Main street, 
northerly. This was about nine o’clock in the evening, and it was a bright moon- 
light night. Loton Lawson, Burrage Smith, John Whitney, James Gillis, and pro- 
bably one or two other persons, whose names are not known, either rode in, or 
accompanied, the carriage containing Morgan. It would seem, that this carriage 
was accompanied most of the distance by out riders, either on horse back, or in 
some separate conveyance. A sulkey with a man in it, started from Canandaigua just 
after the carriage drove through the street, for which it appeared to have been wait- 
ing some time ; it drove past the carriage about three miles from Canandaigua, and 
stopped at Victor over night. At Victor, the carriage containing Morgan and the 
party with him, drove into Enos Gillis’ yard, back of his bam, and out of sight from 
the road ; and the party remained there about an hour, and took some refreshment. 
James Gillis here took a horse from his brother’s stable, and it would also seem, that 
one other of the party accompanied or preceded the carriage on horse back, when it 
left Victor. On the morning of the 13tn September, between 4 and 5 o’clock, Ezra 
Platt, a livery stable keeper in Rochester, and a royal arch mason, was called upon 
for a carriage to go to Lewiston, and requested it to be sent to EnswdHh’s tavern 
in the village. Platt has sworn that he did not know who it was that called, or who 
wanted the carriage. He called up Orson Parkhurst, one of his drivers, who is also 
a mason, and directed him to prepare the carriage. Platt charged the hire of the 
carnage, as he has sworn, to “The Grand Chapter, pro tern.” He has not yet re- 
ceived his pay for such a singular charge. 

The carriage containing Morgan, and the party with him, drove into Rochester 
about day dawn, and Hubbard watered his horses at the public reservoir, near the 
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centre of the village. He has testified that one individual alighted from the carriage 
here, and was absent about fifteen minutes, when the same person returned as he 
supposed. The carriage then drove north, about three miles from Rochester, where 
the ridge road turns off from the river road. It stopped at the tavern at the inter- 
section of the two roads a short time, with the intention of feeding. For some 
reason this intention was abandoned, and Hubbard drove the carriage about half a 
mile from the tavern, on the ridge road, and set down the whole party in the road, 
at a distance from any house, and near a piece of wood. The curtains of this car- 
riage, so far as it had been seen by day light, were closed. After Hubbard had set 
his party down, he returned, with the curtains of his carriage rolled up. Soon after 
the carriage left the tavern, going west, Edward Doyle, of Rochester, rode up, on a 
horse belonging to Ezra Platt, and inquired if such a carriage had passed, and which 
way it went, Doing informed, he followed after it. Platt’s carriage, driven by Orson 
Parkhurst, with some individuals in it, soon drove on the same road. It took up the 
party that Hubbard had left in the road, or a portion of them, with Morgan, and 
drove west. Edward Doyle, on horse back, and four or five persons in Hubbard’s 
carriage, returned to Rochester 

A gentleman of Clarkson had engaged a pair of horses of Silas Walbridge, of that 
place, to put before a carriage. The carriage driven by Parkhurst drove up to Clark- 
son about 9 o’clock in the morning, with the curtains and windows closea, though it 
was a warm day. This is about fifteen miles west of the place where Parkhurst 
took in his party. Upon its arrival in the street of Clarkson, tne gentleman who had 
engaged Walbndge’s norses, told him that he should not want them, and immediately 
got into his sulkey, and drove about two and a half miles further west, and en- 
gaged a pair of horses of one Captain Isaac Allen, a farmer. The carriage did not 
stop in Clarkson, but drove on to Allen’s. Upon its arrival, Allen’s horses were 
taken out of the orchard, where they had been drawing apples, and were harnessed 
to the carriage which Parkhurst drove, in exchange for the horses which he had 
before driven ; and Parkhurst mounted the box again, and drove on west. When 
the carriage arrived at Gaines, about fifteen miles west of Clarkson, Elibu Mather, 
residing at that place, took the horses of his brother, James Mather, and followed the 
carriage, which had passed west through the village. He overtook it at some dis- 
tance from the village, where the horseB were exchanged in the street, at a distance 
from any house. When the exchange was effected, Elihu Mather himself got upon 
the box, and drove the carriage west, while Parkhurst returned east, with Allen’s 
horses. 

The stage which had left Rochester early the same morning, arrived at Murdoch’s 
tavern before the carriage containing Morgan passed. A gentleman of high stand- 
ing, of Rochester, was one of the passengers in the stage ; when the stage arrived at 
Murdoch’s tavern, this gentleman called the man aside who then had charge of the 
tavern, and asked him if he was a royal arch mason ; being answered in the nega- 
tive, he asked for writing materials, with which he wrote a note, and despatched a 
boy with it to Jeremiah Brown, residing in that vicinity. Jeremiah Brown came to 
the tavern soon after, and held a conversation with him. When the stage went 
on, Brown and the gentleman both went on, in it. Soon after, Brown returned to 
the tavern with two horses, riding one and leading the other. When the carriage 
containing Morgan came along, which was soon after; Elihu Mather, who was then 
driving it, beckoned to Brown after the carriage had passed the house a short dis- 
tance, and Brown Went up to him, and appeared to hold some conversation with 
him. The carriage drove on. Brown took his horses, and followed on after it ; but 
it would seem that he left his horses, and got on to the carriage himself. Burrage 
Smith had followed the Morgan carriage in a sulkey, but he had not overtaken it 
when the carriage arrived at Murdoch’s. The carnage stopped at evening, at the 
tavern of Solomon C. Wright, in New Fane, Niagara coiipty, where the road 
turns off to Lockport, and about three miles distant therefrom. It was here driven 
into the barn and the doors closed, and the party remained at this place some time, 
to procure refreshments, and to make arrangements for relieving those who had tra- 
velled in the carriage with Morgan all day, and the whole of the previous night, and 
who must necessarily have been greatly fatigued. 

Burrage SmkhrsM^tttrto'Ueckport in his sulkey, and together with JaH^d Barrow 
called upon^ftli Bruce, th^sheriff of Niagara county, and informed him tnktMoigan 
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was in their possession, and was going to Canada ; and requested Bruce’s assistance 
in getting him along. Bruce .and some others went to Wright’s, where several per- 
sons were assembled. Bruce and David Hague got into the carriage with Morgan; 
Elihu Mather drove, and Jeremiah Brown was on the box with him, and they left 
Wright’s about ten o’clock in the evening. The persons who came there with Mor- 
gan, probably most of them went to Lockpbrt that night, and went into Lewiston the 
next day in a stage coach. At Molyneux’s tavern, six miles distant, they, stopped ; 
and Bruce procured Molyneux’s horses, in exchange for Mather’s. An individual 
accompanied the carriage on horse back. Brown then drove, and they reached 
Lewiston, fourteen miles distant from Molyneux’s, somewhat after midnight. The 
carriage was driven around to a back street, and unharnessed. Samuel Burton, one 
of the proprietors of the stage line, at Lewiston, was called upon for assistance. He 
called up Corydon Fox, one of his drivers, and directed him to harness a carriage- 
He did so, ana drove up to the tavern. Bruce got upon the box with him, and oy 
his direction, Fox drove around to the back street, where the other carriage was un- 
harnessed, when Morgan was taken out of the one carriage, and put into the carriage 
which Fox drove. Bruce and Hague got in with him, and Fox, by Bruce’s direc- 
tion, drove to Youngstown. They called at the house of Colonel William King, 
at Youngstown, and stopped. Bruce alighted and called up King, who came out 
with Bruce, and both got into the carriage. Fox drove on towards the fort, by 
Bruce’s direction, and when arrived at the burying ground near the fort, he was told 
to stop. He did so, when the persons having Morgan in charge, got out, together 
. f with Morgan, and all four walked off, arm m arm, towards the fort, and Fox was 
• 3 ( '.*** told he might return. Morgan was hoodwinked and bound at this time. It ap pears 
that a rrangements had .heea previously made, for Jtha reception of Morgan upon 
~ ^ the Canada side of the river, with persons residing upon that side. After the_party 
( - V left the carriage, they went to the ferry house, and Colonel King called up Edwaljl 

'•*' Giddins, who then kept the ferry. All of them crossed the river, together wittrfra- 

' Vr "3ms, tmd landed nearly opposite to the fort, at some distance from any dwelling. 

V Mr. Giddins and David Hague remained at the boat with Morgan, while Colonel 
King and Sheriff Bruce went into the village of Niagara, to see the masons with 
whom it had been arranged to receive their victim. They were absent about two 
hours, and returned with two other men, one of whom was Edward McBride, then 
a member of the parliament of Upper Canada. After some conference, it was deter- 
mined to bring Morgan back again, inasmuch as the arrangements for his reception 
in Canada were not yet complete. This event had probably been anticipated, as 
both Giddins and the keeper of the fort had been requested, two or three days pre- 
vious, to prepare the magazine for the reception of Morgan, which they had accord- 
ingly done, by removing the principal part of the public property from it. After the 
refusal of the Canada masons to receive Morgan, the same persons who had taken 
him across the river, re-crossed with him, and placed him m the magazine, which 
had been so prepared for his reception, and locked him In* — This was some time 
before day dawn, on the morning of the 14th September, 1826. Morgan was left 
in charge of Edward Giddins. The fort was unoccupied by troops, and indeed was 
entirely deserted, except by Giddins mid the keeper, and their respective families. 

On the 14th day of September, 1826, a royal arch chapter was installed at Lewis- 
ton^ which event caHed together a very considerable assemblage of masons, of that 
degree, from Rochester, Buffalo, Lockport, and other places in that vicinity. It 
would appear from the testimony of one or two witnesses, and the statements of 
others, that scarce an individual mason, attending that installation, could have been 
ignorant of the fact, that Morgan was at that time confined in the magazine of fort 
Niagara. It appears to have been a subject of conversation among them, and several 
^ were then informed that such was the fact. On the day of the installation, Giddins 
remained at the fort, to see that all was kept safe. He, together with John Jackson, 
went to the magazin$*for the purpose of carrying Morgan some food. Morgan re- 
fused to admit mem, and said he would starve rather than fall into their hands ; and 
he made so great an outcry as to render it necessary to dispatch Jackson to Lewiston, 
to procure the assistance of some one to silence him. David Hague came* down ih 
haste, a distance of seven miles, but did not succeed in quieting Morgan. Two 
other persons were then sent down from Lewiston, and one erf them, (Loton Lawson) 
of whom Morgan seemed to have a great dread, went into the magazine, and suc- 


Digitized by Google 



ABDUCTION OP MORGAN* 


7 


21 ] 

needed in stilling him. In the evening, twenty or thirty persons, besides those be- 
longing to the fort, came from Lewiston, and were at the fort. About midnight, 
seven persons, all royal arch masons, held a consultation on the plain near the grave 
yard, some rods distant from the fort, as to the manner in which Morgan should be 
disposed of. There seemed to be but one opinion among them all : that Morgan had 
forfeited his life, for a breach of his masonic obligations ; and that it was their duty 
as masons, to see that the penalty was executed. They came to a determination to 

S roceed in a body and seize Morgan, and perform their own duty, by casting him 
ito the river. After they had started to carry this determination into effect, one of 
the company discovered a reluctance to go such lengths, which encouraged others to 
remonstrate, and the project was abandoned for that time,. On the night of the 
15th, a similar consultation was held between four persons, as to the disposition of 
Morgan, but nothing was decided upon. At this consultation, Colonel King became 
offended with Mr. Giddins, for expressing a desire that Morgan should be released ; 
and Giddins surrendered to him the key of the magazine, which was afterwards en- 
trusted to the care of Elisha Adams. It is known that Morgan remained, confined 
in the magazine during the 16th and 17th, and it is believed that he was so confined 
until the 19th of September. 

As to the disposition of Morgan, after the evening of the. 14th of September, no- 
thing has yet been made known judicially, but circumstances are strong, to- induce 
the belief, that he was put to death on the night of the 19th of September, 1826, by 
being cast into the depths of Niagara river. Several persons have been informed 
by those who were understood to be cognizant of the guilty secret, that such was the 
fact, and Hiram B. Hopkins, has testified, that he, as a mason, was informed in 
January, 1827, that Morgan had been murdered. William P. Daniels who was called 
as a witness, at the late trials at Lockport, refused to answer a question, on the ground 
that he might criminate himself as an accessary to the crime of murder, although he 
was told expressly by the judge, that he must have better evidence, that a murder 
had been committed, than the public possessed, before he could decline answering on 
such ground. 

It will strike any one, on hearing a recital of the facts connected with the abduc- 
tion of William Morgan, that the combination to effect that measure, must have been 
very extensive, embracing a large number of individuals. The judicial examinations 
of the subject have brought out very many names as connected in a nearer or more 
remote degree, with the transaction at some stage of its progress. Tlje bare seizure 
and transportation of a man from such a distance, rendered the employment of many 
agents, a matter of absolute necessity, and it is now well known that many knew of 
it, who took no active part in the infraction of the laws. It was probably known to 
numbers of the lodge-going masons, in several of the western counties of New York, 
that some measures were contemplated to be taken for the suppression of Morgan’s 
intended publication ; and it has been judicially proven, that measures, which con- 
templated the use of violence, to effect this object, were matter of discussion among 
masons in the lodge room. 

It would be naturally supposed, that a conspiracy, so wide spread, the execution 
and knowledge of which was confided to so many individuals, would not oppose for- 
midable difficulties to a complete exposure by judicial investigation. In the history 
of crime, those which employ the most accomplices, are usually the easiest of detec- 
tion, particularly if the agency of some partake but slightly of guilt. But such wa* 
not the case in the investigation of this violation of the laws, and the difficulties 
which were encountered, will be hereafter noticed. 

In January, 1827, the trial of Nicholas G. Chesebro, Edward Sawyer, Loton 
Lawson, and John Sheldon, for their agency in the conspiracy, was brought on be- 
fore Judge Throop, at Canandaigua; the three first, under the advice of counsel, 
pleaded guilty, and the only question, as to the last to be tried, was the identity of 
the man. This course excluded the testimony in relation to the conspiracy, which 
was anxiously looked for by the public. Lawson was sentenced to two years im- 
prisonment in the county jail of Ontario county, Chesebro to one year, and Sawyer, 
to one month. Sheldon was found guilty and sentenced to three months imprison- 
ment. 

In April, 1827, Jesse French, James Hurlburt, Roswell Willcox^ and James Gan- 
t>n, were tried at Batavia, in Genessee county, for the forcible attest of David C» 
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Hiller. They were all found guilty, but Ganson : French was sentenced to ah impri- 
sonment of one year, Wilcox for six months, and Hurlburt for three months. 

In February, 1827, several of the persons who went in the carriage from Canan- 
daigua to Batavia, and arrested Morgan, and brought him to Canandaigua, were 
tried at the general sessions in Ontario, for forcibly seizing, and falsely imprisoning 
William Morgan, and they were acquitted, on the ground that they were protected 
by the warrant for his arrest. In August, 1827, Harris Seymour, Henry Howard, 
Halloway Hayward, Moses Roberts, James Ganson, Chauncey II. Coe, Hiram Hub- 
bard, and James Lakey were tried at Canandaigua, for a conspiracy to kidnap and 
carry away William Morgan, and were all acquitted. Application had been made 
to De Witt Clinton, then governor of the state of New York, for the removal of Eli 
Bruce, sheriff of Niagara county, for his participation in the abduction of Morgan. 
The sheriffs in the state of New York are elected by the people, but the constitution 
provides for their removal by the executive, for good cause shown, on charges pre- 
ferred, after giving the officer time for his defence. This application was pending 
before the governor, for a long time, but on the 26th day of September, 1827, he 
issued his proclamation removing Eli Bruce from the office of sheriff. 

Eli Bruce, Orsamus Turner, and Jared Darrow, were tried at Canandaigua, in 
August, 1828, for their agency in the conspiracy ; Eli Bruce was found guilty, the 
two last were acquitted. A question of law, arising out of the indictment, was 
carried up to the supreme court,— decided against the defendant, and he was senten- 
ced to an imprisonment of two years and four months in Canandaigua jail. 

In May, 1829, John Whitney and James Gillis were tried at Canandaigua. John 
Whitney was convicted and sentenced to an imprisonment of one year and three 
months. The Jury could not agree in the case of Gillis. 

In November, 1829, Elihu Mather was tried at Albion, in Orleans county, and 
after a trial which consumed nearly two weeks, he was acquitted by the verdict of 
the jury. A motion for a new trial was made by the special attorney, but the 
supreme court denied it. 

In June, 1830, Ezekiel Jewet, and Jeremiah Brown, were tried at Lockport, in 
Niagara county, and were severally acquitted. In addition to these trials, there are 
indictments now pending and undetermined, against eighteen persons, some of which 
will probably not be further prosecuted. 

David Hague, William King, and Burrage Smith are dead ; William King died 
suddenly, the morning after he received information of the testimony of Eli Bruce, on 
the trial of John Whitney. 

Having thus given a brief history of the abduction of William Morgan, and noticed 
the triads growing out of that transaction, it now becomes the duty of your commit- 
tee, to furnish a statement of the conduct and measures of numbers of the masonic 
fraternity, to prevent the conviction of those implicated in these gross violations of the 
laws of the land. Appalling as is the conviction which is pressed upon us by the 
history of that abduction, that hundreds of respectable men, in the western 
counties of the state of New York, could be found, who would be willing to 
violate the laws of the state, and the sacredness of private property, personal 
liberty, and human life, to prevent the publication of the secrets of free masonry, 
yet, it would be infinitely more alarming, if it should be found, that great num- 
bers of the members of that fraternity, had made use of every possible device 
to prevent the discovery of a high handed offepce, and to obstruct the administra- 
tion of justice, and the due execution of the laws. The first, however extensive the 
combination may have been, was but a single outrage, and like hundreds of other 
fearful crimes, might have been punished and forgotten, and the public have felt 
secure in the ‘‘protection of the laws, in witnessing the unobstructed execution of their 
penalties. The latter, by unhinging the whole administration of justice, would ex- 
hibit a state of facts deeply alarming to a community, who eminently repose upon 
the laws uuder which they live for protection, and rely undoubtingly upon their due 
and impartial administration. When rumours of these outrages first became public, 
the citizens of the community, in which they were perpetrated, felt themselves 
called upon to investigate how it was, that a peaceable citizen should be forcibly 
seized in a populous village, and transported against his will, one hundred and fifty 
miles, through a thickly settled country. As worthy of a free government, they 
deemed themselves boUnd to ascertain why, and by whom, a fellow citizen, enjoying 
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the tame privileges, was abstracted from the protection of the laws, tinder circum- 
stances which created well grounded suspicions of a horrible fate. The inquiries 
for information in relation to Morgan, were answered by taunts, reproaches, and 
ridicule. At first, the members of the fraternity were bold enough, openly to declare, 
“ That if Morgan had been put to death, his fate was no more than he deserved ; he 
had forfeited his life.” These declarations were made by perhaps hundreds of free- 
masons, within two months after the abduction, and there is scarce an individual, 
who at that early period took any interest in the investigation, but can call to mind 
distinctly, many such declarations, made by respectable and influential men. 

When intimations were thrown out that an appeal would be made to the laws, 
inore than one freemason has been heard to say, that the judges were masons, the 
sheriffs were masons, and the jurymen would be masons, and set at defiance the re- 
quirements of justice. 

There seems to have been a determination on the part of the fraternity, not only 
to suppress all information in relation to the outrages, but even to repress 
inquiries and questionings, which might tend to elucidate it. Individuals who ven- 
tured to make remarks which such an infraction of the laws were calculated to 
elicit, were made the subjects of unreasonable abuse, and vindictive hostility, by the 
lodge-going members of the fraternity. .Th© public press, which has, in almost every 
other instance of alarming crime, been made m some measurer T he ^ m e ans o f it s in- 
vestigation, or at least ofmaking public its details, was, in this instance, with a single 
exception at first, awed into the most slavish silence, by the influence of freema- 
sonry. The conductors of many of the public prints in western New York, were 
themselves masons, and the proprietors of others, who did not belong to the lrater- 


A 


liity, were soon given to understand that it would be most fatal to their interests, to 
publish any thing in relation to the ill fated Morgan. A single instance may illus- 


5 in relation to tne ill fated Morgan. A single instance may Ulus- 
of influence. In the month of October, or November, 1826, Elihu 


F. Marshall, a quaker, and the conductor of a paper, called “ The Album,” published 
in the village of Rochester, ventured to say, in an editorial article, that the unlawful 
ahduction of William Morgan ought to be the subject of investigation. The paper 
with an article of this import had no sooner appeared, than Edw r ard Doyle, a knight 
templar, and treasurer of the Monroe Encampment, rushed into the office of the 
Album in a storm of rage, ordered his paper to be discontinued, and his advertise- 
ments stopped, and told Marshall if he did not cease publishing articles against the 


masonic fraternity, many others would take the same course, but that if he retracted 
the next week, all might yet be well. Doyle then went to the printing office of a 
royal arch mason, and boasted “ that he had shut the quaker’s head.” We regret 
to add, that the timid editor quailed under the masonic threat, and in his next paper 
made a partial retraction of his previous article. 

In addition to the difficulties thrown in the way of investigation, by the silence of 
the public press, thus coerced, the public mind was distracted and misled by false 
statements, in relation to the re-appearance of Morgan, published in prints under 
masonic control ; so much so, that public belief upon tins subject was for a long 
time unsettled, and the efforts of the investigation paralyzed. There can be little 
doubt but that the authors of such statements contemplated such results, and hoped, 


if possible, by these means to avert punishment from the guilty, or to excite doubts 
as to the guilt of the agents in the abduction. It should not be forgotten either, that 
Corydon Fox, who was heedlessly selected to drive the carriage from Lewiston to 


fort Niagara, not being at the time a mason, was, a few days after, admitted to a 
membership in the fraternity, without fee or reward, in the hope, doubtless, that his 
masonic obligations, thus thrust upon him, would effectually seal his lips, as to the 
transactions which he witnessed, on that eventful night. 

At the time of Morgan’s abduction, the sheriffs of the different counties of the state 
of New York had the sole power of selecting, and summoning, the* grand juries for 
the several courts within their respective counties ; and such selection was made a 
short time previous to the session of each court. At the same period* also, the she- 
riffs of the respective counties of Erie, Niagara, Genessee, Orleans, Livingston, Mon- 
roe, and Ontario, which were the theatre of the outrage, were all masons, and it is 
believed, that all of. them were of the degree of royal arch. 

A grand junr, which met in Genessee county after the abduction, was convened in 
February, 1827; Doctor Samuel S. Butler, of Stafford, in that county, was np- 
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pointed foreman. He was a knight templar, and a large portion of the jury wore 
masons. He said to one of the jurymen, also a knight templar, a majority of tiie 
jurors are masons ; we have got the stuff in our own hands, and our friends must not 
be indicted.” 

The first grand jury which was summoned in Niagara eounty, (of which Eli Bruce 
was sheriff,) after inquiries began to be made in relation to the outrage, met in Ja- 
nuary, 1827. Sixteen masons were summoned on that grand jury, and several who 
were friendly to the institution. No examination was, however, made before that 
grand jury, as the witnesses had been supoenaed to attend at that time in Canandai- 
gua upon the .trial of Chesebro and others. At the court of Oyer and Terminer, 
held in Niagara county, in April, 1827, the sheriff again summoned the grand jurors. 
There were twenty-one members present, thirteen of them were freemasons, and 
and six friendly to them. Paul Haws, who has since been found to be an important 
witness, and Norman Shephard since indicted for the Morgan conspiracy, were two 
of these grand jurors. At the May sessions, a majority of masons were summoned 
on the jury, and at the September sessions, about half of the jurors were freemasons, 
but there were a number who were warmly in favour of the institution. Eli Bruce, 
however, was indicted at Canandaigua, a short time before the September sessions. 

Complaint was made against Eli Bruce, sheriff of the county, before the April 
grand jury, for being concerned in the abduction of Morgan. The foreman, a free- 
mason, examined the witnesses. In the course of the examination, one of the other 
jurors ventured to ask a witness some questions. The fofeman called this juror aside 
and privately solicited him, thereafter, to refrain from asking questions. Some of 
the jurors had been furnished with questions in writing, to put to particular witnesses, 
with a view of eliciting the truth. It was known that such papers were in the room, 
and the jury voted, by a large majority, that no use should be made of them. 
One juror insisted, however, on making use of them. One witness stated that ha 
knew nothing which would go to convict any person upon : being called upon to 
state what he did know, he asked to be excused, because he was poor, and his testi- 
mony might prove his ruin. A large majority of the jury voted to excuse him from 
answering. One of the jurors pertinaciously insisted upon the witness’ answer, .and 
after a long debate, finally obtained his answer. One witness, notwitstanding all 
the cunning in keeping the questions, did testify to Bruce’s acknowledgement of 
his agency in carrying Morgan to Niagara. Several witnesses were afterwards 
called to impeach the testimony of this witness, and one or two did answer that 
he was not to believed on his oath. One witness testified, that he had been 
informed by a respectable individual in Canada, in whom the witness had full confi- 
dence, that Morgan had been carried to fort Niagara, thence to the Canada shore, 
and was from thence returned to the fort again, — that Morgan had been put to death, 
and that his body was in the bottom of Niagara river, and might be fofind, if searched 
for immediately, and that he, (the informant,) could tell the place where it could be 
found. The witness stated that he received this information from a mason, who 
enjoined the witness to keep his name a secret, as if known, his life would be the. 
forfeit. One juror insisted that the witness should name the person who gave him 
this information, but he refused, and nearly, if not quite all the other jurors 
present, sustained the witness in his refusal, and he was alloyed to retire without 
answering the question. ’ While this jury was in session, the foreman took Eli 
Bruce privately into a side room, and was there with him some time. This grand 
jury, so far from finding any indictment against Eli Bruce, or any other person, drew* 
up a presentment to the_ court, that they had discovered nothing which would 
authorise them to find a bill against any person, and also framed ana sent a memo- 
rial to the governor, in which they stated that there was not a shadow of testimony 
implicating Eli Bruce, as guilty of, or accessary to the abduction of Morgan, with the 
exception of one witness, who was so contradicted, and whose general reputation 
was so bad, that they did not place any reliance upon it. 

It is very certain that a series of questions, to be propounded to the witnesses, had 
been so framed, that the witnesses could answer without eliciting any dangerous in- 
formation. This must have been the case, or real perjury must have been repeatedly 
committed, on the investigation before them. All the important witnesses to trace 
the whole abduction from Rochester to fort Niagara, were examined before this 
grand jury ; the same witnesses, upon whose testimony, bills have been found in 
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other cases, and convictions had. Thirteen of the witnesses examined before this grand 
jury, have been since indicted, not one of whom protected himself on the examination, 
on the ground that he should criminate himself. Three of them, David Hague, Orsamus 
Turner, and Jared D arrow, have since been shown by the testimony of Eli Bruce, 
himself, to have had a criminal agency in the abduction. Edward Giddins, in his 
published M Statement of Facts,” says, he was subpoenaed before this grand jury, 
which much alarmed those who were implicated. One of them informed Giddins, 
that he would go and see the foreman, and state to him Giddins* situation, that he 
might know how to question him, so that his aqswers might not injure others. He 
subsequently informed Giddins that he had told the foreman what Giddins knew of 
the affair, and that the foreman would put no question but what Giddins could safely 
answer. 

Hiram B. Hopkins, a royal arch mason, a deputy under Bruce, and personally 
knowing to the abduction of Morgan at the time, says, in a published letter, dated, 
February 28, 1830.—“ After the abduction of Captain Morgan, I used frequently to 
ask the masons how they expected to escape punishment tor that outrage, adding 
that if found out, the perpretrators of the deed would have to suffer the reward due 
to tjieir crimes. They have told me time and again, that they would never be 
brought to punishment, because all were masons with whom they had to deal, and 
particularly the sheriffs of those counties, in which the offence was committed, were 
all masons, who had the selecting of the grand juries : that no grand jury would be 
summoned without being two' thirds masons. And when the time arrived for sum* 
moning the grand jury for this county, (Niagara,) I had my orders not to summon 
any but such as were particularly friendly to the masonic institution. Bays Bruce, 
we must have at least two thirds of them masons, and the others friendly to die 
order. If we have all masons they will suspect us. The jury was accordingly 
summoned. The subject of the abduction was brought before them. The district 
attorney was a royal arch mason who knew all about the Morgan affair, in my 
opinion, and the foreman of the jury was one of the warmest zealots of the order in 
the county. If I mistake not, more than two thirds of the jury were masons. The 
district attorney and foreman, so framed the questions propounded to the witnesses, 
that after thus examining them, they drew up an instrument signed by all the jury, 
the substance of which was, that they had no reason to believe that Morgan had ever 
passed through this county.’* 

When the inhabitants of Monroe county first held their meeting, to take into con- 
sideration the outrages, and devise means for their investigation, the meeting at 
that time, placed so much confidence in the professions of willingness, made by 
members of the fraternity, to aid in the investigation of these outrages, that they 
appointed four or five masons upon the committee of investigation. This committee, 
inter their appointment, held their meetings, and commenced upon their inquiries, 
and at the same time entered into an honorary obligation with each other, not to 
disclose any information which might be obtained by the committee, only so far as 
was necessary to procure the arrest of offenders that might be discovered. The 
members of the committee who were not masons, soon ascertained that the lodge- 
going members of the fraternity in the village, were kept constantly informed of the 
proceedings of the committee, and of the information which they had collected. One of 
the masonic members of this committee, then a knight templar, stated at a lodge meet- 
ing, soon after the committee was appointed, “ that he had no doubt that what had 
been done with Morgan was intended for the best, but it had turned out otherwise, 
and was an unfortunate business. That he did not wish to know any thing about it, 
he was on the committee, and cautioned them if they knew any thing about the 
business, to keep it to themselves, as he was in a delicate situation.*’ The other 
members of the committee soon ascertained, that no assistance could be expected 
from freemasons in aid of the investigation, and felt themselves compelled to with- 
draw from them, and pursue their inquiries by themselves. 

When the different committees had by great diligence, succeeded in tracing Morgan 
to Lewiston, they appointed delegates from among their own members, to proceed 
to that place, and push their inquiries as to his final fate. They went there, to the 
number of seventeen, in the month of January, 1827. The members of the fraternity 
in that place and the vicinity, were obviously alarmed and excited, and collected 
from I<ewiston, Niagara Falls, Youngstown, and other places in the vicinity to the,. 
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number of forty or fifty, some of them armed, exhibiting, and expressing the utmost 
rage and vindictiveness towards the convention, on account of toe purpose of their 
meeting. They heaped every epithet of insult and reproach upon those quiet men, 
who had come from a great distance with no other purpose than the lawful investi- 
gation of an outrage against the laws. They came rudely into the room where 
they met, and after insultingly taking the light, and looking around into the 
faces of those who were there, extinguished it and left them in darkness. Their 
object, evidently was, to provoke the members of the convention to violence and 
resistance* and thus to bring on a general affray, which must have terminated in 
bloodshed. So disgraceful a result was only prevented by the moderation of the 
convention. A general conference was had between the two parties, when the dis- 
trict attorney of Niagara county, a royal arch mason, reproached them for coming 
into his county to investigate a crime which they could look after themselves, and 
lavished upon them the most vituperative language and vindictive abuse. It is 
almost needless to say, that the convention were not deterred by this violent conduct 
from pursuing their inquiries. 

Soon after the conviction of Chesebro and others, at Canandaigua, and while the 
Lewiston convention were holding their meeting, Burrage Smith and John Whitney, 
of Rochester, privately left their places of residence. One of the Rochester committee, 
soon after, saw Burrage Smith in Albany, and informed Bowen Whiting, Esq. district 
attorney of Ontario county, who was also there, of the fact. Mr. Whiting applied to 
John O. Cole, police justice of Albany, and an officer of the grand chapter of the state, 
for a warrant to arrest Smith for the conspiracy. The magistrate made out the warrant 
early in the morning of the 2d of February, 1827, and retained it, to place it in the 
. hands of an officer for service. Though a constable came into his office soon after 
the warrant was made out, and was there again more than once in the forenoon, yet 
the warrant was not put into a constable’s hands until the middle of the afternoon. 
The constable weut immediately to the public house where he was directed to serve it, 
and was told by the bar-keeper, that he had a warrant for Smith, but that he was 
too late; Smith had escaped. It was soon afterwmds ascertained, that Smith and 
Whitney had both fled from the northern parts of the United States, and that money 
had been furnished to one of them from the funds of the grand chapter, to enable 
them to flee from their homes, as fugitives from justice. 

In December, after the abduction, Colonel William King, left the state of New 
York, and procured the appointment of sutler at Cantonment To wson in the territory 
of Arkansas, whither he removed. In December, 1827, Messrs. Garlinghouse, 
Bates and Mead, received requisitions from the governor of the 9tate of New York, 
addressed to the governors of Louisiana and Arkansas, for the surrender of William 
King, charged with, the murder, and Burrage Smith and John Whitney, charged J 
with the abduction of William Morgan, as fugitives from justice. They went to Ar- 
kansas, and obtained the necessary papers from Governor Izard, and proceeded to 
Cantonment To wson, which they reached, February 14, 1828. 

Mr. Garlinghouse went alone, and privately presented his papers to Captain R. B. 
Hyde, the commandant at the station, while his companions remained without the 
fort. He exhibited the order of the governor,— a letter from the adjutant general 
undeF the direction of the secretary of war, and a letter from Colonel Arbuckle, 
commanding officer at Cantonment Gibson, and requested Captain Hyde, to give 
assistance in the arrest of William King, then sutler at the station. He refused to 
assist, or afford assistance, and refused to furnish a guard for his removal, but said 
he would send for Lieutenant Colquhon to accompany him to King’s store. He 
went out for that purpose, and was absent a short time. Soon after his return, a 
report was brought m that Lieutenant Colquhon could not be found. Another 
officer was then sent for, with whom Garlinghouse went to King’s store, but found 
he had gone away with Lieutenant Colquhon, and after diligent search he could not 
be found. Clark Sanders status, that Captain Hyde had a conversation with Lieu- 
tenant Colquhon in his short absence to nnd a messenger to send for him, and that 
Lieutenant Colquhon stated to Mr. Bates, that he informed King that some one was 
in pursuit of him, and went with him into the woods, when he, (the Lieutenant,) 
came bade and ascertained that King was to be arrested for the murder of William 
Morgan, and then directed King’s clerk, to take his (King’s) horse, into the woods, 
ivhich he did* and Ring rode off. It is understood that Captain Hyde, and .Lieu* 
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tenant Colquhon were masons. King was not arrested, neither were Smith or 
Whitney, though they were heard of frequently. 

Preparations were made in the winter of 1827, by the Batavia committee, to pro- 
cure the arrest of Richard Howard, of Buffalo, for a supposed agency in setting fire 
to Colonel Miller’s office. He, however, fled before he was arrested, and from 
the affidavit of John Mann, taken in February of that year, there is reason to believe 
that he feared punishment for a higher crime than even midnight arson. From ano- 
ther affidavit made by Avery Allen, in March, 1829, it would appear that this Richard 
Howard came to the city of New York, in February, or March, 1827, and attended 
a masonic meeting at St. John’s Hall, in that city, where he confessed in open lodge, 
that he assisted in putting Morgan to death, and that he was furnished with funds 
by the knight’s companions, then present, to escape to Europe, and that after being 
secreted from pursuit by members of the fraternity, he did escape ; certain it is, that 
no information has been received of this Howard since he absconded, and that the 
officers of justice have not been able to penetrate the veil of secrecy which concealed 
his flight. 

One great difficulty that has been met with in the prosecution of the conspirators, 
is that of procuring the attendance of masonic witnesses. Witnesses who still be- 
longed to the institution, were reluctant in their attendance at court, and frequently 
refused to obey the ordinary process of subpoena or evaded its service. This was so 
often the case, that it was frequently necessary to procure their arrest long before 
the courts, at which their attendance was wanted, should sit, and place them under 
heavy bonds to ensure their attendance. This unusual course was necessarily 
adopted in several instances, when the inefficacy of the ordinary process had been 
made most abundantly manifest. Difficulties never encountered in any other pro- 
secution were here encountered at every court, and at every step. Witnesses 
have been secreted and sent off without the jurisdiction of the courts, and remained 
concealed for many months before any information could be obtained respecting them. 
These occurrences were so frequent, and of such a character as to forbid the belief 
that they were die result of individual effort alone. They evinced that extended 
combination, which almost irresistibly presses upon the mind the conviction, 
that they were the result of the secret and mystic agency of freemasonry, which 
alone from its peculiar organization possesses the means of such extensive and 
secret concert. Some facts under this head may illustrate this branch of the subject. 
In the summer of 1827, Elisha Adams, the same man to whom Giddins transferred 
the keys of the magazine, was served with a subpoena to attend a court at Canan- 
daigua. He started, in obedience to the process, and came as far as Rochester. 
From this place all trace of him was lost. He had disappeared, and was not heard 
of for months, though the most diligent inquiries were made respecting him, and 
even public inquiries in the newspapers were made for him throughout the country. 
In the spring of 1828, it was ascertained that he was residing in a secluded manner 
in the northern part of Vermont. Measures were taken for his arrest with such 
secrecy and despatch, that he was apprehended about 3 o’clock in the morning, 
and before he could be advised that his place of residence had become known, 
He expressed no surprise at his arrest, but said that he did expect to have been 
informed before any process could be served upon him. In the course of his journey 
to Rochester, he conversed freely and fully with the agent having him in charge, 
and frequently avowed his determination “ to make a clean breast of it,” when 
called upon as a witness, by telling the truth. As it was known that he was a reluc-. 
tant agent of the conspirators, confidence was placed in his promises in this particu- 
lar. He continued in this frame of mind until he arrived at Rochester, where he was 
at once surrounded by the counsel for the conspirators, and the guilty royal arch com-, 
panions of that place, who soon succeeded in establishing their mystenous influence 
over his conscience, and subjecting him to that obligation of their peculiar code, which 
under the most fearful penalties enjoins the keeping of a companion's secret in all 
cases, 44 murder and treason not excepted.” After his interview with these men, he 
manifested a determination not to testify, and from his declarations to an old friend, 
we are led to believe that he was deterred from telling the truth by threats of a fate 
as horrible as was that of Morgan. 

Orson Parkhurst, the person who drove Platt’s carriage, containing Morgan, from 
Rochester westward, as soon as the outrages became a matter of public investiga-* 
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tlon, was found to be absent. No trace of him could be found, and attempts were 
made to mislead the committees, by representing that he had gone to Michigan, and 
other places, widely different from the place of his actual concealment. The most 
diligent inquiries were made respecting him for months, and even years, and all 
hopes of penetrating the concealment which screened him, were nearly abandoned, 
when his place of residence was discovered, in August, 1829. Prompt, efficient, and 
secret measures were immediately taken, to secure his attendance as a witness, and 
he was unexpectedly arrested in the eastern part of Vermont. He had supposed that 
all danger of finding him had passed; and he was living in the fancied security, that 
if any danger of this kind threatened him, he should receive timely information. He 
was regularly advised by his Rochester brethren of all that transpired ; and twice 
during his absence, George Ketchum, a pensioned agent of the fraternity, had visited 
him. Twide, also, had he left his place of residence, and at each time, spent some 
months hiding in another state. He was brought as far as Albany ; in the mean 
time, the fraternity at Rochester had become suspicious of the true state of the case, 
and sent on to Albany, that he must, at all events, be abstracted from the person 
having him in charge. Possessed of these instructions, agents were employed to 
keep a vigilant watch ; and when he left Albany, in charge of the agent of the state, 
he was followed by an agent of the fraternity. He was thus pursued westward, 
nearly two hundred miles. At Montezuma, an unknown person came on board the 
canal boat in which Parkhurst was, just at night. He did not give his name, and 
no one knew him. That night, the unknown individual and Parkhurst escaped from 
the boat, and no tidings have been heard of him since. Parkhurst was himself a 
mason, and if he had testified to the truth, would have been a most important wit- 
ness. It is believed, that his testimony would have disclosed the agency of several 
persons in Rochester in the conspiracy, against whom no proof had hitherto been 
found. They had therefore a deep stake in his absence. 

The driver of the stage west, on the morning when Morgan was carried through 
Rochester, might, by his testimony, have thrown some light upon the subject. He 
also left the place, and when at length it was ascertained, in August, 1829, where he 
was, measures were taken to secure his attendance as a witness. Although these 
measures were taken with every precaution of secrecy, yet, by some unaccountable 
means, he became informed of them, and fled just before the officer arrived to arrest 
him ; and the information that might have been derived from his testimony was 
entirely lost. 

Isaac Farwell was present at Solomon C. Wright’s, on the evening of the 13th of 
September, when the party was there with Morgan ; and as they remained at that 

E lace several hours, and procured an accession to the number of the conspirators, 
is testimony was exceedingly important. He, however, with the assistance of mem- 
bers of the masonic fraternity, so skilfully avoided the process that was issued to 
compel his attendance, that the public prosecutor only succeeded once in getting him 
before a grand jury. After that, he forfeited the bonds which he had given for his 
appearance to testify on trial ; and not all the constant exertions of vigilant officers 
were sufficient to discover him again. For many months, he was secretly flying from 
county to county, and as the approach of courts rendered new exertions to secure 
him probable, hiding in Canada, without the jurisdiction of state process. Just pre- 
vious to the last special circuit, held in Niagara county, the prosecuting officer of that 
county ascertained that he had passed through Lockport but a short time previous, 
and supposing that it was his intention to visit his family, who resided three miles from 
that place, he sent an officer there to secure him. Farwell did not visit his family, 
though he had not seen them for many months. It was subsequently ascertained, 
that he had been informed of the hazard to which he exposed some of the fraternity, 
by an appearance so open, and that he was taken by the wife of Solomon C. Wright, 
and smuggled off to Canada the same night, without even being permitted to visit 
his own house, or to inform his wife that he was in that vicinity. These are not the 
only instances of witnesses absconding or being secreted, but if all were to be enu- 
merated, the detail would be found to be too tedious. There are circumstances ex- 
isting in relation to some of them, which leave the irresistible presumption upon the 
mind that they were hired, at a heavy expense, to leave their houses and their busi- 
ness, in order that their testimony might not place the reputation, the liberty, and 
the lives of some members of the fraternity at hazard. 
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Edward Giddins was told, if he would leave the country to save his Mends, any 
amount of money which he should demand was ready for him, and had been fur* 
nished for the express purpose. An extravagant sum was also offered for his pro* 
perty, if he would go, by a mason, who said he was authorized to make the purchase 
and that the money had been furnished by the grand lodge for the purpose. 

The conduct of masonic witnesses on the stand, after their attendance had been se- 
cured, is also worthy of a few remarks. With very few exceptions, they manifested an 
evident reluctance to testify. In some other cases, they testified with obvious and pal- 
pable falsehood. Some of them exercised a species of casuistry, in relation to 
their judicial oath, which is not a little remarkable. It seems that those implicated 
had argued themselves into the belief, that there was no greater sin than the break- 
ing of a masonic oath ; that if they told the truth in relation to the outrage, they 
should divulge a secret which they were masonically bound to keep, which would 
criminate themselves ; and that, therefore, their only course was to testify that “ they 
knew nothing about the affair/’ Strange as is the infatuation manifested by this 
reasoning, there was not wanting a counsellor of the supreme cotirt, a royal arch 
mason, to advise them, that if they were implicated in the affair, they might safely 
•wear, that “ they knew nothing about it,” instead of protecting themselves from 
answering at all, on the ground that it would criminate themselves. Certain it is, 
that many witnesses, to whom circumstances almost unerringly pointed, as having 
a knowledge of, or being implicated in, some portion of the transaction, did come 
forward, and solemnly make oath, that “ they knew nothing about the affair.” Some 
others, who did pretend to give an account of their knowledge of the transaction, 
testified in such a way, as to leave an impression upon the mind of every auditor, 
that they had not satisfied that part of their judicial oath, which required them to 
tell the whole truth. No man, who heard the testimony of Hiram Hubbard, Ezra 
Platt* Solomon C. Wright, and some others, could believe for a moment, even from 
their own statements, that they had disclosed all they knew of the affair. The evi- 
dence that was extracted from witnesses of this character, was absolutely Wrung 
from them, so reluctant did they appear to disclose. Witnesses, in several instances, 
came into court with their own counsel, a circumstance unheard of in courts of jus- 
tice before, to advise with them what questions they were legally bound to answer* 
They would frequently refuse decidedly to answer a question, even after its propriety 
had been argued by their own counsel, and decided by the court, and continue in 
ouch contumacious conduct until the order was made out for their commitment, and 
then their firmness would give way, and a reluctant answer would be forced from 
them. Some of them, of more determination of purpose, or having more important 
secrets to conceal, stood out in their refusal to answer until the last. In March, 
1829, Isaac Allen refused to answer a question, before the grand jury of Monroe 
county ; the jury reported him to the court, which determined, after solemn argument, 
that tne witness could not protect himself from answering the question. He, how- 
ever, still refused, and was committed for the contempt. In June, 1829, Eli Bruce 
was taken before the grand jury of Qenesee county, on a habeas corpus, as a wit- 
ness, and he refused to be sworn. At a special circuit, held in June last, at Lockport, 
in Niagara county, Orsamus Turner w’as called as a witness, on the trial of Ezekiel 
Jewett, the keeper of fort Niagara at the time of Morgan’s confinement there. • The 
three following questions were successively put to urner, as a witness : “ Was the 
defendant one of the persons consulted with, hi relation to separating Morgan from 
his friends at Batavia, as a means of suppressing the contemplated publication of a 
book concerning the secret of freemasonry ?” “Do you know that the defendant, 
Ezekiel Jewett, was applied to for a place, in or about fort Niagara, for the purpose 
of confining William Morgan ?” “Was you ever present when the subject of pre- 

R a place at fort Niagara, or at any other place within the county of Niagara, 

> confinement of Morgan, was discussed in presence of defendant ?” He sue* 
cessively refused to answer these questions ; and he was sentenced, for this contuma- 
cious conduct, for the first contempt, to thirty days imprisonment, and $250 fiije, and 
for the two last, to thirty days imprisonment, for each contempt. 

On the same trial, Eli Bruce and John Whitney, were called as witnesses, and 
successively refused to be sworn. Bruce was sentenced to thirty days imprisonment, 
for this contempt ; and Whitney to the like imprisonment, and also to pay a fine of 
$250. These individuals, are all liable under the laws of the state of New York, 
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to be further punished for their contempts, after conviction upon an indictment, by 
imprisonment lor one year each, and by a fine of $250. It is evident that no slight 
cause could have induced them to take this course, and subject themselves to such 
punishment. All of these witnesses had been tried for the conspiracy, and could 
not, therefore, be called in question again for that offence. No other individuals 
could be indicted thereafter, for any lesser offence than murder, as the statute of 
limitations had then barred prosecutions for any other offences connected^ with the 
Morgan outrage. It would seem as if the fraternity had set down, and coolly counted 
the cost of the matter; and had come to the determination, that it was wise to shut 
the door completely against the bare chance of establishing the murder of Morgan* 
by any facts or inferences to be derived from their testimony, even though it should 
be done at the expense of the liberty and property of some of its members. In these 
instances, the power of the fraternity came into collision with the laws of the land 
in a most marked manner, and set them, and their penal requirements at defiance* 
and prevailed in the conflict. The laws were seen to be impotent against a power 
so secret, so murderous, and so overwhelming. 

Public officers, who owned the power of the masonic obligations, have been found 
wanting in their duty, as officers, in relation to prosecutions connected with this out* 
rage. One honourable exception, however, exists, in the case of Bowen Whiting* \ 
Esq. district attorney of Ontario county, who, though a freemason, has fearlessly, 
honestly, and effectively, discharged his public duties, and given his best exertions 
with considerable success, to bring the offenders to punishment. With this except 
tion, no assistance whatever has been given during the whole course of the investiga- 
tion, by any adhering member of the masonic fraternity, in aid of the purposes of 
justice ; on the contrary, individual masons, not particularly implicated in the trans- 
action, have interposed every obstacle in their power, to prevent the developement 
of truth. Indeed it was apparent to every one, that freemasons, both collectively 
and individually, were decidedly opposed to any investigation of the outrages, and 
determined to suppress inquiry, if any effort of theirs could suppress it. Purses have 
been liberally opened, exertions have been freely given, to prevent convictions, to 
enable offenders to elude justice, and to aid in the removal and concealment of 
important witnesses. Though several of the conspirators have been convicted by an 
impartial jury of their country, and some of them have even confessed their guilt, 
yet not a single one of them has been subjected to even a masonic censure. On 
the contrary, most of the conspirators have received the marked countenance and sup- 
port of the order, been protected by its funds, and shared largely in its sympathies 
and in its patronage ; and even some of them, after their agency in the conspiracy, 
had been generally known, and publicly proven, have been raised to a still higher 
rank in the honours of the institution, as a reward, avowed in the case of Eli Bruce, 
for the very acts which should have consigned them to infamy and punishment. 
The severity of their punishment has been alleviated in every possible manner, by 
the sympathy, encouragement, and countenance of their masonic brethren ; and the 
disgrace which usually attends a criminal conviction, has been in a measure averted, 
by cheering the unfortunate men upon whom it presses, with the idea that it was a mar- 
tyrdom in the cause of heaven descended freemasonry. Indeed there have not been 
wanting public papers, which have dared, in the face of abundant proof, to say, that 
convicted conspirators were honest, upright, innocent, and persecuted men. The 
Rochester Craftsman, established in the winter of 1829, for the purpose of defending 
freemasonry, and endorsed by men otherwise honourable and respected, grossly 
libelled the court, jury and counsel, by whom Eli Bruce and John Whitney were con- 
victed, and boldly asserted that they were honest and innocent men, who had fallen 
victims to the prejudices of the times. For this libel, its editor was convicted and 

E unished; but he set at defiance the laws, and still persisted in the charges for which 
e had been brought to justice. John Whitney, after he had returned from the 
Southern states, where he had been hiding from justice for many months, was taken 
under the patronage of the fraternity, courted, cheered and sustained by them, and 
placed in the way of a lucrative and .profitable business. - After his release from die 
imprisonment to which he was consigned by the laws of his country, he was received 
at nis home with open arms, by the fraternity, and cheered and sustained by their 
countenance, support and patronage. Orsamus Turner, who was confined in the 
jail of Niagara county, for contumaciously refusing to answer proper and legal ques • 
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tions, was lauded in the Craftsman, and other kindred prints, as a miracle of con- 
stancy and firmness ; and when the period of his imprisonment had expired, he was 
conducted from the jail to a public tavern, in a coach and four, with enthusiastic 
demonstrations of respect by the fraternity, 

Facts of sueh a nature exist, as to induce the belief that the fraternity have, by 
means of the agents of their societies, furnished funds to support individuals convicted 
of an offence against the laws, to aid those indicted, and in one instance, to enable 
a suspected member to escape from the punishment of the laws of his own state. 

Some of those individuals who were first convicted and imprisoned for their partici- 
pation in these outrages, were, at the time of their imprisonment, known to be in 
embarrassed circumstances, yet, one of these individuals at least, found means to 
carry on his business while confined in jail, and at the expiration of his period of 
confinement, was found to be in better circumstances than at the commencement of 
his imprisonment. It has been stated, too, by Jarvis F. Hanks, a renouncing mason, 
that the Jerusalem chapter, of the city of New York, voted $500 for die benefit of 
the 44 western sufferers,” the mystic name by which those members who were suffer- 
ing under prosecution, were generally known by the fraternity.. It has also been 
stated, under such circumstances as to induce a belief of its truth, that the grand 
chapter of the state of New York, at its annual communication, in February, 1827, 
by a vote of that body, placed at the disposal of their grand scribe, a considerable sum 
of money. Whether this was done by a vote to increase 44 the charity fund,” or 
more expressly for the assistance of the 44 western sufferers,” we have not the infor- 
mation to enable us to determine. It is believed that it was understood by every 
member of the grand chapter then present, that the funds so appropriated were for 
the purpose of assisting in the defence and the support of the conspirators in the 
Morgan outrage. It is also understood, that the officer under whose control such 
ftinds were placed, expended them for the objects and purposes for which they were 
appropriated, and made a report at a subsequent communication of the said grand 
chapter, that he had so expended them. A portion of this' money is understood to 
have been employed in re-imbursing the expenses which individual members had 
before sustained in the same great object ; a portion was paid to some of the conspi- 
rators, who had become fugitives from their homes and country, for fear of punish- 
ment; and a portion was paid for the support of individuals who had been con- 
victed of a violation of the laws of the land. It has been stated, too, that further 
sums have been appropriated by the same grand chapter, for similar objects ; but the 
very organization of tne grand chapter, bound, as its members are, to secrecy, by 
oaths of surpassing strength, and guarded, as its sessions are, by naked weapons, 
would naturally prevent full evidence of its transactions from coming to the know- 
ledge of those not admitted within its guarded walls. The guilty secrets of this 
mystic body, would hardly pass lips sealed by dreadful oaths, or portals guarded by 
drawn swords. There is not, therefore, all that precision in relation to those facts 
which would be desirable ; yet it is known from the statement of the officers of the 
grand chapter themselves, that the expenditures of that body have been greatly 
increased within the last three years, so much so a* to encroach greatly upon the 
principal of their means. There is reason, also, to believe, that the legislative and 
executive councils of the state of New York have not been uncontaminated by ma- 
sonic influence, and that there persons have been lent to throw embarrassment in 
the way of the conviction of offenders against the laws. 

In the winter of 1827, a memorial was presented to the legislature of that state, 
setting forth the facts of Morgan’s abduction and murder, and the difficulties which 
stood m the way of bringing the perpetrators of that crime to justice, and praying 
that a committee might be appointed to strengthen the arm of the law. Though 
the chairman of the committee to whom this memorial was referred, reported in 
favour of the prayer of the petitioners, yet this report hardly received a decent con- 
sideration, ana was thrown indignantly among tne papers which were considered 
unworthy of legislative interference. In 1830, a convention representing the anti- 
masonic interest of the state of New York, presented a memorial to the legislature 
of that state, praying the appointment of a committee, with power to send for persons * 
and papers, to inquire whether the grand chapter of that state had interfered in the 
administration of justice, or aided, countenanced, or protected the violators of the 
laws. Though this memorial preferred heavy charges against the grand chapter, the 
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falsehood of which, if false they were, might have been disproved, by granting the 
reference asked, yet the legislature chose to refer it to the attorney general, who 
possessed no one of the powers necessary to a full and fair investigation of the sub- 
ject. In the winter of 1829, John C. Spencer, Esq. was appointed by the execu- 
tive of the state of New York, special counsel to conduct the prosecutions in relation 
to the Morgan outrages. He was a fearless, efficient, faithful and industrious officer, 
and entered with honesty, zeal, and energy upon the duties of his appointment. He 
prosecuted these duties for one year, and made his report to the executive disclosing 
the results of his investigations. Mr. Spencer was treated in such a manner by the 
authorities of the state, as to furnish convincing proof, that, in their estimation, he 
had been too faithful in the discharge of his duties. His confidential communications 
to the executive in relation to the means to be used in proving the crime of murder, 
were divulged through the agency of his masonic advisers, as is understood, to the 
counsel of some of the individuals implicated in the outrage. 

These are all the facts which your committee have had time to arrange in relation 
to the conduct and measures of masons to prevent a conviction of their fellow 
masons of the crime of the abduction and murder of William Morgan, but they are 
by no means, all that exist in relation to that subject. If they were all to be noted 
down, this report would swell to an inconvenient and perhaps unnecessary length. 
There are a thousand circumstances which have been noted by those who reside on 
the theatre of the outrage, which though minute and trifling in themselves, and 
which are, therefore, almost impossible to be communicated to others, yet have 
contributed to produce an impression, that the fraternity, both collectively and indi- 
vidually, have been strongly opposed to any investigation of these high handed 
offences against the laws. The taunts, the sneers, and the ridicule of some, and the 
vindictiveness, the malignity, and the threats of others, have gone into the account, 
to create a belief that the fraternity generally, with very few exceptions, have done 
all in their power to avert punishment from die heads of their offending brethren. 
Your committee submit this report of facts without a single comment, and will feel 
satisfied if any man, or number of men will be induced by it, to inquire into the 
nature of an institution whose principles yonr committee believe, authorized the 
commission of an outrage upon the liberty and life of a fellow citizen, and prompted 
its members to use every effort to avert the just intervention of the laws from the 
heads of the offenders. 
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Mr. Ward) from the Committee next hereafter mentioned , reported as follows : 

The Committee appointed to inquire when, where , and for what purpose free- 
masonry was first instituted ? What has been its progress ? Where has it flourished 
most? And what is now the probable number of the fraternity ? 

Respectfully report. 

When and where freemasonry originated. 

The origin of an earthly thing, does not always determine its character : but when 
the pride of birth, and the boast of an illustrious ancestry are assumed by a foundling, 
the assumption affects the character of the banding, and proves it to be destitute bom 
of virtue and truth. 

Freemasonry originated in England. 

Elias Ashmole , the last of the Kosicrucians and Alchymists, was admitted to the 
freedom of the operative masons’ company , in London, A.D. 1646, and died, 1692.(a) 

Robert Plot , LL.D. Ashmole' s librarian, speaks in his Natural History of Stafford- 
shire, 44 of a custom of admitting men into the society of freemasons also, 44 of a parch- 
ment volume , containing the history and rules of the craft of masonry and, also, of 
their secrets, 44 that none know but themselves , which I have reason to suspect,” he says, 
44 are, perhaps, as bad as this mystery of the craft itself than which there is nothing I 
ever met with more false and incoherent .” (b) 

Plot's Natural History of Staffordshire , written and published between 1666, and 
1696, we have not been able to obtain ; but should the above extracts from a masonic 
book, prove to be correct, it contains the earliest printed mention of masonic secrets 
within our knowledge. Neither Shakespeare nor Butler make apy allusion to free- 
masonry ; the writers neither of romance nor of song, name it in any work of the 17th 
century, with which we are acquainted ; nor Milton, nor Dryden, nor Addison. 

Freemasonry left its embryo state, in the Apple-tree Tavern, Charles-street, 
Covent Garden, London, and there assumed a regular form, on the 34th day of June, 
A. D. 1717, when the brethren of 44 the only four lodges in the south of England ,” 
elected Mr. Anthony Sayer , by a majority of hands, first grand master of masons, (c) 
This grand lodge chums the acknowledgment of its supremacy, by the whole body 
of the fraternity throughout the earth, (d) To this same grand lodge, and to those 
which have sprung up at York, Kilwinning, and Edinburgh, in imitation of it, we 
are able, by the help of masonic writers, to trace every particle of freemasonry now 
scattered over the lour quarters of the earth, (el The name, Franche-maconerie , on 
the continent of Europe, preserves the idiom of tne English language, at the expense 
of a gross violation of propriety in French, (f) And finally, the grand lodge of Eng- 
land by treaty with the grand lodge of Germany, dated Berlin, October 20, and 
London, November 30, 1773, confirmed to the several grand masters of different 
German states, the rights already granted, and bestowed all the remaining states 
upon the aforesaid grand lodge of Germany in consideration of £25 sterling, to be 
paid annually, (g) 

For what purpose was freemasonry instituted? 
i Freemasonry was instituted to dupe the simple for the benefit of the crafty. The 


(a) Bio. Brit. 

(b) Freemason’s Pocket Companion, p. 102. 

(cl Anderson’s Constitutions, Ed. Ed. p. 100. Preston, Richard’s Ed.p. 167. Smith. Lew * 
He, Scott, and others. 

(d) See the Latin inscription on plate put beneath the corner stone of Freemason’s Hall, Lon- 
don, A.D. 1775, as recorded by Preston, p. 310. Smith, p. 83. 

(e) Anderson, Scott, Smith, Preston, Robison, and others. 

(f) Essais sur la F ranche-masonerie. Par J. L. Laurens. 

(g) See the treaty in Smith's octavo of Masonry, p. 188. 
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object it has steadily pursued, Until its members have attained to mitres and crowns 
of masonry; and also to a political influence corresponding with their claims to 
imperial power. 

What has been its progress ? 

John Montague, duke of Montague, was chosen first noble grand master of ma- 
sons, A. D. 1721. (a) Anderson's “ Constitutions of Masonry” the first printed 
document of the fraternity, appeared A. D. 1723. (a) Thus nearly 300 years 
elapsed from the discovery of the art of printing, before this self styled most ancient 
and honourable fraternity added one work to the literature of the World. About this 
time, both Pope (b) and Swift (c) name freemasonry in terms of unqualified contempt. 
In 1726, provincial grand masters were first appointed, by whom freemasonry was 
carried to the different counties of England, to North and South Wales, and to 
Gibraltar; and so around the globe, (d) October 13th, 1730, it was disclosed, pub- 
lished, and sworn to, by Samuel Prichard, (e) an irreproachable citizen of Lon- 
don. (f) It was first planted in America, at Boston, A. D. 1733 ; at Charleston, S. 
C. and at Cape Coast, in Africa, and in the grand lodge of Scotland, A. D. 1736. (g) 
It was proscribed in 17^5, by the republic of Holland, (h) where it had been intro- 
duced by the Earl of Chesterfield, (i) in 1728. It was proscribed in France, 1737; 
in Italy, and by the Pope, 1738 ; and in the republic of Switzerland, in 1745. (k) 

The masons of Lyons, in France, partizans of Andrew Michael Ramsay, invented 
the order of kadosch templar (1) A. D. 1743 ; hence sprung the elect of nine, of fifteen, 
perfect masons , et cetera . In 1747, Ch. Ed. Stuart , son of the Pretender , received 
many favours of the masons at Arras, in France, and in return, gave them a warrant 
for holding a chapter, and called it the Scotch Jacobite . (m) This chapter was after- 
wards removed to Paris, with the name of chapitre d' Arras, and is the germ of royal 
arch masonry, which now modestly dates from the time of Zerubbabel. 

Freemasonry of three degrees, was thus disseminated over the civilized world ; 
and the degrees of perfection were commenced previous to the middle of the last 
century. To trace the progress of the mystery in all countries, and in all its different 
rites, is needless. The origin of the Scotch Lodge , of France, is found in La mere 
loge de St. Jean d'Ecosse , instituted at Marseilles, A. D. 1751. Hence sprang the 
Scotch masonry of Mexico, and of the world. In 1754, the Chevalier de Bonneville 
instituted a chapter of the high degrees, from which the German Baron, Hund , took 
the rite called strict observance. Martinez Pascalis invented the order of elect priests, 
from which sprang the Martinists of tfie French Revolution. In 1756, 44 the grand 
lodge of France ” first took its name, having previously styled itself, “the grand 
English Lodge of France.” Precis Hist. vol. 1, p. 37. 

In 1758, at Paris, was established the first Council of Emperors of the East and 
West , Sovereign Princes , Freemasons ! Among the founders of this dynasty, we find 
the names of Lacorne le maitre de danse , and Pirlet , le tailleur d habits : in plain Eng- 
lish, a dancing master and a tailor. 

The sovereigns, by their warrant, dated August 27, 1761, 6ent sublime and per- 
feet masonry to the new world, by the hand of Stephen Morin , a Jew; Morin 
planted it in the West Indies ; and a council at Kingston, in Jamaica, gave it to 
Henry Andrew Franken . Franken , by a patent, dated 6 December, 1778, gave it 
to Moses Michael Hayes , a Jew, afterwards grand master of Massachusetts ; Hayes 


(a) Anderson’s Constitutions of Masonry. 

(b) Pope’s Letters. Vol. 2d. 

(c) A Letter from the grand mistress of female freemasons, to Geo. Faulkner, printer. i 

Swift’s Works. Vol. 12, p. 331. 

(d) Scott, Preston, and Anderson. 

(e) Masonry Dissected. By Samuel Prichard. 

(f) Anderson’s Constitutions. 2d Ed. 

(g) Anderson, Scott, Smith, and Preston. 

(h) Smith, p. 193. 

(i) Anderson’s Constitutions, p. 112, and 129, connected with Lord Chesterfield’s embassy 
to Hague, and the Current History of Masonry. 

(k) Smith, Scott, and Lawrie. 

<1) Robison. New York Ed. p. 44. Precis Historique. Vol. 1. p. 32. 

(m) Precis Historique, and Esprit Du Dogma, p. 182 
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gave it to Sp&zer f of Charleston, S. C. and there the heirs of Lacome and PirUt now 
sway the sceptre of freemasonry, “ under the celestial canopy of the zenith,” ‘over . 
44 both hemispheres .” (a) 

Where freemasonry has flourished most. 

Russia. Spain, Portugal, Naples, and Rome, make freemasonry a capital offence. 
There is no crime in the mummery to die for under the gallows ; the offence lies in 
the political use made of freemasonry, dangerous to all governments. The sove- 
reigns of France, England, Prussia, Netherlands, Sweden, and Brazil, take the fra- 
ternity under the royal guardianship. This is not because their majesties love the 
farce of the lodge-room, hut they fear its political tendency. 

Great Britain has pursued both the restrictive and the protective course at the 
some time. While the late king was heir apparent to the throne, he was made grand 
master of masons ; and the parliament forbade the increase of the number of lodges 
in the three kingdoms ; and also forbade the adoption of any degrees, except only the 
first three in masonry. The statute bears date 39th year of George IU. and is now 
in force. 

The only countries in which freemasonry flourishes* neither forbidden nor restrained, 
are the republics of North America. Here the growth is without a parallel ; (except 
in France, during the last years of Louis XVI.) a growth honourable to the freedom, 
but dangerous to the stability of our public institutions. 

CONCLUSION. 

“ Out of the earth a fabric huge 

Rose like an exhalation, with the sound 
Of dulcet symphonies, and voices sweet, 

Built like a temple/ 7 — Milton's description of Pandemonium. 

The corner stone was laid at London, on mechanics’ holiday, A. D. 1717; thirty 
to forty stories have since been erected, and some towers have been raised to the 
fearful height of ninety, and even one hundred and tw enty degrees : the walls are 
living men of all Christendom, to the number of a million, 300,000 of whom are in 
this country, bound together by ties upon their fame, their life, and the future salva- 
tion of their souls. It has a ritual, an 4 altar, a priesthood, and worshippers. It is an 
unhallowed temple, whose votaries are admitted, in attire for a gallows. It has a 
government, and laws, an empire, and crowned heads, and a book of constitutions 
and a sword. It is the temple of tyranny, where young men swear fealty to an un- 
known prince. It is a refuge of lies ; neither truth, nor righteousness, nor patriotism 
will suffer it longer to defile the earth. 

(a) Precis His. Dalcho’s Orations and others. For Franken’s commission to Hayes, see the 
Providence Free Press, Vol. I. No. 2. 
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Mr. Oliver , from the Committee next hereafter mentioned , made a Report a» foliate* : 

The Committee appointed by the United States Anti-Masonic Convention, to 
examine into the character of freemasonry, and to inquire how far its pretensions 
have been supported by facts, respectfully submit the following Report : 

Before entering upon the duties of their appointment, your Committee were fully 
aware that this subject would require a more elaborate discussion, than the limited 
time of the sitting of this Convention would afford; they have, therefore, thought 
proper to present no more than a brief outline of the most prominent pretensions and 
practices of freemasonry, as they are now exposed to the world. 

If we allow its own staudard authors the privilege of answering for the institutioa, 
“it claims to be an association of divine origin, emanating from, and communicated 
by the Deity himself to Adam, and through him to Enoch, Methuselah, and Noah, 
and thus to the succeeding ages of the world, to Solomon, and the Prophets and 
Apostles, down to the sovereign pontiffs, princes, and potentates of the earth ; and 
to all the subsequently initiated members of their mystical order, to the present 
day.” 

But when we consult the pages of ancient history, both sacred and profane, there 
is not the least trace or allusion to any such organized society, anterior to the 
eighteenth century ; at which period, viz. anno domini, 1717, modem history 
informs us that this fraternity held their first meeting in the city of London ; and 
subsequently, in the year 1723, they published their first book of constitutions. Con- 
sequently all its pretensions to an ancient origin, are founded on mere tradition, 
which, of all evidence, is the most vague and inconclusive. As a proof of this asser- 
tion, we appeal to the sacred history ; and by a comparison of events with their re- 
spective dates, we find the masonic traditions confounding and blending distinct and 
separate periods of time, comprising an interval of several hundred years, and quoting 
he sayings of some of the inspired writers long before they had an existence ! Nu- 
merous instances of perverting the sacred text might be cited ; but for the sake of 
brevity, we shall name but few to show the fact. In the ceremony of the mark mas- 
ters* degree in masonry, the candidate is instructed respecting the curious white key 
stone, prepared byUiram Abiff, and the passage from the Apocalypse is made to 
apply to this circumstance, as a promised reward to the faithful masonic brethren. 

“ To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden manna, and will give him | 
a white stone, and in the stone a new name written, which no man knoweth sating him 
that receiveth it and the lecture continues, representing this key stone , covered with 
hieroglyphics, as the very stone alluded to in Holy Writ ! ! Again, in the royal arch 
degree, the same language of inspiration is made to apply to the pretended pot of 
manna found in the ark of the covenant, under the ruins of the old temple at Jerusa- 
lem ; thus impiously perverting the sacred writings, to support the insipid tradi- 
tions of the order. And again, in settling the pretended difficulty among the craft 
about their wages, Solomon is made to speak the words of our Saviour, not uttered 
until a thousand years afterwards, in his parable of the husbandman to his hired 
servants : “ Friend, I do thee no wrong ; didst thou not agree to work for a penny a 
day.” Many of the fraternity have never examined into the truth or falsity of these 
traditions* being disposed to give implicit assent to their correctness, or passing them 
oyas matter of indifference ; but if they will seriously consider these incongruities in 
connection with other impositions and falsities practised upon their credulity, they 
will discover that the whole system is a tissue of falsehood and deception. Specu- 
lative freemasonry has ever pretended to impart to its recipients very important 
secrets in morality , philosophy , and science ; and many of the reverend clergy have 
declared, that they joined the institution with the view of improving themselves in the 
principles of morality. Uow far these have been instructed in the way of saty- 
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don, let their own consciences decide. Elder David Bernard, whose expositions of ' 
this mystery of iniquity entitle him to the character of a public benefactor, thusr 
describes his own views of the institution : “ Wishing to avail myself of every auxi- 
liary in promoting the glory of God, and the happiness of my fellow men, I readily j ■ 
received the three first degrees. My disappointment none can know, but those who / 
have, in similar circumstances, been led mto the same path of folly and sin. I > 
silently retired from the institution, and for three years was hardly known as a ma- 
son. Not being able to advocate its cause from the knowledge 1 had derived of its p 
principles, and supposing the obligations 1 had received were morally binding, I could ^ . ~ 
say neither pro nor con concerning it, without a violation of my conscience. With ' 
these views, I embraced an offer to advance into the higher orders of mysticism, and ' * : 

reached forward to attain the desired end. In the reception of the chaptoral de- % * 
grees, my embarrasment increased. When I came to the oath of the royal arch 
mason, which obligates to deliver a companion, “ right or wrong” I made a full 
stop, and objected to proceeding. I was then assured in the most positive terms, 
that all would in the end be explained to my full satisfaction. But no such expla- 
nation ever took place.” r \ 

Here is high authority for denouncing the institution as altogether false in its pre- ( Sr ' ' 
tensions, to which might he added the testimony of hundreds of others of equal ere- i) { f ! ^ 
dibility. Of its scientific pretensions, the Hon. Cadwalader D. Golden, of New 
York, another seceding mason, thus observes: “that all the science ever taught in ' , 7 . 

the lodge, may be comprised in the few following words, viz. that the sun rises in 'j, ' \ v 
the East, and sets in the West; that the sun rules the day, and the moon rules^ the 
night ! !” It would require a volume to record the testimony of all those who have ' 

discovered the false pretensions of freemasonry, and who have denounced the insti- , 

tudon as unworthy to exist in a land of freedom ; but the design of the present report I 
being to present the most prominent objections in a condensed form, we pass on to 
give some other reasons for warning our fellow men to shun its dangerous snares. 

Another of its hollow pretences is found in the declaration “ that one of its prin- 
cipal objects is to distribute and dispense its funds to charitable purposes;” but by a 
reference to its own records, it may be seen that the amount of the funds thus distri- 
buted, does not exceed the gratuitous distributions of other men who have no con- 
nexion with their secret order ; and that a very large amount of the initiation fees 
received, are expended in the frivolous decorations of their persons and lodge rooms, 
and their festivities and funeral ceremonies. From the examination of the records 
of St. John’s Lodge, in the city of Boston, commencing in the year 1780. now in the 
possession of a member of this convention, it appears that the amount of'their cha- 
ritable distributions in eighteen years, was $35 *76 ; while the aggregate amount of 
the receipts and expenditures for the same time, exceeded the sum of $1800 ! 


Freemasonry professes unbounded charity, by holding fellowship with all nations, \ > 

both J IJ(t 


kindreds, tongues, and people; and pretends to embrace in Christian love 
Christian, Mahomedan and infidel, who are all taught to reverenci 
adore the great supreme in undivided, undistinguished unity ; yet the Jew can 




reject the doctrine of Christianity, and the Mahomedan deny the scriptures altoge- I 

7 / 


tber, and the infidel ridicule the existence of a God, and all meet together upon the ii , 

great square and level of masonry, and receive instruction from this b oaste^ haqd k t 

maid of r eligion t The same oaths are administered to all, and the same pretended 
pious lectures are mysteriously adapted to all its followers ! Many young divines 
have been induced, (from its claiming to be the handmaid of religion,) when about 
to leave their native country, to offer themselves as candidates for masonry, with a 
view to enlarge their understanding of moral and religious subjects, and secure for 
themselves an easier passport to the wise and good of foreign nations. But the sum 
and substance of all its pretensions to a religious character, according to the testi- 
mony of hundreds of those who are now willing to expose the fraud, consists in an 
artful collection of scripture texts, arranged to correspond to the several degrees, and 
indiscriminately submitted to believers and unbelievers, as a test of their fidelity to 
the order! Since the late disclosures of the secret ceremonies of the older, the fra- 
ternity have repeatedly affirmed, “ that it never was designed that the penalties of 
their obligations should receive a literal construction ; that by repeating the obliga- 
tion, with the penalty annexed, the candidate merely invoked those tortures if he 
riiould wilfully and knowingly violate the obligation.” But the whole machinery 
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of the institution forms a negative to this assertion, which is not in the power of its 
advocates to remove. The very first conviction that impresses the candidate (when 
about to be initiated) in seeing an officer guarding the door with a deadly weapon, 
is the danger to be apprehended from an unlawful intrusion ; and at every succeed- 
ing step, he is constantly reminded of the penalties of his obligations. In divesting 
the candidate of nearly all his apparel, he is deprived of the power of escaping with 
decency ; and while he submits to this* pretended necessary preparation , the sense of 
shame at his own degradation weakens his resolution to attempt an escape ; and if 
the confessions of seceding masons are sufficient testimony to warraut belief, the pre- 
viously initiated enjoy the embarrassment of the new candidate as a sort of offset for 
their own former degradation. The halter, or cable tow n and the sharp pointed 
instrument to the naked breast, are evidently designed to increase the dread of a pe- 
nalty; while the utter unconsciousness of the scene around him, as his optics are 
deprived of their ordinary functions by the close drawn bandage, the more readily 
suggests imaginary evil, which must always produce a mental excitement and alarm. 
Then the mock assassination of Hiram Abiff, is calculated to impress the mind with 
the awful consequences of a curiosity to pry into the pretended mystery, and the 
final sacrifice of the fabled Jubela , Jubelo , and Jubelum , agreeably to their own im- 
precations, is a convincing proof that the penalties were intended to be literally con- 
strued. And all the subsequent oaths and penalties are evidently designed for the 
same effect; for, as the obligations increase, in the same proportion the penalties 
are made to increase in barbarous enormity ; and it is to these penalties, literally 
construed, that the institution owes its continuance from its origin to the present 
day. For without these terrific appendages, such a flagrant imposition upon the 
credulity of mankind could never have been concealed ; therefore it is a preposterous 
absurdity to assert, that it has adopted a form of words without a significant mean- 
ing, for on their literal import has depended its very existence ! ! 

In conclusion, it may now be safely affirmed, that speculative freemasonry 
has, by its gaudy trappings and false pretensions, allured the feet of the credulous 
and unwary into its toils, promising to impart important secrets, which no one has 
ever realized ; and enjoined the imposition with eternal secrecy, under the pains and 
penalties of a cruel death!! Such are her pretensions and promises, and thus has 
she fulfilled them. So will all testify, who have 1: ad the courage and magnanimity 
to burst her bonds, and honestly confess the truth. 
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Mr. Morrisi from the Committee next hereafter mentioned , reported as follows : 

The Committee to whom was referred the examination of the evidence, as to the 
truth of the disclosures contained m a work published by Elder David Bernard, en- 
titled “ Light on Masonry ,” report, 

That the abduction and murder of Morgan by the masonic fraternity, for the 
alleged crime of revealing the lower degrees of masonry, is ample confirmation of 
the truth of those degrees, as contained in Elder Bernard’s book. The evidence 
furnished by this fact, must be conclusive as against the institution of masonry, be- 
cause there could be noother possible pretence for the infliction of masonic vengeance 
upon its victim, than his disclosure of the secrets of the order. If the murder of Mor- 
gan was not resorted to, as the means of either preventing or punishing the revela- 
tion of secrets deemed by their professors of the highest importance, it was an act 
of atrocious barbarity, without motive or the pretext of justification. The masonic 
fraternity have, therefore, stamped upon Morgan’s disclosures the impress of mar- 
tyrdom, and sealed his testimony with the blood of their victim. 

The evidence to the truth of these disclosures, furnished by seceders from the in- 
stitution, is, in the judgment of the Committee, entitled to full credit. The character 
of the witnesses in point of intelligence, integrity, and veracity, their means of know- 
ing the facts, the total absence of every inducement to falsify those facts, the perfect 
ease with which their disclosures, if false, can be refuted, and the facility of effecting 
their conviction of perjury, in those cases where their disclosures have been supported 
by their oaths in judicial proceedings, forbid the supposition that their disclosuresare 
not true. In the state of New York, a considerable number of the seceders are clergy- 
men of different denominations, whose constitutional interdict from holding offices, 
furnishes an effectual refutation of the allegation 60 generally and so falsely cir- 
culated, that political power is the object of the opponents of masonry. The intelli- 
gence, virtue, and piety of these gentlemen can leave no doubt, that the most im- 
perative sense of duty to their God and their country prompted their secession frpm 
the order, and their disclosure of its secrets. That spirit of masonic malice, “whose 
heart coins slanders like a mint,” has sought to invalidate the testimony of the sece- 
ders, imputing to them the commission of moral perjury. The intelligence of the 
age in which we live, requires no laboured exposition of the proposition, equally sanc- 
tioned by ethics and by law, that oaths extrajudicially administered, dictated like 
those of masonry by force or fraud, and directly conflicting with the paramount duties 
of the citizen to his God and his country, are neither legally nor morally obligatory. 
The faithful and literal performance of the sworn obligation of the brethren of the 
mystic tie, to mark the seceder as an object of masonic vengeance, to asperse his 
character, defame his. reputation, derange his business, and point him out to the 
world as a vicious and unworthy vagabond, is a volume of masonic testimony to the 
truth of the disclosures made by the seceders. 

In corroboration of the other evidence of the truth of these disclosures, the Com- 
mittee deem it not unimportant to advert to the fact, that in this free republic, where 
every subject human aud divine is by the nature of our institutions subjected to the or- 
deal of public discussion ; freemasonry alone is attempted to be an exception to the 
general rule, and its all-powerful influence is exerted to muzzle the press, to gag the ora- 
tor, to obstruct or iucommode the assemblage of conventions, to prevent examination of 
its claims, and stifle all inquiry into its principles and practices. Freemasonry, alone, 
of all the subjects which affect our rights and duties here, and our accountabilities 
hereafter, denies the control of public sentiment, and defies the tribunal of public 
opinion. 
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The truth of many of the facts disclosed in the work entitled “ Light on Masonry,'* 
rests not, however, solely upon the testimony to which the Committee have as yet 
adverted. The records of the courts of justice furnish evidence upon this subject, 
which sophistry cannot pervert, prevarication evade, or impudence deny. It is 
judicial evidence upon the very fact in question. In Judge Gardiner’s report, made 
to the senate of the state of New York, pursuant to their resolution, of the testi- 
mony taken before him upon the trial of Elihu Mather, the obligations and oaths 
assumed by members of the fraternity upon their admission, and particularly those 
of the royal arch degree, binding the member to extricate a brother from difficulty 
right or wrong, are confirmed and established by the testimony of members of the 
masonic order, not seceders, who were yet attached to, and presiding in the lodges, 
and who state! upon their oaths these obligations in the terms and nearly the words, 
in which they are divulged in the work in question. In various trials before magis- 
trates in the state of New York, in suits prosecuted for alleged infractions of the 
statute, prohibiting juggling and shows, against persons professing to exhibit the 
ceremonies attendant on the admission of masons, members of the order, yet at- 
tached to the lodges, of unblemished reputations, and one of them a member of 
thq present Congress, testified that the mode and manner of initiating members, and 
the oaths taken by themselves and by others on admission, were the samto as set forth 
by Elder Bernard. 

Other trials in the same state, one of which being upon a promissory note for the 
initiation fee on admission into a lodge, the defence to which consisting in the <|yant 
of consideration, distinctly presented the inquiry into the truth of the disclosure of 
masonic secrets, furnished indisputable judicial evidence, that the rights and ceremo- 
nies, the oaths and obligations of the lodges were correctly detailed. 

The Committee are unanimously of opmion, that the evidence extrinsic and intrin- 
sic, direct and collateral, positive and circumstantial, is such as can leave no doubt 
on the mind of any rational man, that the disclosures contained in the work, entitled 
“ Light on Masonry ,” particularly in regard to the degrees in use in this country, are 
authentic and unquestionable. 


LETTER FROM ELDER N. N. WHITING TO ELDER DAVID BERNARD, APPENDED TO 
THE FOREGOING REPORT BJT ORDER OF THE CONVENTION. 

Vernon, Oneida County, N. Y. September 7, 1890. 

Elder D. Bernard, 

Influenced, as I humbly trust, by a sense of the duty which I owe to the friends of 
truth and the happiness of mankind, I hereby certify, that the various masonic de- 
grees contained in the list below, and published by you in the work entitled “ Light 
on Masonry,” are genuine and authentic, and may fie relied on as such by the world. 
I farther certify, that the degrees from that of knight of the East and West, to that 
of Sublime Prince of the Royal Secret inclusive, were conferred on me and several 
others informally, that is, without the use of the various ceremonies detailed in those 
degrees as published; that a simple obligation of secrecy being administered, we 
were left to learn the nature and tendency of those degrees from the manuscripts in 
which they were contained ; that this mode of conferring the degrees is a regular 
one, when there is no organized consistory for the Sublime Degrees. I farther cer- 
tify, that an agent of the Supreme Council of Sovereign Grand Inspectors General, 
(which Council has its place of meeting in Charleston,' S. C.) was employed to com- 
municate the Sublime Degrees to an officer of high masonic rank in the state of New 
York, and that through that officer said degrees have been conferred on various per- 
sons residing in said state* 



List of Degrees referred to above . 


Secret Master, 

Perfect Master, 

Intimate Secretary, 
Provost and Judge, 
Intendant of the Buildings, 
Elected Knights of Nine, 
Elected Grand Master, 


Illustrious Knight, 

Grand Master Architect, 
Knight of 9th Arch. 

G. E. and S. Mason, 
Knight of the E. and W. 
Sov. Prince of Rose-Croix, 
Grand Pontiffi 
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Mr. Taylor , from the Committee next hereafter mentioned , reported as follows : 

The Committee appointed to inquire what has been the influence of freemasonry 
upon the public press ; and whether it be expedient for this convention to adopt any 
measures in relation thereto, respectfully report, 

That the result of their inquiries presents a state of the press, alike discreditable to 
its character, and alarming to all who love the liberties and the independence of their 
country. 

As nearly as your Committee have been able to ascertain, there are published in 
all the states, an aggregate of 983 newspapers. 

These have divided themselves into three distinct classes. The first consists of 
those which have issued from the press since the year 1826, founded exclusively upon 
the principle of opposition to freemasonry, or so conducted, comprising 124 of the 
above number; oi which are published in the state of Pennsylvania 53; New York 
46 ; Connecticut 2 ; Rhode Island 1 ; Massachusetts 5 ; Vermont 4; New Jersey 2 ; 
Ohio 9 ; Indiana 1 ; and 1 in the territory of Michigan. 

These have been established by the zeal, and supported by the liberal contributions 
of the middling and unambitious classes of society ; with no motive but the attain- 
ment and dissemination of those alarming truths, which they had sought for in vain, 
through the ordinary channels of intelligence. These publications have been prin- 
cipally commenced since the murder of Morgan ; and they have been metat the thresh- 
old, by the hostility of that fraternity, which has hitherto controlled as with an iron 
sceptre, every interest which they have not deemed beneath their notice. 

Against a combination, whose hands have not refused to wield the weapons of dis- 
honourable warfare, and labouring under every possible disadvantage, this Spartan 
band has contended with a zeal and steady perseverance, which indicate that the 
patriotism of the heroes of ’76, still animates with undiminished fervour, the breasts 
of many of their offspring. 

The next class of periodical publications, consists of such as have been founded 
exclusively upon masonic principles, and are sustained by masonic patronage. These 
were established and are conducted in the strictest accordance with that law of illumi- 
nism which is given by Weishaupt in these words, “ newspapers and reviews must be 
established to calumniate every influential man, who cannot be brought over to our 
party.” They live in an atmosphere of falsehood ; and like the unclean beast which 
rattens upon the poisonous vapours of its own dungeon, draw their nutriment from 
the calumny of the best and purest ; and when summoned to the bar of public jus- 
tice, they go forth convicted libellers, glorying in their shame. 

The third class comprehends all those, with a few honourable exceptions, which 
were in successful operation, not exclusively masonic, when Morgan’s illustrations of 
masonry were first suffered to behold the light. 

These papers scattered through the whole extent of our country, ushered from a 
thousand presses, daily, weekly, monthly, and quarterly, and professing to give the 
minutest intelligence upon every subject of general or limited interest; the con- 
stant inmate of every home ; the daily visitant of every fireside ; have acquired an 
influence as absolute as the laws of our land, and as wide as the country which we 
inhabit. To meet the spirit of inquiry, the caterers for the press, are unwearied in 
their efforts. They draw their supplies from every quarter of the globe ; they eagerly 
lay hold of every occurrence, foreign or domestic, trivial or important, and send it 
forth, to gratify the cravings of the public curiosity. In these efforts to give interest 
to the publications of the day, no industry is spared ; no topic is beneath their notice ; 
but the broad fields of fiction, of politics, of science, of tne arts and of religion are 
ransacked ; and having explored them all, and gathered every palatable fruit, these 
indefatigable men, like the daughter of the horseleech, are unsatisfied still. 
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An ordinary murder, in which a solitary individual was implicated, has rung 
through all bur papers, for mouths together : and the illegal detention of a foreigner, 
an alleged defaulter, has set whole cities in a flame. This was indeed the indication 
of a blessed spirit ; for it proves that our citizens know the value of liberty and law, 
and are jealous of the slightest infringement of them. But an American citizen was 
outrageously kidnapped and torn from his family, confined in a dungeon, transported 
through a thickly settled country, and murdered under circmnstances of the most 
cold blooded barbarity, and these same presses are silent as the grave. He who 
could compass sea and land to gather news, seemed to have forgotten his occupation ; 
and that “ blessed spirit** which! burst forth like the flames of a volcano, because 
the laws had been violated in the person of an alleged swindler, gave no signs 
of life. In the region where this outrage had been perpetrated, the criminal 
apathy or connivance of the conductors of the press, alarmed the people : they arose 
in their might and established independent papers, through which the truth has been 
fearlessly disseminated, in defiance of the threats and calumnies of that all-powerful 
institution. Without the aid of these presses, the mass of the people in New York 
and Pennsylvania, Massachusetts and Vermont, would at this moment, have been 
ignorant that William Morgan ever lived. Nay, after crowds of witnesses have 

E roved his murder, by circumstances amounting to certainty; after adhering masons 
ave trampled upon the authority of our courts of justice ; have defied the power of 
heaven and earth, and alleged as their only excuse, that the truth would implicate 
themselves in the bloody deed; there are still thousands in our land, aud men too of 
intelligence and virtue, who believe that the story of that murder is all a fiction. 

Why is this ? Why is it, that among our intelligent population such gross and dis- 
graceful ignorance prevails ? It is because the public press is palsied by a power un- 
seen, and controlled by an influence of unlimited operation. Through the medium of 
the press the public mind has been poisoned, so that none, however elevated, can ex- 
press a just indignation against the perpetrators of a horrid crime, or against the in- 
stitution, which justifies and protects the criminal, without the risk of being denounced 
as a fanatic, or a fool, or a designing man. 

Your Committee are aware that some of them have been driven by dire necessity 
to adopt a course, at which their better feelings revolt. 

But in view of all the facts, the Committee are constrained to say, that in their 
opinion, the conductors of the press, who have made themselves voluntarily ob- 
noxious to the charge of suppressing intelligence intensely interesting to the Ameri- 
can people ; of refusing to sound the alarm, when liberty has been invaded, our 
laws trampled in the dust, and life wantonly sacrificed ; who have systematically in- 
sulted the memory of the <|ead, and calumniated the living ; who have wielded their 
mighty power at the will of a secret and corrupt combination, and have used their 
influence to pervert the truth and mislead the public mind ; who have shown them- 
selves willing rather to jeopard our dearest interests, than to risk the loss of patron- 
age or incur the enmity of freemasonry ; have proved faithless “ sentinels upon the 
watch-towers of liberty ;*’ and unworthy the confidence of those who justly value the 
dear bought privileges of American citizens. 
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Mr. Hopkm*,from the Committee next hereafter mentioned, reported as follow* : 

The Committee to whom it was referred, “ to take into consideration the true nature 
of masonic oaths or obligations, and to report whether they are, or are not, reli- 
giously, morally, or legally binding; and whether they are, or are not, in collision 
-with the higher obligations of allegiance and duty, which every good citizen is under, 
to support the constitution and laws of his country,” respectfully report: 

That the terms of this reference, being general, embrace all masonic obligations 
whatever. In the application of the subject to the oaths as revealed, it appears to the 
committee, that the matter of those oaths may properly come under the following 
considerations, namely: 1st. Of oaths which respect matters merely frivolous. 2d. 
Of those, if any there be, which respect matters entirely lawful and proper, and not 
Unimportant. 3d. Of those, which by their natural tendency and operation are 
hostile to social order, good manners, or equal right, but without requiring any spe- 
' cific offence. 4th. Of those, which are directly illegal, whether that illegality is ex- 
pressed in terms, or is afterwards deduced, as an unexpected consequence. Illegality 
in oaths may be of man) different kinds : the object of them may be either directly 
criminal, or they may lead to breaches of prior duty, obligation or contract, or of 
political allegiance. Respecting all these, the inquiry is, whether they are religiously, 
morally, or legally binding. 

And first, as to their legal obligation, the committee report; that none of these 
being oaths authorized or required for any purpose known to the laws, they are not 
legally binding in any possible case (a). The remaining questions concern their 
obligation in conscience. 

An oath is defined by moral writers as an act of religion (b), by which the 
affirmant appeals to the Supreme Being, to witness the truth of what he affirms to 
n be true, or his fidelity in tne performance of that, which he promises to perform. 
Such a transaction presupposes the infirmity of all human sanctions. It applies to 
the thoughts and intents of the heart ; and therefore it appeals to him who knows 
them/ it presupposes also, that the "being who is appealed to, is both able and dis- 
posed to punish perjury. The universal adoption Of oaths, by all nations, to sanction 
such public and solemn engagements as the laws cannot sufficiently reach ; such, for 
example, as fidelity to governments, the observance of treaties, and truth in giving 
testimony, is a proof, that a sense of the sanctity of oaths, is deeply graven upon the 
heart of man. Grotius observes, that in every nation, and in every age, an oath ha 9 
always been of the greatest weight in promises, contracts, and agreements (c). 
If the use of solemn oaths is found thus universal, and thus necessary to man, in his 


(a) See opinioq of Marcey, J. in The People vs. Jewett, at Loekport, 1830. 

(b) They all seem to follow Cicero’s definition in the third book De Officiis : Est enim ius- 
jnrandum affirmatio religiosa; quod autem affirmate, quasi Deo teste, promisseris, id tenendum 
eet. See also Grotius de Jure cel. et Pac. Lib. II. Cap. XIII. 

Puffendorf. Droit de la Nat. Lib. IV. Chap. I. 

Domat’s civil law. Book III. Tit. 6. $. 6. 

Paley’s Moral Philosophy, Book III. Chap. XVI. 

Rutherforth’8 Institutes, ch. xiv. 

"Opinion of Trott, afterwards Ch. Just, of South Carolina, under the colonial government m 1. 
Hall’s Law Journal, p. 2. The precise definition in the text above, is rather gathered from all, 
than copied from any one. 

(c) In the chapter before cited. In this chapter he has collected a great number of examples 
to show the reverence of almost all nations for oaths. But Barbeyrac, in his notes on Puffbn- 
dorf, says, that the Peruvians used mo oath, but a simple averment before the* Inca. He cites 
Garcila$o de Vega for this fact, in his history of the Incas. 
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social condition ; and if it is past doubt, that “ there is a God who governs the world,** 
and has planned the existence of social order, then we arrive, even without the aid 
of revelation, to the conclusion, that the use of oaths is a part of the divine economy, 
and that the breach of them will be a subject of special punishment. 

The Committee, thus quoting the authority of the most distinguished guides in the 
philosophy of morals, wish to repeat the remark, that they all, both Pagan and Chris- 
tian, speak in effect of an oath, as “ an act of religion.” The Commitiee submit, 
therefore, that they have properly referred to the great principle of religious obliga- 
tion, though reporting to a body, whose members may be supposed to differ much 
in their particular creeds. The very terms in which this subject is referred, embrace 
the moral and religious bearings of the question. The resolution treats the subject 
as a question of conscience ; and questions of conscience can have little meaning, 
except as they regard the responsibility of man to his final judge. 

A farther explanation may seem to be called for. Now, that divisions exist, and 
excitement operates, regarding the merits of freemasonry, the mere unsupported 
conclusions oi this Committee or this Convention, adopted upon recent views of the 

Q uestion, might fail, perhaps justly, to command universal confidence. This has in- 
uced the Committee to nave much recourse to authorities, whether sacred or pro- 
fane ; and they mean not to advance any important proposition in morals, without 
the most ample support of the inspired, or of the wise and good, who wrote before free- 
masonry existed. 

An oath, then, is truly a transaction between man on one part, and liis Almighty 
Judge on the other. It is a transaction in which, according to the general economy 
of divine Providence, the special power of that Judge is called into exercise, to give 
effect to such necessary and important engagements of men, as can, in no other man- 
ner, receive a sufficient guaranty(a). 

All these principles apply to lawful oaths, taken for some useful and important 
purpose. But the first question now to be considered, regards those oaths which are 
for objects merely trifling or worthless. If the position is established, that an oath 
effectually calls into exercise the avenging power of the Supreme Being, to punish 
falsehood, (and on any other supposition, all oaths are a fraud and an imposture,) 
then it follows, that oaths for trifling and vain objects, are a direct act of irreverence 
towards that power. They are, then, a practical perversion of one of his great en- 
gines for the support of human society ; and a defiance of that penalty which every 
oath supposes to be imprecated. In whatever degree an oath for a high and impor- 
tant purpose, is sacred, in that degree, the use of it for any low, base, and worthless 
object, is a profanation. But the case under consideration, supposes these oaths to 
be already taken ; and the question is, what is the further duty of those who have 
taken them, and how they may best escape the danger of further offences against 
conscience. 

The Committee have not brought this branch of the subject into view, because it 
is in itself exceedingly important ; but rather, because being obliged to examine a 
great mass of oaths of very various import, it seemed to be their duty to present the* 
subject in due method ; and because the conclusions to be drawn from this branch, 
will tend to throw light upon others. 

If an oath for a vain or worthless purpose, is a transaction with the Supreme 
Judge, then he is a party to that transaction, considered as a binding one ; then be it 
a party, not to punish the trifling, or unlawfulness in taking the oath, but he is a 
party to see it executed, or to punish the non execution. 

But can the power of the God of all worlds, be thus called into operation by the ca- 
price of man, to execute the vain engagements which folly may prompt ? 

The Committee know of no divine or human authority, for saying that such an 
engagement, considered strictly as an oath, is binding, Puffendorf, who wrote 400 
years before masonry existed, has expressly stated his opinion, that “ oaths oblige 
not when they are absurd and impertinent” (b). Doubtless, they are immoral and 

(a) Un serment n’oblige pas, si Dieu ne l’accepte. Puffendorf as above cited, $ VIII. 
(An oath obliges not, if God does not accept it.) 

' (b) Car ils (les serments) n’oblige nt pas, non senlment lorsqu’ils concement les chose* illi 
cites, maia encore losqu’ils sont absurdes et impertinents. Puffendorf, as above, $ X. 
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most offensive to our God and Judge ; but no proof is peoeoirod te Ho orii oo 
punish the offence considered, as a breach of the oath, sad became ho soya mm dho 
observance. 

, A very different question remains, when we consider what is doe tor l erc w a o to 
that high and holy name, which we invoke in every lawful oath, aad which wo pro- 
fane in every one that is unlawful. No man who has unhappily taken a fight oath, 
will, when his heart becomes better instructed, lightly break it. But stilfit is not 
truly an oath: it binds not, as such : the breach is not moral peijnry : but a osrlrss F 
or light breach, seems to be again taking the name of God in vain, and to be renew- 
ed irreverence. Such an oath ought not to be violated without cause ; but die Com- 
mittee, on the most attentive consideration they can give the subject, and aided by 
the best authorities in morals, believe that for good ends, with Justifiable motives, 
any vain oath may be disregarded ; and that very often it is a duty to disregard h. 

A single case will exemplify the views of the Committee, by practical applica- 
tion. It is a most prominent point of masonry, when arrived at tne sublime degree 
of master, that mahah-bone signifies “ marrow in the bone. 1 ’ It is one of the land- 
marks which never change with time or place. As hone has always signified four, 
(seemingly in Hebrew, in the time of King Solomon, and in all languages, ancient 
and modern, since his time,) it remains that “ mahar,” signifies “ marrow.” Now 
the candidate has, in effect, in every form of solemnity, and under most awful penal- 
ties and sanctions, bound himself never to reveal the fact that “ mahar,” so signi- 
fies. Mean, and disgusting, and worthless as this falsehood is, no good man would 
causelessly trifle with the oath he has taken. But when masonry is found to be a 
great political, social, moral, and religious evil ; when it is found to control govern- 
ment, and leave to the people the shadow only of power; when it sanctions murder, 
and then resorts to peijury to cover blood ; when it avowedly perverts the admi- 
nistration of justice, in civil and criminal cases ; when, to sanction these things, it 
quotes the names of prophets and apostles, who spoke as they were moved by the in- 
spiration of the Holy Spirit; and, when it covers all, by the pretence of mysteries 
and secrets of solemn and momentous import ; then it becomes, not merely allow- 
able, it becomes a duty, to expose the base reality of these holy secrets, to hold up 
these solemnities to the scorn of men ; and to set the bloody and sacrilegious monster 
in the pillory of public odium and contempt. Then it is a virtue in masons, to tell 
the world, that their institution contains nothing more solemn, tfian the disgusting 
story of the dead body of Hiram Abiff ; and nothing more instructive, than the infor- 
mation that “ mahah,” signifies “marrow.” 

2. If there is any one masonic obligation which is innocent in its object and yet not 
frivolous, it ought to be noticed in this connection. This second head is introduced 
for the sake of carrying out the subject systematically, and of recording the admis- 
sion, that cases of this character may possibly exist among mankind, in the diver- 
sified events of life, instances may oecur, where individuals, beyond the reach of 
laws and of witnesses, or where all human sanctions would be incompetent, may 
have just motives to ratify solemn and momentous engagements, by an appeal to 
Him who searches the heart, and will bring every secret thing into judgment. The 
Committee have not found, nor are aware, of any such in masonry; but if such 
exist, they would be the last to question the duty of a most sacred observance 
of them. , 

3. Before we come to those oaths which are specifically criminal, there is a middle 
class, consisting of those which are only objectionable, by reason of their general 
tendency and effect ; as for example, that they are unfavourable to good manners, 
social order, or equal right, or consequentially against moral obligation. 

The Committee notice these principally, for the sake of presenting the subject in 
every different point of view in which it has occurred to them. An extract from one 
of the celebrated civilians and moralists who have been cited, win explain both the 
case intended, and the opinion of the author. 

He says, “ Though the thing promised should not be unlawful in itself, yet the oath 
is not the less void, if it hinders a more considerable moral good ; that is to say, if 
it is an obstacle to Borne duty of humanity, or to what we owe to our relatives (a).” 
It then puts the case of an oath to conceal a secret of importance to mankind ; and 


(a) Puffendorf, in the chapter above cited. 


Digitized by v^ooQle 



4 


OBLIGATION OP MASONIC OATHS- 


[46 

sanction* the 'whole by the case of the C orb an, or devoted offering, stated by enr 
Saviour ; and which will be quoted below. But while ^passing, the Committee beg 
leave to make a single remark, upon this case of the concealment of valuable 
secrets. 

False and hollow as the pretension to such secrets is, masonry makes it. In tbat 
wretched fragment which is attributed to King Henry VI. it is taught that masonry 
conceals, among other things, the art of finding new arts, and this for her own profit ; 
the art of wonder-working, prophecy, magic, and of becoming good ami wise without 
the aid of fear or hope. Now it is obvious, that a knowledge of these secrets, which 
masonry conceals for her own profit, would alter the whole economy of human life, 
if revealed for the profit of mankind. The oath of concealment therefore is, on the 
principles of the great writoquoted, as applied to masonic pretensions, void. 

The Committee, however, present the subject in a different point of view ; and 
they consider all oaths void, which bind together a portion of mankind in secret and 
■elfish associations, tending in terms, or in effect, to limit tbat benevolence which 
we owe to all ; or to profit a part at the expense of the whole ; or to deprive others 
of their equal privileges, for tne benefit of such associations. 

But if we would rise from human to divine authority, and draw instruction from 
unpolluted and infallible sources, neither examples nor precepts on this subject are 
wanting. 

The scriptures abound with examples of oaths, rash, sinful, or ill understood, and 
most manifestly recorded for our admonition. 

From the New Testament, the case of Herod’s oath to which John the Baptist 
was sacrificed, and that of the forty Jews to slay Paul, are most commonly cited. 
No one will now assert, that either Herod, or the forty Jews, were bound in con- 
science to kill their victim. 

But it seems surprising that the case of the Corban, put by our Saviour, and which 
is much more discriminative, has not been referred to. 

“ But ye say, Whosoever shall say to his father or mother, It is a gift, (Corban, — a 4 
thing devoted by vow to sacred uses,) by whatsoever thou mightest be profited by 
me, and honour not his father or his mother, he shall be free. Thus have ye made 
the commandment of God of none effect by your tradition.” — Matt. xv. 5, 6. In 
Mark vii. 12, the remark is further made, 44 Ye suffer him no more td do aught for 
his father or mother.” Now here the sin imputed, is in the very fact of compelling 
the vow-maker to keep his vow ; for the case put, lays no reproach upon them, if he 
had been rich enough to pay the vow, and support his father and mother also. But 
having solemnly devoted to the service of the temple, some article necessary to the 
comfort of hjp parents, these false teachers required him to pay the vow, and suffered 
him to do no more, (not being able to do both,) for his father or his mother. There 
lay the sin ; that is, in the very fact of performing the vow. It is impossible to state 
a case more precisely appropriate to such obligations of masonry, as are merely 
against moral obligations, or of consequential evil tendency. 

The Committee nave hoped that these views would meet the approbation of this 
convention, and of the wise and good of all classes. These views, if correct, will 
help us to draw right distinctions ; they will tend to settle moral obligation upon 
the right basis; so as on one side, not to trifle causelessly with any thing that has 
borne the forms of an oath before God ; and on the other, that they will remove the 
scruples of those who suppose themselves bound in conscience, by all that may un- 
happily have been imposed on them, under such forms. 

4. Certainly, they are not so bound ; for when we advance to the ground of unlawful 
oaths ; or to that of oaths, which in their terms, or by consequence, lead to any 
violation of human or divine laws ; the Committee then arrive on ground which has 
been often examined, and they find themselves propped by authority on every side ; 
— by writers, ancient and modern ; Pagan and Christian; by moralists and legisla- 
tors ; by the civil law, and by all laws ; and especially 44 by that sure word of pro- 
phecy,” which might save the necessity of the other 44 cloud of witnesses.” 

Rather than to detain the Convention by an array of authorities on an abstract 
proposition, the Committee have referred on the bottom of these pages, to a few well 
known names (a) of great and established authority, on questions of morals ; and 


(a) See the previous citations. 
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they pass on to select, by way of example, some points of the many oaths of masonry % 
ana to follow them up to their natural and probable, or to their actual and knows - 
consequences. To those who have studied masonry, the examples cited, will bo 
very familiar; to those who have studied anti-masonry, the observations to be made 
on them, may appear trite and common. Perhaps, however, this is one of the cases, 
where repetition and reiuculcation may meet with indulgence. 

In looking over the vast mass of masonic oaths, the Committee would draw the 
attention of the convention to a few points only, selected as specimens. 

1. Every masonic obligation is entered into under the penalty of death ; except one 
or two for maiming the limbs ; and this penalty, with those exceptions, applies 
alike to every breach. The laws of masonry, dike those of Draco, are at.t. writ- 
ten in blood. 

The fellow-cr&ft’s, the master’s, and other degrees, contain a promise in the oath, 

44 to obey all regular signs, summons, or tokeus given, handed, sent, or thrown from 
the hand of a brother mason, or from the body of a just and lawfully constituted 
lodge, provided,” &c. 

Here is, .then, a perfect system of machinery, for capital condemnations and exe* 
cutions. If the sign handed from a lodge, is a regular sign to put a masonic offender 
to death, it must be obeyed under penalty of death. 

In every case the lodge is sole judge. There is no appeal : he who is commanded 
to shed another’s blood, must do so, to save his own life. Thus, in the case of Miller of 
Belfast, if his murder shall be finally confirmed, the two men, on whom the lot fell to 
strangle him, had no alternative, but to obey, or to die. 

But the causes for which life is forfeited by the laws of masonry, have no relation 
whatever, to the cases of capital crime by the law of the land. Our constitutions, / 
bills of right, and laws, guaranty to us, life and personal liberty, in all cases, ex- 
cept when forfeited by those laws. In all other cases it is a capita] crime to take 
life intentionally. They guaranty liberty of speech in all possible cases. 

We have, then, two systems of criminal law arrayed against each other. Masonry 
takes life, for that which the laws treat as perfectly innocent: the laws condemn to 
death, for doing that which masonry requires; and we have seen masonry protect- s 
ing criminals, whose lives, by the laws, were forfeited. It is not less obvious, that 
the causes for which life is forfeited, by masonic law, are, none of them, offences 
against the moral or divine law. 

At the very outset of this subject, we have therefore an obvious case, in which the 
oaths of masonry cannot be obligatory, unless the civil law and divine law are both 
repealed. Neither is the case here supposed a gratuitous supposition. The very y 
death of Morgan, is a practical commentary on the principle. He died for that 
which the laws of civil sopiety in no manner condemn, and which cannot be called 
an offence against the moral law, except by begging the question which is here 
under discussion. 

2. The oath to obey the grand hailing sign of distress, and to fly to the relief of the 
person giving it, is one which imports not criminality ■ in terms, and only becomes 
illegal, by an illegal use. But the sign of distress has been known to have been 
thrown by an escaping criminal to the officer who pursued him, and with success. 
From the daily intercourse and conversation of life, examples are often heard of, in 
which the sign of distress or other masonic signs, have been handed to jurore or 
witnesses. 

! But examples cannot be necessary : the very nature of the case supposes and 
proves, that they must be common. 

, Every fugitive from justice ; every man caught in the commission of a crime ; 
every criminal on tidal ; every smuggler ; every applicant, such as was John An- 
derson, for relief from congress or a state legislature ; every criminal who applies 
for a pardon, and every man who applies for a venal office, is a person iu distress. 

I A criminal mason bai|theVtia.nces which this sign may give, through all stages of 
the proceedings, from the issuing of a warrant for his arrest, to the pardon which re- 
lieves him from the state prison ; for he may throw that sign to the constable who 
pursues, and to the magistrate who examines him, for commitment ; to jail breakers; 
to grand jurymen, petty jurymen, witnesses, and judge. The Committee have 
seen reason to suppose that a multitude of recommendations for pardon, which have 
heretofore filled the country with criminals, were procured masonically. It would bo 
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madness lo suppose that so powerful an engine as the grand hailing sign of distress 
were not, must not be, frequently used with effect, to the subversion of lawr and 
right ; especially in a government where opinion governs all, and where the aspiring 
need friends, it is madness to doubt whether those who seek for popularity and fame, 
do not often gain them by a sacrifice of duty. The remonstrances of conscience 
may be easily hushed by the sanctity of masonic obligations. In all these cases it 
will be observed, that the oath is not only unlawful in its particular application, but 
in its general tendency and effect, subversive of all right. 

3. The oath of^secrecy pervades every masonic obligation, and is the cement of 
the whole. Every observation which the Committee have made regarding the 
grand hailing sign of distress, equally applies to this. But to bring the subject more 
sensibly home to the business of men, the Committee beg leave first to state the extent 
of this obligation, and then to give a possible example of its power. 

The obligation, even from the very first degree, to keep all masonic secrets, and 
every part and parts, point and points of them, then delivered, or thereafter to be 
delivered, is a most comprehensive obligation ; and is sealed, as has been stated, by 
an oath to God, and by the penalty of a butcherly death. But in its tetfns no ille- 
gality is expressly embraced, which might alarm the masonic novice. All the obli- 
gations, however, advance in profligacy as they rise in rank ; and it is very soon 
perceived that the secrets intended, are really crimes and offences against the laws. 
Thus in the master’s degree, an exception is made of murder and treason, which are 
left at the discretion of the affirmant. An exception is always of the same kind of 
thing which the general words import. 

He who promises to keep all secrets except murder and treason, implies of neces- 
sity, that by the other secrets, not excepted, he means other crimes. It follows, 
therefore, that if cities are burned, women violated, houses broken, and merchants 
ruined through forgery, by a master mason, no other master mason knowing the 
facts as a secret, may reveal them, under the penalty of death and of moral peijury. 
He may not reveal the secret as a witness on oath ; for there is no such exception. -So 
the obligation has been practised upon by masons on the western trials : and after 
three years of such practice, during which this same construction has been urged 
against masonry, that institution has not^denied the justness of it, by any known or 
public act ; nor does, it appear to have taken a single step to correct the consciences 
of the witnesses. It has, therefore, sanctioned the construction ; and reaped the ad- 
vantage of it. It is too late now to retract. 

But the more express terms of this oath are somewhat more flagitious ; for in that 
institution, which distinguished men among us do not hesitate to praise and foster, 

\ it is declared by solemn rites and express words, that master masons are at full 
liberty to conceal each others’ murders and treasons ' M and these,” says the oath, 

“ left at my own discretion !” 

But if this excite our special wonder and awe ; if we seem to doubt the evidence 
of our senses, when we see an order of men in this country, in this age, stand pro- 
minently forth to organize the possible means of safety for the highest crimes, and 
to organize them with deliberation, and forecast, and rites, and oaths ; what shall we 
say, when advancing some degrees farther, we find that this concealment is np 
longer left optional, but is made a consecrated duty ; and, as such, that it extends 
to every crime ? In the oath of the royal arch degree, it is written, in words, at 
length, “ treason and murder not excepted” (a). So it is understood by the 
masonic authorities ; for, in the violence on Morgan, royal arch masons alone, as the 
Committee understand and believe, were selected, and no one can doubt, but the se- 
lection was made with reference to this obligation. 

There remains, yet, a further enormity ; another wo. The secrets hitherto men- 
tioned, are those intentionally communicated, as such. They embrace, therefore, 
only the cases of actual conspiracy. But, in the obligation of the holy and thrice 
illustrious order of the cross ; [the Cross of Christ !] ; in that obligation, is contained 
the following clause : 


(a) This obligation is not uniform in all the chapters. It is, sometimes, “ all secrets 
whatsoever,” sometimes, all secrets without exception.” The most common form is be- 
lieved to be that in the text. It is believed to be so given by the grapd lecturer of the United 
States, Mr. Jeremy L. Cross . — Note by one of the Committee. 
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«• I do swear to keep sacred my brothers' secrets, both when delivered to me as 
such, and when the nature of the information is such, as to require secrecy, for his 
welfare." ' ■ 

The scope and object of this obligation is, that knights of this order, should keep 
secret each others' transactions, when unintentionally or accidentally discovered. It 
may apply to the traitor, the murderer, the incendiary, the thief, the counterfeiter, 
&c., unexpectedly caught in die act. But, without insisting upon cases, which it 
may still be hoped, are not of frequent occurrence, the Committee beg to draw the 
attention of the convention, by way of hypothesis, to a case which may show, to 
what amazing mischief a conspiracy, under such a bond, may lead, without the com- 
mission of any single crime, wnich can be called atrocious. 

The public economy of the United States, is much regulated by, and dependent 
upon, those laws, which/ respect our commercial intercourse with other nations. 
The execution of these laws is committed to a comparatively small number of revenue 
officers. Upon the fidelity of these men, interests are depending, which are, literally, 
immense. It is not merely the public revenue and, expenditure, the payment of the 
public debt, and consequent support of credit and of government far beyond all this, 
the proper execution of those laws, enters into the value of every production of the 
sod, ana of every branch of industry. It is felt on every farm, by every fireside, in a 
limited measure ; but in every great establishment of manufacturing industry, it is 
felt in the prosperity or the ruin of the owner. To prevent the enactment or amendment 
of these laws ; to break them down when passed ; or to evade their effect, neither 
cunning, nor fraud, nor corruption, nor penury, have been wanting. That the ob- 
ligations of masonic secrecy have ever been interposed, to save a single bale of illicit 
goods, when found liable to seizure, or to remit a penalty, or produce a false apprai- 
sal, is a thing of which the Committee have no evidence. But when the wit and 
wealth of England have been applied to rid us, for our advantage, of laws found- 
ed in vulgar prejudice, it would be passing wonderful, if they never lighted upon 
this happiest of all instruments, for the improvement of our governmental economy. 
Let it only be remembered, that the custom-house officer, is usually and presump- 
tively, a mason ; because few appointments are made, but from the order. Let us 
then* suppose the very probable fact, that a masonic smuggler discovers the inspector 
to be a brother mason : there is, then, a road opened, which, like Milton's road from 
the lower regions through chaos, cannot be barricaded. The inspector is poor, 
and, even if conscientious, must live by his office. The smuggler lands goods m his 
open view, and asks no favours. He gives the sign of his order ; he urges on the 
work of fraud ; and death to the inspector who betrays him. A small amount .of 
smuggled good* depresses the market ; for the reduction of price, operates most ex- 
tensively upon mercantile opinion ; prices fall ; the manufacturer is ruined ; the 
establishment ceases to operate ; and the whole policy of a great and wise nation, is 
thwarted by a few unseen and ignoble hands. 

The Committee repeat, that they have no knowledge of any such fact. But, nei- 
ther if the letter of John Anderson, to a member of congress, attempting to corrupt 
lum, had been addressed to a real mason, as he supposed it was, should we ever 
have known the application of masonry in corrupting legislatures ; nor should we 
have thought of the safety with which every member may be tried, and tempted in 
turn, for none can betray the secret. But let it once be calculated, how many let- 
ters, of any Bingle class or kind, are missent , in proportion [to those that are rightly 
directed. Is there one in ten thousand ? If not, then the mathematical probability 
is, that more than ten thousand masoni# offers of corruption, have been sent and 
concealed. 

Apply any reasonable scale of probability to the evasion of the imposts ; and it 
will appear to be little less than a miracle, ir the best and safest of all possible means , 
that is, masonic means, have never been resorted to, for the purpose of breaking 
down the revenue laws of our country. 

The naked question, whether an oath against law, or against a prior natural or 
moral obligation, can be binding, is solved in a very few words ; the solution is per- 
fectly intelligible to everysound mind ; and necessarily, convincipg to every mind 
which comprehends it. There is no room for two opinions. For, if such an oath 
te not void m conscience, it is then binding ; and then the commission of apy possible 
crime being sworn to, would be matter of conscience. • 


Digitized by v^ooQle 



8 


OBLIGATION OF MASONIC OATHS. 


[50 


An oath, itself, is assumed, to impose some obligation. But a subsequent and 
opposite oath is void, or not void. If uot void, then it dissolves the obligation of the 
former oath ; and then, it may as well itself be rendered void, by a new and further 
oath ; and, if so, then every oath may be annulled at pleasure, by taking a contrary 
oath. Thus, truth and fidelity would be abandoned ; and men would be divested 
of the most inviolable of all the bonds which cement and sanctify the social relations. 

This masonic principle is thus self-destructive. For, if the masonic oath can 
annihilate a prior oath, or moral obligation, then, it may itself be annihilated, by a 
subsequent and contrary oath ; and then, we are driven to say, in the same breath, 
concerning every oath, that it is obligatory, or is not obligatory, at pleasure. 

But those masons who contend for the obligatory effect of masonic oaths, and 
who, at the same tinje, have taken any oath to civil society, such as that of an officer 
or voter, are called upou to decide which oath is to be preferred, when the two come 
in conflict. May the person thus situated, decide for himself which oath to keep ? 

If so, he is bound by neither. Is the prior oath obligatory ? Then, it follows, that 
every person who has first taken these masonic oaths, proclaims himself incapable of 
civil trust. 

The Committee belieye, that the great body of merely nominal masons, who 
regard the institution either with indifference or contempt, but do not openly 
renounce it, are faithful to their country and its laws. They believe, also, that the 
great body of the zealous and adhering masons, who act as a party, , consider their 
masonic obligations, as in all cases paramount. 

This principle was acted upon by the masonic judicatories, when deliberating' 
beforehand, on the fate of Morgan. It was fully believed by his executioners, when | 
amidst the storms and tumults of remonstrating conscience, they counselled concern- 
ing his death. It has been extensively acted upon, by perjured witnesses, jurors, 
and civil officers, to cover that crime. 

s In point of fact, any officer or voter, who, being a mason, takes an oath to support 
the constitution, or faithfully to discharge his office^jplaces himself in a condition, 
where he may be subject to conflicting obligations. Thus, for example, Mr. Bruce, 
the sheriff of Niagara, has been called to act under an accumulation of contradictory 
oaths. First, by his oath of office, he was bound to keep the peace, for every sheriff 
is a peace-officer. Then, in obedience to his prior masonic oath, he broke the peace 
by violence upon the person of William Morgan. Next, he was to summon /a grand 
jury, which was to investigate the Morgan outrage ; and, on this jury, he placed a 
great majority of masons, with set purpose to defeat the inquiry, thus again violating 
his oath of office. On the trial of Whitney, at Canandaigua, he was called as a 
witness, and testified the truth ; and, in so doing, broke his masonic obligation. 
Finally, being called upon to testify the same facts at the Batavia and Lockport 
trials, he refused. Thus, for the sake of masonry, he again violates a high and 
sacred duty, which every man owes to society : by that violation, prisoners escaped, 
and guilt and crime came off triumphant. 

The limited space allowed for this report, forbids the Committee to enlarge upon 
many other points in the obligations of masonry, not less criminal than the foregoing. 
Thus, the oath always to support a brother’s military fame and political preferment, 

A in preference to another’s, resolves the masonic order into one vast and permanent 
conspiracy against the freedom of elections and the equality of civil right. 

Every witness is sworn to testify the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the 
v truth. But masonry requires them not so to testify against a brother; so they 
N understand it, and, in numerous instances, have refused to be sworn, or to testify ; 
or in testifying, have dealt falsely. * 

Every petit juror is sworn “ well and truly to try this cause,” &c. But, many 
masons have, on full and fair trial, been set aside, by reason of their masonic obliga- 
tions, as not impartial. Let there henceforth be no complaint, if we declare such 
men unfit for civil' trust ; they have been judicially proved, and pronounced to be 
unfit. 

Every grand juror is sworn “ diligently to inquire and true presentment make,” 

&c. But, masonry requires them to keep secrets, to deliver a brother, &c. ; and 
masonic grand juries have refused to inquire, or make a presentment of offences, 
perfectly well known to them. 

Every police justice, and other magistrate, constable, sheriff, and district attorney, 
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s takes an oath faithfully to execute his office. But, in multiplied instances, such 

1 officers have betrayed the laws. 

2 In all these cases, it is exceedingly plain, that the masonic obligations do come in 

7 conflict with the higher obligations of duty and allegiance of the citizen, to his coun- ✓ 
* try. They have, in point of fact, engaged in that conflict, and they have pre- 
£ vailed in it. 

5 But, there is a farther and more terrific view of this matter, which must be pre- 
f sented. It is now some years, since many of these delinquencies of masonic wit- 
: nesses, jUrors, and officers, were known to the high masonic authorities, who had 
jurisdiction over them. But, those authorities have never, so far as appears, rebuked 
them for these offences ; on the contrary, they have aided, comforted, and abetted 
! the criminals. We are driven, therefore, to the conclusion, that the disabilities of 
; these masonic oaths, thus judicially proved, applies to the great body of those 
masons, who constitute these judicatories, or act under them. If these men are dis- 
1 franchised, it is not by our act, nor our sentence. It is by their own act; and judges 
and: triers have pronounced upon the effect of it, before us. 

The oath to follow an unworthy brother (in effect) with slander and defamation, 
and to derange his business, and ruin his fortune, legitimize, though not in terms, the 
awful weapon of false accusation, obloquy, and reproach. And the obligation to 
extricate a brother from difficulty, “ right or wrong,” defies all remark. Suppose 
that difficulty to be, that he has betrayed his country ! Suppose it to be, that he has 
oppressed the widow, or robbed the fatherless, and is called on to refund ! 

If Andre had been a royal arch mason, and Van Wart and his companions had 
been of the same degree, acknowledging the binding effects of their obligations, must 
they not have rescued him from difficulty ? Then, if they had done so, where would 
have been West Point, and the liberties of America, and the hopes of mankind? 

There is yet another masonic obligation, which, though not so directly importing 
individual crime, is, in a political point of view, of still more fearful import, than all 
that have proceeded. 

The knights of the east and west, and of many other degrees, take an oath “ to 
pay due obedience and submission to all degrees beyond this, but particularly to the 
princes of the royal secret, and the supreme council of grand inspector general of 
the 33d, and regulate myself by their determinations,” &c. Now, here the 
candidate binds himself to obey the unknown decrees, of an unknown supreme 
inspectorship. 

It will be found, that all degrees of masonry, from the highest to the lowest, are 
subjected in grades of subordination, each to its superior ; and the whole is united to 
this mysteriously sublime and invisible head, by ah iron chain of dependence. 

This supreme council consists of nine persons. In Bernard’s Light on Masonry, 
appears one of their edicts, in which, with titles, and attributes of power and mag- 
nificence, only equalled by those of a Burmese monarch, they intimate their will to a 
subject world, “ to the two hemispheres.” Let the people of these United States, 
then, well understand the fact, that 100,000 of the most active, efficient, and intelli- 
gent men, embracing almost all in office, from the president, downwards ; banded 
together with sanctions of blood, and oaths of perdition ; with discipline, with con- 
cert, with signs of recognition, and cyphers of secret correspondence ; armed with 
the public press, and bearing, in their train, the artillery of slander, and of the 
ruin of men, are united, to engross all power and influence, and to direct the 
resources of a great nation, to the separate profit of their order. This is no gloss of 
ours ; it is their own claim, written in words at length, or necessarily implied, in 
nearly all their documents. 

Long ago would your Committee, wading through this mire of depravity, have 
wished to quit polluted ground. But there is yet one topic, which, as it seems to them 
never to have been duly weighed by the anti-masonic public, they wish to notice. 

A part of the master’s oath in Bernard’s Light on Masonry, p. 63, is thus expressed : 

“ Furthermore, I do promise and swear, that if any part of this solemn oath or obli- 
gation be omitted at this time, that I will hold myself amenable thereunto whenever 
informed.” 

Thus every master mason is, or may be, bound by his oath to observe an unknown 
oath. In addition to the topic just mentioned, it will now be seen that a mason may 
be bound to perform unheard of acts, by unsuspected obligations. 
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The Committee know not how to discuss a question so revolting to all moral s end* 
ment as this, — “ whether such an oath can be binding.” They hold it up rather to 
the observation of mankind, and would appeal to all, masons or not masons, to say. 
Is not such an oath a moral abomination ? 

But this part of the obligation is pregnant with further remark* The oath -does 
not bind him to observe any part which may be forgotten, or omitted by mistake ; 
nor has it any limitation whatever: it is simply to observe “ any part which may be 
omitted.” Therefore any part maybe omitted; and that intentionally. When a 
religious man is to be received, the sacrilegious parts may be dropped or softened : 
when an intelligent and honest statesman is a candidate, the parts may be left oat 
' which are hostile to civil liberty : when any one hesitates or objects, as many have 
done, the whole may be slurred over. The Committee have no doubt but here is 
one explanation of the fact, that some masons of fair reputation are found, who deny 
that they took such oaths, and deny it in terms, which so far as can be discovered, 
seem free of equivocation. 

If great and good men like Washington, Franklin, Fayette, and others were 
actually master masons, and if they ever attended the lodge a second time, of which 
\ the Committee know no evidence, the solution of that fact will probably be found 
in this elastic and accommodating quality of the oaths, by which they are made to fit 
every shape. As regards revolutionary men, however, such as military officers here, 
and our diplomatists in France , it is not impossible that the importance of penetra- 
ting all secrets, and of guarding against possible mischief, might justify them m keep- 
ing a watchful eye upon the interior of the lodges. 

On the subject of oaths obtained by compulsion, or deception, or surprise : also of 
those made upon an express or implied condition, time foroids the Committee to do 
more than to refer the learned to the great authorities in morals who have treated 
on those subjects. Good faith is the basis of all obligations ; and without the intent 
to swear, real or expressed, TheV6 is no oath. In whatever degree any oath is 
imposed by actual or virtual compulsion — by surprise or deception — or on an implied 
or express condition which is unperformed, the oath is void. A great authority (a) 
puts a case exactly apposite to masonry ; that is, a person who has brought us very 
agreeable news is promised a reward : but if it turns out that the nbws is false, the 
promise fails. 

There is a further consideration regarding all illegal oaths ; and all that are against 
good morals, or of mischievous tendency, which has but lately occurred to the Com- 
mittee in the particular point of view in which it is now presented. It is this : that 
the fact of taking or administering such oaths, is & misdemeanor at the common law. 
The candidate who takes the oath ; and not the presiding master only, but every 
member of the lodge willingly assisting, is liable to indictment and punishment. The 
Committee present this to the convention as a great and preservative principle of our 
institutions. It is one which is believed to furnish the best and happiest solution of 
the great question, “ How shall masonry, when once put down, and when the public 
watchfulness becomes relaxed, be prevented from an insidious revival?” Forgetting 
this wise and sanitary provision of our birthright common law, some have sought I 
from the legislatures, a statute remedy. It is unnecessary. No lodge can exist for 
any great length of time, nor embrace many members, without being known. It will 
then be possible for a grand jury to find and examine the old and new members ; by 
detailed examinations, to sift out every fact, and by cautious industry, thread all 
mazes of masouic secrecy. The Committee think that this power of the grand 
juries should be extensively made known, and should be directly acted upon, 
wherever grand juries can be assembled who are not fettered by masonic obligations. 

It should be acted upon by way of practice and preparation, and for the purpose of 
exemplifying the power and establishing the principle, even though it should result 
that no admission of members have taken place. This will save the necessity of any 
such resort to new remedies, as might awaken a just fear of new precedents ana 
violent changes. Thus, there is ever at hand an unfailing remedy : it applies against 
all secret associations alike : it will for ever furnish to free institutions the best of all 
possible defences, against their most besetting dangers. 

In closing their report, the Committee beg leave to remark, that if they have 


(a) Puffendorf, in the chapter above cited. 
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seemed to be prolix, they could not think it allowable, to treat lightly or obscurely, 
a subject connected so deeply with the foundations of civil order and moral obliga- 
tion, as this which has been committed to them . It is felt, that po man of right moral 
sentiment could approach the subject, without a reverential regard to its importance, 
and a deep sentiment of the responsibility of rightly discriminating between sacred 
things, and the profanation of them. 

On the one side, cries are every where raised “0/ moral perjury .” It is believed 
that this convention, and all good citizens, feel a deep sense of obligation, to the 
fearlesB and virtuous men, who in the face not of death merely, but of infinite calumny 
and reproach, revealed the secrets of masonry. ' Those men acted from an impulse 
of virtue, and generally without time for advisement. But it has been most grateful 
to your Committee, to find in every step of their investigations, that the principles 
wmch are here presented, and which vindicate the conduct of their excellent friends, 
have been announced from age to age, and published by the most wise and venerated 
teachers of morals; and moreover by the oracles of divine truth. 

But the most important of all consequences is, that if these principles are right, 
masonry must fall. 

The institution lives on mystery and secrecy, and these depend on the oaths. 
Multitudes who abhor the institution, arq prevented by conscientious scruples, from 
renouncing its authority and revealing its secrets.. But when once it comes to be 
generally felt that no such oaths are obligatory, the bond of union will be broken. 
It is broken already. The cement of the masonic temple is dissolved ; the arches 
are falling, and the doors are unhinged ; and all the abominations of the inner 
recesses, are openly exposed to the observance of mankind. 
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The Committee of seceding masons , of which Mr. Thacher is chairman, and which 
Committee , by resolution of Thursday , the 1 6th of September , were instructed and 
empowered to prepare a summary of the prominent points in each degree , when time 
might permit , after the rising of the convention , Aaue furnished , through Mr. Ward 
and Mr. Armstrong , members of said Committee , ihe following Report : % 

By an oath to the Father of Spirits, freemasons require the life, and think to pledge 
the soul of each brother, for the security of their mysteries. Our apology for 
despising the penalties of freemasonry, wiU be read in our disclosures. These will 
show the masonic system to be sinful ; such as we are not bound to sustain by 
religious obligations. An oath, is a religious obligation; but neither moral nor 
religious obligations, neither a promise nor an oath, can bind us to disobey God. 

The system of freemasonry, in the first three degrees, dates from creation, and 
represents itself to have come from Moses and Solomon, and the apostles ; but the 
witness is false, and we cannot bear it, without a breach of the ninth commandment. 
The system of freemasonry lightly uses the name ef the Lord our God ; we cannot 
uphold it, and be guiltless of taking the name of the Lord in vain. The system of 
freemasonry exacts the life of its candidates, which we cannot defend, without viola- 
ting the sixth commandment of the decalogue. 

We present freemasonry, not as it was fifty or a hundred years ago, but as it is 
now; not as Franklin and Washington received it, but Us it was given to us in their 
great names. Secret societies tend fast to corruption, and speculative masonry, in 
its short dav, has made a rapid progress. It has materially degenerated in this 
country within the last forty years. What it has been, each may inquire for himself; 
but what it is now, we know, and here set forth. Having experimental acquain- 
tance with it, as it now exists, in Vermont, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecti- 
cut, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Ohio, and Maryland, we find it uniform 
throughout, and declare it to be in the main, fairly set forth in “ Light on Masonry 

OF THE LODGES. 

The whole system is made up of what are termed degrees of the order. These 
are forty-three and more, in this country. The symbolic lodges confer the first three 
degrees(a). The room in which a symbolic lodge is held, represents the most holy 
place of King Solomon’s temple. The principal officers are, the worshipful master , 
and the senior and iunior wardens. Lodges are controlled by grand lodges, as the 
church is by general assemblies, convocations, and conferences. 

The oldest lodge in these states, is St. John’s Lodge, Boston, established by the 
grand lodge of England, A. D. 1733. Prior to the declaration of American Inde- 
pendence, in 1776, the provincial lodges were dependent upon the British grand 
lodges. During, and after the revolution, the sev eral states formed independent 

(a) The four succeeding, are usually conferred by the chapter. Then the arrangement of 
the degrees becomes confused; but, for this time, we follow nearly the Ahiman Rezon, of Mary- 
land, 1826 , and put the degrees conferred by the encampment, from the seventh to the eleventh ; 
and the degrees conferred by the council of the Trinity, from the eleventh to the fourteenth. 
The fourteenth to the twenty-fourth, inclusive, are conferred by the sublime grand lodge of 
perfection. The twenty-fifth and twenty-sixth, by the council of princes of Jerusalem ; from the 
twenty-seventh to the forty-third, inclusive, are given by the inspectors, who are sovereigns of 
masonry, for life. 
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grand lodges, and each state now has a grand edge, as much as it has a state legis- 
lature ; and tne meetings of the grand lodge, and of the state legislature, are usually 
simultaneous. In 1822, an attempt was made to form a federal grand lodge for the 
United States. The grand lodge of Tennessee, in vain renewed the attempt, in 1829. 

In the process of taking the degrees, no person knows, or can know, masonically, 
any sign, or word, or token, or oath, of any degree of masonry, above the degree he 
has taken, because such knowledge could only be had in violation of masonic obliga- 
tions. Each degree of masonry comprises an obligation, or a penalty, the design of 
which is, to bind the candidate to the observance of an inviolable secrecy of all 
masonic transactions. On receiving the obligation of an entered apprentice, which 
is the first degree of masonry, the candidate is prepared in a manner which is 
termed, masonically, 44 neither naked nor clothed , barefoot nor shod , hood-winked , and 
with a cable-tow round his neck. 11 . Thus prepared, he is made first to kneel for the 
benefit of a lodge prayer ; he is then instructed to kneel before the masonic altar, on 
his left knee, to put his left hand under the bible, and his right hand on the open, 
bible, square, and compasses, in which situation he takes the obligation, by repeating 
the words after the master of the lodge. The master addresses the candidate thus : 
44 Mr. — , you are now placed in a proper position to take up6n you the solemn 
oath or obligation of an entered apprentice mason, which I assure you, is neither to 
affect your religion nor politics. If it is of your own free will and accord, that you 
thus present yourself, repeat your name, and say, after me.” The following obliga- 
tion is then administered : “ I, , of my own free will and accord, in presence of 

Almighty God, and this worshipful lodge of free and accepted masons, dedicated to 
God, and held forth to the holy order of Saint John, do hereby and hereon, most 
solemnly and sincerely promise and swear, that I will always hail, ever conceal, and 
never reveal any part or parts, art or arts, point or points of the secrets, arts, and mys- 
teries of ancient freemasonry which I have received, am about to receive, or may be 
hereafter instructed in, to any person or persons in the known world, except it be a 
true and lawful brother mason, or within the body of a just and lawfully constituted 
lodge of such, and not unto him, or unto them, whom I shall hear so to be,* but unto 
him and them only, whom I shall find so to be, after strict trial, and due examina- 
tion, or lawful information. Furthermore do I promise and swear, that I will not 
write, print, stamp, stain, hew, cut, carve, indent, paint, or engrave it, on any thing 
moveable or immoveable, under the whole canopy of heaven, whereby, or whereon 
the least letter, figure, character, mark, stain, shadow, or resemblance of the same, 
may become legible or intelligible to myself or any ether person in the known 
world, whereby the secrets of masonry may be unlawfully obtained, through my 
unworthineBS. To all which I do most solemnly and sincerely promise and swear, 
without* the least equivocation, mental reservation, or self-evasion of mind in mo 
whatsoever; binding myself under no less penalty, than to have my throat cut 
across, my tongue torn out by the roots, and my body buried in the rough sands 
of the sea, at low water mark, where the tide ebbs and flows twice in twenty- 
four hours. So help me God, and keep me steadfast, in the due performance of the 
same.” 

After taking the obligation, the candidate is brought to light, by uncovering his 
eyes, at the command of the most worshipful master, profanely issued in the words 
of the Almighty, “ let there be light 11 and as the bandage falls, the master adds, 
44 there was .light! 11 He is then taught the first step of a mason, together with the 
sign, grip, and word, BoAZ,in the manner which is accurately explained in Morgan’s 
Illustrations, and in Light on Masonry. 

In taking the second or fellow-craft’s degree, the candidate is attired in the prepa- 
ration room, as at first, with slight variations. He is brought to more light in masonry, 
by the removal of his hood, and the profane use of the same words of Scripture. 
The obligation of this degree, comprises the following points : 44 I will not give the 
degree of a fellow-craft mason to any one of an inferior degree ; I will support the 
constitution of the grand lodge, under which this lodge is held, and conform to all 
the by-laws, rules, and regulations of this, or any other lodge, of which I may at any 
time hereafter become a member, as far as in my power ; I will obey all regular 
signs and summonses, given, handed, sent, or thrown to me by the hand of a brother 
fellow-craft mason, or from the body of a just and lawfully constituted lodge of such, 
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provided it be within the length of my cable-tow, or square and angle of my work.” 
The penalty attached to this obligation is, “ to have my left breast torn open, ajtd 
my heart and vitals taken from thence, and thrown over my left shoulder, and carried 
into the valley of Jehoshaphat, there to become a prey to the wild beasts of the field, 
and vultures of the air, if ever I should prone wilfully guilty of violating any part of 
this, my solemn oath or obligation, of a fellow-craft mason. So help me God, 
and keep me steadfast in the due performance of the same.’* 

This degree of masonry has its pass-word, sign, grip, and word. The pass-word 
is Shibboleth ; the word is Jachin. 

In the third degree, called 44 the sublime degree of a master mason,” the candidate is at- 
tired in the preparation room, with hood-wink, cable-tow, indispensable*, and slippers ; 
he is brought to “ further light in masonry” by the same process used to bring him 44 to 
light,” and, then, 44 to more light in masonry.*’ He is told that, as in the first degree, on 
coming to light, he saw both points of the compasses concealed beneath the square, 
it was to signify, that he was yet ignorant of two principal points of masonry ; that 
as he also saw in the fellow -crafts’ degree, one point of the compasses above the 
square, and the other beneath, it was to denote his ignorance of yet one material 
point of masonry ; but, as in this, the third degree, he sees both points of the eom- 
passes elevated above the square, it denotes that he is about to receive all the light 
which can be given him in a master’s lodge. 

The obligation of this degree, comprises the following points : 

44 1 promise and swear, that I will not wrong this lodge, or a brother of this degree, 
to the value of one cent, knowingly, myself, nor suffer it be done by others, if m my 
power to prevent it. I promise and swear, that a master mason’s secrets, given to 
me in charge, as such, and I knowing him to be sneh, shall remain as secure and 
inviolable in my breast, as in his own, when communicated to me, murder and trea- 
son excepted, and these left to my own election. I promise and swear, that I will 
not violate the chastity of a master mason’s wife, mother, sister, or daughter, I 
knowing them to be such, nor suffer it to be done by others if in my power to prevent 
it. I promise and swear, that I will go on a master mason’s errand, whenever 
required, even should I have to go barefoot and barehead, if within the length of my 
cable-tow, (mystically three miles.) 

44 1 promise, and swear, that if any part of this, my solemn oath or obligation be 
omitted at this time, I will hold myself amenable thereunto, whenever informed. 
To all which I do most solemnly and sincerely promise and swear, with a fixed and 
steady purpose of mind in me, to keep and perform the same, binding myself under 
no less penalty, than to have my body severed in two in the midst, and divided to the 
north and south, my bowels burnt to ashes in the centre, and the ashes scattered ta 
the four winds of heaven, that there might not the least trace of remembrance 
remain among men or masons of so vile and perjured a wretch as I should be, were 
I ever to prove wilfully guilty of violating any part of this my solemn oath or obliga* 
tion of a master mason. So help me God, and keep me steadfast in the due per* 
formance of the same.” 

44 1 promise and swear that I will not give the master’s word, which I shall here* 
after receive, neither in the lodge, nor out of it, except it be on the five points of fellow- 
ship, and then not above my breath ; I promise and swear that I will not give the grand 
hauing sign of distress, except I am in real distress, or for the benefit of the craft, 
when at work ; and should I ever see that sign given, or hear the word accompany- 
ing it, and should the person who gave it appear to be in distress, 1 will fiy to his 
relief at the risk of my life, should there be a greater probability of saving his life 
than of losing my own. I promise and swear that 1 will not speak evil of a brother 
' master mason, behind his back or before his face ; but I will apprise him of all 
approaching danger, if in my power. I promise and swear that I will always 
remember a brother master mason, when on my knees, offering up my devotions 
to Almighty God.” 

After this he is made to kneel down and pray : is assaulted, iriystically killed, and 
twice buried by Jubela, Jubelo, and Jubelum; raised to life after fifteen days corrup- 
tion, by king Solomon, and gifted with the awful word, mah ! hah ! bone ! as a substi- 
tute for the real word of a master mason, until future generations find out the true 
word . This the candidate is led to search for in the deeper mysteries of masonry. 
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ROYAL ARCH MASONRY. 

The four next degrees in the mystery, are committed in this country alone to a 
masonic government called Chapter, for the primary body, (hand Chapter for a 
state, and General Grand Chapter for the federal union. The mystery of the chapter 
pretends to have come, in part, from heaven, by Moses, Solomon, and Zerubbabel, to 
this generation ; but it is certain that the primeval chapter was instituted, A. D. 
1747, at Arras, in France ; that Moses Michael Hayes, a Jew, introduced it with the 
still deeper mysteries into this country by a patent, dated 6th of December, 1778 ; 
that the first mention of a Chapter of masons in this country, which we have been 
able to find, was in 1796 ; that the first Grand Chapter wab instituted at Philadelphia, 
A. D. 1797, and the first fpr the northern states at Hartford, January, 1798 ; and 
that the first General Grand Chapter of the United States was instituted at the city 
of New York, 6th June, 1816. We introduce these facts to show the unblushing 
effrontery of royal arch masonry, and to enable our readers the better to appreciate 
the rites and obligations which follow. 

The room in which a chapter meets, is called the most holy place. The three 
principal officers of the chanter, are the most excellent high priest after the order of 
Melcmsedek, and the excellent king, and the excellent scribe. The mark master’s 
degree is the fourth in masonry, and the first in the chapter. In it the candidate is 
required to play a very foolish part, and then to keep it a secret under the oath and 
penalty. He is caused to swear in the following words : 

“ In addition to my former obligations, I do promise and swear that I will support 
the constitution of the general grand royal arch chapter of this state, under wnich 
this lodge is held, and conform to all the by-laws, rules, and regulations, of this, or 
any other lodge of mark master masons, of which 1 may at any time hereafter be- 
come a member. Furthermore do I promise, that 1 will not sell, swap, barter, or 
exchange my mark, (a) which 1 shall hereafter choose, nor send it a second time to 
pledge, until it is lawfully redeemed from the first. Furthermore do I promise and 
swear, that 1 will receive a brother’s mark when offered to me, requesting a favour, 
and grant him his request if in my power ; and if it is not in my power to grant his 
request, I will return his mark with the value thereof, whieh is a half shekel of silver, 
or a quarter of a dollar* To all which I do most solemnly swear, under no less 
penalty than to have xpy right ear smote off, and my right hand chopped off as an 
impostor, if I should prove wilfully guilty of violating any part of this my solemn 
oath or obligation of a mark master mason. So help me God, and make me steadfast 
to keep mid perform the same.” 

The candidate for past-master, the second degree of the chapter, is made a mirthful 
butt for all the brethren, which, in addition to nis other obligations, he is sworn to 
keep secret under penalty of having his tongue split from tip to root. 

The penalty of the most excellent master’s degree is, “ to have my breast tom 
open, and my heart and vitals taken from thence and exposed to rot on a dunghill, 
if ever 1 violate /tny part of this my solemn oath or obligation of a most excellent 
master mason. So help me God, and make me steadfast to keep and perform the 
name.” 

The obligation of the royal arch degree of masonry contains the following clause, 
in addition to the former obligations : 

“ 1 do promise and swear, that 1 will not give the grand omnific royal arch word, 
which I snail hereafter receive, neither in the chapter nor out of it, except there be 

E resent two companions, royal arch masons, who with myself make three, and then 
y three times three under a living arch, not above my breath. Furthermore, that 
I will not reveal the ineffable characters belonging to this degree, nor retain the key 
to them in my possession, but destroy it whenever it comes to my sight; that I 
will aid and assist a companion royal arch mason, when engaged in any difficulty, 
and espouse his cause, so far as to extricate him from the same, if it be in my power, 
whether he be right or wrong. Also, that 1 will promote a companion royal arch 
mason’s political preferment, in preference to another of equal qualification.” In 
some chapters, the foregoing clause is thus administered : “ Furthermore do 1 pro- 

(a) A secret token commonly impressed upon some metal, which token each mark master is 
required to select for himself, and to register it in the lodge. 
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mise and swear, that I will vote for a companion royal arch masorf, before any other 
of equal qualifications.” In other chapters, this clause of the obligation is altogether 
omitted : “ Furthermore do I promise and swear, that a companion royal . arch 
mason’s secrets, given to me in charge as such, and knowing him to be such, 
shall remain as secure and inviolable in my breast, as in his own, murder and 
treason not excepted .” The last clause, is sometimes varied, thus : “ All the secrets 
of a companion, without exception or, “ whatsoever.” “ All which I most solemnly 
and sincerely promise and swear, with a firm and steadfast resolution to perform the 
same, without any equivocation, mental reservation, or self-evasion of mind in me 
whatsoever. Binding myself under no less penalty, than that of having my skull 
smote off, and my brains exposed to the scorching rays of the sun, should I ever, 
knowingly or wilfully, violate or transgress any part of this my solemn oath or 
obligation of a royal arch mason. So help me God, and keep me steadfast in the due 
performance of the same.” (a) 

The grand omnific royal arch word, “ long lost but now found,” is jah-buh-lun. 
Candidates are instructed to understand that this word signifies God, in three diffe- 
rent languages, (i. e.) Hebrew, Chaldaic, and Syriac, and that it is the true word of a 


(a) The cypher alluded to in the oath, is the same A. Barr used in his conspiracy. Solicitous to Airnish it 
in the most perspicuous manner, one of the committee obtained the foliowinf letter : 

Dear Sir, 

In compliance with your request, I take great pleasure in furnishing the royal arch cypher, 
“ with a key to it.” The cypher consists of combinations of right angles, in various attitudes, 
with the addition of a dot, or point, to each. The key is thus delineated, and when understood, 
explains the mystery to the commonest capacity. 



Being dissected, it forms thirteen distinct characters, thus: 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 1112 13 

juL3nnnrvA>< 

A point placed within each, gives thirteen more, thus : 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 1213 

JUL3DE1HFVAX 

Making a total of twenty-six ; just equal to the number of letters in the English alphabet. 
There are two ways, at least, of combining and using these characters, for the purposes of 
secret correspondence. One method, is to call the first sign, J a; the same with a point, 
b ; &c. Another is to apply them, in their regular course, to the first half of the alphabet, 
J a ; y b ; and so on, to m ; after which, repeat them with a dot, beginning with J n; 
jj o ; &c. to z. 

The alphabet, according to the first method, stands thus : 

abed ef eh ij klmn opqrs t 

jjuuLLaaoDccnnnrryv 

u v w x y z. 

AA»« 

According to the second method, thus : 

abc d e.fghi j klmno pqrst uvwxyz 

juLDqnnnrvA><juL.3DE-nnrvA>< 

Application as per first example. 

I greet ' # thee Brother Boaz! 

□ arLLV V3 ll jrn\/3L.r jru<» 

I am, respectfully yours, JARVIS F. HANKS, 

Late High Priest (f Wdib Chapter, Cleaveland, Ohio 
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: mason. The pass-word of this degree, by which a royal arch mason makes himself 
| known to a companion, is, “ I am that I am .” Thus should a companion ask a 
, stranger, “ Are you a royal arch mason ?” and the answer should be, “J am that I 
' am” this would be masonically an affirmative answer. After the oath the candi- 
, dates are conducted three times around the room, and then are caused to kneel down 
j and pray, and also to thank God that they are “ laid under new and stronger obliga- 
, tions of virtue and holiness !” They arise and travel again. A mock representation 
of the burning bush is presented to them, and a voice is heard uttering the words of 
| Jehovah to Moses : “ Draw not nigh hither ; put off thy shoes from off thy feet, for the 
place where thou standest is holy ground. I am the God of thy fathers, the God of 
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God oPJacob. And Moses hid his face, for he 
was afraid to look upon God.” The candidates’ shoes are put off, and their eyes 
are covered to suit the action to the words. The scene suddenly shifts to the 
destruction of Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar. The breaking down of the walls is 
figured by overthrowing the candidates, amidst the din of cannon balls, feet, and 
chairs. Another change brings them in hood-winked, captives on their way from 
Babylon to Jerusalem, to rebuild the temple. They are introduced with the words, 
“ I will lead the blind in a way they knownot ,” &c. They are conducted beneath the 
locked hands of the companions, forming a double line, and are bidden to “ stoop 
low ; he that humbleth himself shall be exalted” That the hope of exaltation may be 
inversely measured by the lowliness of the stoop, the brethren usually bear the can- 
didate down prostrate upon the floor. 

This journey is called the rugged road ; and to make it indeed so, suitable stum- 
bling blocks are laid for the blindfolded ; but as all this represents the pious desire 
of the Jewish captives in Babylon, to return and build the temple of Jerusalem, 
the candidates are caused three several times to. kneel and implore the divine 
guidance and protection, amidst the self-laid dangers of the way ! They pass the 
different veils of the tabernacle, by the use of the name of the Almighty, and by 
imitating, through their conductor, the signs which Moses was divinely directed 
to exhibit in the court of Pharaoh. They discover the ark of the covenant, and 
expose its pretended contents, with repeated exclamations of “ holiness to the 
Lord.” 

In a brief outline of masonry, it is impossible to represent all the profanity of 
the royal arch chapter. The grip, the grand hailing sign, &c. are correctly described 
in “ Light on Masonry.” % 

ORDERS OF MASONIC KNIGHTHOOD.— ENCAMPMENTS. 

The encampment is the third region in the descent to the mystical Tartarus. It 
embraces three degrees. It has for its chief officers, a most eminent grand com- 
mander, a generalissimo, a captain-general, and a prelate, each with the title of 
eminent. The state administration is committed to each grand encampment, and 
the national administration, td the general grand encampment of the United States. 
The first mentioned grand encampment to our knowledge, in the United States, 
convened at Philadelphia, the 12th of May, A. D. 1797. A convention held at Pro- 
vidence, Rhode Island, May 5th, 1805, organized a United States’ grand/ encamp- 
ment ; but the federal grand encampment was instituted at the city of New York, 
in the same month and year, with the federal grand royal arch chapter, June 22d, 
1816. . 

The traditions of the masonic encampment, make it come from the chivalric 
knights of the crusades ; but history traces its origin to the city of Lyons, in France, 
and to the year of our Lord 1743. 

The penalty of the degree of knights of the red cross, the first degree of the en- 
campment, is to have “my house tom down, the timbers thereof set up, and I hanged 
thereon, and when the last trump shall blow, to be for ever excluded from the society 
1 of all true and courteous knights, should I ever wilfully or knowingly violate any 
part of this my solemn obligation, of knight of said red cross. 9o help me God, 
and make me steadfast to keep and perform the same.” 

In the knight templar and knight of Malta degrees, the candidate is put in retire- 
ment for a season, masonically termed the chamber of reflection . He travels in pil- 
grim’s weeds three mystic years. He is then sworn, in addition to his previous obli- 
* gations, in the following ivords : “ I will answer and obey all due signs and regular 
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•ummonses, which shall he given or sent to me ftemregnlar encampments of knights 
templars, if within the distance of forty miles ^natural infirmities and unavoidable 
accidents only excusing me* I will help, aid, and assist with my counsel, my puree, 
-and my sword, all poor and indigent knight templars, &c. so far as truth, honour, 
and justice may warrant. 1 will go the distance of forty miles, even barefoot, and 
on frosty ground, to save the life, and relieve the distresses of a worthy knight. 1 
will wield my sword in defence of innocent virgins, destitute widows, helpless orphans, 
and the Christian religion. Binding myself under no less penalty, than to have my 
head struck off, and placed on the highest spire in Christendom, should 1 knowingly 
or wilfully, violate any part of this mj solemn obligation of a knight templar. So 
help me God,” &c. v 

He then spends three mystic years in warfare, for “ innocent virgin*, destitute widows, 
helpless orphans , and the Christian religion .” Placed at the foot of a triangular 
table, (on which a coffin is laid, surmounted with the bible, and the whole crowned 
with a death’s head and cross-bones, while twelve tapers, representing the twelve 
apostles, arranged in the form of a triangle, line the edge of the table,) the candidate 
is made to extinguish one taper, for a figure of the death of Judas. He then drinks 
four libations, following the words of the most eminent. To prepare him for the 
fifth libation, he is sent on a year’s pilgrimage, with a human skull m one hand, and 
a lighted taper in the other. He beholds the ascension of the Lord in transparency, 
and hears the anthem : 

“ The rising God forsakes the tomb.” 

Suitable passages are read from the New Testament. He is then returned to the foot 
of the table, and required to drink the fifth libation, u as an emblem of the bitter cup 
of death, from which, even the Saviour of the world, notwithstanding his ardent 
prayers and solicitations, was not exempted.*’ The passion scene of the garden of 
Gethsemane, is read from the evangelist, with emphasis upon the words, “ Heavenly 
Father, let this cup pa* s from me after whicn, the grand commander takes the 
crown of a human skull, pours wine into it, and gives the candidate to drink, at the 
conclusion of the following obligation, repeated after the most eminent commander : 

“ This pure wine I now take, in testimony of my belief of the mortality of the 
body and the immortality of the soul. And may this libation appear as a wit- 
ness against me, both here *nd hereafter ; and, as the sins of the world were laid 
on the head of the Saviour, so may all the sins committed by the person whose 
skull this was, be heaped upon my head, in addition to my own, should I ever 
knowingly or wilfully violate or transgress any obligation, that I have heretofore 
taken, take at this time, or shall at any future period take, in relation to any 
degree of masonry, or order of knighthood. So nelp me God.” This is called 
the sealed obligation, because it is a seal upon all masonic obligations, and is 
considered more binding than any other special obligation. 

The candidate is then dubbed, and furnished with the due guard, penitent’s 
pass, hailing sign, grip, and word of a masonic templar. The word is Golgotha, 
and the grand hailing sign of distress is made, by the templar’s throwing himself into 
the attitude of our Saviour nailed to the cross. 

The knight of Malta is known by signs and words of profanity, surpassing, in some 
respects, any before given ; they consist of a representation of the interview between 
our blessed Saviour and Thomas, after the resurrection. “ Reach hither thy finger, 
and behold my hands,” &c. 

COUNCILS. 

The next government ia the pit of freemasonry, below the encampment, is called 
a council. In the darkness of these regions, sensible approach is made towards 
chaos . The first council is that of the Trinity ; it embraces three degrees. 

1st. Knights of the Christian mark, and guards of the conclave. They swear, in 
these words : “ I will protect and support the followers of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
feed them, if hungry, give them drink, if thirsty, if naked, clothe them with gar- 
ments, teach them, if ignorant, and admonish them for their good. All this I pro- 
mise in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, and if I perform it not, let 
me be Anathema Maran-atha, Anathema Maran-atha 

They clothe the candidate in a white robe, saying: “He thatbelieveth and endu- 
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reth unto the end, the same shall overcome ; and I will cause his iniquities to pass 
from him, and he shall dwell in my presence for ever and ever. Take away his 
filthy garments, and clothe him with a change of raiment ; for he that overcome th, 
the same shall he clothed in white raiment, and his name shall be written in the 
book of life, and I will confess his name before my Father, and his holy angels,” 
&c. His lips are touched by a live coal from die altar, saying : “ All thy sins are 
removed, and thy iniquities blotted out.” He is sealed in the forehead one of the 
144,000, “ who have passed through great tribulation, and have washed their robes, 
and made them white in the blood of the Lamb, which was slain from the founda- 
tion of the world.” The officers of this degree, “ represent the Almighty, both 
the Father and the Son; two archangels; the six men whom Ezekiel saw ia 
vision, as recorded in the ninth chapter of {us prophecies; the recording angel, 
who inscribes in the book of life the names of the “ sealed ;” an angel conductor, 
and an angel guard. The candidate represents a saint, and his initiation into the 
conclave me reception of a saint Into heaven, ^ot through the merits of the 
Redeemer, but on account of his own good works. The whole degree is blas- 
phemy; a burlesque on divine revelation, on heaven, holiness, and God.”(a) 

2d. Knights of the holy sepulchre. The candidates kneel at the foot of the altar. 
The prelate takes the bread, and says : “ Brethren, eat ye all of this bread, m love, 
that ye may learn to support each other.” He then takes the cap, and says : 
44 Drink ye all of this cup, to ratify the vow that ye have made, and learn to sustain 
one another.” 

3d. The degree of the “ holy and thrice illustrious order of the cross,” denominated 
the council of the Trinity. The brother of this degree, is recommended by his 
secret mark, to the confidence of all those throughout the world, who can truly 
and deservedly say, 4i I am a Christian .” This secret mark is the initials, “ I. H. 8. 
Baal Sha Lisha, I am the Lord.” One clause of the obligation of this degree is, 
44 1 further swear, that should I know another to violate any essential part of this 
obligation, I will use my most decided endeavours, by the blessing of God, to 
bring such person to the strictest and most condign punishment, agreeably to the 
rules and usages of our most ancient fraternity ; ana this, by pointing him out to 
the world as an unworthy vagabond, by opposing his interest, by deranging his 
business, by transferring •his character after him, wherever he may go, and by 
exposing him to the contempt of the whole fraternity, and of the world, but of 
our illustrious order more especially, during his whole natural life.” The penalty 
of this obligation is, “ To die the death of a traitor, by having a spear thrust 
into my left side.” In a third obligation of this degree, are the following clauses : 
44 I do now, by the honour and power of the mark of the holy and illustrious 
order of the cross, solemnly swear, that I do hereby accept of, and will for ever 
consider the cross and mark of this order, as my only hope, that I will make it 
the test of faith and fellowship ; I swear to advance my brother’s best interest, 
by always supporting his military fame, and political preferment, in opposition to 
any other. I swear to look'on his enemies as my enemies, his friends as my friends, 
and stand forth to mete out tender kindness or vengeance accordingly. I swear to 
keep my brother’s secrets, both when delivered to me as sueh, and when the 
nature of the information is such, as to require secrecy for Ins welfare. To all 
this, and to every part thereof, I do now, as before, solemnly, and in truth, bind 
and obligate my soul ; and, also, in the earthly penalties, to wit, that for the viola- 
tion of tne least matter or particle of any of the heretofore obligations, I become 
the silent and mute subject of the displeasure of the illustrious order, and have 
their power and wrath turned on my head, to my destruction and dishonor, which, 
like the nail of Jael, may be the sure end of an unworthy wretch. To all this 
I swear.” 


THE SUBLIME GRAND LODGE OF PERFECTION. 

According to the best maps of the modern Erebus , the lodge of perfection occupies 
the region beneath the profane council of the Trinity ; but, some place it below 
the. chapter, and on the same level with the encampment. No man can reach the 


(a) Noble D. Strong. 
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deeper mysteries of masonry in this country, without first becoming a royal arch 
mason. But, when this degree is taken, there are different roads to the further 
degrees. A royal arch mason may enter the lodge of perfection, and descend to the 
ineffable degree of “ grand elect, perfect, and sublime mason or he may go into 
the masonic encampment, and take the degrees of knighthood, and then enter the 
lodge of perfection. This lodge contains eleven degrees, called the 

INEFFABLE DEGREES OF PERFECTION. 

On the degree of 44 secret master,” which is the first of the eleven ineffable degrees, 
the obligation binds the candidate, “ to obey the orders and decrees of the council of 
princes of Jerusalem, under penalty of the penalties of all former degrees.” 

The obligation of “ perfect master,” which is the second degree of the lodge of 
perfection, binds the candidate to secrecy, under the penalties of all his former obli- 
gations, concluding with Amen, four- times. 

The obligation of the degree of 44 intimate secretary ,” binds the candidate to secrecy, 
and obedience to the mandates and decrees of the grand council of princes of Jeru- 
salem, under penalty of having his body dissected, bowels taken out, heart cut in 
pieces, and the whole thrown to the wild beasts of the field} In taking this degree, 
the candidate is arrested by Hiram, king of Tyre, dragged from the anti-chamber, 
into the lodgp room, before king Solomon, and condemned to death, for being dis- 
covered in an attitude of listening, to obtain the secrets of the grand council, but is 
afterwards pardoned, on condition of taking the oath of secrecy. 

The obligation of the degree of “ provost and judge,” concludes with a penalty of 
all the penalties of- the former degrees. 

The obligation of the degree of “ intendant of the building ,” or 44 master in Israel” 
has this penalty : “ To have the body severed in two, and the bowels taken out to 
which the candidate says, Amen. 

In the obligation of the “ elected knight of nine,” the candidate swears thus : “ I 
do solemnly swear, in the presence of Almighty God, that I will revenge the assassi- 
nation of our worthy master, Hiram Abiff, not only on the murderers, but, also, on all 
who may betray the secrets of this lodge : (a) and if I violate this, my obligation, I 
consent to be struck with the dreadful poniard of vengeance now presented to me, 
and to have my head cut off, and stuck on the highest pole or pinacle, in the eastern 
part of the world, as a monument of my villany.” Amen, four times. 

The obligation of the “ illustrious elected of fifteen” has this conclusion : 44 I con- 
sent and agree, to have my body opened perpendicularly and horizontally, and 
exposed to the air for eight hours, that the flies may prey on the entrails ; also, 
to have my head cut off, and placed on the highest pinnacle in the world ; and to 
be ready to inflict the same penalty on all who disclose the secrets of this degree.” 

The penalty of the degree of 44 illustrious knights ,” is, “ to have my body cut in 
quarters.” 

On the degree of 44 grand master architect ,” the penalty of the obligation is the same 
as the last above mentioned, 44 to have the body cut in quarters.” 

In the degree of 44 knights of the ninth arch,” the candidate swears to double his 
assiduity and zeal, on penalty of all former obligations ; and, in case of failure, that 
his body may be exposed to the beasts of the forest as a prey. 44 So God maintain 
me in my present obligation.” 

In receiving the last degree, in the lodge of perfection, the candidate is informed 
of its utility and importance, and that it will prepare him for futurity. The penalty 
of this degree is, to have the body cut open, and the bowels torn out, and given to 
the vultures for food. In this degree the candidate enters a deep-vaulted cavern, 
and brings up from thence the triangle of perfection, deposited by Enoch, the seventh 
from Adam, glittering with precious stones, on which is engraved the ineffable name 
of the Supreme Being, which he is sworn never to repeat , during his natural life ; and 
after being anointed with holy (masonic) oil, on the head, lips, and breast, the can- 
didate receives three signs, three guard-words, and three pass-words, and is pro- 
nounced, 44 grand elect, perfect, and sublime mason.” 

Descending into the pit, the masonic dominion next beneath the sublime grand 


(a) It has been administered 44 on all who betray the secrets of masonry 
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lodge of perfection, according to the Ahiman Rezon of Maryland , 1826, is called the 
“ council of princes of Jerusalem u” We speak of this, as men sworn in the prece- 
ding lodge, to obey the orders issued from it. The law of death to the seceder, is 
published in the first degree of masonry ; in the lodge of perfection, executioners 
are sworn to avenge the violation of masonic law ; and the council of the princes 
of Jerusalem are the acknowledged superiors, whose orders, perfect and sub- 
lime masons are positively sworn to obey. There is method in this madness ; one 
spirit* animates the whole system. The sovereign inspectors-general cap the inverse 
climax of the masonic powers, and rule from the surface to the centre of the mys- 
tery. Their peculiar province extends from the twenty-seventh to the forty-third 
degree ; their dominion began, A. D. 1758 ; their capital lies “ beneath the canopy of 
the zenith and their proclamations are addressed to “ both hemispheres.” 

Besides the regular degrees of the various principalities of freemasonry, many 
honorary degrees are appended to different parts of the system. We notice only two, 
attached to the symbolic lodges. 

1st. “ The test degree,” instituted since Morgan’s death, to prevent the admission 
of his masons into the lodges. It has a lecture , a sign, a grip, a word, and an oath. 
The word is los , that is, sol , or the sun reversed. It was instituted , by the grand 
lodge of New York , A. D . 1827; and is masonic proof of the incontestible truth and 
accuracy of Morgan's disclosures , and of the universal knowledge of the fact among 
active masons in our country . Masons, attending the American lodges, cannot fail 
to know the test degree, the origin of it, and the cause of its introduction. It was 
established in direct violation of the masonic oath, which requires the “ old land 
marks ” to be observed, and which positively forbids the invention of new customs. 
It is exclusively maintained, in open violation of oaths which require the brethren 
to hail the signs, to acknowledge the tokens, and to respond to the words of the 
mystery, independent of the test, or any other newly invented degree. “ Every 
mason is every where a mason,” and has a right to all the privileges of a mason ; no 
lodge or grand lodge can disfranchise him, by adopting innovations in the body of 
masonry. But the lodges venture to reject brethren from their door, who will not 
turn sol into los, light into darkness, and truth into falsehood ; they refuse him who 
refuses to say that Morgan was a false witness, and, at the same time, they require 
the test oath and degree, solely because Morgan was a true witness ; they expel him 
for unmasonic conduct, who acknowledges the truth of Morgan, while they themselves 
acknowledge it among themselves, and, also, their own hypocrisy, by inventing new 
devices to conceal that truth.(a) 

2d. “ The secret monitor,” belonging to master masons. It has ^legend, lecture, 
grip, token, sign, word, and oath. It is the only oath which masons are sworn to 
commit to memory. The nature of the obligation explains this peculiarity. The 
secret monitor is bound in so many words, to prefer a brother in business, to assist 
him in trade, and to warn him in making a good or bad bargain, according to cir- 
cumstances, either by sign, or grip, or word. That he may not plead want of 
memory for neglect of duty, he is bound first to make that duty familiar to his 
memory, under penalty of having his heart pierced with the arrow of an enemy. 
The legend of the degree, is the interview between David and Jonathan, when 
Jonathan, with a lad, discovered to David, by the flight of his arrow, that he 
must escape for his life, from the hand of Saul. “ But the lad knew not any 
thing ; only Jonathan and David understood the matter.” The brethren represent 
Jonathan and David, the uninitiated represent the lad ; the former use their secret 
tokens, and the latter regard it only as an ordinary transaction; the uninitiated 
know not any thing, only the brethren understand the matter . 

There are other degrees on which your Committee have not reported, and 
other points, also, embraced in the resolution by which they are goverped, par- 
ticularly in relation to the tendency of the masonic institution, to subvert justice, 
conceal crime, contaminate the morals of society, and undermine the foundation 
of a -free government, which are duly appreciated ; but the limited space neces- 
sarily assigned to a report, forbids our further pursuing the subject. 


(a) In conferring this degree upon one of the Committee, the master observed : “ If they 
steal our keys, we must put on new locks.” 
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In concluding this report, we make so appeal for the truth of the disclosures. We 
'Speak what we know, and testify what we have seen and heard, and our own hands 
handled. We wish not to excite, but to warn, not to wound, but to heal the public 
mind with immutable truth. We are not prompted by feelings of unkindness toward 
any brother mason, or by any pohdcal or personal motive, in seceding from masonry, 
but only by a sincere regard for the rising generation, for our whole country, mid 
'for posterity. What is mere in masonry for which we should adhere to ft ? Its form 
and character, its doctrines and usages, its origin and practices, conspire to make it 
unspeakably odious to a virtuous mind, and dangerous to any government. 

We anticipate from adhering masons, the single charge of presenting to the public 
only the deformities of freemasonry. Its gaudy virtues, its trumpeted alms, its hypo- 
critical prayers, and its brave pretensions, deceive many ; • they have deceived us. 
We expose the hypocrite. No law requires us to rehearse the foals ef valour and the 
sacrifices of patriotism, which a detected traitor voluntarily exhibits, to cover his 
treasonable designs. We simply state the time, place, and circumstances of his 
treason. We precisely state the degree, point, act, and words, m whieh freemasonry 
o fiends against its professed character. The public may judge whether it is a grand 
imposture. 

We are bound to the community by the usual ties of property and kindred, cbil- 
dren and friends. Some of our dearest relatives yet aahere to freemasonry. We 
mean them no harm. We know that as face answers to face in a glass, so does 
this brief outline to the principal features of freemasonry. They cannot deny it. If 
here is the smallest variation from their conceptions of truth, they know that the 
variation arises from the nature of the subject, and not from hasty or wilfully erro- 
neous statements on our part. They must admit, that careful study is on our side, 
while too little consideration is with them. 

By this summary of the order, we wish to rescue others from the same snare, into 
which we inconsiderately fell. We refuse, however humble we may be, to act as 
decoy-doves, to entice the young men of our country into the net of freemasonry. 
We cannot consent to hover and flutter, in attempting to escape from masonic 
thraldom, and to return for ever to the ground, held by the tow-line of this mystery 
of abominations. We break away, we burst our ties, not unmindful of holiness, 
but with an upward flight, and an eye fixed on heaven. We honestly received free- 
masonry, a counterfeit ; we submit to the loss ; we neither retain it, nor pass it; hut 
having fully detected it, we check it on the face, we stamp it on the wall, and we n&il 
it to the counter; for even now it cheats many. We were deceived by false promises, 
reiterated in volumes, and supported by great names. Our names are yet ours, and 
we erase them from the gnarranty of freemasonry. 


Henry Dana Ward, Master Mason , American Union Lodge, No. 1, Marietta, Ohio. 
Delegate from New York. 

Lebbeus Armstrong, Grand Elect , Perfect , and Sublime Mason, North Star Lodge, 
No. 162 ; Sacondaga Royal Arch Chapter ; Lodge of Per- 
fection, held by the Grand Princes of Jerusalem, in Mayfield, 
Montgomery county, New York. Delegate from New York. 

Moses Thacher, Royal Arch Mason , St. John's Lodge , No. 2, and Providence 
Royal Arch Chapter, Providence, Rhode Island. Delegate 
from Massachusetts. 


Abuer Morse, 
Ezra Slifer, , 
Calvin Barber, 
David Bernard, 

Martin Flint, 
Noble D. Strong, 

Pliny Merrick, 
Herbert A. Read, 


Master Mason. Delegate from New Jersey. 

Royal Arch Mason. Delegate from Maryland. 

Mark Master Mason. Delegate from Connecticut. 

Grand Elect, Perfect, and Sublime Mason. Delegate from 
New York. 

Master Mason. Delegate from Vermont. 

Royal Arch Mason. King David's Royal Arch Chapter , Auburn, 
New York. Delegate from Connecticut. 

Royal Arch Mason. Delegate from Massachusetts. 

Knight Templar , Knight of the Council of the Trinity, Grand 
Elect, Perfect , and Sublime Mason. Delegate from New York. 
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UNITED STATES 


ANTI-MASONIC CONVENTION. 


Mr* Thacker, from the Committee next hereafter mentioned, reported as follows : 

The Committee appointed to “ consider the nature and spirit of anti-masonry, 
from the disclosures of Professor Robison and the Abbe Barruel, * to the present 
time ; the arguments used by freemasons in support of their institution ; and the 
means resorted to by the fraternity to suppress inquiry into the principles, nature, 
and tendency of the order ask leave respectfully to present the following Report: 

The resolution preferred for consideration to your Committee, supposes that anti- 
masonry has had an existence for more than thirty years . This supposition, your 
Committee believe to be founded in truth and on substantial evidence . Although 
the fraternity have endeavoured to impress upon the public mind, that this is merely 
an ephemeral excitement, the creature of a party, and created for the sole purpose 
of accomplishing particular political objects *, yet, it is easy to prove, that the seeds 
of opposition to all secret societies , were sown, both in this country and in Europe, 
long before the Batavian martyr assumed the pen, to reveal the secrets of the order. 
Indeed, if we go hack to the time when these seeds first began to germinate and take 
root, we shall arrive at the year 1730, about thirteen years after the association of 
speculative masonry was first Organized, when Samuel Prichard fully disclosed the 
secrets of the fraternity. At this time, the institution Was in its incipient state ; one 
simple oath covered the whole of its mysteries ; and no one supposed that an organ* 
ization, apparently so insignificant andunworthy of notice, was ever to become so 
extensive and powerful as to revolutionize kingdoms, cause the most potent monarchs 
to tremble upon their thrones, and even to defy “ the world in arms .” The revela- 
tion of Prichard accordingly excited but little interest, although the fraternity, if we 
may believe the masons themselves, were sufficiently sensitive, and sufficiently faith- 
ful to masonic bond, to take the life of its unhappy author. 

Some years later than this, and when considerable additions had been made to the 
rites of freemasonry, appeared another revelation of its secrets, under the well known 
title of “ Jachin and Boaz.” The author of this work also, as well as the one who 
republished it in this country, it has generally been admitted by masons, paid the for- 
feit of his life, for his temerity in transgressing masonic law. 

In consequence of these disclosures, the order and rites of freemasonry were for a 
time considered contemptible. Young lads frequently appeared in the streets of 
London, clad in aprons, and adorned with pebles, in mimicry of a class of men, whom 
they considered supremely ridiculous* By the cunning and falsehood of the craft, 
however, they succeeded in laughing to Bcora these faithful revelations ; and by high 
pretensions and artful management, led a portion of the world to believe, that their 
institution was very ancient, scientific, moral, charitable, divine, and religious ; pa- 
tronized by all the patriarchs, prophets, wise men, and saints, of old ; and that it has 
conferred greater blessings upon mankind than any other institution on earth, not 
even excepting the Christian religion. The principles of the order had been trans- 
planted into France, Germany, and other kingdoms of Europe, and had begun to 
take a deep and extensive root even in America. From the commencement of the 
French revolution, however, some had the sagacity to discern that this deluge of hu- 
man blood, and the subsequent anarchy of that nation, resulted, not so much from 
the true spirit of national liberty, as from the principles of infidelity extensively pro- 
pagated in every country of Europe, by means of seeret associations. It was seen 
that deists and atheists availed themselves of the secrets of freemasonry, to dissemi- 
nate their pernicious doctrines, for the express purpose of revolutionizing every reli- 
gion and government, then in existence. 

Among those who discovered the deleterious influence of such principles, and 
'watched with solicitude these secret operations, were the Abbe Barruel and Professor 
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Robison ; both of whom were freemasons ; and, particularly Professor Robison had 
opportunity to become extensively acquainted with the secrets of the craft. They 
perceived, that if freemasonry was not originally intended to answer the basest de- 
signs, and to carry into operation the most pernicious system of means for the sub- 
version of civil and religious rights, it was exactly fitted for the use of infidels and 
demagogues, and was never calculated to exert any salutary influence upon mankind. 
Professor Robison, speaking of those baleful principles, which were disseminated 
under covert of the lodge, ‘'says, “ I have observed these doctrines gradually diffusing 
and mixing with all the different systems of freemasonry, till at last, an associa- 
^ TION HAS BEEN FORMED, .for the express purpose of ROOTING OUT ALL THE RELI- 
GIOUS ESTABLISHMENTS, AND OVERTURNING ALL THE EXISTING GOVERNMENTS OF 

Europe.” 44 In short,” says he, 44 we may assert with confidence* that the mason 
lodges in France were the hot-beds where the seeds were Bown, and tenderly reared, 
of all the pernicious doctrines which soon choked every moral or religious cultiva- 
tion, and have made the society worse than a waste, have made it a noisome marsh 
of human corruption, filled witn every rank and poisonous weed.” 

These views of the masonic institution, as giving rise to the doctrines of the illu- 
minati, induced Dr. Robison and the Abbe Barruel to prepare and publish their 
different works, which opened the eyes of many to existing evils and dangers, and 

S roduced considerable alarm both in Europe and America. In 1798, or 1799, the 
iritish parliament passed an act, prohibiting any more than three degrees of masonry 
being conferred in any lodge in the kingdom ; and subsequently, provided by statute 
against the administration of extra-judicial oaths. 

When Robison and Barruel began to be read in this country, many intelligent men, 
both civilians and divines, were awakened to impending danger, filled with fearful 
apprehensions in view of the rapid growth of freem&sonry, and sounded the note of 
alarm both from the pulpit and the forum. But the masonic fraternity were excited 
to wrath, and resorted, without delay, to slander and calumny. They followed the 
example of the illuminees in France and Germany, who appointed slandering com- 
mittees throughout those countries, forestalled the freedom of the press, and vilified 
the character of every one who presumed to open his mouth, in vindication of the 
true principles of moral and political philosophy. 

Although Professor Robison sustained as fair and exalted a character as any other 
literary man in Europe, it was not to remain unimpeached by members of the ma- 
sonic fraternity. The following, among other gross slanders, were originated among 
freemasons, and industriously circulated in different sections of the United States, 
after the Professor’s publication made its appearance in America. In a paper 
' printed at Hartford, September 26, 1799, we are told, 44 that Robison had lived too 
fast for his; income, and to supply deficiencies, had undertaken to alter a bank bill; 
that he was detected, and fled to France ; that having been expelled the lodge in 
Edinburgh, he applied in France for the second grade, but was refused ; that he 
made the same attempt in Germany, and afterwards in Russia, but never succeeded ; 
and from this, entertained the bitterest hatred to masonry; that after wandering 
about Europe for two years, by writing to Secretary Dundas, and presenting a copy 
of his book, which, it was judged, would answer certain purposes of the ministry, 
the prosecution against him was stopped, the Professor returned in triumph to Ins 
country, and now lives upon a handsome pension, instead of suffering the fate of his 
predecessor, Dodd.” In another paper, Dr. Robison was represented as 44 a man 
distinguished by an abject dependence upon a party, by the base crimes of forgery 
and adultery, and by frequent paroxysms of insanity.” These, and other falsehoods 
of a similar nature, were copied into Boston papers, and other periodicals of the day, 
and have been reiterated from time to time ever since. The grand lodge of Massa- 
chusetts, in a cool and deliberate address to the President of the United States, 
which they published in their 44 book of constitutions,” did not hesitate to throw out 
the basest insinuations against the Professor’s character. 

. But those who propagate slander, are not always wise for themselves. Creden- 
tials of the highest authority, obtained from Europe, by Dr. Dwight, Dr. Tapp&n, 
Dr. Pearson, Dr. Morse, and others, proved the Prt>fessor’s character to be without 
blemish, and that he was had in honour and good fellowship with masons, till his book 
'appeared before the public. So that even on the ground which masons have taken 
themselves, and the statements they have made with respect to the Professor’s cha- 
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racter, the publication of his book was, in their mind, a greater offence against their 
institution, than even forgery and adultery! “ Rev. Dr. Erskine, whose character 
is generally known and respected in America, and who was a neighbour to Dr. Ro- 
bison, speaking of the foreinentioned criminations of the Dr’s, character, which 
have been circulated in America, sayg , ‘ Had they been sent to Edinburgh for their 
2 * alp able falsehood, they would have been despised, and detested .’ ” “ Mr. J. 
Walker, a respectable inhabitant of Great Britain, referring to the exalted character 
he had given of Dr. Robison, says, ‘Nor is this the exaggerated praise of a friend ; 
no one who knows Mr. Robison as I have known him, and he is almost universally 
known in Britain, will dare to call it in question.’ ” Another “ of the most respect- 
able literary characters which Scotland has produced,” says that, “ Professor Robi- 
son’s character is so well established among those who know him best, that it would 
be ridiculous in Edinburgh, to call in question his veracity or ability.” 

In the year 1798, a learned, discreet, and judicious Professor in Yale College, 
prepared an abstract from the works of Barruel, which he offered for publication in 
the “ Connecticut Courant,” printed at Hartford. The Professor succeeded in hav- 
ing eight of his numbers inserted, and then the columns of that distinguished paper 
were closed against him, through masonic influence. Subsequent numbers were 
forwarded to Boston, and published in the u American Mercury.” 

In 1798, Rev. Dr. Morse, of Charlestown, Mass, preached and published a sermon, 
in which he pointed out the dangers of illuminism, the rapid and powerful influence 


which it was obtaining in this country, and the importance of the American people 
opening their eyes to impending evils. In this sermon, with notes subjoined, he 
recommended the extensive circulation, and general perusal, of Robison’s “ Proofs 
of a Conspiracy.” This gave great umbrage to the freemasons in Massachusetts, 
ana elsewhere, and the Dr. against whom, a syllable of reproach had not before been 
uttered, was now to be pursued with calumny and abuse, till he should find rest in 
the grave. 

Among those who entered the field of controversy, in opposition to Dr. Morse, was 
Jo si ah Bartlett, then grand master of the grand lodge of Massachusetts. He pub- 
lished several numbers in the American Mercury, of 1798, impeaching the motives of 
Dr. Morse, and spurning, rather than attempting to refute, his arguments. This 
drew from Dr. Morse, and others, a series of numbers, in the same paper, of the same 
year, replete with good sense, cool and deliberate, and calculated to convince any 
candid and judicious man, not prepossessed in favour of the masonic institution, or 
shackled with masonic oaths. One of the distinguished gentlemen of that day, who 
deeply interested themselves for the welfare of our country, in relation to this sub- 
ject, was the late Hon. Samuel Dexter, of Boston. He wrote an able, lucid, and 
ingenious article, for insertion in the Mereury, in answer to Mr. Bartlett, but the 
piece was excluded from the columns, through the interference and solicitation of 
Mr. Bartlett himself. This able document has recently been discovered among the 
papers of the late Dr. Morse, and has since been published. 

This controversy continued for a considerable length of time, and the members of 
the masonic fraternity were far from withholding any abuse or calumny against either 
friend or foe, who espoused the cause of anti-masonry. 

A writer in the “ Mercury,” of September 14, 1798, says, “ Dr. Morse has been 
censured as being unfriendly to masonry. The ire of the fraternity has been excited 
against him, ana ha* prevented that candid perusal of his writings which they de- 
served.” 

Another writer in the same paper, December 7, 1798, justly argues, “ that the 
sensitiveness of freemasonry, and their spleen against Robison, Barruel, and Dr. 
Morse, are calculated to create suspicion. Why should they be so determined to 
extinguish the light which is shed upon this subject, unless they considered the ma- 
sonic institutibn as having an intimate connexion with illuminism.” 

Another writer of the same year, and same periodical, in vindication of freema- 
sonry, turns into ridicule the whole account of Robison, Barruel, and others, and 
represents the illuminati as genuine philosophists . 

The author of the celebrated “ Worcester charge,” so called, who was no less than 
the late Dr. Bentley, of Salem, Mass, about this time made an elaborate attempt to 
vindicate the character and works of Adam Weishaupt , as a brother mason ! In this 
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essay, published likewise in the Mercury, he speaks of Weishaupt’s important wri- 
tings, as the boost of his age and country! 

This cursory view of the subject convinces your Committee, that anti-masonry 
was fairly in the field, more than thirty years since, and driven out by the same sys- 
tem of means which was pursued in France, before the revolution, and which has 
been universally pursued in this country, ever since the 14 Morgan excitement-” 
They made the same attempts to muzzle the press there , that they do now ; and as no 
' seceder has ever escaped slander and abuse, so, those who enlisted on the side of 
truth, and the equal rights and best interests of our country, more than thirty years 
ago, were treated in the same manner. The same spirit existed in the masonic fra- 
ternity at that day, which recently prevailed in the very “ cradle of liberty,” tram- 
pled upon all law, resisted the officers of police, disregarded every degree of decency 
and order, and succeeded effectually in suppressing for a little season, what, the most 
of all things, they both hate and dread, the diffusion of light ! 

Your Committee also find, that the spirit of anti-masonry has never attached itself 
to any particular sect or party ; that it has embraced the whole science of moral and 
political philosophy, and never been either designed or calculated to foster any poli- 
tical faction ; but that its great object has been, to secure the equal rights of our 
common country, and guard all our civil and religious privileges, against the power 
and influence of secret usurpation . 

In relation to the arguments used by freemasons' in support of the institution, as 
alluded to in the resolution, your Committee have not yet been able to find that they 
have ever used any ! Freemasons have, indeed, attempted a show of argumentation, 
but it has been merely to vociferate that their institution is ancient , divine , moral , 
scientific , and charitable; that all the saints of old were their patrons; and that 
Washington and Franklin, and all the great and wise men of the world, have been 
members of their institution. Indeed, your committee have reason to believe that “ the 
arguments used by freemasons in support of their institution,” have generally been 
like those used by the “ craftsmen” of old, when they “ cried out, for the space of 
two hours, great is Diana of the Ephesians /” 

In view of these facts, and many more, which, could not be embodied in a single 
report, your committee have come to the conclusion, that anti-masonry has been the 
^same in spirit and principle , from the first disclosures of professor Robison and the 
Abbe Barruel, to the present time ; and' that one principal mode of masonic warfare, 
and the most efficient means, adopted by the masonic fraternity, to suppress the 
work of investigation, has been a thoroughly organized system of slander and 
calumny. 
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Mr. Scwcrrd, from the Committee next hereafter mentioned , reported as follows: 

The Committee to whom it was referred to make a concise report of the progress 
and present state of Anti-Masonry throughout die United States, most respectfully 
submit the following Report : 

That the abduction of William Morgan called forth the first general expression of 
popular opinion against secret societies. That event took place at Batavia, in the 
Qoanty of Genesee, in the state of Ne^v York, on the 11th day of September; 1826 ; 
just four years before the session of this first National Anti-Masonic Convention. A 
considerable period elapsed, before the people in the immediate vicinity of that out- 
rage, became sensible of the fact, that freemasonry had commanded and justified the 
high-handed conspiracy ; and a still longer period elapsed, before the iniquitous oaths 
and obligations of the order became generally known. But finding themselves at 
length unable to ferret out the conspirators, and becoming at length acquainted with 
the alarming principles, in accordance with which their fellow citizen had been be- 
reft of liberty and life ; a determination was made by the people, in a few of the 
towns in the counties of Genesee, Monroe, and Niagara, by the exercise of the 
right of suffrage, to effect the abolition of the institution in whose name and service 
the daring deed was committed. In the spring of 1827, a few scattering demonstra- 
tions of this determination were made at the town meetings. In the fall of 1827, the 
question was for the first time brought distinctly and with concert to the polls, in the 
counties of Genesee, Monroe, Livingston, Orleans, and Niagara, in each of which 
counties the anti-masonic ticket prevailed, and the territory including them, became 
thenceforth known in masonic language as the “ infected district.” 

In the summer of 1828, a convention of seceding masons was held at Le Roy, in 
the county of Genesee, by whom the truth of the revelations of freemasonry made by 
Morgan were affirmed, and a further revelation was made of many of the higher 
degrees. 

In the fall of 1828, the memorable presidential canvass absorbed almost the entire 
public attention, without the limits of the counties above mentioned and the counties 
adjacent. Nevertheless anti-masonry, in defiance of, and in opposition to both of the 
political parties, deposited in the ballot boxes 33,000 votes. v 

In the month of February 1829, a state convention was held at Albany, in which 
forty-two counties were represented, and by which this first national convention was 
recommended. As yet, neither of the political parties had openly declared itself in 
opposition to antLmasonry, and in many parts of the state, both had vied in caress- 
ing it. No sooner had the convention adjourned, than this affected complacency 
was turned to bitter hate ; the present incumbent of the executive chair assumed the 
duties of his office with a philippic against anti-masonry ; that same anti-masonry 
which, when a judge, he had from the bench declared to be “ a blessed spirit,” and^ 
which he described as the same spirit which had called this nation into existence, and 
was a pledge that our rights and liberties are destined to endure. From that period, 
the influence and patronage of the general and state governments have been directed 
with all their force against anti-masonry. With few exceptions, the leading politi- 
cians of all parties, united to suppress the rising spirit of inquiry, and the force of the 
press was thus brought, for once, by the union of its heretofore discordant conductors, 
into active opposition to anti-masonry. A concerted and simultaneous attempt was 
made to stigmatise its supporters, and misrepresent its successes. Pretended victo- 
ries over the daring intruder were reported to have been gained where no battles had 
been fought, and fabricated renunciations of anti-masonry were every where pub- 
lished, and its dying agonies were re-echoed in all the masonic papers throughout 
the state. While to the honour of the anti-masons of the state of New York, it is 
tated, that in this, the most severe period of trial, they remained true to their cause ; 
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it must be conceded, a very great effect wag produced by these systematic efforts of 
freemasonry, in those parts of the state where anti-masonry had nmther papers nor 
advocates to support and defend it. Nevertheless, the election of 1829, showed that 
anti-masonry had taken too deep root in the intelligence and patriotism of the people, 

^to be uprooted by the blasts of masonic or political calumny and denunciation. ^ The 
Hon. Albert H. Tracy was elected to the senate in the 8th district, by a majority of 
about 8000 votes ; thirty anti-masonic members were returned to the house of as- 
sembly, and anti-masonry received the glorious testimony of 67,000 votes. The 
counties of EKe, Niagara, Orleans, Genesee, Livingston, Monroe, Allegany, Catta- 
raugus, Chautauque, Steuben, Ontario, Wayne, Y ates, Seneca, and Washington, 
were redeemed from the thraldom of freemasonry, and the borders ’of the “ infected 
district” were extended, from the Niagara river on the west to the Cayuga lake on 
the east, and from lake Ontario on the north to Pennsylvania on the south.. 

A state convention was held in February, 1830, in which forty-six counties were 
represented ; the town meetings held in the spring, exhibited a great increase of spirit 
in behalf of the cause, and an astonishing accession of strength. The struggle in the 
state of New York has been severe, but always and every where the gain has been 
in favour of anti-masonry, and the day is not distant when that great state will add 
to the glory achieved by her great works of internal improvement, that of emancipa- > 
tion from the thraldom of secret societies ; and though the waters of the Niagara may 
not wipe from her escutcheon the stain of the blood shed by masonic violence, she 
has already added to its glories, that of having been the firet in the great work of 
abolishing secret societies. 

' So early as in 1827, the subject of the masonic outrages in the state of New York, 
was spoken of in Pennsylvania ; and such was the impression made in that year, upon 
the minds of some public spirited individuals in the western part of that state, that 
an effort was made to establish a paper, intended to publish the Morgan affair, and 
expose the principles of freemasonry. This attempt was abandoned, owing to the 
' difficulties and obstacles which presented themselves among a people, having yet no 
' knowledge of masonic obligations, and having witnessed no practical demonstration 
of masonic violence. 

The friends, however, of truth and equal rights, were not easily to be deterred ; 
but procured from New York, documents detailing the conduct of the fraternity, and 
the revelation of its principles in that state. Some time afterwards, papers in sev- 
eral counties commenced the publication of the illustrations of masonry. The cause 
gradually gained friends in several counties, until an attempt at organization was | 
made in June, 1829; twelve counties only appeared in the state convention, which 1 
put in nomination a candidate for the office of governor ; the election took place in 
October following, and equally to the astonishment of its friends and the dismay of 
its opponents, anti-masonry polled for Joseph Ritner, its candidate for governor, 
52,000 votes. This contest terminated in the election of Mr. Wolf, a freemason, to 
the office of governor ; but that result was ascribed by many intelligent men, to the 
want of a general understanding among the friends of anti-masonry. Certain it is, 
that the party was not then organized throughout the state, and in many counties, it 
is said, that it was not generally known that there was any opposition to Mr. Wolf; 
an ignorance which may well be considered probable, without reflecting upon the 
intelligence of the people, if we take into consideration the especial guardianship 
which freemasonry assumes over the press. Under these circumstances, the vote 
received by Mr. Ritner was a cheering result, and augurs a speedy victory. In 
October, 1829, the Hon. Harmar Denny was elected a member of congress from 
the Pittsburg district, in opposition to the concentrated energy of the fraternity, by a 
majority of upwards of 1100 votes. In the month of February, 1830, the first gene- 
ral state convention was held at Harrisburgh. Measures, the committee are assured, 
were at that time adopted, for a general and efficient organization, and for diffusing 
information among the people ; and so rapid has been the progress of anti-masonry 
throughout this enlightened and powerful state, that it is believed she will, at the 
coming election, exhibit a decided majority against secret societies. 

In Vermont, anti-masonry became in a small portion of the state a subject of con- 
versation, in 1827. Town meetings were held in March, 1828, in the counties of 
Orange and Caledonia, and a state convention assembled at Montpelier in August, 
18£9; that convention put in nomination a candidate for governor, who declined the 
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favour of the party ; nevertheless, anti-masonry gave 7300 anti-masonic votes. A 
second state convention has been recently held, and the returns now received, bring 
the gratifying information of an increase probably of not less than fifty per cent, in 
the vote of anti-masonry. The committee cannot omit to mention their high sense, 
of the uncompromising firmness and perseverance of the friends of equal rights and 
anti-masonry, exhibited in this patriotic state, on many occasions, and particularly 
in the first election of General Cahoone, one year since, a member of Congress from 
the fifth congressional district, after a canvass of seven ballotings, and his subsequent 
re-election to the same trust, on the first ballot. 

Anti-masonry appeared in the territory of Michigan in the slimmer of 1828. The 
first territorial convention was held in February, 1829. From this period anti-ma- 
sonry has been advancing in most of the peninsular counties. The county of Wash- 
tenaw has a majority of anti-masons. It is probable that the same may be said in 
truth, of Wayne, Oakland, and Lenawee. Monroe, Macomb, and St. Clair, con- 
tain a respectable number of anti-masons. The counties on the St. Joseph’s and 
Kalawazoo rivers, on the western side of the peninsula, likewise afford a considera- 
ble anti-masonic population. The state of anti-masonry in the upper counties is 
unknown to the committee. Michigan is now represented in congress, by the Hon. 
John Biddle, nominated by the anti-masons at their territorial convention. 

In the state of Massachusetts, the investigation of freemasonry was first commen- 
ced in the county of Bristol, about two years since, by some intelligent and patriotic 
individuals. In that county the progress of information w as such, that at the last 
April election, the delegation tp the senate of the state was wholly anti-masonic, and 
elected expressly on anti-masonic principles. The Boston Free Press, a firm and 
vigorous supporter of the cause, was established about two and a half years since. 
The first public anti-masonic meeting in that city, was held on the 27th of August, 
1829, at which time the Suffolk committee were chosen. The valuable researches 
and investigations of that committee are extensively known to the public. Since 
that meeting, the cause has progressed with a rapidity unparalleled in any other 
great city, and Faneuil Hall has again, as in olden time, resounded the acclamations 
of liberty. No election has, as your committee believe, been had in the county of 
Suffolk, in which the strength of anti-masonry has been tried. Several towns in 
this state at the last spring election, returned anti-masonic members to the legisla- 
ture. A spirit of firmness and unanimity pervades the anti-masonic party through- 
out the state, and gives promise, that the state first to throw off British tyranny, will 
not be among the last to break the dominion of secret societies. 

The spark of anti-masonry, which fell in the state of New Jersey, in 1827, but lit 
up the flame of opposition to secret societies. Your committee are satisfied that that 
patriotic flame has not been extinguished. The information received by the com- 
mittee, warrants the belief, that the work of anti-masonic reform will be rapid and 
complete in that state, inferior to none in the union for patriotism and valour. 

No general public effort was made in relation to this subject in the state of Con- 
necticut, as your committee understand, until the latter part of the year 1828. A 
state convention was held in the year 1829, and an organization was effected in 
many of the counties of that state. The first demonstration at the polls, was made 
in 1830, when the anti-masonic senatorial candidates received 6000 votes, being 
about one fourth of the aggregate of senatorial votes in the state. Six anti-masonic 
senators were elected, and about one fourth of the house of representatives in this 
state are anti-masonic, and the state exhibited every where a degree of hanbony and 
firmness of purpose, which augur the best results. The committee cannot refrain 
from stating, as highly honourable to the intelligence of Connecticut, that anti-ma- 
sonry has advanced in this struggle, thus rapidly and firmly with the aid of, at no 
time but two, and most of the tune but one free press, while twenty-eight presses 
are arrayed against it. 

In Ohio, the first appearance of anti-masonry at the polls, was at the general elec- 
tion in October, 1829, at which time, without any general system of organization, 
several candidates were put in nomination, and elected altogether on anti-masonic 
principles. It has, as yet, prevailed mostly in the northern parts of the state : there 
are anti-masonic presses in the counties of Adams, Knox, Tuscarawas, Harrison, 
Wayne, Richland, Huron, Portage, Geauga, and Ashtabula; and a few other 
presses are known, occasionally, to admit anti-masonic articles. 
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In the counties of Trumbull, Cuyahoga, Medina, Loraine, Seneca, fearfuaky, 
Wayne, Stark, Columbiana, Jefferson, Holmes, and Athens, the subject of anti- 
masonry has been considerably agitated, and the committee are well assured that 
anti-masonry has the strength of 40,000 of the freemen of this new, and emulous, and 
enterprising state. 

In Rhode Island the question was never agitated until during the latter part of the 
last year. A press has been established, a state convention held, and an organiza- 
tion adopted. In no part of the union has there been more commendable zeal and 
firmness displayed by anti-masons, than in this island state, which is represented as 
having been peculiarly favoured by the protecting care of freemasonry. 

In me state of Maryland, and m the state of Delaware, respectively, public opinion 
is forming on this subject. Anti-masonry has found there, as every where, a recep- 
tion in the hearts of men of patriotism and philanthropy. In the distant state of 
Alabama, it has kindled a flame which burns brightly, and with steadily increasing 
splendour. In Indiana the cause is destined, from present indications, soon to be- 
come an object of paramount regard. 

From most of the other states and territories, your co mmit tee have no certain in- 
formation ; but it is evident that anti-masonry has every where throughout the union, 
the hearts and hopes of many good and true men. AH past experience warrants the 
belief, that another year will witness a development of the principles of anti-masonry 
in every state and territory in the union ; ana aH past experience proves, that so fast 
as that development is made, just so rapidly freemasonry, with its unlawful oaths, 
its alarming principles, and blasphemous rites and ceremonies falls before it, mid pub- 
lic opinion flows thenceforth in the “ natgral and healthful channel” of opposition to 
aH secret societies. 
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Mr. EUmaker , /rom tfce Committee next hereafter mentioned, reported as follow*: 

The Committee appointed on the subject of nominating candidates for the offices 
of president and vice-president of the United States, to be supported by dm anti-ma- 
sonic party at the next election, report : 

The principal object of masonry in the United States for many yearn, has been 
the acquisition of political power. This fact cannot have escaped the observation 
of any one conversant with the political movements, and appointments to office, in the 
various parts of our union. It is also abundantly proved by the direct testimony of 
numerous masons of the highest respectability, and greatest experience, who have 
seceded from the institution, mid of some who continue to adhere to it. But aH 
doubt on the subject is banished by the oaths of one or more degrees of the order, 
whose manifest design and tendency are, to produce a preference of masons, in 
appointments and elections to office. 

The result is, that although the members of the institution do not form, probably, 
more than one tenth of the voters in the United States, they hold about two-thirds of 
the offices of trust, profit, and honour, in the general and state governments. 

If masonry be thus fortified behind the political patronage and power of the 
government, where is it to be sought and attacked by those who desire to destroy 
its baneful influence on morality and religion, and its usurpation of the rights and 
privileges of the people ? It is to be sought where alone it is to be found,-— in its 
lntrenchments. Anti-masonry, therefore, is necessarily political. 

It is by the hope of advantage, and the expectation of office and undue influence, 
that the young and the ambitious are drawn into the toils of masonry. Blast this 
hope, destroy this expectation, and the institution dies. 

If these views are correct, it is evident that anti-masonry cannot stop in mid- 
course, and confine its operations to the state governments ; and that its reforming 
spirit must be extended to the government of the union ; and especially to its execu- 
tive branch. The exertions of the masonic institution, as manifested by the project 
at the capitol, in March, 1822, to organize a general grand lodge of the United 
States, have long been directed to the acquisition of the entire control of the exten- 
sive patronage of the federal government. The project of organizing that central 
power, may be for the present moment suspended. It was defeated at the time by 
the state grand lodges, from their jealousy of a superior power ; but it will never be 
finally abandoned while masonry exists. If it shall ever he executed, the Committee 
need not say, that from that time the general grand lodge of the United States will 
exclusively control the presidential election. The electors will bo no more than 
passive instruments to register the decrees issued at Washington. A permanent 
central power, possessing a perfect organization also of subject societies throughout 
the union, with sovereign legislation, sworn secrecy, permanent funds, corporate 
rights in many states, witn safe halls for consultation, and penalties of death for diso- 
bedience of orders, and the whole avowedly actuated by political pmposes, must 
necessarily engross all power, if it choose to dp so. The people under it can be no 
more than tenants at sufferance. To what degree masonry has already succeeded, 
in engrossing governmental patronage, opinions vary ; but it is known to be alarm- 
ingly great. Anti-masonry would be defeated in its efforts to free the land of masonic 
nue and pollution, unless an able and a decided opponent of masonry be placed in 
the presidential chair. 

1 T$ie election ofpresident, necessarily excites attention and inquiry throughout 'the 
United States. Tne nomination of a candidate for the suffrages of the people, to be 
supported on anti-masonic grounds— a candidate who shall receive the united sup- 
port of those who are openly and decidedly opposed to the domination of masonry, 
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will force the investigation of the principles and practices of the institution into every 
district of the United States. Anti-masonry will be more widely extended by one 
presidential election on anti-masonic grounds, than by many years of exertion through 
state elections only. 

The expediency of selecting candidates for the offices of president and vice-presi- 
dent of the United States, to be supported by anti-masons at the next election in 
1832, it is presumed, will be apparent to all advocates of equal rights throughout the 
country. Whether success shall follow at the next, or not till the succeeding election, 
in 183o, cannot affect the propriety or necessity of the measure. 

The next part of the subject submitted to the Committee, is the question of nomi- 
nating presidential candidates at this time by the convention. 

After the most careful consideration, the Committee have arrived at the conclusion, 
that the nomination should not be made at the present time. The reasons will be 
briefly adverted to. 

1. In this convention all the states are not represented. As every Btate is deeply 
interested in the election of president and vice-president, it is in the highest degree 
desirable that all should participate in the nomination of the candidate for whom all 
are to vote. The invitation of the state of New York, to the citizens of the United 
States, to elect delegates to the present convention, was made public in March, 1829, 
and the period since that time, has been too short to disseminate through the whole 
union, a knowledge of the dangerous principles and proceedings of the masonic fra- 
ternity, and for the regular organization of an anti-masonic party in each state and 
territory, in opposition to it. 

Every member of this convention has seen and felt the difficulty of organizing 
the opposition to masonry ; — arising principallyfrom the controlling influence exerted 
upon the press by the masonic brotherhood. The states in the vicinity of New Y ork, 
where the opposition commenced, have been awakened and aroused, and are repre- 
sented at the present conventions But the people of the west and the south, have 
not become fully informed of the alarming and tragic scenes on the Niagara, and 
have not yet ripened their dislike of masonry into a settled and regular political 
opposition. 

There are many of the unrepresented states, in which the Committee believe that 
a large portion of their citizens, are now prepared to express their decided disappro- 
bation of the institution of freemasonry ; but from the want of unshackled presses, 
and a knowledge of each others’ views, they have not yet been able to effect a regu- 
lar political organization. It is believed that the enlightened citizens of those states 
not now represented in this convention, will seize the first opportunity to form a sys- 
tematic political opposition to masonry. 

If the election were close at hand — if the candidates must be nominated at the present 
convention, or not at all, then the necessity of the case might justify, and indeed 
would require, an immediate nomination by this convention. But no such necessity 
exists. The choice of electors does not take place till November, 1832. There is 
sufficient time before the election, to allow the unrepresented states to participate in 
the nomination of candidates, and yet leave a year or more to elapse between the 
nomination and the legal period of election. 

' Under these circumstances, the Committee think it would not be acting with the 
ordinary amity which the several states owe, and always practise towards each 
other, and that it would be unjust towards the states, unrepresented in this conven- 
tion, to nominate presidential candidates, at the present time. 

2. The object of anti-masonry, in nominating and electing candidates for the pre- 
sidency and vice-presidency, is to deprive masonry of the support which it derives 
from thepower and patronage of the executive branch of the United States govern- 
ment. To effect this object, will require that the candidates, besides possessing the 
talents and virtues requisite for such exalted stations, be known as men decidedly 
opposed to secret societies. The delay of a year, will enable the people throughout 
the United States to form an opinion, whether those who may be candidates, are 
firm and decided anti-masons. Nothing less than entire conviction in the public 
mind, on this point, can give efficacy and success to any nomination, at a time when 
the people, with so much reason, are sensitive and jealous of the purity and inde- 
pendence of those whom they may select to administer the government. 
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The Committee, for these reasons, deem it inexpedient to nominate presidential 
candidates, at this convention. 

The next question for consideration is, the manner of making the nomination. 

The Committee are of opinion, that this nomination should be made by another 
national convention. 

The time they propose to fix, at about a year from the present period. The 
ensuing year will be one fruitful of important occurrences. Toe spell of masonry is 
broken, and light is bursting upon the nation. Men, now the least informed on the 
subject of masonry and anti-masonry, will receive great accessions to their know- 
ledge, from the disenthralled state of the public press, and the rapid march over the 
country, of free inquiry. Sufficient time will also be allowed to the states not now 
represented, or not fully represented, to elect delegates to join in the nomination ; 
and, from the information already received, there is reason to believe, that most of 
those states will cordially and promptly unite at the appointed time, in forming a 
component part of the nominating convention. 

Under these views of the subject, the Committee respectfully submit the following 
resolution, for consideration and adoption by the convention, viz. : 

Resolved, That it is recommended to the people of the United States, .opposed to 
secret societies, to meet in convention, on Monday, the 26th day of September, 1831, 
at the city of Baltimore, by delegates, equal in number to their representatives in 
both houses of congress, to make nominations of suitable candidates for the offices of 
president and vice-president, to be supported at the next election ; and for the trans- 
action of such other business as the cause of anti-masonry may require. 




UNITED STATES 


ANTI-MASONIC CONVENTION. 


Mr . Walker, from the, Committee next hereafter mentioned, reported asfottows: 

The Committee appointed on die first day of the session of this Convention, “ to 
consider and report whether an adherence to the oaths and obligations of freemason- 
ry, does or does not, disqualify a man for the impartial discharge of all important 
offices in the gift of the people, according to the true nature of our institutions,*’ have 
attended to that subject, and ask leave respectfully and briefly to report : 

That from an examination of the oaths of masonry, and a comparison of the same 
with those requisite for the administration of justice and the discharge of civil trusts, 
they find that the oaths first mentioned come into direct collision with the latter, and 
that an adherence to masonic obligations must and dots necessarily and absolutely dis- 
qualify any . man for the faithful discharge of public trusts. 

Your Committee are aware that this is a bold assertion, and that it has an im- 

E ortant bearing upon the interests of a large class of the community ; they believe, 
owever, that it is perfectly correct, and may be demonstrated to the satisfaction of 
every candid and ingenuous mind. This, your Committee would feel bound to do ; 
but the labour has been saved to them, by the manner in which the subject has 
already been exhibited in the address to the people of the United States, already 
submitted to this Convention for their adoption. 

In that address the prominent oaths of masonry were stated, their necessary and 
certain operation illustrated, and the whole subject presented in strong and convin- 
cing light, and sustained by arguments the mo|t cogent and irresistible. 

Your Committee, therefore, deem it the work of supererogation, to enter again upon 
the same field. The work has been done, and well done ; and it only remains to 
your Committee, to express their conviction of the vast importance of the position 
here assutaed, and their full belief that it ought to be recognized, as a fundamental 
principle by which to direct all our efforts for the subversion of the potent and dan- 
gerous institutions of freemasonry. 
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Mr. Todd, from the Committee next hereafter mentioned , reported as follows : 

The Committee appointed to consider and report the best system of a national 
correspondence of anti-masons, for the sole purpose of diffusing information exten- 
sively on the subject of freemasonry, and other secret combinations against the equal 
rights of mankind and our free institutions, respectfully report : 

That the great object of this convention is, to eradicate the evils of freemasonry, 
and other secret societies. To effectuate this purpose, information of the nature, 
tendency, and principles of all secret societies, but especially of the masonic institu- 
tion, must be laid before the world. 

After so much has been said, and well said, not only in the reports of the several 
Committees, but in the remarks and information communicated by members on the 
floor, your Committee think it unnecessary to detain the Convention by adverting 
to the evils of the institution, except so far as they necessarily fall under their obser- 
vation, in the performance of the duty assigned to them. 

The first question which presents itself to the mind is, why is a system of national 
correspondence necessary ? To this we answer, that we have to contend with a body 
of men, whose organization is more perfect than that of any other combination 
known to your Committee. It has been the boast of masons, that “ the world in 
arms could not put them down that their means of communicating intelligence, 
were at once certain, rapid, and secret. 

« Although their numbers are comparatively few, yet their union, organization, and 
secrecy make them both powerful and dangerous. This power is not the result of 
the purity of their institution, but of their capacity to act in concert, and to shield 
the\nselves behind popular names. They dare not, they will not, come out fairly be- 
fore the people, and defend the principles of their institution. They know full well 
that those principles caunot be defended. They therefore act under the cover of 
other names, and thus give strength and power to an institution, rotten at the core f 
whose principles, when known, are only known to be condemned. 

Your committee do not intend to call the attention of this Convention to all the 
Proteus shapes that masonry has assumed. She claims to be of divine origin, to be the 
handmaid of religion, to be charitable and benevolent, and to have existed for ages. 
All those pretensions have been met and refuted, by the reports already before the 
Convention. 

Point out the depravity of her principles ; she refers to many great and good men 
whom she has, under specious pretences, seduced into her lodges. Demonstrate that 
those principles are never so corrupt ; she sneers at the information, and gives an 
evasive reply. 

Why is she thus enabled, in this land of light and intelligence, to set public opin- 
ion at defiance ? It is not her numbers : it is her secrecy, her union, her perfect or- 
ganization, and the facility with which she communicates information to all parts of 
die world, that makes her the arbitress in political controversies. 

Have masons a candidate whose interest they wish to promote ? He is at once, 
as if by magic, raised into notice, and universally eulogized, although, perhaps, totally 
undeserving. Honest men mistake this clamour for public opinion, and join in with 
the cry, and go to the polls, under the impression, that they are supporting the best 
man and the best principles, when they are merely carrying iu£o effect the determi- 
nation of the fraternity. 

Do masons wish to shield themselves from the investigations of an inquiring public? 
At once, from Maine to Georgia, the cry is raised, that “ Anti-masonry is a mere 
political manoeuvre of the old federal party, against “ Jackson and democracy.” - 
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« 

Is it necessary to traduce the fair unsullied fame of an individual simultaneously, 
from every quarter ? the voice of slander from a thousand tongues in concert, is 
raised against him. All that has been said against freemasonry, will apply, to a 
certain extent, to all secret societies. They are dangerous to all governments, but 
especially to those that are free. It is matter of astonishment, that a nation so 
jealous of its liberty, as not to permit even the representatives chosen by the people, 
to act with closed doors, except on extraordinary occasions, should yet permit within 
its bosom, a secret society, numbering, at least, 100,000 members, and extending 
through all the ramifications of society, to meet and act in secret, with a power suf- 
ficiently great, to control every measure of the government, and like the pendulum of 
the clock, regulate, by its vibrations, the whole machinery of the republic. 

Against this powerful combination we will employ no weapons, hut those of fair, 
* open, and honourable warfare, and none but such as are guaranteed to us by the 
constitution. Although they have the advantage of concerting their schemes in secret, 
we feel 'Strong in the goodness of oiir cause, and we confidently hope, through the 
blessing of that Being who has hitherto protected our beloved country, finally to suc- 
ceed, by open measures, in destroying this unhallowed fabric of freemasonry, and 
raising on its ruins the temple of liberty, whose foundation shall be based on the 
principle of equal rights. 

To act with effect, wo must, however, act in concert ; for this purpose, and to 
spread information before the American people, your Committee recommend the 
adoption of the following resolutions : 

Resolved , That a Committee of correspondence be appointed, whose duty it shall 
be to correspond with the several state committees, and with individuals in the 
several states and territories, for the purpose of diffusing information on |he subject 
of freemasonry, and other secret combinations against the equal rights of mankind, 
and our free institutions, and that said Committee have power to appoint one of their 
number to act as corresponding secretary. 

Resolved , That it be recommended to the Anti-masons of the several states and 
territories, who have not already done so, to appoint state committees, as soon as 
practicable, and that those states and territories who have such committees, forward, 
without delay, the names of the individuals composing them, to the national Com- 
mittee, that they may be published with the proceedings of this convention. 

Resolved , That it be recommended to the Anti-masons of the several states and 
territories, where it is not already done, to appoint county, township, ward, and 
town committees, and to forward, without delay, lists containing the names of those 
appointed to their respective state committees. 

Resolved , That the members of the several state committees, shall be deemed and 
considered as members of the national committee of correspondence, and whenever 
present at its sittings, entitled to vote and take part in its deliberations. 


I 
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ANTI-MASONIC CONVENTION. 

Mr, Maynard , from the Committee appointed to inquire into fye effect of freemasonry 
on the Christian religion , presented the follomng report : 

Religion is the most precious gift of God to man. It unfolds his earthly relations 
and duties, and discloses the source of all his hopes and consolations. It teaches the 
connexion between imperfect intelligences, and the Almighty Being who created the 
universe by the word of his power, and governs it in infinite wisdom. 

It reveals the momentous truth, that the soul of man is destined to survive the 
wreck of all material things, and to live beyond the grave. That when “ the elements 
shall melt with fervent heat, the earth shall be burned up, and the heavens shall be 
rolled together like a scroll,*’ the soul of man will have entered upon an existence of 
interminable duration. 

It sustains man amidst the vicissitudes and calamities of life ; draws aside the cur- 
tains of eternity; illumines his melancholy path through the vale of death, and in- 
spires him with the hopes of beatitude in the world of future being. 

Involving, as religion does, the dearest interests of earth, and the only hope of hea- 
venly blessedness, it is natural that every thing which may impair its influence, con- 
taminate its doctrines, or impede its progress, should excite the liveliest sensibilities of 
immortal beings. Freemasonry cannot be indifferent in its effects upon that holy 
cause. It is too important in itself, too ramified in its connexions, and too powerful 
in its influence over the minds of its votaries, to be entirely without effect upon this, 
the greatest and holiest subject that demauds the employment of the human faculties. 

It must exert an influence for good or for evil. Its tendencies cannot be regarded 
with indifference. The pertinency of the inquiry becomes manifest, and its impor- 
tance cannot be overrated. 

Religion has had many improper connexions. Wickedness has often sought its 
mantle to veil unholy designs. It is not without example that freemasonry should 
seek its alliance. Every subtle machination against human happiness, or civil lib- 
erty, and every mighty effort for the oppression of mankind, has covered and charac- 
terized its designs with the sanctity of religion. Christianity has been made to aid 
the advancement of the most unholy, purposes, and the gratification of the most pes- 
tilent of human passions. Its benign influences have been perverted to promote 
schemes of stupendous wickedness and of monstrous oppression. It has been used 
to infuse malice into the heart of bigotry, nerve the arm and kindle the fires of perse- 
cution, and prop the throne of tyranny. 

In view of the abominations which the perversion of religion has produced, who 
can forbear to exclaim, Oh, Christianity ! what horrid enormities have been perpe- 
trated in thy name ! 

Man is a religious being. In despite of stoical or impious philosophy, he regards 
the Author of creation with awful reverence. So powerful is the influence of religion 
over the human mind, that it has been made the instrument of its government. This 
has proved effectual, when all things else have failed. No scheme of policy, no plan 
for social improvement, no system of government would be regarded with approba- 
tion, or even indifference, if it were manifestly hostile to religion. 

So deeply impressed was the author of illuminism, who in propensity, if not in 
ability for tremendous mischief, was little less than “ arch-angel fallen,” of the 
influence of religion over the human disposition, that he invented what'he called a 
priests* degree, and made it a part of that system designed avowedly for the over- 
throw of all social, political, and religious establishments. He seemed to enjoy a 
fiend-like pleasure at the success of his subtle effort. He lured Christians into his 
society, and acquired from their professions and characters, a reflected sanctity upon 
designs the most inhuman, perverse, and impious. When a Protestant divine who 
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had been enticed into his fraternity, declared the opinion that that blasphemous de- 
gree expressed the true meaning of Christianity, he exclaimed with rapturous delight, 
“ Oh man, man, to what mayest thou not be persuaded ! Who would ever have 
thought that I was to he the founder of a new religion ?” 

The astonishment we feel at the infatuation and violence which freemasonry seems 
to have infused into dispositions the most amiable, and the dominion which it appa- 
rently exerts over minds, enlightened, vigorous, and powerful, may experience some 
abatement from the rejection, that neany eighteen centuries of the Christian era, 
passed away before there was, in any part of Christendom, a perfect establishment 
of religious liberty. Before, the doctrine was embraced, by any large community, 
that no earthly power possesses a right to control the conscience of man; that for ms 
errors of faith or of worship, he is amenable only to the great Father of his spirit. 
But civil rulers in league with ecclesiastical functionaries, in the pride of power, and 
arrogance of wisdom, prescribed a creed of faith, and condemned to banishment, or 
torture, or dc$*th, the hapless being “ who dared to believe or to doubt, a little more or 
a little less,” than the standard which bigotry and tyranny had erected. Thus was 
formed and fbr centuries continued, that adulterous connexion between church and 
state ; a baleful union, always barren of good and prolific of evil. This alliance filled 
the world with desolation. It broke up communities, pursued the sincere adorers of 
God in their wanderings, and traced them by their prayers and their worship into 
their places of refuge. It drenched the fairest portions of the globe with human 
blood, arrayed Christian against Christian, with the name of the Saviour on his lips, 
and vengeance in his heart, and caused him to exclaim at every triumph over nis 
brethren in the Lord, in the sentiment, if not the language of the impious Mahome- 
tan, “ Attak Aebaz ,” “ God is victorious.” 

It was not until liberty had found an abode in this favoured land, that the human 
mind was emancipated from error, prejudice, and bondage. That the rights of con- 
science were defined, established, and secured ; that religion was redeemed from the 
slavery of power, freed from the contamination, and delivered from the dangers of 
that unholy alliance; that virtue, its constant handmaid, was enlarged from the dun- 
geon, where priests and tyrants had confined her ; and set free, with all her attractive 
loveliness, to cheer, console, adorn, and bless mankind. 

It may not be inappropriate to the occasion, to indulge the reflection that we are 
now pursuing our deliberations in a city, whose foundations were laid by an illustrious 
personage, whose long, and peaceful, and glorious life was devoted to the augmenta- 
tion of human happiness, and whose services were greatly instrumental in the es- 
tablishment of the principles of free inquiry, the rights of conscience, and of religious 
liberty. This delightful city, the fair work of his hands, consecrated to liberty and 
benevolence, and which now constitutes so essential an adornment of our country, 
is unimportant, in comparison with his labours in the cause of humanity, freedom, 
and religion ; which will render him an everlasting benefactor of the human race. 
He was one of those rare beings, who constitutes an epoch, and impresses his character 
upon the times in which he lives. This city may vanish from the face of the earth, 
but his usefulness and his fame will endure for ever ; for wisdom and virtue are im- 
mortal. He yet lives by his works, and exerts an extended influence upon human 
condition. A spark from the altar of liberty erected in the wilds of America, has 
kindled a flame in Europe which now shines with its pristine purity and lustre, in 
that most wonderful and glorious of all revolutions, recently achieved in one of its 
fairest kingdoms. Let us imbibe the benignant spirit of this friend of man. And 
while we pursue the great objects of our inquiry with his meek boldness, and his mild 
but firm determination, may we emulate his singleness of purpose, his purity of mo- 
tive, and his expansive, charity. 

It is in accordance with the history of frail man, that freemasonry should seek 
sanctity, by an alliance with religion. It seems to have done so. If the fraternity 
cannot claim the appellation of a “ peculiar people,” it has a kingly government, 
and a “ royal priesthood.” The order exhibits in its structure, the odious union of 
civil and ecclesiastical power. It displays the alternate exercise of sovereign authority, 
and the performance of ijie duties of the altar. It blends the holiest ceremonies of 
religion with the most revolting of human follies. 

It parades its mystic symbols, in profane performances, as the emblems of great 
and dread realities. Freemasonry has a creed, but it is not the creed of any denomi- 


Digitized by Google 



81] EFFECT OF FREEMASONRY UPON THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION. 3 

nation of the worshippers of God. Unlike all, and yet equally adapted to everyfaith ; 
except, perhaps, only in the degree of knight templar, there is no recognition of 
the Redeemer. Other than that degree, the creed of freemasonry is equally the 
faith of all, and the faith of none of the children of men, who acknowledge a 
Supreme Being/ It is not Christianity, or the handmaid of it, but an impious sub- 
stitute for it. By estranging the mind from the doctrines of the gospel, it inevitably 
prepares its chambers for the lodgement of infidel principles. It harmonizes as well 
with the tenets of the Jew, the ragan, and the Mahometan, as with those of the 
humble follower of Christ. 

The idolatrous Persian, who prostrates himself in blind adoration before the sun, 
and worships it as the source of light, and life, and intelligence ; the wild son of the 
forest, who loads his altar with victims, mingles his unintelligible adorations with 
the precious incense, as it ascends to the Great Spirit, and consoles himself with the 
delusive expectation of the country beyond the hills ; the Pagan, who fliefe to the 
Ganges, and hopes in its sacred waters, rather than in the exhaustless fountain of 
redeeming grace, to wash away the pollutions of his soul ; the Turk, who kneels at 
a mosque, lays his hand on the koran, and says, “ Allah, there is but one God, and 
Mahomet is his apostle ;” the descendant of Abraham, who reposes in undiminished 
faith, upon the future advent of the Messiah, embrace the creed of freemasonry, with 
the same cordiality and confidence, as the believers in Christ, who rest their only 
hopes of redemption and heavenly felicity, upon the merits of the atonement. 

Iloes freemasonry aid the cause of religion, or is religion made to sanctify the 
abominations of freemasonry? There is an attempted connexion, and it cannot be 
without object or effect. Religion, heaven-born, suffers from every earthly contact, and 
every impure alliance. Is it possible, that the indecent ceremonies of freemasonry, 
its abomniable oaths, its horrid penalties, its impious oblations, its blasphemous 
personification of the Deity, can be acceptable in the eyes of infinite purity ? It is 
a formidable objection to freemasonry, that it attempts a connexion with religion, 
and presents, in miniature, to the view of the American people, the abhorred union of 
church and state, revolting to the feelings of every freemam, and condemned by every 
principle of republicanism. 

In estimating its probable effect upon religion, its secrecy begets suspicion. Chris- 
tianity seeks publicity, and rejects concealment. It was the complacent declaration 
of our Saviour, that all his acts, his teachings, his sermons, his communications, his 
miracles, were open and public, and his emphatic asseveration, “ In secret have I 
Baid nothing. 9 ’ This is the nature and spirit of his religion. 

How, then, can that spirit delight in secrecy, and wrap itself in darkness ? Inno- 
cence seeks no cover ; shame and crime cry, “ come night,” and shroud us in the 
“ blanket of the dark.” Is there a Christian clergyman between the poles, who 
would pass the ceremonies, and take upon himself the obligations of freemasonry, 
in open conference in presence of his church ? How, then, dare he do it in pre- 
sence of his God ? Is his awe of Omniscience increased by the all-seeing eye, one 
of the emblems of the order? Or is all sense of accountability banished from the 
mind, by the imposing, terrifying, and overpowering nature of the ceremonies? 
The influence of Christianity is greatly exerted by its distinguished professors. The 
clergy have a commanding power in all matters appertaining to the discharge of 
social and moral duty. Their approbation is favour, their example a guide to the 
world. All who regard the welfare of mankind, experience delight at the fact, and 
appreciate the value of their influence. Our social system requires it. Patriotism, 
while it would exclude them from affairs of state, and debar them from all employ- 
ments, purely secular or political, and devote them to the duties of their holy voca- 
tion, the “ cure of souls,” would not seek to diminish, but strive to increase, their 
moral and religious influence. 

Freemasonry, like every other subtle scheme for worldly aggrandizement, has 
sought to sanctify itself, by embracing in its brotherhood many worthy ministers of 
the gospel. It presents them conspicuously among its titled dignitaries, and makes 
an ostentatious display of its chaplains. It arrays them at its festivals, and boasts of 
it a power in the pulpit. 

■ That “pulpit, 

“ Which, in its legitimate and sober use, 

“ Shall stand recorded while the world shall stand ; 

_ “ The most effectual guard, support, and 

“ Ornament of virtue’s cause.” 
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The fact of such membership has had, and still exerts a powerful influence, in 
sustaining the order. It is natural and proper that it should be so. The just reve- 
rence we feel for the characters and offices of those, “ whose doctrines and whose 
lives co-incident, exhibit lucid proof, that they are honest in the sacred cause," re- 
strains us from the belief that they can be partakers in scenes of indecent folly, or of 
atrocious impiety. We struggle against the evidence, and are prone to reject it, 
from horror at the admission of the consequences. It is confidently believed, that 
the fact, that clergymen and Christians are members of the fraternity, now consti- 
tutes the chief support of the order. If they were to abandon the institution, it would 
soon cease to exist. They now constitute its vitality. Deprived of the savour of 
their influence it would immediately perish. One of the bad effects of freemasonry, 
now to be apprehended, is the diminution of the useful, wholesome, religious influ- 
ence of the clergy. Before the recent disclosures, there was less danger, because the 
inconsi. tency between their Christian professions, and their masonic practices, was 
unknown to the world. But now it is revealed and manifest. With what hope of 
effect or success, could a masonic clergyman address an assembly upon the great sub- 
jects of profanity, impiety, and blasphemy? The thought would immediately rush to 
the minds of his hearers ; “you have entered a lodge in the attire of a malefactor, 
taken God's name in vain in horrible oaths, shocking to all moral sense, drank wine 
out of a human skull, imprecated damnation on your soul, with double vengeance, ' 
in case of the violation of an impious obligation, and witnessed the personification of 
the great “ I am that I am,” in the imposing scene of the burning bush, when Jeho- 
vah commanded the chosen leader of Israel, “ to put off his shoes from his feet, for the 
ground on which he trod was holy.” “ Physician heal thyself,” would be the spon- 
taneous, irrepressible reply of every heart. 

Freemasonry produces a mental slaveiy. That man is a slave whose mind fe not 
free. It is in vain that he may enjoy “ light and life and the use of his own limbs,” 
if his soul is in bondage. He who is bound to secrecy, on certain Subjects, and to one 
class of his fellow men, by unknown ties, which do not exist between him and others, 
is unreasonably a slave. Other men, men of discordant principles and views, have 
power over his faculties, and in proportion to his subjection to the association, he is 
in bondage, and becomes a mere, perhaps, a dishonourable machine; 

Time will not permit a more particular or ample delineation of the solemn cere- 
monies of religion, which freemasonry blends with its ridiculous and profane exer- 
cises. It is the less necessary, because every important report, made to the conven- 
tion, abounds in statements which fully illustrate them, and point directly to the de- 
plorable effects, which familiarity with them must have upon the mind, to estrange 
it from the influences of religion. 

While we “ state in sorrow, not in an anger,” the fact that clergymen and other 
professed Christians are members of the fraternity, and now afford its main support, 
in another view, we regard it with delight, as furnishing the grounds of consolation 
and hope. j 

Few clergymen, it is believed, ever sought admission. They have been lured in by 
beguiling promises of advantage, and flattering through delusive hopes of more ex- 
tended usefulness in their holy vocation. To have become a freemason, with good 
motives, is a misfortune, not a crime. It may, indeed, be questionable, whether the 
petition the candidate is required to present, that he is not influenced by curiosity, 
is always in exact accordance with truth. Whether so or not, can be known only 
to the searcher of hearts. As that declaration is made without other knowledge of 
freemasonry than the brethren are pleased to give, the departure from truth, if any 
there be, can only be ascribed to the influence of the institution. As the candidate 
may be fairly presumed to believe the institution virtuous and useful, his motives in 
becoming a member, are not liable to impeachment. A continued adherence to the 
institution, after its impurities are shown, and its abominations are proved, presents 
a far different aspect. 

Many Christians yet continue their membership. Considerations, the force of which 
it is difficult to appreciate, have hitherto held them to their allegiance. Let us re- 
gard them in all charitableness, with a deep and abiding consciousness, that the same 
omniscient Being who will adjudge them for their adherence to freemasonry, will 
also adjudge us for our treatment of them. ; | 

As the institution craved their admission, and now relies upon their membership 


Digitized by v^ooQle 


83 ] EFFECT OF FREEMASONRY UPON THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION. 5 

for sustentation, it is a natural presumption, that it should make vast efforts to retain 
them. We may not be sensible of the number, variety, or power of the inducements 
that may be presented to their miijds, or addressed to their feelings. We may not 
know how the question may be connected with other questions of duty. As we can- 
not fully appreciate the power of the temptation to remain, we cannot duly estimate the 
strength of mind, the energy of character, or the sense of duty, required to overcome it. 

We cannot resist the belief, that they will now regard the question in the new as- 
pect in which it is presented, and that the convictions of conscience will finally pre- 
vail over all other considerations, and product their voluntary abandonment. Wo 
are strengthened in our confidence, by tne example of the many distinguished indi- 
viduals of the clerical vocation, who have already emancipated themselves from the 
thraldom in which they had been so long bound, and now labour with such com- 
mendable zeal and rare ability, to free the land from an institution so full of abomi- 
nations and dangers. v 

"Many other distinguished ornaments of the church, without any practical know- 
ledge of freemasonry, convinced by the recent disclosures of its irreligious nature and 
tendency, have engaged, with an ardour inspired by the importance of the subject, 
in disseminating the light of truth, and in warning the world, that those who would 
eschew evil, should be aware of the fascinations of this deceptive order. 

Christians of such benign intents, and high and holy purpose, want no promptings 
but their own sense of duty, their anxiety for the salvation of souls, and their reve- 
rence for their God. In the spirit and charity of the gpspel, they invite the attention 
of their brethren in the church, who belong to the fraternity, and address them in the 
language of infinite condescension, “ Come, let us reason together.” Calm and de- 
liberate discussion, conducted in the spirit of brotherly love, will awaken investiga- 
tion, quicken a sense of duty, give force to its impulse, and produce the results which 
truth requires. Let us not censure the hesitation, or chide the tardy action of Chris- 
tians who are yet members of the institution ; but invite their attention, and leave 
them to the influence of time and their own reflections. The example of others will 
not be lost upon them. They will not be unmindful of the memorable act of a be- 
loved brother, the thread of whose spotless and useful life, was recently and prematurely 
cut ; whose gentle spirit, too pure for earth, took a sudden and early flight to heaven. 
Yet not till it had raised its warning voice against the pretensions, character, and 
tendency of this institution. “ Oh my soul ! come not thou into their secret, unto 
tneir assembly, mine honour be not thou united.” “ It is enough for me to know, 
that masonry is anti-Christian and impious , and no man henceforward shall put me 
m the catalogue of clergymen abetting masonry.” (a) A tremendous responsibility 
rests upon masonic clergymen. The continuance or speedy destruction of the order, 
is in their power. Let us indulge the animating hope, that whatever considerations 
may restrain their immediate action, convictions of their Christian duty will ulti- 
mately prevail. Let us not forget that we oppose the masonic institution, not its 
members, only as they adhere to and uphold it Against them we indulge no hos- 
tile feeling. Who are they 1 Men like ourselves, not less virtuous, gifted, or patriotic ; 
“ bone of our bone, and flesh of our flesh,” our kindred, companions, and friends, with 
whom “ we delight to take sweet converse, and walk to the house of God in company.” 

Many of them are masons of only three degrees, and as ignorant of the unrevealed 
iniquity of the institution, until recently, as those who never passed the threshold of 
a lodge. They have not been partakers in word or deed, in its late abominations. 
In the perpetration of those outrages, it was the institution that sinned, by the infatu- 
ation it produces, and not its members as individuals. It is to that, and not to them, „ 
‘ that the shade of Morgan points, with a clay-cold, but unerring hand ; and, like the 
ghost to Richard on Bosworth field, cries in a voice that should harrow up the soul : 

“ thou art my murderer, despair and die.” 

The views we have taken, inspire and justify a confidence, that the Great Head 
of the church, who has always extended to it his signal protection* rescued it from 
innumerable perils, purified it in his own time and manner, is moving the hearts of 
his children to an investigation of the very subject propounded in the resolution. 
Nothing more is necessary. Attention and inquiry will produce benign results. 
Those who put their trust in God need not fear but he.will deliver his church from 
the lurking dangers of this imposture. i 


(a) I. S. Christmas, 
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Mr, Seward , on behalf of Mr, Ellmaker , from the Committee, next hereafter men • 
Honed , reported as follows : 

The Committee appointed to report resolutions expressive of the sentiments of 
this Convention, on toe subject of freemasonry, respectfully report the following 

RESOLUTIONS. 

Resolved , That in the judgment of this Convention, the revelations which have 
been made and published of the secret obligations, rites, and ceremonies of the soci- 
ety of freemasons, are true. 

Resolved , That in the opinion of this Convention, founded upon the most thorough 
investigation, not only of historical facts, but also of masonic tradition, the institution 
of freemasonry originated in the city of London, in the early part of the last century. 

Resolved , That the oaths of freemasonry are neither legally, morally, nor religious- 
ly obligatory. 

Resolved , That in the judgment of this Convention, an actual adherence by free- 
masons to the principles contained in the obligations of the order, is inconsistent with 
the higher and paramount duties which they owe to the state, and is a disqualifica- 
tion for offices of public trust. 

Resolved , That the organization and principles of the society of freemasons, are 
inconsistent with the genius of our republican institutions. 

Resolved , That it is the right and duty of the people, to abate the evils of freema- 
sonry, in the same manner as under our free institutions all other great moral and 
political evils are abated ; by the exercise of the right of suffrage. 

Resolved, That the political character of freemasonry is established in the clearest 
manner, by the direct testimony of numerous freemasons of the highest respectabili- 
ty, who have seceded from the institution, and by their publication of a masonic ap- 
peal, made to the fraternity of Massachusetts by the grand master of the grand lodge 
of. that state, in favour of a candidate for governor of that state who was a freema- 
son, in preference to the opposing candidate, who was not a freemason ; and that 
such political character is in entire accordance with the letter and spirit of several 
of the degrees of the order. 

Resolved , That the whole history of freemasonry, and that of the United States 
for the last thirty-five years, and more especially for the last four years, demonstrate 
that the institution of freemasonry has rendered the press in the United States sub- 
servient to its will ; that it is a plain principle of politics, that no society of men 
ought to exist among us, which can directly or indirectly, abridge the freedom of 
the press ; and that when such abridgment does take place, there is no remedy for 
the evil, but the appeal to the people, in the exercise oi the elective franchise. 
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DEBATES AND DISCUSSIONS 


IN THE 

UNITED STATES 

ANTI-MASONIC CONVENTION, 

HELD AT PHILADELPHIA, SEPTEMBER II, 1830. 


The United States Anti-Masonic Convention assembled in the city of Philadelphia, on 
Saturday, the eleventh day of September, 1830, and organized themselves m the District Court 
Room, at the comer of Sixth and Chestnut-streets. 

On motion of Mr. Whittlesey, of New-York, Joseph Ritner, Esq. of Pennsylvania, was 
called to the chair, and John Clarke, of the city of Philadelphia, appointed Secretary, pro 
tempore. 

The Secretary then proceede4 to call the names of the delegates to the Convention from the 
several states represented in that body, commencing with those from New- York. Upon count- 
ing them over, it appeared that 26 delegates from New- York, 15 from Massachusetts, 8 from 
Connecticut, 5 from Vermont, 2 from Rhode Island, 25 from Pennsylvania, 7 from New- Jersey, 
1 from Delaware, 5 from Ohio, 1 from Maryland, and 1 from the Territory of Michigan — in all 
96, were present. 

On motion of Mr. Whittlesey, 

Resolved, That this convention be organized by the appointment of one President, four Vice- 
Presidents, and two Secretaries. 

Mr. Whittlesey then said, that at an informal meeting this morning of the delegates, or a 
major part of the delegates to the convention, a committee, of which he had been designated as 
chairman, had been appointed, for the purpose of nominating suitable persons to fill the several 
offices in this body. He, therefore, nominated FRANCIS GRANGER, Esq. of New- York, 
as the President of the Convention. The nomination being unanimously confirmed, 

Mr. Granger made a few remarks complimentary to the respectability and importance of 
the convention, and admonitory of the propriety of its proceedings being marked by a cool 
deliberation and dignity, which, while they would secure the general respect of the community, 
would, at the same time, show its firmness of purpose. To us, said he, have been confided the 
dearest interests of the American character, and by our proceedings ought that character to be 
preserved as pure as the virtue of patriotism. Relying for support in me chair, upon the kind 
partiality which had placed him there, he should cheerftdly enter upon its duties, and discharge 
them to the best of his ability. 

Joseph Ritner, of Pennsylvania, Abner Phelps, of Massachusetts, Robert Hanna, of 
Ohio, and Samuel W. Dexter, of the Territory of Michigan, were then nominated and elected 
as Vice-Presidents of the convention ; and John Clarke, of Pennsylvania, and Noble D. 
Strong, of Connecticut, as Secretaries. 

The convention being thus organized, it was opened with a prayer from the Rev. Mr. Thacher, 
one of its members. 

On motion, a committee of one member from each state and territory represented in the con- 
vention was appointed by the President. To give this committee time to make their report, an 
adjournment took place till four o’clock this afternoon. 

At four o’clock, the convention re-assembled in the District Court Room. Samuel P. Lyman, 
ofMassadiusetts, and Nathaniel B. Boileau and Alexander Plummer, of Pennsylvania, ad- 
ditional members, appeared, and took their seats. These accessions made the whole number 
of delegates 99, 
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Mr. Phelps, from the committee appointed to lay before the convention the subjects proper 
for its consideration, reported certain resolutions, which, after a little desultory discussion upon 
one or two of them, and after those were modified, were adopted. — [See the Resolutions at 
length, in the Journal] 

Another resolution, appointing a committee to report the evidences of the truth of the di^ 
closures in Bernard’s “Light on Masonry,” was reported and adopted. But Mr. Ward, of 
New- York, moved its reconsideration, ana offered a substitute, the object of which was to limit 
the inquiries of this committee, to the degrees above those which may be known to any mem- 
ber of the' convention. He did not per&ive the utilitfftf investigating the truth of the dis- 
closures on the degrees known to tne seceding masons in this convention, who had been 
already appointed a committee to report an outline of free-masonry, as far as they were 
initiated into it, and to certify its truth under their own hands. 

Me. Phelps, of Massachusetts, Mr. Irwin and Mr. Todd, of Pennsylvania, rather favored 
the original resolution. It was finally adopted, and the substitute disagreed to. 

Mr. Seward, of New- York, objected to the second resolution, as originally reported by 
the committee : [for the introduction of honorary members.] He considered it to be too brood. 
It might admit a great number of persons, who were not delegates, to seats in the convention, 
and lead to controversies which it ought to be the object of the convention to avoid. He 
thought that the delegates sent here were competent to perform the duties assigned to them; 
that they should be guided by the light of their own minaa rather than to seek that of others, 
and that no benefit could be derived from the admission of other persons than delegates into 
this body. He moved the reconsideration of the resolution, and the motion was carried. 

The resolution being now taken up, Mr. Phelps said, that the resolution was an instruction 
to a committee, simply to consider the expediency of admitting such and such persons into the 
convention. Several gentlemen of high character, who were not delegates, but who might af- 
ford material aid, were present in this city. Among them, there was one from North Caro- 
lina. He was not a delegate, because there were not enough anti-masons in his state to elect 
a delegate. He had no wish, in coming into the convention, to vote, but to obtain information, 
and take it back with him to light up the flame of anti-masonry, in the great state of North 
Carolina. 

Mr. Seward said, that he was satisfied with the explanation of the chairman of the commit- 
tee, and, with a modification, which he would submit, he would agree to the resolution. He 
then modified it as it appears among the resolutions in the Journal, and it was adopted ac- 
cordingly. *T VjrrJ 

'Mr. Whittlesey wi s hed a reconsideration of the resolution, to inquire into the effects of 
masonry in regard to religion. In relation to the evil tendency of free-masonry to the cause 
of religion, the convention ought to have nothing to do. That should be left to judica- 
tories and conventions of a religious character. So far as masonrywas fraughtyrithnewh} to 
morals, to government, and to man in his social condition, as her believed it wtis, fce’Vas 
for investigating it, and no farther. With these views, he foovqrf the rejection of the re- 
solution. 

Two or three gentlemen made remarks in reply to Mr. Whittlesey. They considered the 
subject of free-masonry as important in its effects upon religion, as upon morals or government 
It was improper to draw a distinction between them. The love of country and of God, was 
the same. Tne interests of religion and of the state were the same. 

Finally, the resolution was recommitted. 

Mr. Holley, of New- York, moved that when the convention adjourned, they should adjourn 
to the saloon of the Musical Fund Society. The committee informally appointed by a volun- 
tary meeting of several members of the convention, previous to its organization, of which he 
was chairman, had ascertained that the saloon could be had for the use of the convention, fiy 
200 dollars, and they had engaged it accordingly. He held in bis hands a lease op that 
room for the use op this convention. The hall, with all the requisite accommodations for 
the convention, could be obtained by ten o’clock on Monday morning. It was capable of hold- 
ing 1500 persons. The convention accordingly adjourned to that place and time. 

Monday, Sept, 13. 

Agreeably to adjournment, the convention assembled at the Saloon of the Musical Fund 
Society. Four additional delegates appeared and took their seats. The whole number now 
amounted to 103. 

The committees appointed in conformity to the resolutions adopted on Saturday, were an- 
nounced from the chair. — [See the names m the Journal] 

Mr. Denny, from the committee to whom the subject was referred, reported a set of rules and 
orders for the regulation of the proceedings and debates of the convention. The report was 
adopted without amendment — [See the Journal] 

On motion of Mr. Strong, a committee of three was appointed to receive daily, the doings of 
the convention from the Secretaries, and to see that they were correctly prepared for publi- 
cation. 

Mr. Irwin, of Pennsylvania, submitted the following resolution: 

Resolved, That a committee of five be appointed to inquire and report concerning the effect 
of the ties and obligations of free-masonry upon the commerce and revenue of the United States. 
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Mr. Irwin, in submitting this resolution, said, that if the information which he had received 
on the subject were correct, smuggling and piracy were favoured by the tendency of the masonic 
obligations, and partiality often shown to masters and commanders of vessels, who were members 
of the fraternity. The subjects of commerce and revenue, and of smuggling, had occupied the 
attention of all our statesmen ; and this inquiry might result in facts, which would call for the 
consideration of the national legislature. 

The resolution was agreed to; and it was referred to a committee, of whom Mr. Irwin is 
chairman. 


Mr. Adams, of Massachusetts, presented a communication from Samuel G. Anderton, ad- 
dressed to the convention, the object of which was to confirm, in the most solemn manner, the 
truth of an affidavit which he some time ago gave, on the subject of the alleged horrid oaths and 
obligations of masonry, and of certain enormities committed under their influence. Before the 
letter was read through, Mr. Ruggles moved its reference to a committee, to consider whether 
it was a proper letter to be read. The reference was accordingly made ; and Mr. Ruggles sub- 
sequently reported favourably to the reading, and, at a still later hour, in favour of putting the 
letter on the journals. — [It was so ordered, and the letter will be found in the appendix to the 
Journal.] 

Mr. Curtenius submitted the following resolution, which, after objections to its expediency 
by Mr. Slade, Mr. Walker, and Mr. McCulloch, was laid on the table for the present. 

Resolved , That a committee be appointed to consider and report the most expedient time, 
place, and manner, for making nominations of candidates for the offices of President and 
Vice President of the United States. 

Mr. Middleswarth, of Pennsylvania, suggested the esnvenience and propriety of the dele- 
gation from each state sitting together in the convention. Questions might arise, upon Which it 
would be desirable for the delegates of a state to consult together. 

Mr. M‘Culloch objected to this arrangement, considering it improper, and calculated to 
foster sectional or local views. 

At the instance of Mr. Hopkins, the subject was postponed for the present. 

Mr. Sweet, of New- York, offered the following resolution. 

: Resolved, That a committee be raised to inquire into the pecuniary circumstances and situa- 
tion of the family of Capt. William Morgan, and to report what measures, if any, should be 
adopted for their support. x 

Mr. Stevens, of Pennsylvania, thought that this convention, as such, had nothing to do with \ 
the family of Capt. Morgan. The abduction and murder of that individual, did not constitute \ 
the basis of anti-masonry. That was perhap a providential circumstance in its favour. The 1 
investigation and proceedings of the convention in regard to free-masonry, should be coolly and J 
dispassionately conducted. This resolution would be looked upon as intended to inflame the/ 
feelings and passions, rather than to appeal to the judgment ; to excite the sympathies, rathef^ 
than open the eyes, of the people, on the subject of masonry. 

Mr. Sweet said, he had not offered the resolution for the purpose of exciting the public feel- 
ing, nor of adding to the excitement which already existed. He thought the inquiry, however, 
due to the cause m which they were engaged, and to which Captain Morgan fell a martyr. 

His wife was of feeble constitution and needed support. Many gentlemen in New- York had 
contributed to it ; and he thought that the subject was worthy of the consideration of the con- 
vention. 

Mr. Read, of New-York, could not perceive that the resolution was calculated to lead the 
public mind astray. If the family of Captain Morgan had no more claim to our support than 
others, they had to our sympathies. Some states had given something to the relief of this dis- 
tressed family ; others had not ; and he seemed to be of the opinion, that the object was one 
worthy of the attention of the convention. 

Mr. M‘Culloqh, of New- Jersey, said that the object of the convention was to prevent future 
mischiefs from the influence of free-masonry and not to remedy the past. He considered the 
resolution as Quixotic. 

Mr. Barlow, of Massachusetts, observed, that individual contributions for the support of 
Captain Morgan’s wife and family, had been given to a considerable amount : they could and 
would still be resorted to. It would be travelling out of the way for this convention to take up 
the subject. He hoped that the resolution would not prevail. 

Mr. walker, of Massachusetts, thought it inexpedient to adopt such a resolution. Great 
sympathy has justly been felt for the fate of this lady’s husband, who had fallen a martyr in a 
most glorious cause. His name had been immortalized. But it would be more proper for a 
future convention, still more national, to take up this subject. Great burdens, a great sacrifice 
of time and money, had been and would be incurred by those who came to this convention. 

As an individual, ne hoped that the family would receive support. In Massachusetts, some- 
thing had been done. He had no fear of excitement ; but he noped that the resolution would 
not prevail. •), 

Mr. Cooke, of New-York, had made it his business to become acquainted with the family 
of Captain Morgan. He had witnessed their distress : he had witnessed the withdrawal from 
them of all masonic aid. The question was, whether this convention, as a body, would come 
forward ? He hoped, however, that the question would be waived for the present. 
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The resolution was rejected. 

Mr. Taylor, of New- York, moved the Mowing resolution : 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to make inquiry as to the influence of free-masonry 
on the public press, and whether it be expedient to adopt any measures, in relation thereto. 

Mr. Todd, of Pennsylvania, called for the reasons which induced the gentleman from New- 
York to offer this resolution. 

Mr. Taylor said, he could not be expected to go largely into an explanation of his own 
resolution at this time : but as an honourable gentleman had requested it, he would express a 
few views upon the subject, although he was aware, that in touching the public press he should 
touch a hornet’s nest. 

It was ray fortune, said Mr. T. to reside near the place from which Morgan was taken, 
and to learn the course pursued by the presses in that section of country, as well as the course 
which the public press has taken, upon the general subject of free-masonry. And I am bound 
to say, for it is a fact, that in those parts of the country where I have been particularly ac- 

S uainted, the press has been muzzled by free-masonry : I do not say it was always directly by 
•ee-masonry ; though in some cases I know it has been so. Directly or indirectly, free-masonry 
has controlled the press. 

The conductors of the periodical papers have been kept under an influence arising from the 
power of patronage. The fear of losing patronage has paralyzed the press. There are other 
causes which have operated to a very great extent. The presses not actually conducted by ma- 
aqns, have been muzzled by friends, by the influence of individuals belonging to the institution; 
insomuch, that the facts in relation to Morgan’s fate, have not, to this day, had a general circu- 
lation. I know that to this very day, n|pny people have, through this same influence, been kept 
ignorant of all that has transpired in relation to this institution. I do not now say that it is m 
our power to do any thing upon the subject, and therefore the resolution is couched in such 
language as to leave it for the committee to report what may be expedient. But it is within 
the knowledge and recollection of all or many, that papers nave been muzzled, and their influ- 
ence paralyzed ; and it seems to me proper that this convention should do something ; though 
it is not my wish to encroach upon tne rights of the committee appointed for laying out the 
business of the convention. 

Mr. Hopkins, from New- York, said, that he was not now prepared to law before the con- 
vention, at length, the views which he should entertain upon this subject. But the occasion 
called upon him now to say, that, in his opinion, no more important or legitimate subject of con- 
sideration could come before the convention. Sir, said the speaker, the question of the public 
press in this country, is virtually the question of public liberty. 

Whoever will refer to the history of this nation for the past, may perceive that the conduct 
of the periodical press in relation to masoniy, is a phenomenon ; a case entirely new and (pe- 
culiar. From the beginning of all our recollections until this moment, there has never been 
any other case of an outrage, any way considerable, that has not been resounded in the pub- 
lic papers from one end to the other of this immense empire. Every accidental death, every 
riot, or burglary, and especially every murder, is caught up, and circulated with eager dili- 
gence. Take a recent example. 

A profligate banker from England runs away with the money of those who had trusted him, 
and hides himself in a remote corner of the South. His injured creditors follow and arrest him, 
and bring him to New- York, which is not exactly according to legal form. But in his arrest he 
is treated with all imaginable delicacy; he travels like a gentleman ; arrived at New- York, he is 
lodged in a palace, caressed and followed j is defended by the most eminent counsel ; becomes a 
subject of public interest, and sets up on a great scale for a persecuted man. Every circum- 
stance concerning the base fugitive is resounded through the Union. All America is in a fer- 
ment because a run-away Englishman was unlawfully, though gently, and peaceably, carried 
from Georgia to New- York. 

What was the case of William Morgan ? I need not'repeat particulars. A free man — an 
American born, — without any offence against our laws, — is imprisoned first as a debtor, then 
as a felon, is blindfolded and gagged, bereft of all possible aid from counsel or friends, and 
finally made to disappear from the face of this habitable globe. Many of us who were in dis- 
tant parts of the state ; can recollect hearing some indistinct rumours of a man being taken 
off. I remember hearing that some affidavits had been published in a single western paper.. I 
sought for information in New- York, but could find none ; for some months, I could not learn 
what had taken place. 

Here, then, was a case where a man had by unlawful violence been mysteriously taken from 
friends and family, and the light of day, and who remained unaccounted for. It is impossible 
to imagine a case of more deep and alarming interest. Neither were the facts inaccessible. 
They were published at the west : copies of that publication were known to be in the city of 
New-York ; and yet no paper in that city, or but one only, dared to allude to the transaction, 
and but one or two in other parts of the state. All other papers alike, as if actuated by one 
spirit, or controlled by one power, kept an obstinate, systematic, spell-bound silence. 

The people at large had no possible means to come at the facts. If. they heard some vague 
rumours, could they know that there was ever such a man as William Morgan ? Had he thus 
disappeared ? Oh, no ! it was only the ravings of some factious people at the West. And while a 
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few reports and surmises were circulated, and then denied and ridiculed, and hooted down, tho 
well established facts could in no way be laid before the people* 

Neither would the papers deny the facts. They would neither, in general, say that Morgan 
had, or had not, been taken away. It was a system of silence, dead and mysterious, and mani- 
festly produced by some general and powerful cause. 

In saying this, 1 mean not to reproach all our papers with criminal connivance. Many were 
restrained by a just fear of the order, and felt that they had too much at stake. They might 
have no objections to the publication of authentic facts, or might wish to publish. But the 
secret hand of free-masonry was upon them : they had reason to dread the consequences of 
naming William Morgan, or his abduction or murder. 

If any editor doubted whether a free citizen had been violently taken from among men, and 
hidden where the light of day, and the hand of charity, and the consolations of mends could 
never reach him, why not deny the fact ? Or why not demand information, or challenge 
inquiry? 

But, no ! Unbroken silence was the command of free-masonry, and that command 'was 
obeyed by very nearly all the old presses. And in a country where not only the tale of every 
fugitive foreigner, but of every stolen horse, is sounded through the Union, the papers preserved 
an ominous silence regarding the abduction, and torture, and murder of a man and a citizen ! 

I have alluded to the state of the presses in general ; and to those which are situated in the 
village and vicinity where Morgan lived, which were surrounded by men concerned in the ab- 
duction. Go now to the presses under the patronage of governments. Go to the state paper 
of New-York ; a paper enjoying a legal monopoly to a limited extent, and in part supported 
by the public ; a paper from these causes deriving great confidence among tie people, and 
therefore bound to a certain degree of truth and impartiality in publishing facts. While that 
paper, like others, is filled with notices of every act of violence from Marne to Arkansaw, the 
abduction and murder of Morgan seem alone to be unknown to the Albany Argus. 

Where then do the people of these United States stand ? Let us open our eyes to view our 
real condition ; and it is this : There is a power in this country which can imprison men and 
take life without law. When it does so, the laws are incompetent to punish, and the press too 
much enslaved to announce the fact. Against that power we appeal to the people : our noble 
friends in the west of New-York began that appeal under infinite discouragements. Office, 
and the magistracy were masonic, and were parties to the outrage ; the press would circulate 
no information ; when meetings were announced, the doors were closed against them there, as 
Was attempted here in Philadelphia. 

I had not intended to take up the time of the convention ; the subject came abruptly upon 
me, and I could not forbear mentioning some of the topics which often press upon my mind. 
The government of a secret and self-elected body of men is no more republican, though it may 
preserve the forms, than the government of the Mamelukes of Egypt. It is no more a real 
government of the people than was the Roman Empire when decrees, m the name of the senate 
and people, were issued by an Augustus, a Nero, and a Caligula. Of what use is freedom of 
action when we arp deceived as to the motives of action ? Of what benefit are votes to us, 
when we are kept m necessary ignorance of the facts which should govern them ? 

Do the people 1 of this country at all realize this wonderful fact — that great and flagrant 
crimes have been committed, which cannot be published except by establishing new presses ? 
The facts have never yet been published by the majority of the papers in the state of New- 
York. In more distant places not a word is said of the matter, or only something to mislead 
and betray. There is a power among us which can steal, and imprison, and murder men ; 
which asserts the right to do so ; which defends the perpetrators from a common fund ; which 
brings them off from trial by triumphant acquittals ; and which can then suppress all general 
knowledge of the facts, except where new presses are established. 

Let these presses fall, established as they have been by immense sacrifices ; let the masonic 
presses resume their empire : then name the crime which masonry cannot safely commit ; and 
tell me what the public can learn, except by permission of the lodges ? 

I ask gentlemen to follow up this subject m their minds, and see where masonry may not 
strike, or what is the limit to her power ? With power over the press, she has the control of 
character as well as of life. She may strike any member of this convention by concerted 
calumny. She has boasted of this power in speeches, and she bears it in her obligations. I 
have no doubt but masonry has cried down the characters, and broken the hearts of many 
honest men, who never knew the cause. Thus life, fortune, and character are held by the suf- 
ferance of free-masonry. Go before thfl people, and you have no remedy except by free presses. 
Masonry at this moment controls the sources of information over the far greater part of the 
Union. The people know just what she permits them to know. 

Why need I repeat the truism, that the liberty of the press is the palladium of liberty ? It 
is the sole palladium — most emphatically it is so. 

Why, then, should not all good men join us in this cause ? Is it denied that the press is 
shackled? Can impudence pretend that it is not thus shackled in favour of murder and per- 
jtuy ? Are not these efforts of ours made to set it free ? Does not masomy persist in hiding 
the knowledge of fhcts, which no human audacity can now deny to be true? 

In the ancient republics, in Rome and Athens, and other free states, the democracy a s sembled 
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around the forum, and the advocates of liberty pleaded her cause, before free nations. Bat 
have you any orator here to gather together our millions from Missouri to the main ? Have 
you any such forum ? The press wields the argument and persuasion of this age. It is only 
by this, that the wise and good can bring their counsels home to the people. Take from the 
press its liberty, and you leave with masonry the power to strike ana to overawe whom she 
wilL Leave us in the hands of masonic magistrates, sheriffs, jurors, witnesses, and judges, 
and of a masonic press, and then what is public liberty worth, and how for are we removed 
from despotism ? Who that is not a mason, will not feel that he is a slave, and act ac- 
cordingly? 

I must hope, sir, that the resolution will prevail. 

Mr. Tbrey, from Connecticut, rose, not to go into the consideration of this question gene- 
rally, but simply to state some facts within his own knowledge, as to the state of the press in 
that part of the country in which he resided. Said the speaker, there are eight newspapers 
published in Hartford, where I live ; and yet. it is impossible to procure the insertion of any 
thing regarding free-masonry in any one of them, except in one recently established by the 
anti-masons. I select one foot. 

Mr. Whittlesey, of Middletown, lately renounced free-masonry, and under circumstances 
calculated to malce a deep impression upon the public mind, for he was in the last stage of 
life. I applied personally to the editor of one of our newspapers, to procure the insertion of 
that renunciation, but he refused. 

I addressed myself to one gentleman, whom I thought a very candid, honourable man, the 
editor of another paper, but it was all in vain. I believe he would have been willing, person- 
ally, to have had it inserted, but he dared not do it. He was so much under the influence of 
masons, in consequence of their patronage, that he seemed to consider it unsafe. This is the 
case, universally, in the state of Connecticut. No anti-masonic intelligence can be inserted in 
any paper but one. To be sure, when some fine stories were circulated about the appearance 
of Morgan at Malta, and at Smyrna, the masonic editors inserted that, but nothin* else . 

In the state of Connecticut, which the vanity of its inhabitants sometimes calls the Athens of 
America, there are hundreds and thousands of our citizens who know nothing upon this sub- 
ject. They do not read the anti-masonic paper — for they are told that it is a contemptible 
thing, set up by some worthless person from New York : they are deterred from taking this, 
and ail the other presses are muzzled, completely muzzled. 

I now content myself with making one further remark. If the newspapers of this country, 
— which ought to be free — if the papers of this country had pursued their course and been 
really free ? I venture to say there would liave been very little need of our assembling in con- 
vention this day. No, Sir, the people would, ere now, nave understood the subject completely, 
and decided right; for nothing more is necessary than to inform the people. The great diffi- 
culty is, the want of disseminating information upon this subject. It does appear to me, that 
the resolution which has been offered by the gentleman from New York, is an all-im- 
portant one. 

Mr. Whittlesey, of New York. This is a resolution of deep importance, and one upon 
which time may be spent profitably. What are the facts ? William Morgan, a citizen of the 
state of New York, a free man, is seized at mid-day in Batavia, transported by relays of 
horses a distance of 160 miles, confined in a fortress of the United States, and, a few days 
after, put to death ! This was an outrage which necessarily required many agents j extensive 
must have been the correspondence and concert, which earned into operation this high-handed 
offence. It might have been supposed, that the whole people would have risen up indignant, 
and demanded punishment for the perpetrators of such an outrage. 

It would be supposed, that the press, the public press, trumpet- tongued as it has ever been 
in cases of crime of this description, would have lent its powerful aid in the investigation ; that 
it would have put forth, in animated language, its details, and joined the public m requiring 
at the hands of the perpetrators, vengeance and punishment, for the Wood of their victim. 

In that whole section of country, populous and well informed as it is, and abounding in 
presses, there was, for months, but a single press found that dared to tell the tale : but one 
single press dared to offer a word in relation to the fate of this unhappy man ! When re- 
quests were made for the insertion of information, those who made mem were insultingly 
refused. I know some facts in relation to this transaction, and I will mention one. In the 
village of Rochester, where I reside, an editor, a member of the society of friends, ventured to 
say, that he thought it not quite right, to take a man thus away and put him to death, and if 
they had done it, as represented, there ought to be a legal investigation. When this moderate 
article appeared in this print, a knight templar, a treasurer of Monroe encampment, or bearing 
some high office, rushed into his office, ordered his advertisements out of the paper, and the 
paper discontinued, stating to the publisher, that, if he did not retract, more than half his sub- 
scribers would take the same course. He then went to a royal arch mason, and boasted that 
he had shut the quaker’s head. I grieve, for the honor of the press, that the editor did recant. 

Another foct: — I was myself, at that time, the conductor of a public paper, and ventured to 
say, that the fects ought to be given to the public. I was met, privately, by the minister, 
under whose teaching I had been sitting, and who was also a knight templar in Monroe en- 
campment. He told me, as I valued my reputation, my living and character, not to meddle 
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' with that subject. He said, the masons were powerful, they were my friends; and they had 
in their hands, the means of my ruin. 

Sir, there is not a fact in the whole course of this outrage, not a fact in the whole history of 
the transaction, so alarmin g, a s this forced silence of the press, muzzled, shackled, and influ- 
enced by the fraternity. We felt it to be so, and we hare at a heavy expense established 
presses for the express purpose of giving publicity to facts, for in no other way could they 
reach the public eye. Ana I venture to say, that nineteen out of twenty, of all the anti- 
masonic presses now in operation, have been constrained to give publicity to this matter, 
or have been established expressly for the purpose ; of the old presses in New York and the 1 
eastern states, not ten have even yet opened their columns in any manner. 

Last winter the report of a public officer was made to the legislature of the state ; an official 
document entitled to high credit. Yet that report never saw the light, through the columns 
of our public press in any of the large towns and cities of our state, or in very few if any. 
There was scarcely a press that dare give publicity to that document, sanctioned as it was by 
high official authority, except the presses of an anti-masonic character. The history of the 
trials, where free-masons put at defiance the power of the law; where witnesses refused to 
answer after being sworn, and triumphed in the success of their obstinacy; that history has 
never been published in the public papers, except by those which are anti-masonic. Ought not 
such facts to arouse our citizens ? But means must be found to make the facts known ; and 
when known, the facts alone would demonstrate the importance of this enquiiy. 

Mr. Todd, of Pennsylvania, said that he had not called for the reasons in favour of this 
resolution from any hostility to it. He had thought that perhaps the object was embraced in 
the duties of another committee. He was decidedly in favour of the inquiry, which he con- 
sidered a very important one. The first information that he had received in relation to Morgan 
was, that he was in Canada attending a bar ; then that he wa£ at Smyrna, wearing the turban, 
and afterwards that he was among our Indians, wearing the breech-cloth ; and next that he 
was on shipboard. This was the kind of Information which we received, and all that we could 
get. This circumstance more than any other induced him to take a stand. When he came to 
learn the real truth, it was that which changed his opinion of masonry. He considered that 
the rights and liberties of his fellow-citizens were in danger ; and he was for inquiring into the 
state of the public press, with a view to the adoption of measures for their protection. 

He thought, if the public press was so completely under control, that an individual could be 
taken away, transported one hundred and fifty miles, and then murdered, without a possibility 
of the public arriving at the facts, it was time for the people to be up ; and if there was now a 
resolution which would reach this subject, he would give nis right hand in favour of it. 

Mr. Ruggles could not suppress his feelings on this subject. The king of France had fallen 
a victim to his efforts to muzzle the press. And should the free sons of liberty attempt to do 
what kings had failed to do ? A faction in New- York had tried to muzzle the press. This 
was a mortifying fact. Pennsylvania had sympathized with us on the occasion : and the reso- 
lution ought to be adopted. 

Mr. Phelps rejoiced that the resolution had been thus introduced. He hoped it would be 
agreed to, without waiting for the committee, of which he was chairman, to bring forward the 
subject. 

Mr. Boileav. of Pennsylvania, said that he approved the sentiments expressed by the gen- 
tleman who had addressed the chair, but he disapproved the manner which had been adopted 
in shewing the approbation of the convention. That manner was too light. It was too the- 
atrical ; too much like the practice of the British parliament in applauding their speakers by 
crying out. hear, hear, hear ! If we indulge in this clapping of our hands when we approved, 
we might begin to hiss what we disliked. 

The President reminded the gentleman, that this was not the question before the con- 
vention. 

Mr. Cooks, of New-York, said it had been his fortune to be located within seven miles of the 
tragic ground alluded to ; that there was a newspaper published in the village where he resi- 
ded, edited by a royal arch mason, and another printed in the same county, also edited by a 
royal arch mason. It "would be recollected that the abduction took place in the month of 
September, and although the man was carried within four rods of the place where he slept ; 


the exception of Miller’s from Batavia, there i 
known at Lewiston by the uninitiated, that he had passed through that place, till the Decem- 
ber following. The editor of the paper printed at Lewiston visited the magazine, and did 
then examine the interior wafts of the building, to see if the martyr had left any marks, by 
which it could be known that he had been confined in that building. 

It was not, then, for want of information that these facts were withheld. The editor of pie 
Lockport paper was also a royal arch mason. He went to Niagara to enquire about getting 
a place to deposit Morgan. It was not for .want of information that he aid not publish the 
fects. These are not facts resting upon my own assertion, but they are recorded. 

A 8 my friend on the opposite side of the house has just observed, there has been a total de- 
parture from the usages of this country, as it regards this question. We often, nay daily, see 
a chapter of accidents— that a stage has turned over, that a gentleman’s collar-bone was broken . 


Digitized by 


Google 



92 


DEBATES, 


a lady injured— that a vessel has been capsized and so many drowned. All these things are 
arranged for die public eye, but to what paper will you refer to find the facts in relation to 
William Morgan-r-or to ascertain whether there was ever such a man ; or, that such a man 
was ever abducted. It is only to those papers which have grown up since that catastrophe— 
it is to them we are indebted. 

When the legal investigations were commenced, it was supposed that a channel was opened 
through which tne facts might be made known ; but this channel, too, was altogether obstructed, 
and die affidavits could not reach the public eye. We have found, and still nnd, that nothing 
more is necessary to raise feelings of indignation, than simply to inform the public mind, by 
communicating the facts. When this is done, every man is in tne same way of thinking — except 
those who may have submitted to the degrading ceremonies of free-masonry. Wherever you 
extend a knowledge of the facts, it is sufficient to produce conviction. 

Me. Sewabd, of New- York, made several remarks, the minutes of which, it is perceived 
with regret, have not been preserved. He said that the abduction and murder of Morgan were 
not the acts of a few misguided men. It had been pardcipated in, or approved by. at least 
one hundred masons. Morgan had fallen a martyr to the liberty of the press. In relation to 
the obligation of masonry, he said that one question was, whether one hundred thousand citi- 
zens of the United States had taken an oath which would prevent them from being impartial 
jurors. When was there such a question to call forth the energies of a free press ? Where 
was there an editor who would dare to tell this truth? Be it true or false, it ought to be 
made known. 

Me. Stevens, of Pennsylvania, was not disposed to occupy much of the time of the con- 
vention, but he would take occasion now, to allude to the influence of masonic obligations, 
and masonic influence upon the press. It is known to some of the citizens of these United 
States, — a portion, and a large portion of our freemen have heard it rumoured, — that there does 
exist in their midst, an institution whose secrets are operating upon the welfare of the com- 
munity, in plotting those things which are not consistent with the liberty of these States; 
Those freemen have delegated a portion of their citizens under the protection of the law, to 
meet in solemn council, for the high purpose of investigating, whether, in this free land, there 
do really exist secret treasons * — whether, as they have been induced to believe, there do exist 
secret combinations of men, whose constitution, comprised in their Oaths, is inconsistent with 
permanent and rational liberty. It was known that these men thus delegated were to meet 
m the city of Philadelphia to make this important investigation. It is important to those who 
are accused ; it is important to the many millions of freemen, who are told that such institu- 
tions do exist, that a fair, and full, and open inquiry be had in the face of day — that the 
inquiry should come to the ear of a fair and impartial judge — to the people, that they may 
investigate the truth for themselves. And if there be falsehood, if no such institutions exist, 
if those who have made the allegation before the tribunal of the public, have attempted to im- 
pose falsehood for truth, and perjury for honest testimony, it is necessary that it should be 
Known in order that the accused may be exculpated, and that infamy may cover those, who. 
have thus improperly agitated the public mind. If true, it is right that this great community 
should know it, and guard against the evil. 

Look at the operation of the press — and I ask you, every man who hears me, what propor- 
tion of the people of these United States, know that such a convention has this day assembled? 
There is scarcely a man in the south who knows it, for the papers have never mentioned it. I 
will venture to affirm, that not one fourth part of the citizens of this intelligent city, — in which 
this convention was to assemble, — not one fourth of the citizens of this place, even to the 
present moment, know that you were to meet here, or that you are now in session. 

Look at the public papers in the city of Philadelphia — and many are printed and circu- 
lated ; for it is a city of intelligence, and their papers are conducted with ability, spirit and 
power ; and if there were not an influence operating, higher than human curiosity^ and higher 
than is known to the laws of our land, would they not have given a knowledge of the facts, 
of such a convention being about to assemble, especially when such charges are alleged 
against respectable men, high in power. And why is*it so ? Look at the daily papers of this 
city, and where will you find one that hac announced the simple fact — I make one honourable 
exception ; for I do know that the fact was announced by one paper in this city, not claiming 
to be anti-masonic. 

But, sir, I ask, when, in a populous city, embracing hundreds of thousands of souls — when 
did such a convention ever meet, to deliberate for a nation’s safety, that the public journals, 
seeking the promotion of their own interests, did not give their proceedings from day to day, 
and inform tne public, whether they are proceeding right or wrong j and if wrong direct the 
attention of the community to them, ana fix the gaze of the public upon them. With one 
honourable exception — except in the case of a paper established upon anti-masonic grounds, 
there is not one, of the whole of this worthy corps, that appears to know that you exist ; not 
tme that has the desire or curiosity to see you, or a wish, that those whom he is to enlighten, 
should know whether this body are entitled to respect and credit, for die important disclosures 
which they are about to make. But we profess to have in hand matter, whether true or false, 
which the public are entitled to know. And yet the papers which surround you are as silent 
as the grave. 

These are foots, to show, that at least this discussion is not improper ; that at least a dis- 
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eusftion of this kind is almost the only means of communicating the fects regarding an institu- 
tion which we deem dangerous. I know that the public presses on the other side, now and 
then, instead of giving the fhcts, brand the efforts of anti-masonry with infamy. And I am 
sorry to say, that this practice is not confined to members of the fraternity who govern the 
press. I recollect, and lately witnessed it, in an address delivered before a masonic assemblage 
m the Western part of this state, and now published in the masonic papers, where a learned 
judge descended from his high station, to make a charge upon those who had favoured the 
anti-masonic cause, in words like these, “ They pretend that the secrets of free-masonry axe 
before the community, but for themselves they are entitled to no credit, for it is the fashion 
of the day in the party to which they belong, to be associated with infamy, and they deserve 
not to be publicly credited.” This reminds me of another learned judge, from the same city, 
who Upon a late occasion declined to stand as a candidate for Congress. He used language 
not less disrespectful. If any thing is calculated to cast discredit upon the fraternity, not a 
word of it is found in their papers. I know the cause ; the reasons have been given why they 
hiuzzle the press. They are, that charges are made against the whole fraternity, for holding 
principles, which sanction the execution of William Morgan. But let the people say whether 
in fact they do not sanction such principles. Till the masonic fraternity do disapprove of the 
act, and pronounce it unmasonic conduct ; till they inflict masonic punishment on the malefac- 
tors, it is right that the imputation should be repeated before the people. And I hope that all 
the people will hear, and, more and more hear, that melancholy tragedy recited, till it awake 
them to examination. I am unwilling to injure the feelings of masons in any part of the 
country, but while they sanction that act, I would place before them the ghost of that mur- 
dered martyr, in his bloody garments, though it should sear their eye-balls. 

The resolution was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Whittlesey, 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to report to this convention what judicial evidence 
exists as to the disclosures relative to the masonic obligations. 

An official list of the members, of their address, and boarding-houses, was ordered. 

The convention then adjourned till nine o’clock to-morrow morning. 

Tuesday, Sept . 14. 

At nine o’clock this morning, the convention re-assembled at the saloon of the Musical Fund 
Society. Prayer by the Rev. Mr. Goffe, of Massachusetts. 

Mr. Clark, of Vermont, from the committee to whom the resolution on the subject was 
referred, reported that it was not expedient to admit other persons than members to take 
seats in the convention for the purpose of participating in debate or voting ; but that it was 
expedient to admit them to seats as honorary members. At the suggestion of Mr. Stevens, 
of Pennsylvania, and other gentlemen, the report was amended so as to permit all honorary 
members to participate in debate, and honorary members from states not here represented, to 
vote as well as debate. 


With these amendments, Mr. Dexter, of Michigan, opposed the resolution, and urged the 
adoption of the original report. Mr. Terry, of Connecticut, expressed his sentiments in fa- 
vour of allowing all honorary members to participate in debate, but not to vote. Mr. Walker, 
of Massachusetts, insisted upon the propriety of admitting the honorary members from states 
not represented, to the privilege of voting. Mr. Rugoles, of Massachusetts, considered it 
improper for the convention to take upon itself the power of appointing delegates for the 
fetates not represented in it, and thought it wrong to admit honorary members at all. Mr. 
Slade, of Vermont, was opposed to the admission of honorary members from the states 
represented in the convention. Mr. Whittlesey, of New-York, said that this body had no 
right to add to or diminish the number of its members. 

The resolution was then again amended so as to admit all honorary members merely to the 
privilege of participating in debate. 

Mr. Stevens said, that he should vote for the resolution as amended. This convention had 
come here without any specific powers ; and it was not without a precedent in the admission 
of honorary members. The first anti-masonic convention in Pennsylvania had admitted an 
eloquent and learned gentleman from New-York [Mr. Whittlesey] to a seat, and had invited 
him to participate in its debates and deliberations. This he had done to the great advantage 
of the cause. Here was an illustrious precedent. In the course of his observations, Mr. Ste- 
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Mr. Pliny Merrick, of Massachusetts, and Mr. Charles Starr, of New-York, appeared 
and took their seats, making the whole number of the convention 105. 


their more prominent fellow masons concerned in that abduction and murder, submitted a d« 
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tailed report on each branch of the inquiry, which occupied about an hour in reading. [See it 
among the published reports.] 

When the reading or the report was concluded, Mb. Seward, of New- York, rose, and said, 
that it wa a an exceedingly interesting document; and as it would be some time before it 
would be printed for die use of the members, and, as observed yesterday, the newspaper press 
was muzzled, he would move that it be laid on the table for a day or two. It might be read 
by any member ; and, if any proposition should grow out of it, it might be discussed. Ho 
expressed his high sense of the ability and patience which the committee had exhibited in the 
preparation of the report 


Mr. Cooke, of New- York, addressed the chair in support of the report [The importance 
and variety of the matter introduced by Mr. Cooke, make the Committee unwilling to publish 
his remarks from the imperfect notes they possess. In order to give time to receive his correc- 
tions, from a distance or 500 miles, his speech must necessarily be postponed, and will appear 
at the end of the debates.] 

Mr. Merrick, from Massachusetts, was in favour of the acceptance of the report I consider 
it, said he, an able and satisfactory exposition of the whole transaction, commencing with 
the conspiracy, going through with the abduction, and concluding with die efforts made to 
punish the actors in that conspiracy. The facts which are stated there I believe to be true — 
the evidence that the public have Seen put in possession of, is sufficient to satisfy any reason- 
able mind that they are so. The statements which have been made just now, by the gentleman 
from New- York, (Mr. Cooke,) are entitled, in my judgment, to equal confidence. The facts 
have been submitted to the alembic of the committee, and the subject has had ample justice 
done it. , 

It is right and proper, that acts like those which terminated the life of a fellow-citizen should 
be well understood bv the whole community ; that the transaction should be minutely detailed. 
It has been done. This report should be spread before the community. It should be read and 
examined. 

I deem, sir, that when we have embodied these facts — that when this convention are satis- 
fied that the facts in that report are true, they have done all that is necessary upon that point. 
Sir, the convention may then be better occupied than in going again into further details upon 
this subject. Let us recollect that, unpardonable and intolerable as the abduction and death of 
Morgan are, still they are not anti-masonry. That event lies not at the foundation of this 
question. It was an event, in the course of Providence, which brought men to think and act. 
In the progress of things, it has enabled many individuals to cast from them the shackles of a 
monstrous imposition. They have cast them off ; and in resolving to do so, there are princi- 

S les of high moment involved, upon which this whole people are also to act Let us then go 
eyond that, transaction in the western part of the state of New- York, and act upon principles 
which are to give cohesion to the anti-masonic party — not cohesion merely, but triumph. 

We are not assembled to try the malefactors of the state of New-York ; that matter belongs 
to her tribunals ; and if, from the obstructions thrown in their way, they have been unable to 
accomplish it, our efforts, however high or earnest, cannot produce the effect. Enough has 
been already done in the way of discussion and reports here, regarding the foul acts of the con- 
spirators of New-York, which terminated in the death of that martyr. A long, as well as sad 
requiem has been chanted to his memory. Let it pass from this convention to the people, to bo 
kept up by them as they see fit. 

Sir, I have said all that I wished to say : I wished merely to throw out an admonition, not to 
regard the conspiracy in New-York as the oasis of anti-masonry, or as developing its principles. 
They are to be found by an investigation of the very character of the institution itself And 
though I question not, that in the west, along the borders of its lakes, there have been deeds dons 
which should not be named except in the pit of darkness, yet it is for us, to travel far beyond 
them — to enter at once upon the principles of our future action. We should regard the past, sir, 
but as the origin of the efforts which we are now to make. 

Mr. Maynard, of New-York, moved to lay the report upon the table. He, too, complimented 
the ability with which it was drawn up. The facts stated in it were, he was satisfied, all true ; 
but it was desirable to ascertain whether they were all such as ought at present to be laid before 
the public. To give a little time for reflection, he was desirous that the report should bo 
laid upon the table : which was accordingly ordered. 

Mr. Ward, of New-York, from the committee appointed to ascertain when, where, and 
for what purpose free-masonry was first instituted ; where it has flourished most, and what 
is the probable number of the fraternity in each country where it exists, made a report. 
[This will be found among the reports in this volume.] This report was laid upon the 
table. 

The convention adjourned to meet again at 4 o’clock,* at which time they reassembled. 


Us 


relative to the nomination of candidates for President and Vice-President of the united ! 

Mr. Whittlesey, of New-York, renewed the resolution of Mr. Curtenius. 

Mr. Pbelfs, of Massachusetts, said he was in favour of the resolution. A strong feeling 
seemed to exist on this subject He hoped that a committee would be appointed to consider 
this subject, and give the reasons for or against a nomination. 

Mr. Jones, of Pennsylvania, said he hoped that no such resolution would pass. He be- 
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lieved that at this time no such committee should be appointed. The time had not yet come. 
Our southern and western brethren were not yet with us. We were not yet the represents 
tires of the majority of the States. The people had not instructed us, and did not expect us 
to act on this subject. When the people wanted a nomination, they would elect delegates for 
this express purpose. 

Me. Seward, of New- York, said he was one of those who would be pleased to have anti- 
masonic candidates for the Presidency. He should also be pleased to have such candidates 
succeed ; but he likewise thought that prudence, was necessary. He believed that it was not 
expedient now to make the nomination. The termination of the state elections might alter ma- 
terially the aspect of affairs. 

Me. Curtenius, of New- York, said he was in possession of one fact which was sufficient 
to convince every mind, that anti-masons should have candidates of their own at a proper 
time. He held m his hand a paper containing evidence relative to the election of a late can- 
didate. JThis evidence is from a mason living in the state of New-Hampsdyre, and it is this : 
— “ That masons had come to a determination that no man but one who had taken the higher 
degrees of masonry should ever again be President of these United States.” 

Mr. Irwin, of Pennsylvania, offered an amendment, that there be an immediate nomina- 
tion. This amendment was lost without debate. 

Mr. Stevens, of Pennsylvania. Sir, I think it my duty to give my reasons why I think 
the resolution ought to prevail. I know that upon this subject a very deep interest is felt by 
most people of the state of Pennsylvania ; and I think it all-important, that an inquiry of this 
kind should be entered into. 

In my humble opinion, if we now separate, without taking some means to express our views 
upon this subject, we have not only met in vain, but worse than in vain. It will give a blow 
to the spirit of anti-masonry,' and a stamp to the whole cause, which you will not easily repair. 

It is known to many, and I aver, that, though I believe masonry to be injurious to the cause 
of religion, it is also made to operate with more peculiar force upon our political institutions i 
and we have therefore a right to submit the subject to the people, for their direction. I 
know of but one way that they can fairly express their sentiments, and that is, by the elective 
franchise. 


If we take this course, I know it will be said that this is a political convention. This will 
be the clamour of our opponents ; but I regard their clamour as I would regard the idle winds. 
We are to be governed by what we believe to be the will of our constituents. We should 
take counsel of our friends, and not of those who are arrayed in hostility against us. 

Now, although this convention is not strictly for political purposes alone, yet, in my humble 
estimation, there is no way by which you can make the masonic fraternity feel and tremble, 
except through the medium of the elections. If we come here for the purpose of discussing 
and developing freemasonry, without taking some effective measures to enforce upon that in- 
stitution the results of our examinations, we shall place ourselves in a situation to merit the 
contempt of the public. 

Now, this resolution is simply to inauire, whether it is expedient to proceed to the nomina- 
tion, &c. ; and it was hardly expectea that this would be met at the very threshhold in this 
way. And I ask, how are you to disseminate anti-masonry, except through some such com- 
mon medium ? I admit you may extend it slowly — some remote brethren may pick up a stray 
newspaper occasionally, in which there may be some vague hints upon the subject ; but few, 
very few, of all our citizens would know, for years, that such a question has been here agita- 
ted; for the press is muzzled ; it is closed. But nominate a candidate for President, ana call 
him the anti-masonic candidate, and it is a question which will interest every man, from north 
to south. 

Even those high dignitaries, kings, and princes, and royal companions, in this country, will 
then find it incumbent on them to meet the opposition ; to sustain their institution, or fall 
before the march of their opposers. 

Our citizens at the west, knowing that there are two great presidential candidates before the 
people, will enlist themselves under the banners of one or the other of the two candidates. 
But if you reject the resolution now before you, you shut out all inquiry as to the propriety of 
a nomination at all; and the people of the United States will say, “ the Anti-Masonic Con- 
vention have virtually decided, that they have not the right to interfere with that nomination 
and what would be the effect of such a. course ? 

On the other hand, if the nomination be made, all the people who are not now anti-masons, 
would no longer have any inducement to suspend their decision ; for they will espouse the 
cause of one or the other ; their feelings will become warmed and interested on one or the 
other side. But if at some future time you attempt to introduce anti-masonry, the opposite 
party will say, that the feelings of the people sure pre-engaged, and the progress of anti-ma- 
sbnry will stop till the next contest has gone by. In my estimation it is important that a 
committee should report upon the subject. 

If we hojd to the idea, that no nomination is to be made, and that we are carrying on anti- 
masonry for the furtherance of a mere state contest, and that there is no higher object here 
or in any other part of the government, we have not only done nothing, but far worse than 
nothing — for we shall have shown, that we do not intend to eradicate the evil, but to punish 
the sins of it in certain states, and upon certain individuals. 
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All who embark in this cause, should consider that free-masonry contains principles which 
unfit any man to fulfil the high trusts of the government. On that principle we should act 
throughout. I am in fhvour of the resolution. 

Mr. Holley, of New- York, agreed that at a proper time it would be necessary to have 
candidates. 

Mr. Dexter, of Michigan, said that it was not necessary at this time to discuss the pro- 
priety of a nomination* but merely for that of appointing of a committee to inquire into the 
expediency. 

On motion of Mr. Hopkins, of New-York, the resolution was so amended that the com- 
mittee should consist of one member from each state and territory here represented. 

The resolution, in that shape, was then adopted. 

Mr. Hopkins, of New-York, to whom the subject was referred, made a report on the true 
nature of masonic oaths and obligations. 

The report was laid on the table, and the convention adjourned to meet at 9 o’clock to- 
morrow morning. 

Wednesday, Sept. 15, 1830. ' 

The convention met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Thacher, from the committee on the subject, made a report upon the nature and spirit 
of anti-masonry, the means resorted to by free-masons to suppress inquiry, &c., which, on 
motion, was ordered to lie upon the table. 

Mr. Oliver, from the committee on that subject, made a report upon the pretensions of 
free-masonry, and how far they are supported by facts. 

Mr. Sweet, of New-York, moved, that the report be adopted; in support of which he ad- 
dressed the convention. 

Mr. President, — The report under consideration clearly shows, that the pretensions of free- 
masonry to antiquity are false ; nevertheless, I shall take the liberty to make a few additional 
remarks upon the subject to which it relates. 

I did not rise with a view of occupying the attention of this convention any considerable por- 
tion of time, and rather than go beyond the limits within which prudence and brevity should 
confine the members of this body, I will only notice one of the many writers, who show how 
the order can * ensconce 9 its head in the region beyond the clouds. 

Salem Towne says, in substance, “ that in every country where human beings have had their 
residence, free-masonry has existed, and preserved the appropriate name ofGod, Jehovah/while the 
uninitiated were sunk in heathenism : that the wise men of the East were guided to the plaoe 
where lay an infant Saviour , at Bethlehem, by means of masonic light ; and that no period short 
of a vast eternity can fully display its moral beauties and unsearchable riches.” Sir, this is the 
manner in which a most approved author expresses to the public his sentiments in relation to 
the origin and utility of the institution. 

This theology, which is limited, like the ancient pagan religions, to a few of the noble and 
learned who may be initiated into its mysteries, and which carries none of its consolations to a 
majority of rational creatures, is recommended by a host of those upon whom the highest ho- 
nours within the gift of the fraternity have been conferred. Among the most prominent of 
this royal number, is the name of the late Honourable and Most Excellent Companion De Witt 
Clinton, General Grand High Priest of the General Grand Chapter of the United States of 
America, and Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of the state of New-York, &c. &c. 

This privileged aristocracy, which, while it confers titles as numerous and high-sounding as 
those of the Celestial Emperor of China, or the Grand Lama of Tibet, upon the “ elect perfect 
and sublime princes of the royal secret,” nails free citizens to bow to the assumed supremacy of 
its authority, is irreconcileable with the doctrine of equal rights, which we regard as the palla- 
dium of our freedom. 

Sir, what are the scenes which occur in every chapter of royal arch masons ? In addition to 
the incongruities of the ceremonies, to which other gentlemen during our sittings have referred, 
there is another which serves to illustrate the position assumed by the committee upon whose 
report we are about to act. 

When a box, which masonically is the ark of the covenant, is introduced, the high priest 
takes out of it a book, which, after seriously consulting with the king and scribe, he pronounces 
to be the book of the law ; and he then informs the companions that they here see that the 
world is indebted to free-masonry, and not to the church, as some of the stupid and profane have 
imagined, for the preservation of that sacred volume. 

The high priest , in the plenitude of his wisdom, also affords the companions the further 
masonic information, that the ark which contains the bible, and other valuable articles and 
jewels, was “ deposited 3000 years ago by our three ancient grand masters for the good of 
masonry.” Sir, is it possible tnat in this enlightened 19th century, intelligent men can be sincere 
in the tfelief, either that this is not an imposture, or that free-masonry conducts her votaries to 
life eternal in the heavens ? 

What but the impression that masonry is paramount to the religion of our country, could 
have influenced the Most Worshipful Deputy Grand Master and Grand Master, pro tem., 
of a western state, solemnly to declare, “ That he would not give masonry for a seat with Ga- 
briel at the right hand of God's Throne ! ! /” 

It appears to me, sir, that that insatiate curiosity which lost our first parents their primeval 
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innocence and the ioys of paradise, and through disobedience to the Divine command involved 
their posterity in the curse of moral death, was ofHhe same spirit with that which has in our own 
time sent thousands in search after that * supreme and divine knowledge,’ which the profane votaries 
of free-masonry impiously assert was communicated by the Almighty Creator to Adam as the 
last best gift of heaven. They assert that its pure ana sublime principles, uncontrolled by pre- 
judice or time, have been sacredly preserved, inviolably concealed, and mysteriously handed 
down for ages, through faithful and appointed agents, to king Solomon, Hiram, king of Tyre, 
and Hiram Abi$ when masonry shone forth in all its glory, at the building of the holy temple, 
under these three sublime and most illustrious grand masters, from whose reign down to the 
present time the order falsely pretend to trace its gradual diffusion among the nations of the 
earth. Horrible profanation / gross imposture ! ana most contemptible delusion ! 

Sir, we mock at the astonishing traditions and false assumptions of free-masonry to divine origin 
and perfectibility, upon the same principles that the prophet Elijah mocked at the absurd notions 
and idolatrous ntes of Baal’s false prophets. That the mysteries of speculative free-masonry ex- 
isted in embryo some time before it assumed its present shape and constitution is not denied ; but 
the evidence exhibited in the report submitted % my colleague from New-York (Mr. Ward) 
settles the question, that the institution which professes to have its origin in and from God, 
sprung up in London, on the 24th June, in the year 1717. The President of Andover Semi- 
nary, m reply to the Suffolk committee, says, “ that there are no traces of the history of free- 
masonry in ancient times to be found in any of the Asiatic or European languages. Had it 
been in existence, as its votaries pretend, at Jerusalem, it would gradually have made its way 
through Egypt, Greece, Rome, Spain ? Germany, and Britain ; but that such was not the fact 
we have, in tne absence of other positive proof than that which is derived from masonic asser- 
tions, the strongest negative testimony.” 

None of the ancient historians, whose works have come down to modem times, make the 
slightest allusion to free-masonry. Josephus, the learned historian of the Jews ? is wholly silent 
respecting any such order. So are Tacitus and Herodotus. The Sacred Scriptures make no 
mention of it j and we pronounce its pretensions to antiquity and religion to oe illusory and 
preposterous. 

Notwithstanding this society has existed only 120 years, the Book of Constitutions, of which 
James Anderson, D. D. is the author, published under the sanction of the mother of lodges and its 
grand officers, represents free-masonry as the work of the Almighty Architect, and that, under 
the Grand Master of the universe, Enoch erected two pillars, and that Most Worshipful Brother 
Noah, to preserve true and complete masonry through the flood, held a grand lodge in the ark. 

Were it not, sir, for our knowledge of the unholy oaths and horrid penalties with which free- 
masons are bound together, and against the world, all these fables and traditions might pass, 
exciting only a smile of derision or a feeling of contempt, without seriously alarming the patriot 
to a sense of danger to the republic. The oaths are tne very heart of the order, but the report 
of the committee, (of which Mr. Hopkins, of New-York, was chairman,) on the invalidity of 
masonic oaths, renders it unnecessary to prolong my remarks. 

In conclusion, I venture to say, that whenever a majority of the American people shall be 
convinced, as we are, that these oaths are not legally or morally binding, the whole system, 
which we have met here to abolish, will fell backwards into the tomb of the Capulets, hopeless 
of a future resurrection. 

Mr. Boileau, of Pennsylvania : I did not expect to say a word to-day. I confess I rise 
under peculiar embarrassment, not only for want of previous preparation, but also because I 
address an enlightened audience, most of whom, I presume, are much better acquainted with 
the subject under discussion, than I am myself ; and I cannot flatter myself, that I shall be 
able to suggest many new ideas on the subject. But I feel it a duty to myself, and to those 
who sent me here, to avail myself of some opportunity publicly to express my sentiments. 

It has been often said that man is a religious animal. We find throughout the world, that 
there is scarcely any people, however savage, who have not some form of religion. It may be 
said, perhaps. With equal truth, That man is a superstitious animal. And although superstition 
is most prevalent among the rude, ignorant, and illiterate, yet the most learned and enlighten- 
ed, are not entirely exempt from it. The Greeks, and the Romans, in the most enlightened 
periods of their history, are strongly marked with gross superstition. Even the poute, the 
polished, the learned citizens of Athens, were charged with it by the apostle Paul. He said, 
when he stood in the midst of Mars’ Hill, “ Ye men of Athens, I perceive that in all things ye 
are too superstitious. I found an altar with this inscription, ‘To the Unknown God.*” 
When the light of the gospel spread throughout the heathen world, their altars and their gods 
were prostrated in the dust. But superstition, in a great degree, survived the ruins, and still 
pervades, in a greater or less degree, ail the nations of the world. America itself is not an ex- 
ception to this remark. Indeed we are all more or less prone to pay respect and veneration to 
what is covered with the veil of darkness and mystery. The masons themselves appear to 
have availed themselves of this feature of the human mind. They conceal their ritek their 
ceremonies, and proceedings, under the veil of secrecy, mystery, and midnight darkness. 
They watch their te mples with the strictest care. Their aoors are guarded by their tylers with 
their drawn swords. /When the foot of a stranger approaches, he is arrested in his progress, 
and his ears saluted with, “Procul — procul — este projanu ” Keep at a distance from tins sa- 
cred place, the ground is holy, pollute it not with unhallowed feet* We are struck with awe, 
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and feel a superstitious reverence for the place. But the day of delusion 1 trust is past The 
veil is rent asunder ; the doors of the sanctum sanctorum are thrown open. And what do we 
behold ? A whited sepulchre, indeed ! filled with pollution , rottenness , and dead men’s bones. 
Sir, I had the curiosity fast evening to see a seceding bright mason exhibit the ceremonies of 
creating knights templar and orMalta. My risible faculties were at first excited by the 
ridiculous ceremonies ; but when I saw the altar, the Bible open upon it, the coffin, the skull 
and thigh bones upon it, the blindfolded candidate kneeling before it, taking the most awful 
oath, and drinking wine out of the human skull, 1 shuddered at the view. 

Sir, 1 say the veil of the temple is now rent ; and the doors of what they profanely call the 
holy of holies, are thrown open wide. Morgan, like him of old, has seized the Jachin and the 
Boaz, the pillars of the mystic temple, ana it is fallen into ruina His body, indeed, like that 
of Sampson, has been crushed in the fall, and buried in its ruins, but his soul has escaped un- 
hurt — it has ascended. His memory will deserve a niche in the temple of Fame, not less 
conspicuous than that of the patriots and heroes of the American revolution ; and his name win 
live in the recollection of every friend to liberty and religion , 

u tm Time, like him of Gaza, in his wrath , 

Plucking the pillars that support the world , 

In Nature’s ample ruins lies entombed, 

And midnight, Universal midnight reigns .” 

Mr. President : When any man, or society of men, demand from ns the homage of our high 
respect and veneration , it behooves them to exhibit and substantiate their claims : and it is our 
privilege, and our duty, to examine their pretensions before we accede to their demand. The 
subject now under discussion, is “ The pretensions free- masons make upon which they found 
their claim to our high respect and consideration, and inquiry into fects in support of their 
claims.” Here masons avail themselves of that feature of tne human mind to wnich we have 
alluded — superstition. They say their institution is of divine origin ; that it came from hea- 
ven. If this claim be well founded, we are bound to respect and venerate it. I confess myself 
an infidel on this subject. I believe just as fully that the images of Jupiter, or Diana, descend- 
ed from heaven. I acknowledge that they are not without some presumptive proof of their 
institution coming from heaven. Satan, the great apostate, probably formed a grand lodge in 
heaven, and drew into it a considerable portion of tne heavenly host. In that lodge, treason 
was hatched. The design was formed to hurl the Almighty from his throne, and overthrow 
his government. But they could not conceal the design from the all-seeing eve. The traitors 
were banished and hurled over the battlements of heaven, down, down to the bottomless pit. 
But by the inscrutable decree of the Almighty, the gates of hell were not so barred as ulti- 
mately to prevent his escape. He did break out, ana winged his way through the empire of 
Night and Chaos, and alighted upon this our globe. He explored it ; he found out the resi- 
dence of ouf first parents. The garden of Eden was walled in, and the gate was closed. But 
he, “ with one slight bound overleaped all bounds.” And where did one of the guardian angels 
first find him? 

“ Squat like a toad — close at the ear of Eve, 

Assaying, by his devilish art, to reach 
The organs of her fancy, and with them forge 

Illusions as he list — phantasms and dreams.” j 

The wily serpent assailed her upon the only points, perhaps, she was assailable — her fancy, 
her curiosity, her ambition. He decoyed her to the forbidden tree. “ She saw that the tree 
was good for food,” and that “ it was pleasant to the eye,” and a tree to be desired to make one 
wise. He informed her that he had eaten of the fruit, and she could see the astonishing and 
happy effect it had upon him ; how he was elevated as to figure and intellect over his species. 
Her fancy was pleased, her curiosity was excited, and above^iU her ambition to become wise 
as gods, and to have more light. She presumptuously stretched forth her hand “in evU 
hour.” She plucked — she eat “ the fruit of that forbidden tree, whose mortal taste brought death 
into the world, and all our woe.” She also gave to Adam “ that fair enticing fruit.” He eat: — 

“ Earth felt the wound, and nature from her seat, 

Sighing through all her works, gave signs of woe 
That all was lost.” 

And what was the light they discovered ? They beheld that they were naked. They had 
lost their primitive innocence. They were disrobed of their original righteousness. They had 
lost the moral image of their God. They had no spangled lambskin aprons to cover their naked- 
ness. They were compelled to sew fig leaves together to cover their nakedness. The apron 
is the first badge of masonry ; and the entered apprentice is told it-is the “ emblem of inno- 
cence.” No — it was the fruit of guilt. And the mason, when he looks upon his apron, instead 
of being proud, ought to feel humbled, and to recollect that it is the emblem of guilt, and calls 
to his mind the awfidfaU of mm. 

There is another presumptive proof of the origin of masonry — the very striking analogy be* 
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tween the conduct of Satan in seducing; our first parents, and the conduct of free-maaons now in 
seducing men into their institution. They present temptations to the human minH, exactly 
suited to the various tempers and dispositions of men of all conditions. 

To the young, the giddy, and the vain, they catch their fancy by the splendid exhibitions 
, they make of their finery and their frippery. Their spangled aprons, their ribbons, their 
sashes, with colours as various as the rainbow, their mitres, their jewels, and their crowns. 

To ingenuous minds, ardent in the pursuit of knowledge, they tell them that lodges are 
schools of science and of literature ; that there they will discover secrets in science no where 
else to be found, and will receive important aid in their laudable pursuits, which can be obtained 
from no other source. They tell ministers of the gospel, that in their lodges they will obtain 
information highly important to the‘discharge of their ministerial duties. There they will find 
a key to unlock the hidden mysteries of the gospel To the ambitious for political preferment, 
that they will furnish them with a ladder by which they can ascend to the highest posts of 
honour, (and here perhaps they tell one truth : and there are one and more in &s convention 
who have had this temptation presented to their view.) To the dissipated and the indolent, 
the institution is represented as furnishing “ refreshments ” eminently charitable ; if reduced to 
. poverty, they will be assisted ; if they should leave widows and children destitute, they will 
be supported. 

A strong temptation is presented to unprincipled villains. If detected in their villany, they 
confidently expect the shield of free-masonry will protect them from punishment. By such 
means the institution enlists under its banners all descriptions of character. And all may be 
useful to them. They have found in their lodges, characters so abandoned as to execute a 
Morgan, in conformity to ancient usages and laws of their institution. What says Brainard, one 
of their celebrated orators, on this subject? “ Free-masonry, it is powerful, it comprises men 
of rank, wealth, office , and talent, in power , and out of power, and that in almost every place 
where power is of any importance . And it comprises, among other classes of the community, 
to the lowest, in large numbers, active men, united together, and capable of being directed by the 
efforts of others, so as to have the force of concert throughout the civilized world? 

With temptations so various, nets, snares, and gins, spread so wide, it is no marvel that such 
numbers have been caught in their toils. And in loo, too many instances, have they been as 
fatally deluded as our first parents. 

Mr. President: I presume free-masons will not be willing to admit that speculative masonry 
came from heaven, according to the views I have taken of it. I ask them, then, to exhibit 
their proof of its divine origin. In examining Morgan's illustration of it, and Bernard’s Light 
on Masonry, I cannot discern a single feature or lineament of divinity marked upon it. If the 
revelations made by them are not true, then no reliance can be put in human testimony — it has 
been corroborated "by hundreds, not to say thousands, of seceding masons ; nay, more, free- 
masons themselves have confirmed it ; they have repeated, again and again, that Morgan was 
guilty of perjury, and that he deserved aeath. Consequently, what he revealed was true ; 
otherwise ne could not be guilty of perjury. He did not swear that he would not tell or write 
an untruth — but that he would not. reveal the secrets of masonry. Admitting, then, that the 
secrets of masonry have been fully revealed : let us look at the first act of opening a lodge and 
introducing a candidate. The lodge is opened by prayer. Here let me state, that some years 
since a grand master of a lodge boarded m the same house with me, and endeavoured to enlist 
me under the banners of free-masonry, and, besides other means, and in order to “ reach Hhe 
organs of my fancy? he took me into the lodge room and exhibited to me the furniture and 
finery, which truly was elegant. Finally, he ascended the steps and took the grand master’s 
chair behind the altar, ana put a high cap on his head, on which was written, in large gilded 
letters, “ Holiness to the Lord? I was shocked at the profanity of this exhibition. I Knew 
him (o be a man profane and lewd in his language, intemperate and debauched in his habits. 
Yet such a character, and perhaps there are other grand masters eaually immoral, opens lodges 
with prayer — they call upon the infinitely holy Being — ask him for his blessing upon their unhal- 
lowed doings — plead his promise, “ That when two or three are met together in his name, that he 
will be in the midst of them, and bless them ? Again, they profess to “ dedicate their lodge to 
God, and hold it forth to the holy order of St. John,” &c. Do they not thus insult the majesty 
of heaven ? Would it not be more appropriate to dedicate it to “ Bacchus? or some other fabled 
heathen deity ? The very first ,step the candidate takes when he enters the lodge, he treads 
under foot the positive laws of God, who says, “ Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy 
God in cam.” Christ says, “ Swear not at all . 11 He takes an unlawful oath — he forswears 
himself; he puts his life in jeopardy for the most trifling causey and he irreverently and insult- 
ingly calls upon the Almighty to witness the presumptuous violation of his own laws. Is it 
not an insult — is it not an approach to blasphemy, to say, that an institution which performs 
such rites and ceremonies is of divine origin ? Is it not an insult to Infinite Wisdom to say 
that he is the author or institutor of such fooleries and mummeries as are exhibited in a lodge 
room ? They assume the names, the titles, and the attributes of God : Sovereign of sovereigns, 

J am that I am, Prince of Mercy, and Prince of Peace . The grand master of the ceremonies in 
some instances personifies the Lamb of God, in opening the seven seeds, the Great Jehovah be- 
hind the burning bush, saying, “ I am the Lord thy God, the God of Abraham, <f Isaac, and of 
Jacob? Rabont, Immanuel, and Jehovah, are profanely used as pass words. I select but a few 
out of many instances in whieh the name of God is profaned and blasphemed in the performance 


Digitized by v^ooQle 



DEBATE* 


100 

of their ceremonies. The book of their revelations is before ydu and the world ; and judge ye 
upon what foundation they build their claim for the divinity of the free-mason institution. 

Again, they pretend that their institution is the “handmaid to religion and a school of morality. 9 
Religion is a vague term. They no doubt, however, mean to convey to us that it is the Chris- 
tian religion. There are various religions in our world. Christian, Jewish, Mahomedan, and a 
great many others unnecessary to enumerate. Hear what one of their lecturers says, in his 
“ Masonic Guide” — James Hardie. “ The solemnity of our rites embraces all that part of reli- 
gion from which morality is derived, calls our attention to the Great Architect of tjie universe, 
the Creator of us all. In contemplating his wisdom, goodness, and power, the Mahometan 
under one name, the Jew and Christian under another, can join in adoration, all agreeing in the 
great essential and universal principle of religion, the recognition and worship of a Deity, although 
differing in some minute points peculiar to each. When the lodge is closed, each departs un- 
tainted by the other, the Jew to nis synagogue , the Mahometan to his mosque , and the Christian 
to his church , as fully impressed as ever with the divine origin and rectitude of his own faith, 
from the principles of which he has never for one moment deviated in thought , word, or deeeL n 
Free-masons have, indeed, copied after the plan of the grand impostor Mahomet. To make 
their institution palatable, they have incorporated into their rites and ceremonies, Christian, 
Jewish, Mahometan, and heathen rites ; ana probably, if they had it in their power would also 
propagate their religion by the sword. They may with as much truth tell the Mahometan, 
ana the Jew, and the Pagan, that their institution is the handmaid of their religion, as the 
Christian. But let us for a moment examine with what truth they can say, that the institution 
of free-masonry is the handmaid to the Christian religion, and that it is a school of morality. 
Religion and morality are inseparably connected ; there can be no true religion without morality, 
and all true genuine morality is bottomed on religion. The first oath they take when they 
enter the lodge, they violate both the laws of religion and morality. Christ says, “ Swear not 
at all.” Every oath taken is in fact profane swearing, because it is unauthorized. It outxiages 
religion and morality as much as the oath which Herod took ; it is not authorized, and not upon 
a lawful occasion. They swear always to hail, and never to reveal any of the secrets they may 
receive in a lodge ; and that without any equivocation , mental reservation, or self-evasion of 
mind. Thus they surrender their right of private judgment, they chain their consciences; 
that monitor , that sentinel of moral action, placed in them by the great Author of their being. 
However their reason and their consciences may convince them that it may be a duty they owe 
to themselves, their country, or their God, to reveal some of the secrets communicated to them, 
they cannot do it without breaking* their masonic oath, and exposing themselves to the awful 
penalty incurred by it. The very first step, therefore, they take, they deviate from the path of 
religion, morality, and virtue, and every subsequent step they take in acquiring a knowledge 
of the sublime mysteries of masonry, they stray farther and farther from the road of rectitude. 
By the repetition of profane oaths their consciences become seared ; they lose all sense of reli- 
gious and moral obligation, and are prepared for the commission of every species of crime. In 
some cases they swear to keep all the secrets of their brethren, murder ana treason not excepted; 
nay. further, they swear, in taking one of the degrees, thrice illustrious knights of the cross, 
“ That I will look upon his (that is, a brother knight) enemies as my enemies, his friends as 
my friends, and stand forth to mete out tender kindness or vengeance accordingly.” In taking 
the same degree the candidate swears, “ Should he know a companion violate any essential 
part of this obligation, that he will use his most decided endeavours, by the blessing of God, to 
bring such person to the most strict and condign punishment, agreeably to the rules and usages 
of our ancient fraternity,” (that is, to put him to a most cruel death, thrust a spear in his left 
side, as was thrust into the side of Christ,) “ and this, by pointing him out to tne world as an 
unworthy vicious vagabond ; by opposing his interest ; by deranging his business ; by trans- 
ferring his character after him wherever ne may go ; by exposing him to the contempt of the 
whole fraternity and the world during his whole natural life.” Can tfe possibly conceive any 
thing more directly at war with every principle of religion and morality ? 

Again, many or their rites and ceremonies are awfully profane and anti-christian. In taking 
the degree of knight templar and Malta, after the candidate has taken the oath on his knees, 
and his hands on the Holy Bible, he repeats the following obligation : “ This pure wine I now 
take (in the upper part of a human skull) in testimony of my belief in the mortality of the 
body and the immortality of the soul, and may this libation appear as a witness against me 
both here and hereafter ; and as the sins of the world were laid upon the head of the Saviour, 
so may all the sins committed by the person whose skull this was, be heaped upon my head, 
in addition to my own, should I ever violate,” &c. This is called the sealed obligation. The 
most excellent prelate then reads that part of the Scripture which relates to the election of 
Matthias to supply the place of Judas Iscariot. He walks round the room with the human 
skull in one hand and a lighted candle in the other ; and these words are read, “ So let your 
light shine before men,” &c. ; in other parts of the ceremonies, these words are read, “ My 
soul is sorrowful even unto death. Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me.” Thus 
the sacred Scriptures are profaned and burlesqued. In taking the degree of knights of the holy 
sepulchre, the seven candidates kneel at the foot of the altar, and the most excellent prelate 
takes the bread, and says, “Brethren, eat ye all of this bread in love, that ye may learn to 
support each other.” He then takes the cup, and says, “ Drink ye all of this cup, to ratify ths 
vow that ye have made, and learn to sustain one another.” 
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Thus we perceive that one of the most solemn and sacred ordinances of the ChristUirreMgioa' : 
is ridiculed, profaned, and burlesqued. A farcical representation is given of die most solemn 
events recorded in the Scriptures. The reading of them in connection with ridiculous rites and 
ceremonies, ^calculated to destroy all veneration for the sacred volume. They show little 
more respect to the Bible than was shown to it during the reign of infidelity in France, when 
it was tied to the tail of an ass, driven through the streets of Paris, and burned. The most 
fundamental doctrines of the Christian religion are rejected or ridiculed ; faith and repentance 
are excluded ; the atonement and intercession of Christ are not named as at all necessary to 
salvation ; on the contrary, the sorrows of Adam, the blood of Abel, the righteousness of Seth, 
and the covenant of Noah, are substituted in their place. The mason is taught that he must 
“ raise himsdfby degrees, until he reaches heaven ; that his attachment to the statutes and rules 
of die order in the end will make him deserving of entering into the celestial Jerusalem.” And 
as a knight of the cross, he swears, “ that he accepts of and for ever will consider the cross and 
mark of this order as his only hope.” 

To obtain the requisitions necessary to make a good mason, the candidate is thus ad- 
dressed Behold, my dear brother, what you must fight against, and destroy, before you 
can come to the knowledge of the true good and sovereign happiness ! Behold this monster 
which you must conquer — a serpent which we detest as an idol, that is adored by the idiot and 
the vulgar under the name of Religion.” 

Such are the teachings of the hand-maid of religion. 

Mr. President: I think it impossible that any intelligent man can read attentively the oaths 
and obligations, from the lowest to the highest degree of masonry, without being convinced that 
they cannot be strictly obeyed without violating the principles of morality and religion— *and 
if they are not obeyed, the most awful penalties are incurred. If it be a school of morality, 
thei| teachers have been peculiarly uhfortunate. I have been a long observer of the institution, 
although I knew not its mysteries. I judged of it by the rule given by the great moral teacher, 
judge the tree by its fruits. I never knew an instance of a vicious character being reformed by 
becoming a free-mason. But I have known many melancholy instances of young men of fine 
morals, fine talents, and excellent education, after joining a lodge to become depraved, and 
some of them dying a most miserable death. A man of high standing and character, belonging, 
and who still belongs, to the institution, told me that if a man was not a good man when he 
entered a lodge, it would not make him so. From a careful examination of the subject, I am 
led to the conclusion, that lodges are generally synagogues of Satan, and schools of infidelity ; 
that the wit and the wisdom of men and devils combined, could not devise a plan better 
calculated to destroy all sense of moral and religious obligations. Their midnight meetings, their 
drinking and their revelling, inevitably lead to vitiate their manners and their morals. . No 
man becomes completely depraved at once. Depravation is a gradual work. The student of 
the sublime mysteries of masonry is led on by the light of an igmsfatwus , step by step, until he 
is nlunged into the depth of infidelity , if not downright atheism. 

Mr. President: Free-masons demand respect to their institution, on the ground of its bqing a 
benevolent and charitable institution. 

I have looked in vain for the evidence on which .this claim is founded. It appears to me 
calculated, not to widen and expand benevolent affections, but to contract .and narrow them. 
The charity and benevolence inculcated by the Gospel is to embrace the whole human family, 
as is beautifhlly illustrated in the story or the good Samaritan. The principles of masonry 
circumscribe it, principally, if not exclusively, to their own fraternity — and that, however 
unworthy the objects of their charity are. I know of few, if any instances, even within the 
pale of their own institution, of any extraordinary acts of charity. I know of one instance at 
least, of a person who had many claims upon the institution, who has received no aid from it. 

A gentleman married a # lady of considerable property ; he joined a lodge ; became dissipated, 
neglected his business, ’became embarrassed, mortgaged his property to a brother : he died, 
leaving a widow with three helpless children. This benevolent brother seized and sold the 
whole of the property, and the widow and her infant children were thrown destitute upon the 
world, without any means of support except that of her. own industry. The hand of 
masonic charity was not, and is not held out to her. The probability is, that many mem 
deluded by the fallacious idea of aid from the society in case of distress, have been tempted 
to idleness and dissipation, and by this means brought themselves and family to ruin. I 
know also of an instance of a mason throwing out false signs of distress, he imposed upon his 
brother, and swindled him out of all his property — and lefthim, and family, destitute. The 
mason indeed swears that he will not wrong a brother out of a cent ; but for this violation 
of his oath he escapes with impunity. . 

The various false pretensions and artful devices of free-masonry have been exposed m 
several reports in this convention. The institution seeks the aid of superstition, and envelopes 
itself in a guise of antiquity and mystery. Then it pretends to philosophy and letters; 
to alchemy and the transmutation of metals. These pretensions are too absurd, or too 
evidently false, to need refutation. They exhibit on their calendar the names of all the great men 
of ancient and of modem times. Tubal Cain for example. Why not Cain the murderer? 
Indeed Mr. Hardie says he was partially instructed in the art. Then they have Seth, 
Noah, Solomon, Nebuchadnezzar, Zerubhabel — honorary members, I presume. In more 
modem times, they have the names of Frederic king of Prussia, Voltaire, Robespierre, 
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• Aihrtdlttie late Duke of Orleans, Weishaupt, and king George the 4th. In' America an Arnold 
and a Burr. We envy them not the splendour and lustre which such characters shed upon 
their institution. They claim also a Washington and a Fayette. Washington has left his 
testimony of the estimation in which he held the institution. He declared he had not been in 
a lodge' more than two or three times in thirty years: and in his farewell address, he gives a 
solemn warning to Americans, to beware of secret societies , as dangerous to the liberties of the 
people. He virtually renounced his connexion with the institution, and that, too, ap early 
as it was safe and prudent to do so. He was a brave man: he feared not to fhce the 
mouth of cannon, of muskets— the edge of the sword, or the point of the bayonet. But 
where is the, man with such iron nerves or lion heart, as not to fear the dagger of the 
midnight assassin ? Had he renounced or revealed the secret while commander m chief of 
the American armies, no doubt he would have fallen in the next battle. Fayette, too, 
when last in America, expressed his regret at the multiplication of secret societies. He had 
witnessed in France the horrid murders and massacres which were produced by secret societies. 
Masons claim, also, many ministers of the gospel. The most, if not all of them, were seduced by 
false representations ; and when once ensnared, they knew not how to extricate themselves. 
But we rejoice to see that many are throwing off the chain and coming from among them : and 
we confidently trust tjiat the time is approaching, when not a single name of a minister of the 
gospel will remain upon the lists of masonry. 

From every view I can take of the claims which speculative free-masonry has upon our 
respect and veneration, I am tempted to pronounce them unfounded and false. 

1 am, however, constrained in justice to say, and I do it with pleasure, that there are many 
individuals within the pale of tne institution, whose merits entitle them to our respect and 
esteem. 

Mr. President : I feel the high responsibility under which we are placed as members of this 
convention. The result of our proceedings, and of the success of the efforts we are now making 
to put down speculative free-masonry, will deeply affect the fhture destinies of our country, 
ana the world, as it regards politics, morality, and religion. The question is. shall we 
maintain the independence, purchased from a foreign foe, at the expense of so much treasure, 
of agony, and of blood ? or wall we submit to a still more tyrannical and bloody despotism, 
sprung up in the very bosom of our country? No! I trust not. 

I am confident that every member of this convention is prepared to adopt a language 
similar to that expressed more than half a century ago, by the patriots ana heroes of the 
revolution, in this city, and near this spot, and sav that we will support our independence at 
the expence of our property , our lives, and our sacred honour. 

Me. Hopkins rose to make a single remark upon the report which had just been read, 
begging leave to premise, that if this convention had met for no other purpose than to hear 
the reports that had just been presented, the time and expence would not have been 
unprontably appropriated. 

Whoever reads tne history of free-masonry, and compares it with known historical facts and 
criticisms, as to its antiquity, will find means to detect a fraud in almost every step. The 
object which I have in view is, to ask gentlemen who are conversant with criticism ana history, 
to be kind enough to turn their attention to this subject from time to time, with a view to 
bringing out the imposture more prominently still. 

Several instances have been mentioned, and some now occur to me, though I claim no merit 
for the suggestion, having received the hint from others. The amount of one is, that Saint 
Jerome saw a masonic emblem upon the wall of Solomon’s temple. 

Now it is known that St. Jerome flourished at the beginning of the fourth century ; and, 
therefore, at a period more than two hundred years after that temple was overturned, so that 
there was not one stone remaining upon the top of another. 

The report mentions a text in the Revelations, respecting the white stone, in which a new 
name was written, as applicable, in point of time, to the building of Solomon’s temple, which 
was about the year three thousand ; though that expression regarding the stone with the 
name written, was not uttered till about the year four thousand and sixty or seventy ; more 
than a thousand years after the building of the temple. 

I do not know that this is a subject which has attracted attention at all ; but the text is this: 
“ To him that overcometh, will I give to eat of the hidden manna, and will give him a white 
stone, and in the stone a new name written, which no one knoweth, saving he that receiv- 
eth it.” 

The masonic application of this text, is to a key-stone of an arch in king Solomon’s temple. 
The word stone, in the text, doubtless referred to the jasper, amethyst, topaz, or other precious 
stones worn upon the finger: and not to a piece of marble suitable for the key-stone of an 
arch. There is little doubt, that the passage in Revelations refers to a precious stone, upon 
which a name or cypher is engraven, and put ipto a ring for the finger. “ To him that over- 
come!^ &c. will I give a white stone” — the meaning of which is, I will give him a signet to 
place in a ring, and m that, the new name. But this is applied, in masonic learning, to a key- 
stone of marble. 

This is only to call the attention of gentlemen to the inconsistencies which abound through- 
put. Whoever looks into the institution, will find that it is the product of men exceedingly 
ignorant. I am bold to say, for the honour of my country, that there is not a company or 
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American brick masons to be found, who, if they should attempt an imposition, would not bo 
capable of building up a more plausible fabric, than this wretched conception of London brick- 
layers. 

Mr. Thacheh said, that two or three facts had been omitted, which he would take the 
liberty to state, as to the incongruity of masonic history and the sacred writings. 

In the royal arch degree, the high priest proposes to take the ark of the covenant, which 
had been deposited at the building of Solomon’s temple, from under ground, below the sanctum 
sanctorum, together with the book of the law, and the pot of manna, which was to be laid up 
for a memorial, and the rod of Aaron, which budded ana blossomed, in testimony of the com- 
mission which God gave to Aaron, the high priest, in the wilderness. 

This, if we look into scripture history, we snail find, contradicts the words of divine revela- 
tion. When Solomon finished the temple, it was stated that the ark of the covenant was 
brought in and placed — where? Not in an arch under the sanctum sanctorum, but in the 
sanctum sanctorum itself, where the lamp was burning. It was scud that in the ark there was 
nothing but the two tablets of stone. Here there is an evident contradiction and interpolation. 
It is declared that the rod of Aaron, and the pot of manna, were deposited in the ark ; but there 
is not the least intimation in the scriptures, that they were ever deposited in the ark. We 
have ho account that any thing was deposited in the ark, save the tables of stone which 
were given to Moses upon Mount Sinai, ana upon which were engraven the ten commandments 
by the finger of God. 

We have, to be sure, an account that a pot was filled with manna, and laid up for a testi- 
mony, but not that it was put into the ark. We have also an account that the rod of Aaron, 
to distinguish it from the rest of the rods of the Levites, budded and blossomed, and brought 
forth fruit of almonds ; and we know not that this rod was in existence, or that the pot of 
manna was in the days of the Jewish temple. 

Here there is an evident contradiction, or incongruity. Masonic tradition runs in the face 
and eyes of scripture history, and one or the other of them must be false. 

There are so many inconsistencies in the first three degrees, that men of sense have 
been utterly ashamed of them. It was confessed by Dr. Dalcho, that he was ashamed to 
introduce the scriptures, while lecturing upon the first three degrees, when any person of 
intelligence was able to prove them false, by the very book upon which they adminis- 
tered their obligations. He adds one or two examples: one of which is, that cassia was found 
growing upon the grave of Hiram Abiff, when he was buried by Jubela, Jubelo, and Jubelum, 
by the side of Mount Moriah. But, says the learned doctor, cassia does not grow in the 
climate of Jerusalem. In fact, it would be tedious to enumerate all the absurdities and incon- 
sistencies that have crept into the three degrees. He speaks of many in his lectures, and 
makes it appear that these degrees are absurd, and contradictory to a high degree. 

Here we have the testimony of a man of high standing, who had taken many degrees, 
and been in great repute in the fraternity. And with regard to the antiquity of free- 
masonry, masons have been themselves convinced that these pretensions are false. Dewitt 
Clinton was himself fully convinced of it, and so expressed himself in apublic address. He 
also discarded the idea that Pythagoras and Vitruvius were masons. These ideas were ex- 
pressed in his address, at the installation of Stephen Van Rensselaer, as grand master of the 
grand lodge of the state of New- York; and he considers these circumstances as having done 
great injury to the cause of masonry. He admits, that their pretensions to antiquity, and 
their claiming all the learned and wise men of ancient times, as its members and patrons, is 
utterly inconsistent. 

There are many other facts which might be named, but I give these as a specimen. Every 
person who will go into an examination of this subject, will mid that masonic history is full of 
inconsistencies. 

Mr. Read said, while others have shown that masonic pretensions are inconsistent with 
ancient history, I will show that they are inconsistent with themselves, from the very 
nature of the case, and the facts set forth; for they could not have taken place at the 
time of its origin. 

Passing by other impossibilities, the idea that Solomon would have submitted to the 
degrading ceremony or being led round a lodge room with a halter about his neck, is 
altogether improbable, as well as that fact which relates to the slaying of Hiram the 
widow’s son. 

We are informed that all who knew any thing of this matter, were Solomon, Hiram of 
Tyre, and Hiram the widow’s son. They also inform us that certain individuals wishing 
to obtain the secret word, in order to travel into distant countries and. pass for masters, ana 
get higher wages, laid in wait to obtain it from Hiram the widow’s son. 

I ask why did these men require this secret word, if Solomon and the two Hirams were 
the only persons who could know the word? or from whom could they get higher wages, 
if these gentlemen alone were acquainted with that word ? 

Then, passing over the ceremony of killing Hiram Abiff, this , is a contradiction of scrip- 
ture history; for they inform us that he lived to perform all the works that the Lord gave 
him to do. Now I ask this convention to look at the scene of raising Hiram after he had 
lain in the grave fifteen days. Solomon is represented as raising him upon the five points 
of fellowship, viz. foot to foot, knee to knee, breast to breast, hand to back, and mouth to ear. 
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Just of apiece are all the ceremonies of free-masonry ; and if it be doubted by any, it can 
be shown m every degree: for its inconsistencies are so distinctly marked, that no man, 
examining the subject, as laid down in elder Bernard’s book, can rise from the examina- 
tion without being fully satisfied, that she is as false as the father of lies. 

Mr. Bernard. — I would call attention for a moment to some points which have been 
passed over in the remarks respecting the antiquity of this institution. The first is, the 
pretension of free-masonry to be a source of religious instruction. It has been said that it is not 
religion ; but I conceive that to be a religious institution, which pretends to make men better, 
for time and eternity — that by which men can be raised from death to a state of glory at the 
right hand of God. 

/But I come to free-masonry itself to the principles of the institution as laid down in all 
the degrees of free-masonry, from that of entered apprentice, to the forty-eighth inclusive. 

In the first degree, the man is taught that, by the common gavel, operative masons prepare 
stones, and fit then! for the builder’s use ; but as free and accepted masons, they are taught to 
use it for a more noble and glorious purpose — for divesting their hearts and consciences of all 
the vices and superfluities or life, thereby fitting their minds, as living and lively stones, for 
that spiritual building — that house, not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 

The speaker proceeded to recapitulate the prominent features of various other degrees, inclu- 
ding the royal arch, the grand, elect, perfect and sublime masons, knight of the sun, &c. The 
thrice illustrious knight of the cross swears, “ by the honour and power of the mark of the 
holy and illustrious order of the cross,” which he holds to heaven in his right hand, and in the 
dread presence of the most holy and Almighty God, “ that he will accept of and for ever consider 
the cross and mark of this order his only nope,” rather than a dependence on the blessed Jesus, 
in preparing him for the right hand of God m heaven. 

These, then, are the pretensions of free-masonry* to make men better for time and eternity ; 
but they are pretensions false and delusive. And I would ask the members of this convention, 
whether, within their own observation, they have ever known men to be made better in this 
life, by their attention to the principles of free-maSonry, or whether they have known one man 
to be lead thereby from the paths of iniquity to those of virtue ? or what evidence have we, 
that any man has been placed in the glorious hope of a blessed immortality beyond the grave, 
through the influence of this institution ? 

Masonry, in all its religious pretensions, is an imposture. 

One point more. It pretends to hare the righteous power of taking human life j this a very 
high assumption, and its exercise is supported by facts. 

In the first place I would remark, that in most of the degrees of free-masonry there are oaths ; 
the penalty imposed by those oaths is usually that of death. But it is said that no one is sworn 
to inflict this penalty. 

In answer to this objection, I would observe, that the organization of free-masonry is like 
the organization of any other government. A constitution is first adopted, then laws are passed, 
with penalties affixed, according to the nature of these laws : and at a subsequent period officers 
are appointed to inflict those penalties. If in the lower degrees obligations ana penalties are 
imposed, and at the same time none appointed to inflict those penalties, still I object to the 
argument ; for it is clearly proved, that in the higher degrees the duty of inflicting them is 
pointed out. I have myself taken an oath, which laid me under a solemn obligation to inflict 
thepenalty of the laws of masonry upon all those who are the violators of such laws. 

The elected knights of nine are to take vengeance, not only on the murderers of Hiram Abifi^ 
but on all those who betray the secrets of that degree. But I would further remark, that sub- 
sequent to the organization of this government, laws were made to bind individuals. They 
have power to inmct the penalties which they have affixed to the laws. The very making of 
a law is a manifestation that there is power to administer the law j the affixing a penalty to 
any law whatever implies the power to inflict that penalty* 

But what have the fraternity spoken upon this subject ? They have spoken volumes, and 
sealed their testimony with the blood of an individual. Not only before the abduction of 
William Morgan, but since, I have heard masons in the lodge, and out of the lodge, assert 
that it was right to inflict the penalty of death upon those who betray the secrets of tne order, 
and since the fate of Morgan was known, I have beard it justified by the fraternity. 

I heard nearly one hundred masons in a lodge room manifest that it was right that Morgan 
should be murdered, his tongue cut out, his throat cut from ear to ear, Ac. Ac. And in this 
conclave, among the knight templars and high priests, there was an almost unanimous appro- 
bation of the sentiment. 

But I offer a still stronger testimony than this, in the case of the abettors and murderers of 
William Morgan. These individuals have been named and published to the world, and the 
fraternity have covered them in their guilt, and shielded them from the just penalties of the 
laws of their country. They were proved guilty of the abduction of Morgan. [Here the 
speaker was interrupted.] 

Tax President interposed upon the point of order. If gentlemen were permitted to range 
the field of debate at pleasure, and to animadvert at length upon subjects, whether proper or 
improper, then would the debates of this convention be interminable. Though the chair would 
Jstsn to the eloquent gentleman from New-York with as much pleasure as any member of the 
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convention, still, he thought the range too wide, and hoped the gentleman would proceed, con- 
fining himself more closely to the report upder consideration. 

The speaker offered a few explanatory remarks, in which he professed to have intended ap- 
plying his observations to points of vital importance to religion and his country, but would 
waive further remarks, giving the floor to a gentleman upon the opposite side of the house. 

(Mr. Armstrong.) 

Mr. Armstrong wished to call the attention of the convention to a single point. It is known, 
said he, that the institution of free-masomy claims an internal power of concealing the nature l 
of its own principles ; that is, those things that are declared to be secret. It has been fre- * V 
quently said that free-masonrv can never be revealed. 

The question now is, how does this declaration comport with facts ? It has come to pass, 
in the forepart of the nineteenth century, and in this western world, in the western part of the 
state of New- York, that that claim of free-masonry has been broken down. Though it was 
claimed that this fortress was impregnable, yet it has come to pass that one man has broken 
down the barrier ; William Morgan has divulged the secrets of free-masonry, and they are 
now fully open to the world. 

Is their claim, then, in this particular supported ? No. The world have the secret ; old 
and young, rich and poor, may read and understand what it is, and whether it is good or bad. 

We see, then, that this claim is not supported by facts. 

I rise to introduce a single incongruity in the claims of free-masonry. It has ever been claimed, 
that the ancient landmarks of free-masonry could not be done away or changed. The ancient 
landmarks of masonry, as they are called, are not found in any single, act, sign, grip, or word j 
but they are all the established signs, rites, and ceremonies of the three first degrees in ma- 
sonry. I have this from high masonic authority, that these are the ancient landmarks. Now 
the signs and emblems of these first three degrees, masons claim were established at or before 
the time of building the temple of Solomon. Be it so ; the chart or carpet of the master’s 
degree has upon it the letter G, of the modern, or Roman English alphabet. This, according 
to the showing of masons, must have been placed there as early as the building of the temple. 

I have taken some pains to ascertain the fact, and find that the letter G, or any other letter 
similar, did not exist till several centuries after the building of the temple. 

Mr. Slade, of Vermont, said that, although the subject of the report had been discussed 
at considerable length, he would ask the indulgence of , the convention to offer additional re- 
marks. 

One of the most distinguished of the pretensions of free-masonry is, that it is the u hand- 
maid of religion We all know, Mr. President how intimately associated is the idea of re- . 
ligion with every thing that is valuable in this life, and with all our hopes and aspirations, 
connected with that which is to come. We know what a vast proportion of the population of 
our country are religious, and with what favour they regard every thing, which comes to them 
clothed with such high pretensions. It is upon the strength of such pretensions, emblazoned 
upon its front, that masonry has drawn within its embrace great numbers of the ministers of 
religion, deluding them into a belief that it was an institution of Divine origin, and capable of 
making them u wise unto salvation.” 

To sustain the pretensions of masonry, to be the handmaid of religion, it is called a charit- 
able institution . It is not merely asserted that masons are charitable, but that charity consti- 
tutes a leading feature of their institution. And what is charity ? Its essential principle 
is an enlarged and expansive benevolence — good-will to man — man in the largest and most ex- 
tensive sense* Every human being it regards as a brother, no matter what may be his colour 
or condition or character ; and no matter to what association he may belong, or oy what name 
he may be called. He is a human being, bound to every other human being by the ties of' a 
common origin, and a common destiny. It cannot contemplate him a moment without feeling 
the force of these ties ; and, urged by the impulse of its own divinity, it opens wide its arms 
and flies to the relief of his sufferings. It “ does good and lends, hoping for nothing again 
and is the child of that Father “ who maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and 
sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust.” 

But what is the charity of masonry? Sir, it is the charity of selfishness— a charity which 
begins and ends with the fraternity — a fraternity, from which are systematically excluded all 
who are most likely to become the subjects of its bounty.* Is the noble principle of Christian 
charity cherished by an institution which gives to its bounties such an exclusive direction? 

Does that association deserve the name of charitable y which gives to the ties of an artificial' 
brotherhood a greater strength than those by whieh the Father of all has bound together the 
great family of his children ? 

But masonry fails in its pretensions to be the handmaid of religion in a yet more important 
particular. The most prominent feature of the Christian religion is a spirit of forgiveness ; 
the spirit which most of all distinguished the life and doctrines of its divine Author. And in 

* Hardie’s Monitor, a standard masonic work, speaking of the qualifications for membership, says— 

“ Men in low circumstances , although possessed of some education, and of good morals, are not Jit to be 
members of the institution. They ought, previous to their application for admission, to consider their 
income, and the situation of their families, and know that freemasonry requires, not only knowledge, 
but attendance, and decent external appearance, to maintain and support its onasnt respectability and 
grandeur." 
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what part of masonry is this spirit to be found ? Where is it inculcated 7 Where so much as 
even alluded to ? The handmaid of the religion of JesusChrist, and yet a stranger to forgive- 
ness ! But it is not merely a stranger to forgiveness ; it cherishes, it inculcates the opposite 
spirit — the spirit of vengeance. No man can yield himself up to the fail influence of free- 
masonry, without having all the kindly feelings of his nature extinguished, with regard to those 
who secede from the institution. Nor is this spirit found alone in those degrees of masonry 
whose oaths expressly bind to the infliction of vengeance on masonic traitors. It necessarily 
results from the whole of the masonic constitution. Let any private association of men become 
bound together by oaths, whose sanctions are written in blood, and, whatever else may belong 
to it, vengeance instantly becomes a leading feature in its character ; and it requires no extra- 
ordinary Knowledge of the nature of the human mind, to perceive how eminently fitted to 
cherish that spirit, is the secrecy and the mystery of the masonic institution. 

What is thus manifestly true of the theory of masonry, is strikingly so as to itspractice. To 
violate its secrets is regarded as a sin so surpassing all other sins, as to place the offender utterly 
beyond the reach of mercy. Masonry contains no provision for his restoration to favour. 
There is no seceder, there is no man who has decidealy opposed masonry, who has not seen 
and felt the force of this fundamental principle of the institution. 

And is the character of any other institution among us thus marked ? Do we, for example, 
see the spirit of masonry exhibited towards seceders from any of our churches ? They do, in- 
deed, become the objects of displeasure. But does this displeasure assuma the character of 
masonic vengeance ? Are they systematically assailed with slander, and made the victims 
of an untiring and relentless persecution ? And what is the sin of seceding from masonry, 
or of opposing the institution, that it should meet such a. fearful and unwonted retribution 
as this? 

Nor is the exhibition of this spirit confined to the abandoned and profligate members of the 
fraternity. In too many cases is it manifested by men making high claims to goodness ; and, 
what is still more strange, by men who, with regard to almost every thing else, seem to sustain 
that character. They are good neighbours and good citizens. Towards all others but the ob- 
jects of masonic displeasure, they are kind, and generous, and forgiving. But here, alas, they 
exhibit a spirit utterly at war with the benign religion which they profess. It is not the ordi- 
nary feeling of displeasure at supposed wrong ; a feeling which, even in its excesses, exhibits 
traces of its virtuous origin. But it is vindictive in its very nature ; and would seem to be 
satisfied with nothing short of the utter extermination of its victims. 

Such, sir, is the spirit of masonry. We have all seen it j and there are, probably, few mem- 
bers of this convention who have not felt it, in its effects upon them, personally. How many 
have seen their warmest friends suddenly and strangely alienated from them, withholding even 
the interchange of ordinary civilities, because they nave, in the honest sincerity of their souls, 
and in the exercise of their rights as citizens of a free government, dared to investigate, and 
expose, and condemn the institution of free-masonry. There are, to the honour of human 
nature be it spoken, many exceptions to this remark, among those who are nominal members 
of the fraternity. They are men upon whose minds masonry has made but a comparatively 
alight impression. But it is nevertheless true that its vindictive spirit has experienced a living 
illustration in great numbers, who have become most deeply versed in its mysteries, and whose 
high standing in the institution gives assurance that they are far from being strangers to its' 
genuine spirit. 

Shall such an institution longer delude the world by its pretensions to be the h a n d m a id of 
the religion of the Prince of Peace ? 

Mr. Kuggles, of Massachusetts, concluded the debate. He said that he was sorry to differ 
with some of his friends on one point. He had long been convinced that masonry was charita- 
ble, for “ it covered a multitude of sins.” He haa no objection that the brotherhood should 
exercise dominion over themselves, so long as they did not interfere with the rights and liber- 
ties of others. He was unwilling to submit to a right claimed by them to control the courts 
and the legislative and executive branched of the government. Let them legislate for them- 
selves, but not for us. Let them drink out of each other’s skulls, but not out of ours. 

The report was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Seward, of New-York, it was 

Resolved, That a committee of one from each state and territory here represented, be appointed 
to make a concise report on the progress of anti-masonry throughout the United States. 

The report of Mr. Hopkins upon the obligation or masonic oaths was taken up, and on 
motion to adopt the same, 

Mr. Walker, of Massachusetts, said, that he was as anxious to forward the business of 
the convention as any other member, but it had appeared to him, that the subject of masonic 
oaths was the most important subject that could be considered by this conventi on : and that 
this report had the greatest bearing upon the future progress of anti-masonry. What we do 
at this time, said he, will not pass suently ; we should, therefore, have a distinct understanding 
of the subject in all its bearings. 

It seems that these oaths are neither morally, legally, or religiously binding ; this is a con- 
sideration vastly important. The adoption of this report is calculated to “ lay the axe at the 
root of the tree” of masonry. It is the most effectual measure that we can possibly take to 
destroy the institution ; for if we can destroy these oaths, the institution falls to the ground at 
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once. If the charm can once be broken — if it can be satisfactorily shown and proven that 
these oaths are not binding, honest men and discerning men will come out and desert the in- 
stitution. 

I apprehend that infinitely the greatest majority of masons are held to the institution, by a 
slavish belief that these oatns are binding ; they abhor the institution, but fear the oaths ; and 
if we can once convince them that these oaths are not binding ; that they have no legal, moral, 
or religious force, the institution is destroyed. And this is the great object for which we have 
here assembled. We have not assembled here to conjure up the ghost of Morgan, or to avenge 
his blood, but to expose to public view the influence which the institution of free-masonry has 
upon public justice in our courts of law and halls of legislation ; and to show that these oaths 
are not binding or obligatory. It appears to me, that this ougnt to be one of the most promi- 
nent subjects before this convention — that its importance ought to be deeply felt. 

We have assembled here to protect our own rights, and to break down this combination 
against society ; and in no way can we do it so effectually as by destroying these obligations. 

. The arguments contained in the report are conclusive and full. The law takes no notice of 
perjury, except it be committed in some court of justice. Now, the great cry is, that these 
seceders are not to be believed, that they are perjured wretches. But they are not peijured 
villains or wretches. To say so is a gross misuse of terms. They have broken their masonic 
obligations, but they are not guilty of perjury. We cannot raise too lofid a voice with regard 
of these facts ; it will prevent the error from spreading. It is a masonic manoeuvre, and ought 
to be treated as such ; we ought to dwell upon it. The opposition to these oaths is the sure 
foundation of anti-masonry ; it is what I understand to be true anti-masonry. I know the 
general opinion is, that it is an excitement got up about Morgan’s murder ; ana many suppose 
Slat we have assembled here to arouse the community by a recapitulation of Morgan’s abduc- 
tion. That was indeed a horrible affair, an infamous transaction, and it seems as if there could 
be hardly enough said upon the subject ; but when compared with these oaths, it is of no con- 
sequence, except to show that masons do consider these oaths binding ; that they thought it 
necessary to take the life of a fellow-mortal ; to destroy a man for committing no crime, but 
telling the truth. 

There is another thing ; if we can break up the impression that masonic oaths are binding, 
masons will not feel called on to perjure themselves in courts of justice. 

Now, a royal arch mason feels bound to extricate his companion, whether right or wrong ; 
and if brought into a court of justice to swear against a royal arch mason, he cannot, if ne 
feels his obligations to be binding, do justice to his country, though he feels deeply the interests 
of the community. But if he can only be persuaded that the obligations which were imposed 
on him were wholly unlawful, and, from that fact, not in the least degree obligatory, he is pre- 
pared to da justice and act honestly. 

Two great objects of anti-masonry are to purify courts of justice, and to emancipate the 
press. But the object which comes nearest our hearts is, to destroy the influence of these oaths ; 
instead of dwelling upon what is past, we ought to go forward to the great principle, that these 
oaths are at war with public right. This is what we ought to dwell upon at all times ; honest 
men will then desert the fraternity ; the enemy only will remain, to meet their fate in the fall- 
ing ruins. 

A motion was made to amend the clause in the report, where the number of masons in the 
United States is stated at 200,000, by striking out that number, and inserting 100,000, which 
is the number mentioned in Mr. Ward’s report On this motion, 

Mr. Ward, as chairman of the committee who made the report upon the origin of free-ma- 
sonry, &c. proceeded to explain the manner in which the committee had arrived at the estimate 
of 100,000. They had been principally governed by the published documents of the frater- 
nity. He had no objection to the insertion of a greater number, provided that number were 
nearer the truth. 

In a work published by the fraternity, he found the number of lodges enumerated from one 
to five hundred and eight in the state of New- York. Pennsylvania furnished about three 
hundred. The chapters are regularly numbered — each number having its chapter — he had 
not however been in possession of documents which would enable him to determine the precise 
number in the Union. 

In 1815 a regular return was made, in which the whole number of lodges was estimated at 
less than 1500. And as far as my experience in free-masonry goes, said the speaker, I am of 
the opinion, that if there are but 1500 lodges, there are probably not more than 500 chapters, 
making an aggregate of 2000 lodges and chapters. The Book of Constitutions of Massachu- 
setts, states, that when the number of members in a lodge exceeds 30 or 40, the brethren 
generally find it convenient to separate, and make a new body. In addition to the conve- 
nience professed, it delights men so much to be styled Most Worshipful, that there is no doubt 
they improve their privilege to the full extent — in the country, they certainly do so. And 1 
enture my opinion, that the lodges throughout the country, shall not furnish more than from 35 
to 40 actual members. There are to be seen, in all parts of the country, some who do not be- 
long to any lodge ; they joined the lodge, but became sick of it and abandoned it ; or they have 
removed mm tne place in which they were made masons, and have not thought fit to attach 
themselves to another lodge. There are, perhaps, about one third of the whole body, who do 
not number in the lodges ; if these be added to those already enumerated, it will increase the 
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number -for each lodge and chapter to about 50, making an aggregate of 100,000 members. I 
think this estimate large enough ; still, if there is any additional information to be thrown out, 
I shall be glad to hear it. But we are not to take the estimate of our enemies upon this sub- 
ject, who boast of an institution coeval with Adam and Solomon. 

Now the grand chapter pretends to come from the days of Zerubabbel, and from Moses even, 
when it is ascertained that it originated in 1747, and not before. Previous to that period the 
royal arch cnapter had not a name, found even upon the books of the order. 

We have paid sufficient attention to the antiquity of the institution ; and their pretensions 
as to numbers, are probably as false, as they are shown to be in relation to the antiquity of the 
institution, or its claim to be the handmaid of religion. 

Mi. Morse, of New-Jersey, said, that he had travelled extensively, and been acquainted 
with lodges in thirteen states of the union, and he was quite sure that Mr. Ward’s calculation 
was even beyond the fact. He had never known a body of masons to keep together over one 
or two years ; they would disperse, in order to hold offices, and he had considered their claim, 
as to numbers, a “ masonic truth .” 

Mi. Paine, of Rhode Island, said, that considerable pains had been taken in Providence, 
Rhode Island, to ascertain the number belonging to the fraternity. Masons had estimated 
their number at 5 or 600 ; but, upon investigation, they had been unable to make out more than 
S50. He thought the probable number in the state was about 1000, and as the state contained 
something near 100,000 inhabitants, these facts would go to confirm the accuracy of the esti- 
mate given in the report; as there were probably as great a proportion of masons in Rhode 
Island as in any other part of the country. 

Mr. Phelps, of Massachusetts, remarked, that when the inquiry commenced a year ago, 
they were told by masons, that the number of the fraternity in Boston was 6000. Boston con- 
tains little less than 62,000 inhabitants. 

The whites, he said, had five lodges, two chapters, and one encampment ; and there was one 
lodge, one chapter, and one encampment of blades. The number of blacks in the city he esti- 
mated at 300. 

Much pains had been taken by the suburb and city investigating committees, consisting of 
one hundred and twelve persons ; they had been at work for eight or nine months, and bad 
taken a great deal of pains to investigate the subject effectually ; and instead of 6000, they 
had been able to find out, so far, but about 800. He was pretty well satisfied, by the efforts 
already made, that they would never be able to find masons enough to encrease the number 
above 800 ; and from the relative proportions of inhabitants and masons, in the city of Bos- 
ton and town of Providence, he believed the estimate of the report to be a full and ample 
estimate. 

The amendment prevailed, and thus amended the report was adopted. 

The report of Mr. Ward, from the committee to inquire and report where free-masonry 
originated, Ac. Ac. being called up for consideration, 

Mr. Seward moved to amend the report, by striking out the words “ Satan’s synagogue,” 
used in application to the masonic institution, and by inserting, in lieu, thereof, the words “ un- 
hallowed temple.” On this motion, 

Mr. Ward, chairman of the committee who made the report, remarked, that the phrase 
occurred only in the conclusion or summing up, and that it was scriptural In deference to the 
feelings, or rather judgment of gentlemen of the convention, he would not insist upon the 
propriety of retaining the words as originally expressed ; towards the members of the fraternity 
he cherished no unkind feelings ; to them he would not apply harsh terms ; but as it regarded 
the institution itself, he must confess that no language could adequately express the abhorrence 
in which he held it. 

Mr. Holly said, that synagogue was a terra applicable to a place of worship. He hoped 
that nothing would emanate from this convention calculated to give offence to any man. He 


would not appropriate to free-masons a temple in terms, by which offence might be given to 
any class or the community. For these reasons, he would prefer that the phraseology should 
be changed. 

Mr. Boileau hoped the amendment would prevail ; he could readily conceive that no lan- 
guage was adequate to pour tray the feelings of seceding masons \ but if he had learned any 
thing by experience, it was, that under all similar circumstances, it is the best and most effectual 
way. to use soft terms. 

The amendment prevailed, and the report thus amended was adopted. 

Mr. Phelps, from the committee appointed to consider the proper business to be submitted 
to the convention, submitted the following resolution, which was adopted. 

Resolved , That a committee of five be appointed to report upon the effects of free-masonry 
on the Christian religion. 

The convention adjourned to four o’clock. At four they re-assembled. 

A resolution reported by Mr. 4ELuggles, authorising the committee of finance to obtain 
subscriptions to defray the expenses of |he convention, was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Green, a committee was appointed to consider and report at what time 
the convention may complete its business, and adjourn sine die . 

Mr. Armstrong, of New- York, from the committee of seceding masons, made a detailed 
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report, giving a summary of the oaths, obligations, and prominent points in each degree ef 
free-masonry. The report was laid upon the table. 

Mr. Hollet, of New-York, from tne committee to whom the duty of preparing it had been 
assigned, reported an address to the people of the United States. The address was laid upon 
tiie table. 

Mr. Maynard, of New- York, then said, that in the language of another, used on another 
occasion, he would say, “ To-day, we have done enough for glory.” He then moved that the 
convention adjourn. Thereupon, 

Adjourned to 9 o’clock to-morrow morning. 

Thursday , Sept, 16, 1830. 

The convention met pursuant to adjournment. Prayer by the Rev. Mr. Armstrong, of 
New-York. 

Mr. Read, of New-York, from the committee on 'that subject, reported by resolution, that 
this convention will adjourn on Friday evening next, at 6 o’clock P. M. which was adopted. 

Mr. Taylor, of New-York, from the committee on the influence of free-masonry on the 
public press, made a report which was adopted. 

Mr. Seward, of New-York, from the committee on that subject, reported sundry resolu- 
tions, which were read and laid upon the table. [See them among the reports.] 

Mr. Walker, of Massachusetts, from the committee to inquire whether masonic oaths dis- 
qualify men for offices in the gift of the people, made a report, which was read .and laid upon 
tne table. 

The address to the people of the United States, reported by Mr. Holley, from the com- 
mittee on that subject, was taken up. 

Mr. Merrick, of Massachusetts, said, that he felt unwilling that the able and eloquent 
address to the people of the United States, reported by the committee, should be adopted by 
the convention, without drawing forth the expression of the opinions of its individual members. 

This address, he continued, is an appeal to the whole people, on a subject which, in these 
latter times, has been deemed, by no small portion of them, to be of the highest moment and 
deepest consequence. This strong feeling against free-masonry is of modern growth. For 
many years — now nearly a century — the masonic institution has existed within the United 
States ; and, during some portion of that period, has been cherished as an object of veneration 
and respect. It has met with the favour of the people. The members, and many also who, 
though not of its fellowship, have been strangely deluded to become its advocates, have repre- 
sented the institution as scarcely inferior in value to the prevailing religion of the land. In 
some respects, sir, an extraordinary infatuation has lauded it, as even of more worth than that 
inestimable religion. If such representations were correct ; if the praises which have been 
lavished, and the charms which nave been ascribed to it, were but its faithful portrait, then 
indeed is every effort to oppose its existence, its progress, and its triumph, most injudicious, and 
most unjust. How unwise, that we should be gathered together in this convention, to attempt 
the prostration of an institution, which is, in truth, shedding light and imparting comfort, not 
merely to the narrow circle of these United States, but all abroad, to the farthest verge of 
civilization. 

I do not yield to these opinions. I concur, sir, in the sentiments which the reported address 
before us expresses of free-masonry. I believe the institution is not only wholly worthless, 
but that it is positively injurious and bad; that it is false in nearly all its outward pre- 
tensions, and corrupt and rotten at the heart. I believe that its real principles and 
characteristics, shrouded as they have been in J,he mystery of its cherished secrets, tend 
to debase and degrade mankind; and that if all its obligations were practically observed 
in any community, containing a numerous fraternity within its limits, no government 
could stand before the inevitable conflict which would ensue. 

What is this institution of free-masonrv? Is it the work of the wisest of the princes 
of Judea, accomplished while he was building that gorgeous temple of Jerusalem, -which 
was the glory of his own, and the wonder of succeeding generations ? Did he call to 
his councils the royalty of Tyre, and, with him, and the son of the widow, withdraw 
to some hallowed recess, where, undisturbed by the claims of people, of government, and 
kingdoms, and temples, they might devise or reorganise some glorious institution to be sent 
down to the latest posterity, to bind men together by the strong bonds of brotherhood, 
and which, with the strength of union, should tend to the high elevation of personal 
character, the purity of morals, and the advancement of every earthly interest? And is 
this the free-masonry of our age — the wonderful production 01 their guarded conclave and 
anxious meditations? No, sir, never! King Solomon never meditated, never dreamed 
of such a thing. His robe of majesty bore no such sullied spot upon its folds ; and it is as 
unjust to his memory, as it is false in fact, to attempt to fix upon liim the paternity of an 
institution, which, if it were really the work of his creation, would dim the glory of his reign, 
and tarnish all the magnificence of his throne.’ But, instead of this boasted antiquity and regal 
birth, its age shrinks down before the gaze of historical investigation, and the searching eye of 
truth, to tne very last century that has gone by : and then, as one of your accepted reports 
satisfactorily establishes, it was seen emerging, with its first grand dignitary, from the Apple 
Tree Tavern, in 1717. It is but the “ creature of yesterday;” nor will it be a perversion 01 the 
text if we add, that “it knows nothing.” And it teaches nothing; for it has nothing valuable 
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of its own to teach. The moral virtues which are commended, and the religious sentiment* 
which are expressed in some of its published notices, are borrowed elsewhere for its own ad ■ 
vancement : it neither created, nor originally promulgated them, to enlighten and improve the 
world. Can this institution, thus resting, in its pretensions to its origin and age, upon the 
most palpable falsehoods, be the great fountain of morality, and the “ handmaid of religion V 9 
What religion does it teach ? In Christian lands it lays down the Bible upon its altar ; but, 
careless of its revelations, throws it by for the Koran in the land of the Turk. Nor is free- 
masonry, in principle or in fact, a benevolent institution. The outward version of its preten- 
sions, indeed, vaunts largely upon this interesting feature, which, it claims belongs to its 
character : but within, it is, at best, but a narrow, confined, and avaricious selfishness. Where 
are its deeds of charity abroad ? Whose sorrows have been soothed by its kind interference ? 
Look at the facts stated in the report of one of your commitees upon this subject ; and you find, 
that theTecords of one of the lodges in the city of Boston present the astonishing and appalling 
exhibition, that while in the period of about eighteen years, the sum of nineteen hundred dollars 
was expended — or wasted rather — in gaudy trappings, in insignificant trifles, and worse than 
useless refreshments, only thirty-five dollars was devoted to the claims of charity. Sir, 
extraordinary as this may appear, ! believe that, as a specimen, it does not very unfairly 
exhibit the appropriation of masonic funds in any quarter of the globe. Let the institution 
open the records of any of its lodges or chapters, on this or the other side of the Atlantic, and 
I think it will be found that, in London or in Boston, in Europe or in America, the distribution 
of charity will compare with the profligate extravagance of its expenses, in something like the 
proportion already mentioned. I doubt if the records of a single masonic congregation in our j 
country, whether it be lodge, or chapter, or encampment; whether they contain masters, 
knights, or monarchs, will exhibit a distribution of ten dollars in the hundred of its receipts to 
charitable purposes. What shall, or ought, to be said of the hoarding, or the expenditure, of 
the large balance which remains ? 

If this institution of free-masonry is thus destitute of science and of all means of instruction, 
if it be neither the almoner of charity nor the handmaid of religion, what are its principles, 
sind where is its character to be learned ? They may both, and all, be seen in its secret and 
tremendous obligations. 

At the late inauguration of the high officers of the general grand chapter of the United States 
at Washington, during the last winter, the deputy grand high priest — the same individual who 
had been the agent and officer to introduce free-masonry intern neighbouring republic, and 
which resulted in the direct production of civil conflict and intestine commotion — took into his 
hand a book of the constitution of the institution, and, speaking of the opponents of the order, 
observed, that if “ they would only read the prayers and charges contained in it, they would 
not say , 4 we are opposed to all conventions of men where such doctrines are taught.’ ” Who, 
sir, has opposed them ? Who has spoken aught against the moral virtues or loyal duties 
which are commended in these Books of Constitutions? Has any member of this convention 
ventured to assert, here or elsewhere, that charity is not a high virtue, patriotism not honoura- . 
ble, and religion not of most momentous concern ? No, sir ; no such thrng. We are opposing 
free-masonry from the most deep-rooted and solemn conviction of its injurious tendencies ; bu 
we are not struggling against the loyalty which is recommended in the charges, or the virtues 
which are sought for in the prayers of its Book of Constitutions. Our object and our cause 
involves no such necessity, because the Book of Constitutions is not free-masonry, nor does it 
expound its real, genuine, characteristics and principles. Whoever seeks to know what free- 
masonry truly is, must look far beyond such compilations, and beyond all the exaggerated 
panegyrics of its apologists and defenders. If any one should be so unwise os to suppose that 
all the learning and teaching of such works could initiate him into the doctrines and the 
knowledge of the craft, let him pry the experiment ; let him gamer in his mind all their 
contents ; and when his memory is lumbered with all the treasure he can gather from those 
resources, present himself for admission to a lodge. He will find quickly, that without other 
preparations, he cannot cross the threshhold of its steelrdefended door ; and if he ever enter, 
he will learn the humiliating and painful lesson, that these outward attractions have nothing to 
do with the haughty, despotic, and dangerous principles of its secret obligations. 

It is upon them only — its obligations, its oaths — upon which free-masonry exclusively 
rests. They make and constitute the institution. Without them it is nothing : with them 
every thing which we resist, which we denounce, and which we strive to overthrow^— 
Take them away, its spirit and its essence is gone — the institution itself is gone. With 
out them, it cannot be saved by its gorgeous titles, or its sounding paraphernalia; it will 
sink in spite of its crowns^ and mitres, and breast-plates. Far less can it find safety or 
life in its degrading formalities— in the miserable mummery of its signs, its grips, and its 
pass-words, or in the absolute nonsense of its Ma-ha-bone. Free-masonry stands and lives, 
alone, upon its oaths. They are the bonds which hold together what one of your 
committees has called, “ this great temple, whose walls are living men.” Take them 
away, and its walls fall asunder at once; and that lofty edifice shall crumble instantly 
into dust. That done, the work of desolation will not wait for the slow corrosion of 
passing ages to wear away the threads and fibres of its cable. They will burst at once. 

The victory will be complete, and the struggle over for ever. 

There are, then, two questions of an importance not transcended by any which will | 
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receive the deliberate consideration of this convention, which ought to he determined: Are 
the oaths of free-masonry known, and are they legally or morally binding upon its mem- 
bers? Those questions are, in the address before .us, briefly, but ably ana pertinently 
answered. It is affirmed that they are known, and that they have no binding force. 

It would have been my choice, tha.t the discussion of this subject should have been 
introduced and conducted by others. To dwell long and earnestly on this interesting question, 
may seem, in one who 1ms renounced the obligations of the mystic order, and who, more for- 
tunate than the grand master in the tragic story of its fabled origin, has escaped from the 
temple with his life, something like a manifestation of a want of personal vindication. Yet, 
sir, that is a feeling which has created with me no agitating anxieties. Whoever knows the 
relation in which i have stood, and in which I now stand, towards the masonic institution, 
cannot be insensible that I must long since have met and answered this question for myself. 
It was considered faithfully, and, to myself, was answered satisfactorily. It has been 
elsewhere met and most ably answered. It is done so in the argumentative report on that 
subject, submitted by the gentleman from New- York: and I believe, that the views therein 
expressed will stand the test of the most rigid investigation. Yet there may, perhaps, be 
some very familiar lights in which this question may be further presented. 

But, sir, though I have said that the obligatory character of masonic obligations had long 
since occupied my most careful consideration, I never felt, nor do I now feel, that I did make, 
or that it was in my power to make, any disclosures of masonic secrets. Long before I spoke 
openly to the public, the press had teemed with the revelations of Morgan. The “Light on 
Masonry,” compiled and published by one of the members of this convention, was shedding its 
rays m every direction. 

Great numbers of men of elevated and honourable character, in different and various parts of 
our country, had borne their personal testimony to the truth of the disclosures. What, there- 
fore, had before been secret was laid bare. Books, pamphlets, newspapers, had told, over and 
over again, the story of the hoarded mysteries of the craft ; and the proofs of the integrity of 
the revelations had swollen to a magnitude which no careful inquirer could possibly resist. To 
speak then was little ; it was but foflowing in the pathway which fearless integrity had already 
opened, and which had been made safe by the wide pervading jealousy of an alarmed and reso- 
lute people. Y et there was a time, when so to speak was most honourable daring Look back 
but yet a little while, to the day ot the meeting of the first Le Roy convention. Few moments 
of deeper interest can be found in the records of time. In the voluntary disclosures, and the 
bold emancipation of the individuals of that body, is seen a hardihood of integrity rarely paral- 
leled. To the fearless resolution and the intrepid virtue exhibited on that occasion I have paid, 
and shall not cease to pay, the homage of my unbounded respect. There are few men in any age, 
who, at a time like that, and surrounded as they were, would not have shrunk back from the im- 
pending responsibility of their situation. They stood isolated and alone. There were no surround- 
ing combinations to cheer and sustain them in their course. They had no guides but the convic- 
tion of duty ; no support but conscious rectitude. They had indeed one example ; but that ex- 
ample was dreadful and appalling. The light which but a brief space before had been 3truck up 
by the revelations of the western martyr, was quickly quenched in the deep waters of Niagara ; 
and the anxious but baffled solicitude of a rising people to discover the poor remains of a mur- 
dered victim, spoke in tones of admonition, which could not be disregarded. It was then, that 
those men moved forward with fearless step in the pathway which had led their only prede- 
cessor to shameless brutality and barbarous death. Sir, it was an act of high-minded valour, 
of disinterested and honourable patriotism, which stands boldly forth ; which merits, and I 
trust will not cease to receive, the decided approbation of every intelligent, impartial, and in- 
quiring mind. They discarded the oaths oi free-masonry. It was a daring act ; but it was 
not that alone : it was honest also. Those oaths ought never to have been regarded as having 
any binding force. 

I take it, sir, that on very obvious and familiar principles, the entire disregard of the oaths of 
free-masonry may be justified. I shall not occupy the tune of the convention by references to 
learned authorities, nor by citations from approved ethical writers. A few suggestions, arising 
from considerations which we are accustomed in all our daily avocations to apply, will be the 
extent of the argument on which I propose to enter. 

An oath is a promise sanctioned by a direct appeal to God for the fidelity with which it shall 
be observed. All promises are equally as binding as oaths. Yet from either, and from both, 
there are common and frequent cases of absolution. The oath taken by the forty men who 
bound themselves to take the life of Paul, mentioned in the Acts of the Apostles, is an obvious 
and plain instance of an engagement not binding. The wrong in that case, as in masonic ob- 
ligations, consisted in assuming it 

A promise obtained by fraud and misrepresentation is never regarded as obligatory. Go 
forth beyond these walls into the pleasant mart where we are assembled, and apply to some 
merchant, whom you deem an honourable man, for the purchase of some article of merchandise. 
He describes the article you propose to buy of him as of great value, of foreign growth, or 
manufacture, and of the best quality. Trusting to these representations, yqji make the pur- 
chase, and give to him your promissory note to secure the payment of the price agreed. It 
turns out afterwards that the article purchased was not in fact of foreign growth, or manufac- 
ture ; that it is a base, and spurious, and corrupt imitation, of very little, ifof any, value. Are 
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t bound irredeemably by your promise? Can the payment of that tom be compelled? or 
ild not the most scrupulously nonest man resist its collection ? Carry these questions to th* 
rt of law, and it shall be the concurrent testimony of the judge, who represents the justice 
wisdom of the country, and of the jury who represent the country itself that neither law, 
conscience, nor common sense, demands the performance of the promise, 
t is on the plainest of all principles, that free-masons are justified in breaking or disregard* 
the oaths which are imposed on them as craftsmen. They are all allured into the institu- 
l bv the grossest misrepresentations, and the most positive falsehoods. I shall advert to but 
y lew of them. . 

^he candidate is made to understand, by all the pretensions of free-masonry, that the insti- 
on is very ancient. If the Monitor, published by Mr. Webb, and approved of by grand 
jes, is put into his hands, almost the first sentence he reads is, that “ ever since harmony I 
)layed her charms, our order has had a being.” What more flagrant deception than this 
be practised ? An assurance, positively and gravely given, that free-masonry was in being 
en the rhorning stars first sang together I Yet even this palpable misrepresentation is hardly 
rior to many by which the initiate is betrayed from one step to another. And I cannot but 
lark here, although not exactly in place, that before the candidate is permitted to enter within 
walls of a lodge room, he is induced to make confessions and assertions, which are some- 
es hardly consistent with truth, and which, it seems to me, must often be absolutely false, 
ormula is presented as he offers himself for admission, which is hastily read to him, and a# 
tily answered, according to the directions given j so that he declares tnat he seeks to enter 
institution “ unbiassed by friends,” “ uninfluenced by mercenary motives,” and “ from a 
;ere wish of being serviceable to his fellow-creatures.” To these answers an affirmative is 
ays to be given ; but surely they cannot always be given with truth. For besides one of 
inducements which is mentioned, there is almost always another — I mean curiosity ; which 
, I believe, in fact, been the most prevailing motive to draw men within the ceremonies, 
ich he is told are to lead to knowledge, and to end in sublimity. Few men have, I believe, 
r entered within the mystic circle, without being strongly moved by a high and excited 
iosity. Yet that feeling is doomed to experience an early and total disappointment. He 
er finds the treasures of learning which he hoped to see unfolded to his view j he is roused 
no grand objects, which meet his anticipations of the sublime, and dim indeed is the light 
ich blesses his vision as he is brought out of darkness. Yet for the hoped-for brightness 
ich is blazing within, the candidate submits to a bandage upon his eyes without, and hr 
3 uded in darkness, as a fit preparation for an entrance upon the ceremonies which are before 
i. In this groping condition, cable-towed and haltered, ne is subjected to, and bound by. the 
t oath of free-masonry. When that bond is on, and that shackle fastened, he is brought to 
light of masonry ; not to the glorious light of day ; not to the effulgence of the sun in its 
zlmg radiance ; not to the lights of learning and science, enlarging the powers and capaci- 
of the mind, displaying the beauties of nature and the wonders of the arts j ndt to the be- 
olent beams of religion, pointing to the skies, and holding forth the way ; but to the light 
nasonry ; to the light, namely, of three burning tapers, scientifically placed in a triangular 

f a grosser or more palpable misrepresentation can be made than the assertion to a can* 
ite, that masonry is of itself a science, or that it has within itself any peculiar means 
nstruction in science, let him speak it who can. I am not able to imagine a stronger 
3 of deception. From the beginning to the end it is all of a piece. From the poor specimen i 
ive mentioned, the initiate goes on from step to step, and from one degree to another, alter- 
riy blindfolded and enlightened, groping amid the absurd ceremonies of the order, in the vain 
e of attaining to the ends which he had been assured should at last be reached. But reli- 

l, science, and polite learning, will for ever elude his grasp within the circle of the lodge 

m. When, however, he has been raised to masonic sublimity, and passed several degrees 
ond that, and is at last “ exalted” to the royal arch, the polite learning of the order breathed 
h its harmony in delightful verse. When he reaches tne chamber of the council, he may 
*e hear the “ most excellent” priest, adorned in his sacerdotal vestments, with the mitre on 
head, bearing the inscription, “Holiness to the Lord,” mumbling, with an attendant king 

scribe, as they raise the “ living arch,” this miserable doggrel : 

We three do agree, 

To live in peace and unity ; 

We three do agree, 

His holy word to' search ; 

We three do agree, 

To raise this living arch. 

o much, sir, for the learning of this braggart order. Its helps in the service of religion am I 
te as impotent and contemptible. In the course of the ceremonies of admission to the degree 
lark master? for instance, it undertakes to give an exposition of that text in the Apocalypse. 

,ch declares, that “ to him that overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden manna, ana wil 
3 a white stone f and in the stone a new name written, which no man knoweth saving him that 
uveth it.” This figurative passage, which, if it be something mystical in its peculiar phrase* 
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initials of the words Hiram, Tyrian, Widow’s Son, Sent to Kins; Solomon ! 

There are other ceremonies m which the scriptures are degraded, and its teachings and its 
Author little less than blasphemed. The candidate, when about to he “exalted” to the “ sub- 
lime” degree of royal arch companion, is blindfolded and hampered with cords. In that situa- 
tion he is led on, and made to go through what he is told represents the passage across the 
wilderness up to the rebuilding of the temple, in the time of Cyrus. To him, indeed, it is a 
wilderness of confusion ; for whatever of obstruction can be thrown in his way by the merry 
companions is accumulated for his embarrassment. Chairs, tables, billets of wood, and what- 
ever other moveable substance can be readily commanded, are piled in his way to convert the 
fiction of a “ rough and rugged path” into reality ; and the perplexity of the blinded wayfarer 
becomes high sport to the surrounding observers. In the midst of this scene of noisy confusion 
and obstreperous mirth, the candidate is turned aside to behold a mimic spectacle of the “ burn- 
ing bush ;” and a companion pronounces, in the language of the Almighty to his chosen servant, 
“Put off thy shoes from oft thy feet; for the place whereon thou standest is holy ground.” 
Sir, this is most derogatory to the eternal word. At such a time, in such a place, and for such 
purposes, what more unworthy, than that a craftsman of the order should take upon his lips 
the solemn warning of Jehovah, ^and, as his representative, should dare blasphemously to pro- 
claim, “ Put off thy shoes ; for the place whereon thou standest is holy ground.” 

It ns by such interpretations, and such spectacles as these, that religion is degraded, and her 
altars profaned ! 

Yet these are but brief notices of a few of the direct misrepresentations with which free- 
masonry abounds. Its falsehoods are gjowing and numerous ; and if deception is ever to be 
permitted to operate as a dissolution from the obligations of a promise, it would be difficult, if 
not impossible, to find a case in which the principle could be more appropriately applied, than 
to the obligations of this mystic and hypocritical order. 

There is another view of this subject, which will readily occur to every mind. An oath to 
do wrong, or not to do right, is never obligatory. The case of the “ forty men” has been 
already suggested. The moral obligation of every citizen, with respect to such oaths, is alto- 
gether the other way ; they are “ more honoured in the breach than in the observance.” Apply 
this principle to free-masonry, and see whether its oaths can stand the test of die ordeal. 

The address before us contains a faithful and accurate abstract of the oaths of the order. 
That abstract is satisfactory to me ; more so than the imperfect sketches in the report of an- 
other committee, of which I was a member, and which, without some amendment, I think ought 
not to be adopted. I shall not dwell upon many of the topics suggested by the numerous obli- 
gations from which the address has made extracts. It will answer all my purposes of illustra- 
tion to confine myself to one. In several of the degrees, commencing with that of the fellow 


come a member.” This oath is positive, peremptory, distinct, and unequivocal. Its real mean- 
ing cannot be misapprehended ; the laws of the respective masonic societies of which the indi- 
vidual may be a member, are to be observed at all events. I am not insensible that the modern 
defenders of the institution, feeling the pressure of this application of its principles, have en- 
deavoured, with ingenious sophistry, to withdraw attention from the plain language of the oath 
itself to the exhortations to. loyalty contained in the charges published in the Book of Consti- 
tutions. But if it had been really intended, that these several oaths should be regarded as 
entirely subordinate to moral duty and civil and patriotic obligations, it would have been wise 
and natural to have incorporated some intimation of such design into the oath itself, r^her than 
to have left the candidate to the perplexity of the conflict between the absolute promise on the 
one hand, and the subsequent exhortation on the other. 

It is not from the commentary of any learned and ingenious advocate, who now comes for- 
ward to apologize for and defend the institution, that we are to learn the real doctrines of its 
obligations. Its own words are too plain to admit of any perversion ; and besides, the grand 
lodges have, for themselves, given a construction which is in accordance with the positions which 
we assume. The grand lodge of New- York has openly proclaimed, “ that every grand lodge 
has an inherent power, and authority : that they are an absolute and independent body, 
with legislative authority.” In other instances, when disorders have arisen among the sub- 
ordinate lodges, directions and instructions have been given, in which they say, substantially, 
go back to your oaths and obligations, and learn there a lesson of passive and absolute obe- 
dience to the jafrs and regulations of our enactment. * 

14 then, the case ajiall ever arise, that a chapter or a lodge shall establish laws ? the operation 
*of which will conflict with the enactments of the state, the masonic requisition is obedience to 
itself, and conflict with the government. And whoever of its members refuses or declines this 
deep and humiliating obedience, may read the hazard of resistance in the barbarous penalties 
of his own invocation. His “ heart must be tom from his bosom ;” “ his vitals ^ plu<iedffrpm 
his body and masonic vengeance, still unsatisfied by this bloody immolation, raises % 
resting place to these motionless remains, but they must be “ burnt to ashes, and scattered to 
the four winds of heaven,” 
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' Such is the result which must at last bo reached, if the laws of free-masonry. as they are 
established in its baleful obligations, are practically and fully enforced. In this light, no One 
can fail to see, that they are at war with every principle which ought to govern mankind m 
all their social relations. From the possibility of such a disastrous conclusion, it is the bounden 
duty of every individual to escape by absolving himself from a connection with, or submission 
to, such despotic and unhallowed obligations. He should fly at once : and without waiting 
for contingent aids in the lapse of time, like the great conqueror of old, he should cut the 
Gordian knot which hinders him in his struggle in the pathway to freedom and to peace. 

Sir, from the most lawful and sacred oaths which can be administered, there may sometimes 
exist circumstances, which create the most perfect absolution. There are no earthly ties 
which should be stronger than those which bind us to our country. Yet, go back to the 
patriotic age of our own revolution, and behold our fathers, congregated in this city, in the 
consecrated Hall of Independence. Many, if not all of them, had taken the long, and compli- 
cated, and solemn oath of allegiance to the British king ; yet when the grievances ofhis imposi- 
tion seemed to them too heavy to be bome ; and the oppressions ofhis government were weigh- 
ing down the expansive energies of these rising colonies, upon their high responsibility, they fell 
back upon die first principles of human nature, and emancipating themselves and their fellow 
citizens from all oaths of allegiance, gave freedom a new birth-place in this land of liberty. 
Sir, the immortal father of his country won that imperishable fame, which shall never fhcfe, 
by lifting the glittering steel of the patriot soldier, above the neglected oath, which had once 
bound him to the British throne. 

Whatever was formerly the condition and situation of the members of the masonic institu- 
tion ; whatever were once their obligations and duties towards it, the peculiar circumstances 
of the present age have now changed them all. There were once secrets belonging to it. It 
once had its signs, grips, pass-words ; its secret lectures and its darkly shrouded oaths. But 
they are now hidden from the public gaze no more. Every thing of its own has been exposed ; 
and. the proofs of the truth of the revelations have long since swollen to a magnitude, against 
which no obstinacy or unbelief can stand. It were as easy, as wise, and as honest, to poubt 
of the existence of the cities of London or Paris, as to hesitate in believing that the hoarded 
arcana of free-masonry have been exposed. Testimony has sprung upon every side, and the 
concurrent evidence of unnumbered witnesses leaves no way of escape to the sophisms of doubt, 
or the distrust of incredulity. ^ 

What, then, is now the situation of those who still feel themselves shut up, as in the vassal- 
age of this once towering institution ? What still remains to be done by those who are yet 
lingering in the rear? If there were once difficulties, frowning and apparently insurmountable, 
in the way of escape, they exist no more ; for fearless pioneers have levelled them with the 
earth. Wo bond can again be broken by the developement of the secrets of free-masonry, 
for that has already been done — totally, effectually — beyond the possibility of a repetition, if 
there be ought else which can be disclosed, it must be only of crimes which have been com- 
mitted, or conspiracies to accomplish them hereafter. And if, in any of its dark recesses, such 
things are — shall the veil of masonry hide them from the public eye, or its shield save die 
perpetrator from the arm of public justice ? 

No 1 silence here, were participation in the guilt. The way is open and plain, simple and 
free. Let all escape from the dominion of this despotic institution, and renounce their allegi- 
ance to it at once, and for ever. And we bid them come ; not as to a triumph with us — lor 
there is no triumph — but to rejoice with us in the peacefulness of a satisfied conscience. Those 
who have broken away from the bonds wherewith they were once ignobly fastened to free- 
masonry, are, I trust, seeking for nothing like outward praise — far less for any thing like 
recompense or reward. They have but done their duty : and for one, I should as soon look 
for the voice of praise for having kept my hand from the violence of robbery, as for yielding .to 
the most conscientious convictions of duty in the renunciation which I have uttered. ‘ It is, 
we repeat it, a plain duty ; and we bid them come — and they will find, that the slanders which 
have been spent against us, are as unfounded as they are cruel, as harmless as they are 
unjust. Let them look forth on those who have gone before, and see if they bear upon them 
the marks of tortured minds, and broken hearts. And if they will lohk with unclouded eyes, 
they will behold no withering with anxiety, no unmanly exultation in triumph ; but they will 
see that tranquil satisfaction, and that immovable firmness of purpose, which are created aftd 
confirmed by the clearest convictions of duty. 

Sir, there is an unerring monitor within, which speaks in tones which will be heard, a nd bt 
language which cannot be misconstrued. If that voice whispers peace, we may be sure that 
all is well. The storm may beat upon the outward Wall, but it shall not perish, tor its founda- 
tion is on the rock. Let this consideration hush the fears and animate the virtues of those 
on whom we call, and prevail with them to take that one step, which will not lift them on 
high, but will establish them on the solid resting-place of peace and contentment. As they 
depart from free-masonry, its kings must throw off the robe of royalty ; its priests cast away 


will realize, that these acts wifi altogether approve themselves to the understanding/ and ptMB 
within the heart an inestimable treasure, which the world cannot give, and whfih it cannot 
take away. 
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Ms. Thachek, of Maisac^usetts, said he did not rise for die purpose of eulogising the 
address which had been- prepared and laid before the convention, for consideration and 
acceptance. He thought that this would be altogether unnecessary after what had been 
said by the gentleman on his left, his respected colleague from Massachusetts. The address 
moreover,, he continued, speaks for itself It speaks for itself to the members of this 
convention : and it will speak for itself when, (as I trust it wdl,) it goes forth to the 
people of the United States. All, therefore, that I can say in its favour on this occasion, 
would be like holding up the dim taper of the lodge -room, to aid the light of the sun. 
I rise on this occasion to introduce two or three facts to elucidate the principles advanced 
in the address, and which ought to come within the knowledge of this convention, and every 
individual in this respected audience. In the address before this convention for considera- 
tion, and in the remarks which have been made by the gentleman on my left, we have had 
brought to view the imposition of the masonic institution, in the measures which have been 
taken to induce individuals to become members of the masonic fraternity. 

I confess, in the presence of this convention, and this respected audience, that I have 
been .one of those who have been duped and decoyed, and made to pass through the 
degrading ceremonies of the lodge-room. This stain upon my religious and moral character, 
I do not expect ever to wipe away. But I am willing a record of my folly, and I will say 
wickedness, should stand m high relief with the record of the Psalmists iniquity, when he 
transgressed the laws of God and Israel, in the matter of Uriah. 

I have said that I was decoyed. So 1 was, Mr. President ; for I had held up to my view 
false representations. I was told by a respectable clergyman, whom I esteemed, and in 
whom I placed implicit confidence, who had taken many degrees of the order, that there 
was in that institution, that which was exceedingly valuable to define certain passages of 
scripture, which could hot be satisfactorily explained without masonic light: many pas- 
sages in the epistles of Paul, and in the revelation of John the divine, to some of wnich 
we have had allusion, were to be seen in their literal meaning in the ceremonies of the 
lodge and chapter. This and many other considerations which time would fail me to 
mention, induced me to apply to a respected friend and relative, to propose me as a candidate 
for the lodge. This he cheerfully did. 

I was proposed to the lodge before knowing any thing of the outrage on William Morgan. 
I sfibuld nave known these facts if, as has been stated, tne public press had not been muzzled. 
But at that time there was not a paper in Massachusetts, and I know not of any in the New 
England states, that dared record a syllable in respect to these facts. I was entirely ignorant 
of wh&t had taken place at Batavia. 

After I was proposed to the lodge, I accidentally had an opportunity to see one of Morgan’s 
books. It was put in my hands by a free-mason, merely to excite my curiosity, with this 
declaration: that the book was put m circulation to accomplish a political purpose, and that 
of making money by the compiler : that in this book the compiler had incorporated certain 
formalities in tne Book of Constitutions and Monitor, and sent it forth to the world as 
masonry, and wished me to see what imposition was practised. I gave the book a cursory 
reading. I said to myself, this cannot be fre e-masonry ; it is too frivolous. It did excite my 
curiosity. It led me to converse with respectable members of the institution, relative to the 
subjects therein contained. 

lconversed with a member of the institution in Providence, Rhode Island, who was a man 
of high character in the fraternity, and a member of the encampment, who had been master of 
a lodge for many years, and was esteemed what was technically called, a bright mason. He 
told me that Morgan’s illustrations gave the fraternity no uneasiness whatever. He said it 
did not touch the subject of free-masonry ; that it had nothing to do with the secrets of that 
institution. He supposed that Morgan was a mason, and a man of some address, but a worth- 
less fellow of no character, a miscreant and drunkard ; and that he was not murdered. If he 
was murdered at all, it was not by masons, but that the mob had beset him on this principle. 
They said that if he told the truth^ he ought to die for violating those solemn obligations, 
which he professed to have taken ; if not, he ought to die for imposing upon the public. In 
consequence of what was said by this gentleman, and as I had been proposed to the lodge, I 
went forward and was initiated. As soon asl had entered the preparation room, and after I 
had been made to subscribe and declare to what has been presented as formulas, they began 
to prepare me for the rites and ceremonies. I then discovered that it was Morgan masonry. 

I remarked this to the junior warden. He said that some things were similar, but if I advanced 
I would soon be satisfied, and rejoice in becoming a member of the fraternity, as others had 
done; and I was told that Washington, Warren, and La Fayette had done the same before 
me ; and I was, according to the illustration of Morgan, divested of all my apparel, to the last 
remnant of decency. I was clad in a pair of drawers, and a cable- tow, or a rope, fastened 
round my neck, i was blindfolded, ana, in this manner, led to the door of the lodge, where 
there were three distinct knocks, and answers, Who comes there? who comes there? who 
comes there? 

I was conducted in, and about the lodge, round, and round, and round. Not an individual 
did I know ; not a face, not even of the master, for he too was a stranger. I had seen tho 
junior warden who came to prepare me, and one other associate. J was fastened with a cable* 
)qw, and how could I retreat if disposed? Where was my apparel ? Could I go into the 
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street in my then situation ? I passed through the three first degrees of free-masonry in one 
night. I went through in conformity with a dispensation of the grand lodge. 

The same evening, after I had passed through the ceremonies, the master of the lodge 
administered the test oath, and gave what is called the check degree. He said that was 
necessary, because a worthless fellow at Batavia had disclosed the secrets of masonry as for as 
the third degree, and said if others got our keys, we must put on new locks. From this time, 
J discovered, that the illustrations of masonry had been studied assiduously by members of the 
lodges, in order to render them what is technically called bright masons. And 1 have known 
those illustrations to have been studied by differentlodges, that they might be familiar with the 
rites ana ceremonies of the institution. 

In view of such impositions as these, I feel myself perfectly free in denouncing the oaths and 
ceremonies of the order. If any man judges me guilty of moral perjury, I am willing to bear 
the shame for ever ; I glory in such perjury as this ; I came forward and burst the bands, 
from a religious regard to the best interests of my country, and from a solicitude that young 
men might be prevented from being taken in the same snare ; and if the declaration which I 
have made, and the record of my folly, should be the means of preventing one man from being 
ensnared as I have been, I shall feel myself paid a thousand times. 

Another thing to which allusion has been made, is the binding nature of masonic oaths. 
I do not wish to add any thing to what has been said by my colleague from Massachusetts ; 

' but will merely state, that the address has taken for granted, that masons consider their oaths 
as literally binding. This position deserves some consideration. I believe it has not been con- 
sidered by any member, because members, since the abduction of Morgan, have maintained 
before the uninitiated, that these obligations were never considered binding ; that no member 
ever felt himself bound to cut a brother’s throat, or to earry into execution any part of the 
penalties, as literally expressed. They would acknowledge that there was a mystical mean- 
ing in these penalties. 

I think that ample proof has been adduced, to show that masons have felt themselves, bound 
to execute the penalties of this obligation. And I would ask, what is the meaning of all the 


posing him to the contempt of the whole fraternity, and the world, but of our illustrious order 
more especially, during his whole natural life.” 

Any person who has been in any degree acquainted with the excitement in anti-masonry, 
must perceive that this obligation has been executed to the very letter, in every respect. There 
is not a seceder in the land, who has not been followed by calumny, and pointed out to the 
world as an unworthy vagabond. There are gentlemen on my right and on my left, of whom 
I have heard it stated, that they are drunken and worthless wretches. I could name one who 
was declared to be out of business, a street vagabond, going about from shop to shop, and from 
door to door, without regard to decency or moral character. I have since learned that he is in 
high repute, in respectable business, and highly esteemed for his religious and moral character. 

I will not multiply examples in this particular, but will adduce facts to show that masons 
have considered it their duty- to execute the bloody part of their masonic oaths. We have evi- 
dence that Morgan was murdered agreeably to masonic law. It is said by masons that the 
authors of Jachin and Boaz, and Pritchard, were put to death. $ut ra y neighbourhood it 
has been said repeatedly, not by the least of the order, but by high priests and grand prelates, 
that if Morgan had been put to death, he had been served justly and rightly. A member of 
the encampment in Massachusetts and Rhode Island, in my own neighbourhood, conversed 
with me relative to the abduction of Morgan. He expressed it, as his view decidedly, and he 
was acquainted with the rights and principles of the institution, and I viewed him to be an 
upright man, that the masonic law should be executed, and gave this as a reason, that masonic 
law was antecedent to civil law. He regretted, however, that the Morgan affair had not been 
conducted more deliberately and prudently, and saved all this noise, and excitement, and in- 
jury to the fraternity. And to illustrate his views, he. brought an example with which he was 
acquainted : either a brother-in-law to his wife, or himself 

Peter and John (I will use fictitious names,) were residents in one of the back towns of 
Rhode Island. Peter was a regularly made mason and a member of the lodge. He instructs 
John clandestinely in the rites and ceremonies of the institution. By means of this instruction, 
John works himself into the lodge ; he is received as a member, ana obtains the office, I think, 
of junior warden. After having been some time a member of the lodge, it leaked out, that 
Peter had instructed John clandestinely. John was made over again, and the oaths adminis- 
tered in due and legal form, and he was retained as a member of the institution. Peter very 
soon after happened to be in Providence at a time when the grand lodge was in session. They 
summoned him to appear before them ; and in obedience to their call and the master’s oath, by 
whieh he had promised to obey all signs, Ac. he obeyed. They had certain resolute nigrmoFn 
appointed to take care of him. They did take care of him ; they murdered him* Aud-fart* 
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informed that he Was taken down the Providenoe River. The report was, that he had ab- 
scortded. 

I will name but one instance more, and that is, of warning & brother of danger. A nnwn nj<» 
deputy sheriff pursued two villains to the cape, who had been breaking open stores in Provi- 
dence. He was successful in apprehending them, and brought them part way back ; but they 
made known to him that they were 'masons, and he put them in custody of some masonic 
brethren, and went another way, under pretence, as he stated, of apprehending other rogues. 
He had scarcely turned his back, before the men were missing* and it appeared he had put 
them in possession of his brethren in this way, in order that they might be missing. He did 
not want to dismiss them himself but was willing that others should do what he was unw illing 
to do himself. 

I have these facts upon substantial evidence, and bring them forward to show, that masons 
have considered their oaths binding, to the letter ; and consequently, the position taken in the 
address before us, is substantially correct. Since I have been in this city, I have conversed 
with a venerable and respectable clergyman, whom I well knew in my youth ; and in ‘respect 
to this subject, he told me, that he had been a mason for many years ; but for more than thirty 
years he had had the same opinion of the institution, that it was dangerous to society, and sub- 
versive of good order ; and that thirty years ago, he had a deliberate conversation with his 
father, whether he should not sit down and write and publish all he knew. His father, upon 
due consideration, advised him not to do so, saying, that he would not be believed, and that he 
would lose his character and life, if he did it. 

Mr. Newell, a missionary to the east, some time since deceased, was induced to take the 
masonic degrees before he sailed. When he took the knight-templar’s degree, he was so dis- 
gusted, that he said to his companion, “Why have you suffered me to be so imposed upon ; 
my feelings have been shocked by these blasphemous rites. I will sit down ana write all I 
know about it, and expose it to the world, so that others may not be duped as I have been.” 
His friend argued with him till midnight, to induce him not to carry his plan into execution, 
saying to him, that by such an act he would destroy his character and lose nis life. 

it has been stated m the address submitted for our consideration, that free-masons ought not 
to be eligible to offices of power and trust ; that they are disqualified by the oaths which they 
have taken, to fhlfil such offices as the interests of the country require. This has been cor* 
sidered on the ground that they have taken these obligations. 

There is another part, to which I will just allude. It appears to me, that free-masons who / 
still adhere to the order, have disfranchized themselves. They belong to a distinct and separate 
government, having no connection with the government of these United States. They have 
a constitution and laws, which must come in collision with the laws of our own country. Now, „ 
would we elect a Canadian to an office of power and trust in these United States? Wonld we 
take from Great Britain a President for the United States, or take upon the bench a chief jus- 
tice of the Union, belonging to another government? I think it worthy of remark, that they 
who belong to a government, sui generis distinct from all other governments, and if they be- 
long to a separate government, the position laid down in the address, is correct, and ought to 
be maintained. I will not say that all the members of the fraternity are ineligible to office. 
For there are many who sincerely desire, with all their hearts, to be free ; but scruples, and 
many other strong cords, bind them to the fraternity. But those who adhere to them, and are 
with them in heart, and consider themselves bound by their oaths and obligations, I do think 
are ineligible to offices of power and trust. 

It is unnecessary for me to detain, and consume the time of this convention. We have the' 
address before us, and I have no doubt but it will be adopted. I shall vote for it, very cordially. 

It is sufficient for this convention, and the support of it is sufficient for us, that we may all par- 
ticipate in it. We have, by virtue of an ex post facto law, passed about one month since, been 
excluded from the Hall of Independence : but a note has ascended from this saloon, which 
shall be wafted by every breeze, and thrill on every zephyr, in the east, in the west, in the 
north and in the south. And I trust, that future generations will find by happy experience, 
that the trumpet did pot give an uncertain sound — that multitudes were ready to prepare them- 
selves for battle. 

Mr. Dexter, of Michigan. — Mr. President : I would, with other gentlemen* who have 
preceded me. give my Voice in favour of the ability and truth of the address to the people of 
the United States. 

The strong ground taken by that address, I presume to be this : that free-masonry is an 
empire of itself distinct from every government within whose limits it exists ; that it has its 
laws paramount to allother laws, its altars and its priests exalted above the religion of the 
land. 

Let it never be forgotten, that, in these United Staes, there are from one to two hundred 
thousand men, who have sworn allegiance to laws not recognized by our constitution — laws in 
direct opposition to those of our lan<£— laws cruel and abominable. This is not mere theory in 
the masonic institution; but has been reduced to practice. We have seen these unlawful 
oaths developed by the conduct of those who have sworn fealty to them. Can it be doubted 
for a moment that the developements of masonry, by Bernard and others, are true ? We have, 
sir, the substantial testimony of about five thousand seceding masons to this effect In 
addition to this, we have circumstantial evidence that is irresistible. Why was Morgan 
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murdered, if his book was not true? Why are seeeders so bitterly persecuted, if it be not 
pursuant to masonic oaths? We hare the text and the commentary, in the masonic oaths, 
and the conduct of masons for the last four years. 

Here, then, is a masonic empire standing on its own foundation : subordinate to no law, human 
or divine. Its subjects are sworn, if they are master masons, to http each other’s secrets, murder 
and treason excepted, and that tyt to their own election— to obey the grand hailing sign <*/* distress 
sent them from a brother at the risk qf their own Uses, They are sworn, if they are royal arch 
masons, to keep each other’s secrets, murder and treason not excepted— to rescue each other from 
danger right or wrong . They are sworn, if they are illustrious knights of the cross, to revenge 
each other’s injuries, and support each other’s political preferment. They are sworn, if they are 
elected knights of nine, or illustrious elected of fifteen, to put to death any seceding mason of 
those degrees. There is, moreover, a penalty of barbarous death attached to each degree from 
the lowest to the highest, with one or two exceptions. 

Will any man say, that this is not masonry? The edifice is one, the institution is one. 
Will any mason deny that the upper degrees are genuine free-masonry ? He may say that he 
is ignorant of those degrees ; but if he is ignorant of any part of this institution, especially of 
one so deeply suspected, he is ignorant at his peril. He gives the sanction of his name and 
influence to masonry, and he is bound to have every reasonable assurance that the institution 
is pure. 

What constitutes an American citizen ? Is it that he lives within the limits of these United 
States — that he was bom within certain boundaries, or has since submitted to certain ceremo- 
nies of naturalization? These, sir, may be necessary, but he only is at heart an American, 
who venerates the pure republicanism which our fathers bled to maintain — he who acknow- 
ledges no laws paramount to those of his country and his God. 

When a citizen of these United States kneels at the altar of masonry, when he swears 
allegiance to her laws, he snaps asunder the ties thathind him to his country - } he cannot at 
the same time be the citizen of a free republic, and the subject of a despotic empire. 

The address to which I have referred most justly observes, “ That all foreigners, even the 
most enlightened, though they may be perfectly honest and capable, though they may reside 
with us to their life’s end, and be practical converts to the truth and beauty of our systems, are 
disqualified by being the subjects of other governments. By stronger reasons, adhering 
masons are disqualified.” Of this, sir, there can be no doubt. There are certain ties that 
bind man to man, independent of all human government. It is the law of love, expressed in 
the comprehensive words, to do to others as we would that they should do to us. We are the 
children of the same common parent, the subjects of the same divine authority. Wherever we 
live, we may be the citizens of that great community, bound together by love to man and love 
to God. But free-masonry is bound by other ties — those of revenge and murder. The bonds 
which unite masons together, separate them from the rest of the world. There axe ties, where 
the Christian religion is unknown, which the God of Nature has established, which bind man 
to man : these masonry has thrown off. There are other and dearer ties, which bind Chris- 
tians together all over the civilized world : wherever the Christian goes, he may find a Christian 
brother : but masonry has broken those holy ties with the rest. Nothing must interfere with 
her dark dominion : her priests, her altar, her laws, must be supreme. Every kind affection, 
every virtuous sentiment, every holy principle, must be prostrated in the dust beneath the 
wheels of the chariot of this idol of secrecy and sin. 

Free-masonry, by mingling prayers with bloody and profane oaths, by unking the 
mummery of masonry with passages from holy writ, by its impious titles, such as “Most 
Worshipful,” and “Kong of Heaven,” by insinuations in the lower degrees, and direct decla- 
rations in the higher, stands forth as the apostle of Deism, if not of Atheism. In the knights 
adepts of the eagle and the sun, the mason is thus addressed : “ Behold this monster which you 
must conquer — a serpent which we detest as an idol, that is adored by the idiot and vulgar under 
the name of religion .” 

The sages of other times, who were not blessed with the light of Christianity, felt the 
necessity of religion. Altars were built and temples were raised to a host of divinities : their 
praises were celebrated by the poet, and the philosopher bowed before their altars. It was 
not, sir, merely to catch the eye of idiot wonder, that the splendid temples of the heathen 
gods Were thrown open to view ; it was not merely to exalt the priest, that in his gorgeous 
and hallowed vestments, he burnt incense on the altar of the Roman and Grecian Jupiter. 
Other and higher purposes were to be answered. The experience of the world has shown, 
that man was maae for religion, and religion for man. Remove from him those sentiments 
which the all-seeing eye imposes on him, burst asunder the links which unite him to the throne 
of the Creator, and man is worse than a wild beast. So for from being fit to govern others, he 
would have no capacity for controlling himself 

Masonry, then, tears asunder, not only the ties which unite the citizens of a nation to each 
other, but the sacred bonds which bind man to man, and man to his God. 

Will it be said, that these oaths, although taken by masons, are not considered by them to 
be binding? It is impossible to look into the heart of man; this can be done only by his 
Maker; but it is fair to presume that evil practice is the result of wicked principles: that 
masonic oaths are carried into action, unless they are renounced by the recipient. I Know, 
rir, of no tyranny equal to this. The despotisms of Europe are liberty itself, compared with 
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tbedbminkm winch this secret society usurps over the conscience. Confine me in the deepest 
dungeon that cruelty has invented — f >ind me in c h ai n s — my spirit is yet free : the soul cannot 
be bound with iron hands ; it may still wander through the regions of space, revisit the dear 
scenes of its home, and rise in adoration to its God. But masonry has devised chains which 
bind the very soul down to darkness and spiritual death. The unfortunate being who is 
enticed within its coils, is led from step to step, oath after oath is administered ; all that 
deception, hope, fear, shame, and curiosity can effect, is done for the purpose of leading the 
candidate deeper and deeper into the dungeons of this inquisition ; the cords of masonry are 
drawn harder and closer around their victim, until moral energy is vanquished ; and, like 
Laoooon in the embrace of the serpent, limb after limb is enfolded ; resistance becomes weaker 
and weaker, until the monster has poisoned with his breath, add paralyzed within his coils, the 
wretched victim of his cunning ferocity. It is thuvsir, that the soul is conquered ; virtuous 
feelings are weakened; the murmurs of conscience are smothered; until at last man’s 
guardian angel takes his flight, and the whole demon takes possession of his soul. 

If this, sir, seems to be the , language of exaggeration, I refer you to the history of the 
abduction of Morgan : men upon whose character there was no previous stain, became cor- 
rupted by masonic oaths, until virtuous principles were conquered, and they who had been 
good citizens until this monster had transformed them, now rose in rebellion against the laws 
of their country. They who were husbands and fathers, robbed the wife of her husband, and 
children of their parent ; they whose hands had been unstained, now found them red with 
the blood of an unoffending citizen. For these reasons, I say, and so says the address, and 
so will every candid man say, that those who have taken these oaths, and confess their binding 
obligation, are unworthy to exercise any office of trust under our free institutions. 

Mb. Slade, of Vermont, said he rose under much embarrassment, after the able addresses 
which had been drawn forth by the report under consideration ; but ne could not permit the 
occasion to pass without an expression of his views in connexion with its adoption. 

We are. Mr. President, about to address our countrymen on a deeply interesting subject. 
The number and character of those we represent, the subject of ouf deliberations, ana the 
influence which they may exert upon our country and upon the world, give to the act we are 
about to perform, a character of peculiar interest. 

The spirit of free inquiry has been roused into action by a daring invasion of the rights of 
one of our fellow citizens. He was a member of the masonic institution. He had violated its 
laws, and been doomed to suffer the execution of their penalty. The jealous spirit of free- 
men was awakened, and their virtuous indignation enkindled. Free-masons had kidnapped 
and murdered a fellow citizen, whose only crime was a violation of the secrets of their order ; 
and those secrets, thus revealed, and thus proved by the acts of masons themselves to have been 
truly revealed- presented, when brought to the light, a spectacle which excited the strong and 
deep disapprobation of the community. The excitement, at first confined to a small section of 
the state or New-York, moved onward in the train of truth and reason. The cloud which, at 
first, appeared in the distant horizon, “ like a man’s hand,” soon rose and spread across the 
heavens, and already overshadows half our country. 

The feeling Which thus has assumed a distinct form, and a national character, was originally 
treated as wild and ridiculous fanaticism. It was called a “ Jack-Cade excitement ;” and the 
men who stood up in the face of a powerful and widely extended fraternity, and boldly 
denounced their institution as the guilty author of the outrcqm, were assailed as disturbers of 
the public peace, and hunted with the bitterest persecutions. They were, sir, a noble body of 
men. Free-masonry will long have occasion to remember them ! They periled every thing 
in their devotion to principle, with an intrepidity worthy the best days of our republic. I 
frilly accord in the sentiment which has just been uttered with regard to these pioneers of 
anti-masonry. I have no language to express my admiration of their zeal, their firmness, and 
their constancy. They command my warmest gratitude, and they will commend themselves 
to the gratitude of the world, as long as the world shall know that free-masonry once had an 
existence. Had they yielded to fear, masonry might now have secretly triumphed, and it 
linight have continued to triumph to the end of time, in the successful exertion of its powfer to 
execute its bloody penalties, and screen itself from merited condemnation. But republican 
virtue proved too strong for it. In vain did masons deny the truth of the revelations of masonry. 
In vain did they deluge the country with slanders or Morgan, and of the men who had con- 
firmed the truth of his revelations, and of all who dared to arraign the institution at the bar of 
public opinion. The investigation went on. In the face of sneers, and ridicule, and denun- 
ciation, it moved forward, and the cause of anti-masonry moved with it. Masons contemptu- 
ously denominated the western part of the state of New-York the “infeHed district,” and 
continually uttered their predictions that the good sense of the people would find a remedy for 
the disease, and stop the progress of the contagion. But anti-masonry moved forward ! It 
reached the state which I nave the honour, in part, to represent Her intelligent population 
awoke to the subject ; and after a memorable struggle of seven ballotings, her “ fifth district” 
returned a member to the congress of the United States upon anti-masonic principles. Penn- 
sylvania, too, became aroused, and came up to the aid of our cause, in a solid phalanx of fifty 
tkousmd at her last gubernatorial election. And, strange to tell, the “land or steady habits” 
has caught the “ infection,” and sent to this convention a delegation, whose character is a 
sure pledge of final success in that section of our country. The venerable form of one of them 
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[Mr. Terry, of Hartford] is now in my eye. He comes toperfcrm, not, I hope, the last, but 
certainly one of the best, of the public acts of his life — that or bearing his decided testimony 
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the borders of the grave, to permit it longer to be asserted that the hope of (mice constitutes 
the leading motive of the effort to abolish the masonic institution. 

[Mr. S. was here called to order by the chair, upon the ground that he was indulging in a 
range of remarks more appropriate to the report on the subject of the rise and progress of anti- 
masonry, than the one under consideration.] 

Mr. S. explained, by remarking that he had considered it as properly belongihg to the report 
under discussion, to contemplate the relation in which this convention stood, to the past as well 
as the.future — to look at the character and progress of the excitement which had given birth to 
the convention, that its claims upon the consideration of the public which it was about to ad- 
dress, might be more fully understood and appreciated. But, said Mr. S. I cheerftilty submit 
to the decision of the chair. 

Permit me, then, Mr. President, to glance a moment at some of the results which may be 


ur great aim is the complete prostration of the institution of free-masoniy. W e would 
break up its lodges, its chapters^ and its encampments. We would strip from its officers their 
gaudy trappings, and bloated titles, and mock dignities, and bring them upon a level with the 
plain, untitled citizens of the republic. We would convince its votaries of its pernicious char- 
acter and tendency, and bring them up to the alt-essential point of absolving their allegiance to 
the institution , and separating themselves from it, for ever. We would, in snort, prostrate this 
“unhallowed templeJ” so that “ there shall not be left one stone upon another, that shall not 
be thrown down.’^ This is the direct and obvious purpose to be accomplished by our efforts. 

But, sir, there are results indirectly connected with the existence of anti-masonry, which 
present no ordinary claims to our regard. I allude to its influence upon the general character 
of our country and of the age. In contemplating the subject in this light, events of other times 
present a parallel which is not destitute of instruction. The reformation of the 16th century, 
for example, though primarily a religious reformation, exerted, in various other respects, an 
influence .of deep and lasting importance to Europe and to the world. It was not a mere eman- 
cipation from the spiritual dominion of the Papal See ; but it broke the shackles which bound 
the human intellect. It taught men to think ; it brought mind into conflict with mind ; it as- 
serted the right of free enquiry and private judgment : and it kindled the spark of that liberty 
which now burns upon the altars of our country. These effects naturally resulted from the 
character of the evil upon which the force of that reformation was brought directly to bear. 
And who, that is familiar with its origin and its history, can fail to see that, substantially, the 
same causes are now in operation, and that they are tending to the production of the same 
general results. 

An important era in the history of our own country illustrates the same principle. Urged 
to the extremest point of endurance by British oppression, our fathers rose and asserted their 
right to independence. They put forth their strength, and were free. But, sir, there was 
more in that freedom than a mere emancipation from the thraldom of a foreign power. The 
conflicts of the revolution brought into vigorous exercise some of the noblest virtues that be- 
long to our nature ; and while the men whose souls were thus tried, were forcing their way to 
freedom, they were fitting themselves, in an eminent degree,' for its enjoyment. A cast was 
given to their moral and intellectual character* which is now visible in all the institutions which 
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■masonry, sir, possesses the elements of both the revolutions to which I have adverted. 
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and soul of anti-masonry is a spirit of free enquiry, directed to the just exposure of an institu- 
tion, immoral in its tendency, and anti-republican in its whole structure. The spirit which the 
abduction and murder of a free citizen originally produced, was, to use the language of a high 
judicial functionary of your state, “a blessed spirit.?* It still retains that character. It was;, 
and it is, a virtuous indignation at the perpetration of wrong, and a determination to apply 
every practicable corrective. It leads to a more just appreciation of the value of that liberty, 
so daringly invaded in the person of a free citizen, as well as of that life which was impiously 
sacrificed upon the altar of tree-masonry. It asserts the right of the people to investigate and 
probe to the bottom, everu public evil, and to apply such correctives as they may deem proper. 
And it invigorates the public intellect, by directing its energies to the investigation of some of 
the most interesting questions which can engage its attention. Masons may, indeed, deride 
and denounce it, and exhaust upon it all the epithets of reproach and contempt. But every 
intelligent, unbiassed statesman will see in it the strong characteristic traits of genuine repub- 
licanism; and regard it, even in its occasional excesses, as threatening no serious danger to 
thine, but die institution which it is its avowed and determined purpose, to destroy. 


ir, in whatever light this subject is viewed, the act we are about to perform involves a high 
responsibility to our country, to the age in which we live, and to all future time. Masonry 
must be destroyed. It is an evil of incalculable magnitude. We owe it to our country arid 
we owe it to the world, to strike a blow which it shall feel, to the utmost limits of its empire. 
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The appeal we are about to make, is to a people distinguished for their intelligence and their 
virtue. It is an appeal to their sober judgment, and to the best feelings of their nature^ It 
will not — it cannot be made in vain. 

And m making this appeal to them, we make it to the world. In acting on the public senti- 
ment in our own country, we act upon it every where. Europe will feel the impulse we are 
now giving to the cause of anti-masonry. She felt that which was given to the kindred cause 
of liberty, by the declaration of our independence : and France, at this moment, bears grati- 
fying testimony to the powerful and enduring influence of our immortal Revolution. Masonry* 
even in Europe, must yet be made to tremble before the majesty of public opinion; and, if 
anti-masons are true to themselves and to their cause, die will fail before it— and fell, I trust, 
to rise no more. 

Mr. SewArd. — Mr. President, as the convention seems not disposed, at this moment, to 
proceed to the question upon the address, I have thought that I might not waste time unneces- 
sarily, in making a few observations. 

I was one of those who in the convention of the state of New-York, had the honour to join 
in recommending to the people of the United States, to meet at this place, and upon this occa- 
sion, for the redress of what you and I-thought to be a matter of common interest and concern 
to the people of these United States. By a large, respectable, and intelligent portion of our 
fellow-citizens, that recommendation has been heard ; and this convention shows that it has 
been answered. 

Now, sir, the address which has been reported by this committee, is the means of extend- 
ing the principles that dent us hither, into those parts of our common country which have 
not yet been agitated by them. This address is the measure which is to excite public atten- 
tion, and to direct pubuc enquiry. 

The question is, whether this address shall be adopted. And is there a man in my hearing, 
who does not feel that it is one of the most important questions which could occupy the atten- 
tion of this body ? Who that is familiar with the history of the rise and progress of secret 
societies in the states of New-York, Pennsylvania, Vermpnt, apd all the other sections in 
which the question has been agitated, who does not know that it is, wherever agitated, a 
question of perilous moment — a question either fraught with evil, or productive of the most 
efficient good ? It becomes us to deliberate upon the question, whether we will extend these 
principles further. 

The question whether secret societies shall longer exist in this country, under our free in- 
stitutions, is indeed a new question ; and for that reason it encounters opposition : and there- 
fore, those who have put it to the people, meet with clamour and opprbbriuin. But without 
impugning — for I am unwilling to impugn the motives of any man or set of men — I will ob- 
serve, it is fair to believe that fee preconceived prejudices in favour of an institution which in 
some parts of the country has committed no foul acts of treason or insubordination to the go- 
vernment, may have induced many men to believe, honestly and sincerely, that the movers 
of this question are, what they are represented to be, disorganizes and ambitious politicians. 
But, sir, by others than these, it will be admitted, that though preconceived notions of the im- 
portance of particular measures, and of the value and merits or particular men, have induced 
them to shut their eyes to the knowledge that this great inquisition is going forward in the 
public mind ; yet let me say, that the question cannot be evaded ; it must be met. It de- 
mands and it challenges the attention of this people. 

The press has been arrayed, with but few exceptions, against it ; politicians of all classes 
and all grades — men who seek their interest and their renown in the glory and honour of this 
government — -nave all combined to stop it. The pulpit has denounced it ; the government of 
the states has denounced it; the press nas denounced it; and it has been denounced in every 
private circle and in every public meeting : and what has been the result? 

Four years since, the first unfortunate event (fortunate in another point of view,) took 
place: and you find in the state of New-York — and I claim but little of the merit of the 
character which is ascribed to that state, to its most intelligent inhabitants, and its beautiful 
and favoured region — yes, in the land which is peopled from the land * of steady habits 
and patriotism, — you find, that opposition to secret societies has become the fundamental 
principle of political faith. And he that has raised his voice against the expression of 
that public opinion, has felt, and will feel, that it was an unfortunate hour in which the tem- 
porizing spirit of submission to secret societies, led him to sell his conscience and his duty, 
to the paltry hope of ingratiating himself wife the inmates of fee secret conclaves of free- 
masonry. 

But, sir, this flame of anti-masonry, vilified, ridiculed, despised anti-masonry, which has not 
had fee might of the press, or fee good opinion of influential men, who have heretofore flourished 
in this nation, — what has it done 7 Look around you, and ask any man who knows fee fact, 
whether what there is of talent and respectability, what there is of virtue in this convention, 
is selected from fee talent, fee respectability, or fee virtue of any party or parties which ever 
agitated any part of this community ? Sir, they are new-made men ; they are fee made men 
of anti-masonry. It is fee opposition to secret societies which has called them forth. And in 
fee energy and dignity of freemen, wife which, in the face of this community, we are prosecu- 
ting this cause, you have an indication of that virtue, of feat spirit, feat redeeming spirit which 
OAUed into existence fee liberty and independence of this people. 
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But, sir, this spirit has not been confined to the favoured region of the western part of the 
state of New- York. It has traversed the boundary lines; it has called forth the same spirit 
in the sister states — and the same kind of men. 

But it has been said that this anti-masonry is the fanatic creature of the politics, the fUrious 
politics of the state of New- York. It is not so, sir; the Observation of every member of this 
convention will bear me witness of it The opposition to secret societies, is tne energetic, de- 
liberate effect of the principles of the cause, upon the farmers of the state of New- York. All 
other professions ana classes of politicians have furnished but a scanty quota to the strength 
which the party holds. Free-masonry, and political parties embrace almost the whole. It is, 
then, certain, that if so large a portion of this community have become awakened, this spirit 
cannot subside. The question must be met and decided. 

And upon what principle of our government shall we not meet the case ? Shall it not be met 
because it is a new question? But new questions have arisen, and will arise. And it is as 
unwise in us, to attempt to avoid the investigation of every new danger, and every new abuse, 
as it would be in the man who, having built a strong ship, and set nimself afloat in it, should 
trust it among the breakers, without sounding-line or helm. 

Mr. President, shall we refuse to meet this question, because it is one inconsistent with the 
exercise of our rights as citizens ? If there be any who have thought so, I beg them to reflect 
upon the principles and organization of the society of free-masons. I beg them to reflect upon 
the principles on which this government is organized. And then, I say, if they take the society 
of free-masons in the most favoured light in which it can be presented by its own members ana 
writers, it is, no less than this, a society of men affiliated together by mutual and secret oaths 
for their mutual benefit and protection. A society which is coextensive with the limits of our 
territory, and capable of concentrating its power at any and all points of this Union, by means 
of secret signs and signals of its members. 

Now this is the most favoured light in which any, in which free-masons Would themselves 
hold up their institution to the community. 

Let us, then, suppose, t^at free-masonry had never emerged from its embryo state ; that it 
had never crossed tne Atlantic, and found its place in this land ; I put it to these grave men, 
who have been reared in the nurture and admonition of our revolutionary worthies — and you 
are men who value the liberties which you have inherited from them — I put it to all good men 
and citizens ; would you, if the proposition were now to be made, would you, if it were now 
proposed to establish just such an institution, would you give it your support ? No, sir, there 
is no man who does not better understand the principles of this government. There is no man 
who for one moment would say, let it be established. Much less is there a man who would say, 
in view of all its consequences, that he would submit to its rites and ceremonies. And why 
would he say so ? Why would public opinion be thus opposed to it ? What are the objects 
of this institution ? Suppose its advocates should say, charity, heavenly charity ; would not 
the statesman and philanthropist say, there needs in this land no such organization for charity? 
Would not he who understands the principles upon which it is proposed to be established, tell 
you, that your Charity system is but an insurance office, in which you require more to be given 
to the institution, than snail be given back ? 

But whatever the arguments may be in favour of that charity, would not all men say, that 
this charity is purchased at too dear a rate, by organizing a band of secret affiliated brothers, 
and putting into their hands the means of concert for their mutual advantage and mutual pre- 
ferment, to an unlimited extent. 

But if it again were asked, what are the further advantages ? I ask, of those who know 
and defend the masonic institution, to tell us — tell us, what other advantages they would pro- 
pose, what could they propose to the society or to the community ? Not one. For of aH the 
boasted pretensions of free-masonry, chanty is the only one which has at all withstood the 
four years* fire, and the exposition of its enormities. 

Then, the patriot and philanthropist would say, I see in this institution that there is secrecy ; 
he would say, and- truly say, that secrecy is the badge of a tyrannical government ; it is unsafe 
and dangerous in a republican government He would say, were it proposed to bind mem- 
bers by oath to vote for each other, it is the worst feature of an aristocratical government So, 
sir, in every point of view in which it could be presented, it would be met indignantly, and re- 
pelled, by the people of this community. 

Now it is no hypothetical case ; it is not proposed to organize in this land a band of affiliated 
brothers for their own mutual advantage ; it is not so proposed, because it is already done. 
This band of affiliated brethren, which no man, not even a mason himself, would vote for the 
establishment o£ if proposed now, is in full and complete organization. . Let me add, if it were 
known that such a society was intended to be organized, what would be the righteous conduct 
of the people in relation to it ? Would they say, go on and organize your society, establish its 
government ; fortify it, and seize hold of its powers, take hold of its government, and give 
an opportunity to make experiments ; and ii no lives are lost, no senous depredations com- 
mitted, and no danger apprehended, the institution shall stand ? 

Would they not rather say, we will not wait for the accomplishment of this scheme of tyranny. 

Did our forefathers wait ? 

Three cents tax upon a pound of tea was a small matter ; but it was the entering wedge, 
which this community would not suffer to be applied to the fabric of her liberties. And now, I 
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If this institution does exist, and does exist with no.more serious charge* than I has* brought, 
and can maintain against it : and if the question is, whether it shall stand or fall, who can 
hesitate to say that it must descend to the shades from which it emanated ? It cannot be other- 
wise. It is the intelligence of this community which is arrayed against the organization of 
secret societies, which may endanger the public peace, and endanger the public welfare ; and 
upon that there can be no mistake. 

Let this address go forward to the world, to this community, and this great people; and just 
so sure as it goes, just so sure will it return back to those who send it, with the blessings and 
thanks of a redeemed people. I will not draw a picture of the evil consequences which must 
result to this people from the perpetuity of secret societies ; I will not look forward to the pe- 
riod, when in time of peace our government shall be subverted by factions and secret organiza- 
tions ; I will not look to the time, when the puhlic peace shall be disturbed by the lawless 
acts of men, directed by the midnight conclave j I will not look forward to the time when 
the arm of tins government shall be unnerved m war, by the secret factions of designing de- 
magogues! 


Such a time I may, in the prophetic spirit of another, be enabled to say, may come ! and if 
it must : Tarda sit via dies , et nostro serior avo — “ Long may it be before that day arrives, and 
after our period of existence.” 

Ms. Waiter, of Massachusetts, rose to read the celebrated letter of John Anderson to a 
member of Congress, offering him a bribe of 500 dollars, for his assistance in procuring the 
passing of an act then pending, for the allowance of a claim of Anderson’s. The letter con- 
tained an appeal to the member as a supposed brother mason. The honourable gentleman 
happening, however, not to be a mason, exposed him. He referred to the proceedings of Con- 
gress at the time, for this letter, and the foots regarding it. 

Mr. Cooke said, he would detain the convention but a moment. It had been said in the re- 
port, that the binding link, the strength of the whole chain, consisted in the force of masonic 
obligations. He thought it highly important that it should be well understood by the whole 
community, why it is considered right and proper to violate masonic obligations. Ample jus- 
tice had been done to the seceders ; but, he continued, I would barely remark, that, in com- 
paring their example with that of our forefathers, and particularly where Washington is alluded 
to, the circumstances do not bear a very striking analogy. 

It has been urged and established, that masonic oaths from the commencement are not bind- 
ing ; that they have no force, having been imposed by fraud and imposition. But what was 
the oath which Washington and his compatriots took ? Was it an oath which was from the 
commencement void ana of no effect ? Not agreeable to the laws of our country, or the laws 
• Of Great Britain ? The oath which they took was lawful ; it was commendable, it was in 
conformity to their constitutional birthright. Suph was the oath imposed on the men of that 
time. 

Yet when necessity required it, did they hesitate to throw off the shackles, and declare that 
oath void ? We see that the obligation, which was mutual protection, had been withdrawn ; 
and from that time the oath became void and null, and was so treated. 

When the fraternity resort to the character of that great man ; when they invoke his spirit 
to rise up and support masonry, it is humiliating in the extreme ; that the spirit of that man 
should be invoked for the support of that which he despised and renounced; and shall the de- 
parted spirit of that man be alluded to, to support an institution like this, which he is well 
known to have renounced and condemned ? 


This is a circumstance which I thought worthy of consideration. The seceders have alluded 
to many instances where masonic oaths have taken effect, contrary to the oath of allegiance, 
when imposed upon the recipient. 

There was one instance which came to my own knowledge : an acquaintance of mine, re- 
siding in Canada, was an officer in the British service during the revolutionary war. He was 
of that class termed tories, a native of New-Jersey : ana while stationed in New- York, he 
was employed as a spy ; he was respectable, and in his Majesty’s service. That man de- 
clared, that when he was found to be a spy in the American camp, he made himself known as 
a mason, and means were adopted for making his escape. 

. Not long after this the same person who had effected his release, was thrown into the British 
camp, ana apprehended as a spy ; and, by the merest accident, this individual found out that 
his mend was now in confinement with the British army ; he felt impelled to seek out the 
culprit, and to take measures, by which he effected his escape. 

Mr. Slade, of Vermont, Mr. Armstrong, of New- York, and Mr. Morse, 6f New-Jersey, 
addreaed the chair in support of the address. No notes of these remarks, sufficiently accurate 
for publication, have been received up to the time when it was necessary to send these sheets 
to toe press. They will appear in an appendix, if received in time. 

The address was unanimously adopted, and a resolution passed by unaniinous consent, that 
it be subscribed by every member of this convention with his name. 

Mr. Ellmaeer, of Pennsylvania, made a report on the Presidential nomination, concluding 
with a resolution. [See the Journal and the Reports.] 

The report and resolution were laid upon the table. 

Adjourned to 4 o’clock, P. M. 
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Thursday, lttk Sspt. 1830. 

The report of the committee on the spirit of anti-masonry being taken up, 

Mr. Ward, of New- York, moved that it be adopted. He said — This, Mr. President, is the 
spirit in which we meet : it is a spirit with which we are all acquainted, and one that I wish 
ail men were perfectly familiar with. The report dates the origin of this spirit some yean 
past. It does not commence with the offence which brought forth tne anti-masonry of this day, 
ft goes back to that period when the writings of certain distinguished citizens and foreign- 
ers first awakened a spirit of opposition to free-masonry in this country. 

It is an interesting fact, ana (me important to be known, that the spirit of anti-masonrv 
existed many years ago in this country ; and yet most of us were born strangers to it. Shall 
it be so with the anti-masonry exhibited at this day ? Does the same fate await our efforts, 
which has befallen the efforts of our predecessors ? 

This is an important question, involving the interests of the whole cause. 

Among those who distinguished themselves of old in opposing free-masonry, were masons of 
high standing. The first and principal among them was professor Robison, one who in early 
life distinguished himself in the British navy. lie accompanied General Wolfe to this country, 
was at the conquest of Gtuebec, dwelt in Russia in the service of the Russian government, 
was recalled after three years from Russia, to be made professor in the university at Edin- 
burgh. He was one of the first lights of anti-masonry. His character and integrity were of 
the highest order. He was afterwards elected a member of the American philosophical 
society, of which Mr. Jefferson was president. He was also elected a member of the imperial 
society at Petersburg, of which there can be but six foreign members on earth. 

Such a man as this, in love, candour, and truth, came forward and testified boldly and 
frankly, giving his declaration under his own name, showing the dangers of free-masonry, 
especially the higher degrees. He was accompanied by Rarreul. While one, a Frenchman, 
was writing in one part of the world, the other, a Scotchman, closeted in Edinburgh, each 
unknown to the other, was writing upon the same subject. They both wrote in the same 
spirit, each resorting to the same documents. These men, in all tne efforts made at that time, 
were put in the front of battle. 

They were distinguished men, especially Dr. Robison. Their weight of character and 
previous fame brought around them men of standing and of character ; and yet, while we find 
the names of many of their inferiors immortalized, the names of these distinguished individuals 
have been entirely overwhelmed, and their reputation grossly injured. 

I can speak for one and for a great many : the names of Barreul and Robison were only 
known to me, until three years past, as names of reproach. Had I been thrown in their way, 

I should have shuddered at their approach — so effectually had the many-mouthed monster * 
assailed their character. Yet the spirit of anti-masonry 'was then as it Is now ; it came forth 
'with mildness, with patriotism, and with documents to sustain it ; but free-masonry was too 
strong for it. 

Now, let us look around, and see what is better in the prospect at this day, to give courage 
to those who come out from the fraternity, and to afford them the power of escaping the fate 
of those great men. One of the first things, and one of the great things, to secure men of this 
age against a similar fate, is the concentration of moral force, which we are able to produce by 
the action of our political institutions. 

Now we can array men, by the simple organization which the course of politics takes in 
this country, in a manner which no human, no other moral effort, is capable o£ It is m this 
course, that anti-masons of the present day have a reasonable hope to escape the fate of their 
predecessors, and in this course alone. I know of none other by which they can expect to 
conquer the spirit of free-masonry, and to come off triumphant. 

The spirit of anti-masonry has ever been one of kindness and correctness. It will be found 
so in the writings of Robison and Barreul. The works of these men, instead of being of an 
evil-minded, calumniating, prevaricating character, will be found among the most correct, 
explicit, and documentary productions ever written. It is especially so with that of Barren]. 
Their efforts were not directed against free-masons, but against the institution. The 
true spirit of anti-masonry cares not for men, neither masons nor anti-masons — it cares for 
things. It takes care for the system of free-masonry, to put it away, and to defend the com- 
munity agfiinst this dangerous and secret enemy. 

The same course of calumny which was pursued against those who fought the battle thirty 
or forty years ago, is adopted against anti-masons of the present day. we are charged with 
being in pursuit of men ; 'with proscribing men ; and aiming our shafts at men. But for be 
it from us ; this is not our spirit ; it is not the spirit of anti-masonry. I can speak with 
confidence ; for if the saving be true, “ once d mason , always a mason,” then I am a fnason,.atid 
I may be allowed to speak freely, both for the spirit of ,/rse- masons and of ortii-masons. I think 
I may be said in this way to understand the subject 

It has been charged upon men, standing as I do, that they have abandoned the institution 
without consulting with their brethren. If we. have gone heedlessly against our brethren, we 
are to blame ; but the fact is otherwise ; we have wearied them out with intreaties ; the antfc 
masons have not gone carelessly against their brethren m the institution. These who have 
seceded have made their first efforts with the masons themselves ; we knew not hew to give 
them up, we will never give them up ; we have looked to them, and will look to them, as good 
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men and brethren • and while they are adhering and we depart from the institution, we count 
them as unfortunate, instead of traducing and vilifying their name ; we imputeit to their 
misinformation, and to the blindness brought upon them _by the manifold pretensions of free- 
masonry, and not to their love of the follies of tne lodge-room. 

It is true, Mr. President, and I am sorry to say it, that those who have seceded, and have 
been placed in the front of the battle, are represented and regarded as men of desperate cha* 
racier, and desperate principles ; men who seek for nothing but a revolution, by which they 
may gain advantage ; as those who have now no hold on life or society. I wish to set this 
matter in its true bght j to make those who are now under the sound of my voice acquainted 
with some of the facts attending the first opefations in this business. While I give a word of 
my own experience, I will speak for a great many others. 

First, seeing the dangerous consequences which grow out of the masonic institution, what 
Should one do but deal with his brethren ? This was done — it was done extensively, it was 
done kindly. And the uniform result was, and there was not an exception for many months, 
that every effort of the kind was repelled by the brethren of the masonic institution ; they 
shut their ears and drew away the shoulder ; they refused to hearken. Finding that nothing 
could be done by this course in Massachusetts, an appeal was made to gentlemen, masons, in 
the west of New-York, and in the midst of their capital, to some of their foremost men ; 
an effort was made from house to house, as Paul preached the gospel, and, I trust, not a little 
in the spirit of the gospel ; to deal with them man by man ; m this hope, that if the truth was 
ilot in this breast, they might kindly put it there ; and if it was, that they might become wise, 
before the great public obtained the knowledge ; that if free-masonry were an imposture in all 
its parts, they should come out from it, and throw away the bone of contention, before it was 
ignominiously wrested from their hands. 

What was the result ? After weeks of labour, and hard labour, receiving many times harsh 
and unkind words, and sometimes a repulse, ten men, free-masons, convened in one room, 
and, though they had no tyler at the door, they had no intruders. We went over the whole 
subject of nasonic pretensions with carefulness, and examined it closely, and calmly ; those 
present agreed as to the truth, but could not agree what to do with it ; and they dispersed. 
The views advanced there were such as have been advanced here, but then they were sub- 
mitted to the fraternity only. A plan was well matured ; it was thought that something 
might be done, by sending forth a mail in the spirit of love and unity, one of their own mem- 
bers, to go round and instruct masons in the deceitfulness of the arts and mysteries of free- 
masonry ; and to give him countenance, they should furnish him with letters of introduction 
to influential and leading masons in other places ; but this plan failed — the brethren could not 
consent to it. 

Then what should we do ? There was no other way. left but to come out publicly and 
separately, unless we could consent to let the imposture go on unheeded, while it trampled 
our rights, with our reputation, in the dust. 

This is the spirit of anti-masonry — a candid and an independent spirit, which dealt with 
free-masons at the beginning, and seeks still to do so, by making them acquainted with facts 
before unknown to them ; clearly proving that they labour under a mistaken view of the 
character of the mystery. It seeks m kindness to bring them from the strong grasp of their 
adversary ; it seeks to do them no harm, but to deliver them from bondage, to rescue them 
from the iron yoke of a mystical despot. So much for the spirit of kindness. 

There is another view. The spirit of anti-masonry aims at the destruction of free-masonry ; 
it seeks its object by means well set forth in the documents presented to this convention. Its 
aim is to root out this viciotKs plant from all our soil, and I trust even more ; for I hope it is 
not a spirit circumscribed like the obligations of masonry ; that it does not regard merely the 
little circle of one state, or of the United States ; that it does not regard North. America alone ; 
but that it is a broad and liberal spirit, embracing the whole world. 

We have lessons of instruction from free-masonry, of what it is necessary for us to do. It 
is a maxim o"f that institution, that every mason is every where a mason ; and I wish every 
anti-mason to remember it, that “ every mason is every where a mason . 11 The illustrations of 
history will show the truth of this maxim. The anecdote related by the gentleman from N. J. 
(of one who, upon the American frontier, by a singular interchange of civilities between na 
tional enemies, rescued the guilty traitor from apprehension,) is an illustration of the truth of 
this maxim. And there are a thousand such things to be gathered up in the history of the 
world. 

On this principle of the order, we are not secured against the system, by rooting it out of 
one county, or state, or out of the United States, or even out of the western nemisphere. I 
would go on no Quixotic expedition ; I would not advocate measures which might seem like 
seeking battle with those not fairly before us. But we ought to view the spirit of anti-masonry 
as opposed to free-masonry, wherever it exists; we are but poorly acquainted with our enemy, 
if we expect to triumph oy any partial success. Though we expose the mystery at once, it 
has the power of extending itself in new degrees ; if expelled from Philadelphia altogether, it 
would not be long before it would push in from New-York and Baltimore, and fasten itself 
upon the vitals of the city. It would return with threefold vigour. It is the confident boast 
of the fraternity, that it has power, when this storm is over, to rise again, take root deeper, 
and push forth its branches wider. If we engage at all, we engage with the monster as it exists 
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in all the ekMrth. The grand officers of the grand lodges hold regular oommunicatiQlis, frdmNew- 
York to London ; from Charleston to Pans ; and probably from Philadelphia to Amsterdam t 
the fraternity are one — a single band, closely united in all Christendom ; strike one, and all are 
wounded ; tnis is their nature ; and as such, we have to make our arrangements to meet them. 
We have to seek for the enlightening' of the public mind ; for the setting forth of the true cha- 
racter of the institution, all over the earth ; and thus we may defend ouiielves, not only against 
the machinations, but against the return of free-masonry. It is a great institution, and as 
such, calls for the powerful and determined spirit of opposition. It has been tried in warfare, 
it is a veteran in desperate struggles, and it remains yet to be subdued. 

We have to meet with difficulties, which will call forth from every supporter of our cause 
the best exertions of talent, and the kindest of feelings towards those opposed to us, and the 
highest efforts of freemen, in behalf of our civil liberties and civil institutions. 

I hope it will go on triumphing. I hope that we shall keep in mind those past times, when 
the friends of our cause came forth and were put down ; swept away with a flood of calumny ; 
and that we shall be nerved by their unworthy fate, the stronger for this battle : that we 
may use greater diligence ; that we may go on with a quicker step, and livelier hope, to a 
speedy victory oyer the institution — not only in this land, but throughout the earth. 

The report was then adopted. 

Mr. Morris, of New-York, from the committee on the truth of the disclosures of masonry, 
made a report, which being taken up, 

Mr. Todd, of Pennsylvania, said, in reference to this report, that the masons resorted to 
falsehood and prevarication, in order to impress the idea on the community that the disclosures 
made of masonry were not true. A mason pretending candour, said to him, when ques- 
tioned upon the truth of the oath, as laid down in “ Bernard’s Light on Masonry,” “I can 
assure you upon the honour of a man, that I never took such an oath.” I asked him whether 
it was not a part of it — he said nothing. I asked another, whether the penalties were true — 
he was silent. A day or two afterwards he came tome and said, “You inquired of me some- 
thing about the penalties of masonry — I never saw them inflicted.” He then talked about a 
book eulogising masonry, and endeavored to prove that it made men love the ladies better ! 
Mr. Todd then gave a description of a lodge, and concluded by saying that a dagger was used 
in it, — and for what? It was an instrument used by no nation in the whole world for capital 
executions. In some countries, for the execution of the laws, the guillotine was used — in some the 
rope, and in others the bow-string, but in none the dagger. It was, and always had been, the 
instrument of the assassin, from the murderers of olden time to the present. 

Mr. ReA), of New-York. — It perhaps becomes my duty to bear testimony to the truth and 
disclosures of free-masonry. I rise not to boast ; tor when I look back upon the masonic 
degradation to which I have submitted, it gives me no pleasing sensation. But in the same 
spirit as I then trusted, and now trust, of duty to my God and my country, when I saw naked 
before my eyes, in a land of freedom, masonry triumphing over the. laws of the land, I con- 
sidered it my duty to burst her shackles, and declare that this book (Light cm Masonry) may 
go forth to the world with my testimony to its truth. I declare in the presence of this audience, 
that substantially true are the disclosures of free-masonry, as found in Elder Bernard’s book. 

I ask not your sympathy for submitting to the ceremonies of initiation — -being duped into 
them. I ask not your sympathy because I have broken my allegiance to the institution. No* 
sir, I look upon that act as one of the proudest of my life. y 

What claim have they upon me or others, when they have set at nought the laws of God 
and of man ? Yea, sir, under fraud and deception did they call me into her embrace ; and 
when safety permitted, I broke forth. It is true, sir, when she held out to me that the 
truths of Revelation would be better understood through masonry, I ought not to have been 
duped by it. Did the author of Revelation indict passages which could only be expounded in 
the lodge-room, with a tyler at the door, filching from the pockets of them that would learn ? 
No, sir, I should have known better ; but she holds forth to allure us great earthly benefits. 
She tells us of teaching geometry, the arts and the sciences. She recompenses, and more than 
recompenses, what she asks for initiation. But look at the hook — look upon the degrading 
steps which her rules compel you to take. Where is her science ? Her science consists in 
telling the candidates that M< ahhah means Marrow . 

I ask, then, upon the ground of firaud and deception, can she claim me, and bind me down to 
her bloody altars, when under the basest of impositions, she made pie swear allegiance to herf 
No, sir. Does she not inculcate duties diametrically opposed to our duties to government? 
She has no rightful claim upon me to conceal the crime of a master mason, murder and treason 
only excepted, or left to my own election. But when she carries her demands still further, and 
when the liand of a brother is imbued in the blood of some citizen, and she requires concealment, 
without exception of murder or treason, it would be treason to my country, if I should support 
and uphold her. I have broken away from her : it was not done in a spirit^ of madness and 
revenge, I declared my conviction while her followers were assembled arOund me, before I 
proclaimed them to the world. I asked them to send back their charter, and to become free citi- 
zens of a free land. These proposals were met only by expressions of insult and looks 
of vengeance. I still followed her with kindness in the public prints, and asked her follow- 
ers to examine the principles on which she was built; supposing there might be some who 
yet had the candour tojook at her real character; and I am nappy to say there were those wfya 
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did so. I simply asked them to consider, when accused by her enemies of concealing treason 
and murder, whether in the hour when her temple should' fall and bury her in ruins, tfiey could 
devise the means of escape. Did die return this spirit of kindness? No, sir; for this simple 
demand, was I hunted down and persecuted. Sdch I conceive to be the difference of her spirit 
from that of anti-masonry ; for men who had called me friend — those whom I had reason to 
believe respected me, turned my bitterest foes. I say, then, can an institution winch leads her 
members into such acts, whose spirit is that of cruelty and revenge, be worthy of our respect 
and allegiance? - * 

It is true, that the book of which William Morgan is styled the author in the report just 
read, and which he sealed with his blood, — I say, it is so, that the truth of that book was de- 
nied in the same community and by the same citizens, who had seen Morgan dragged from his 
home, never to return, for publishing that book. The same citizens who had seen his widow 
and orphans left dependant, for no other object (as they testified themselves, to the court, while 
pleading guilty of the abduction of Morgan,) than that of preventing him from revealing the 
secrets of free-masons — those same citizens declare that same book is not masonry ! Ifj then, 
she will teach her members to deny the truth, when there are such convincing proofs, will she 
not teach them to deny it in every instance ? But I ask, sir, in what spirit, and in what man- 
ner does she deny the revelations as they now stand before the world ? Do they deny, like in- 
nocent men? Do her followers, like the followers of truth, take the same measures and course 
that others take, to dispel calumny and abuse on their institution ? Has she ever met it in the 
face of day? Has she ever been willing to meet and canvass the subjects of the revelation? 
No, sir j she has for ever shrunk back into her dark caverns, for the purpose of exciting and 
concerting new vengeance and new methods of calumny, to stop the mouths of her opposers. 
She has heard, in open court, of the truth of the disclosures : evidence has been introduced to 
ahow that they were true. Ffee-masons of high standing — men high in life, and in the com- 
munity — have stood by and heard witnesses swear to it. If false, why not come forward and 
so swear. If this was a lie, if the book is a calumny, I ask why do they not, at such time, and 
on such an occasion, prove it to be so? Men adhering to the institution, men who believe 
their masonic oaths binding, have been called under such circumstances: they have then ap- 
peared: the question has been put to them. Is that book substantially true? What was their 
answer ? — was it No ? No, sir : it was a refusal to testify at all, even when subjected to heavy 
fine and imprisonment for not testifying. Such is the character of the proof on one side : and 
we, who have discarded her, stand ready to meet them at any time — we are ready to declare 
the truth of the proposition ; but she dare not meet inquiry, controlling as she supposes public 
opinion, and grasping as she does, to withhold all methods of communication from the public 
eye. . She supposed that she t could silently trample us down, and all our opposition ; but the 
book has gone forth to the world, and has been testified to, by many, and it has not been de- 
nied in any such foil and public manner as to excite a doubt. Where any dispute has arisen, 
it has not been denied. When met, and called upon to prove it false, she stands, and must 
stand, convicted. It has been here said, in some remarks which have been made, that the pe- 
nalty of her oaths were never calculated to be enforced. I will detain you but a few moments 
on tnis point For if there should be any doubt, in addition to the convincing proof which has 
been offered here, and which no man can deny, who will open his eyes ana e x a m i n e it, after 
the convincing proofs which silenced the author of the revelation of the three first degrees, I 
will make two or three remarks on the degree referred to by the gentleman from Pennsylvania ; 
premising, that in every stage, the candidate is required to swear, that he will abide by aU the 
ancient usages of the society. This degree was chosen, and put into their books ; and is in all 
their books, for the purpose of telling the manner of execution. It was founded on the death 
of a traitor, a man who, from the nature and tendency of the degree, having told masonic se- 
crets, and knowing the penalty that awaited him, had fled ; arm Solomon had despatched 
messengers to bring him back ; but they, in their zeal to execute the penalty, had not waited 
till he was brought before king Solomon, to receive sentence, but gave the fetal blow in the 
cavern where he Was found. Solomon is represented, at first, as being a little displeased ; but 
after informing them that they must have orders from Jerusalem, the assass in s are made the 
first men of the degree, and are exalted to its highest honours. It must be referred to Jerusa- 
lem. This is explanatory of the remarks of the gentleman from New* York, when remarking 
about Morgan confined in Fort Niagara. After the gentlemen had met ana consulted on his 
murder, and concluded they could not do it that night, they told him* that they must go to 
Jerusalem, that in this degree they were to go to Jerusalem for the executioner, 

But the time of the convention has been sufficiently spent upon this subject, though an im- 
portant one— the corner-stone upon which is built anti-masonry. For if these obligations be 
not true,, what interest has anti-masonry to oppose them ? It is now four years since some of 
the facts in this case have been before the world ; and almost three years, have the remainder 
been known. This institution has been arraigned at the bar of public opinion, and why does 
she not answer? She cannot; she dare not: let h^r stand, then, convicted. And what an 
interest has this convention, what a high and deep interest has all this community, and the 
land, if these oaths are true ! I ask, then, as free citizens— as people jealous of your liberties, 
to look at Elder Bernard’s Light on Masonry : read there in these degrees, the foul conspiracy 
which she may conceive in her dark caverns, when no eye can be upon her, when no arm can 
inflict the penalty., I say, then, act as becomes free menr— as the disciples of those who, in 
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yonder building, pledged their lives, their fortune*, end their sacred honour, in defence of that 
instrument. 

Mr. Stevens. — Mr v President, before this report is adopted, I shall trouble you for a few 
minutes, in stating the reasons which induce me to vote for its adoption. I consider this the 
most important report to come before this convention, or upon which we shall be called to act. 
It embraces the whole foundation upon which the superstructure of anti-masonry has bed 
built, and is to stand, so long as it shall stand. If the report, with regard to these disclosures, 
is true, then we need not call on any man, and ask him whether masonry is to be justified or 
not ? For I venture to say, all that is necessary in an intelligent' community, is, to present to 
disinterested men, thisproofi If this proof be unsuspected, and beyond refutation — and the 
obligations herein disclosed, contain the spirit and the principles of the masonic institution, the 
great and only difficulty which we have to encounter, is in convincing and persuading men to 
believe that these disclosures are true. 


I propose, then, briefly to enquire into the testimony before this convention — to enquire 
whether that testimony, if taken according to the strictest rules of evidence, according to the 
principles of the common law ? is sufficient to authorise this body, gravely to pass a verdict in 
favour of the report, and against the institution which it implicates. 

I am aware that this discussion will be dry, though I promise it shall be short. It will be 
dry, because it will not be addressed to the fancy or feelings, but to the judgment, of the triers 
of this important question. 

What then, sir, is the question which we are called on to decide ? An institution which 
extends over the civilized world, embracing men of every rank, both in office and out of office — 
those of high intellectual endowments, and apparently of fair character — this institution is 
accused before the tribunal of the people of this country, of being bound together, by the con- 
stitution which is developed in Elder Bernard’s revelations ofTree-masonry. Now I admit, 
that this charge is a high and an important one — one that deeply implicates the institution— 
and I am candid enough to say that it deeply implicates the integrity, honesty, and moral feel- 
ing of men high in life, high in the estimation of the people ; and those whom I have been 
taught to respect — those whom I should be sorry to believe thus implicated ; and unless im- 
pelled to die irresistible conclusion, that they are thus bound together, let us reject this report, 
nor cast upon these men the imputations which it contains. 

Now, wnat are the rules of evidence, with regard to the decision, which ought to follow from 
the testimony ? When high crimes and misdemeanors are charged upon an institution — and in 
the farther discussion, I will consider the institution, and not individuals, as placed on trial— 
when high crimes are charged upon an institution or an individual, I admit, sir, that slight evi- 
dence, rumour, suspicion, suspected testimony or contradictory evidence, should not be suffi- 
cient to award a verdict of guilty. For unless the testimony is so clear, as to remove from the 
mind of all who try the case, every shadow of reasonable doubt, however strongly we may 
suspect, let us not solemnly condemn — let us pause upoji these principles, let us examine the 
testimony now before the convention and the public, and from which last tribunal, upon this 
earth, there is no appeal. 

In the first place there is direct testimony— and all testimony is of two kinds, circumstantial 
or positive — either of which, if clear, is sufficient to , condemn — we have the direct testimony 
of witnesses who are themselves seceding masons, to the number of about a dozen, who are 
now in this convention, and who testify directly to the truth of these revelations ; and the 
public have the testimony of from five hundred to some thousands, throughout the Union, who 
testify to the same fact. 

Now, this testimony, if unimpeached, either from contradictory testimony, or the nature of 
their own evidence, would be sufficient, in all human judgment, to make out the case in favour 
of condemnation j for by the mouth of two or three witnesses (that is uncontradicted, I take 
it for granted) every thing is established. 

I admit, and I propose to treat them with candour, I admit that there are objections made to 
this direct evidence, which at first blush strike the mind of the public, and of those who inves- 
tigate, as being hard to get over. The objections are contained in the nature of the testimony 
itself, and this arises from the intrinsic facts which they disclose. * 

In the first place, the fraternity allege, that the witnesses are participes criminis — that the 
parties in this transaction are involved in the guilt of this institution, and that, therefore, they 
are to be viewed with suspicion — they sa f, that from the nature of their disclosures, they show 
that they are willing to commit perjury j because the fact of making the disclosures is a viola- 
tion of what they admit to be a solemn oath. Here, therefore, and in order that I may not 
misrepresent the position thus taken, I beg leave to read from a paper, the argument, not of 
men who have argued this case in the bar-room, or of illiterate men who have, not judicial rules, 
but the reasoning of a learned judge, who now sits upon the bench — who is presumed to be, 
and in fact is, a learned man, the honourable Charles Shaler. of the western district of Pennsyl- 
vania — in the following words : “It is, however, alledged tnat masons are false pretenders to 
virtues that they never exercise ; and that the disclosures of certain members of the fraternity, 
evince a set of principles at war with the duties that every citizen owes to his countiy and gov- 
ernment. It is hardly now necessary to inquire, what share of confidence is to be given to those 
who, in making disclosures, admit that they are ready to break through every obligation of 
honour, and every moral sanction, for the purpose of attaining their object. It is the fashion 
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of the timed to confide in the faithless, and do abundant honour to him who breaks through those 
restraints that were once held sacred by the community. It is the peculiar felicity of our oppo- 
nents, that they mark their companionship with infamy, and deduce their claims to confidence 
from the dregs of corruption and depths of prostitution.” Here, sir, and I treat it respect- 
fully — here is the argument on the part of the defence, for impeaching all the direct testimony 
which can be brought to bear against this institution. 

Let us now analyse it for a moment, and see how far it is correct. The learned judge says, 
they admit, that in making the disclosures, they are ready to break through every obligation of 
honour, and every moral sanction. Here, in the first place, is a false assumption in point of 
argument and fact. These witnesses do not admit that they violate the rules of honour or 
morality in breaking their obligations. Let us look at their oaths, and see if they admit it Those 
oaths, if true, disclose a scene of iniquity, which no one can vindicate. Admitting that his 
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ethics ; from writers on moral philosophy ; or from the Bible ? As a jurist he knows that 
no man is bound by an extra-judicial oath — as a moralist, he ought to know, thfct no man m 
bound by an oath which conflicts with the laws of his county. A dishonourable oath has no 
binding force with honourable minds. 

If his honour has learned his rules from any system of morality, it must be such as is sanc- 
tioned in a den of midnight robbers, where, to conceal their guilt, they deem it necessary to 
preserve secrecy through unhallowed obligations. If he has imbibed them in any school of 
honour, he must have learned them there ; and there is no honour which is forfeited by such 
disclosures, unless it be that honour which is said to exist among thieves. Thus we see that 
seceding masond did not violate any rules of honour or morals, when they published the secrets 
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mistake in his argument, when he said, they admit that they have violated these rules. There 
appears to be more force in the other clause of the objection. 

These witnesses were at one time partakers in the crimes of the institution, and they have 
now come forward and borne testimony against it. Now I hold, that whenever (independent* 
of the oaths,) the parties have been associated in iniquity, a disclosure of that iniquity by one 
or two men under circumstances which cause a suspicion of their motives, unless corroborating 
circumstances go to strengthen their testimony and put it beyond doubt, such evidence ought to . 
be received witn caution and weighed with some scruples of allowance. 

I will give them the frill benefit of this rule. I would consider the institution on trial before 
the tribunal of the public for life and death — all the sympathies of our nature exercised in its 
favour; and still, unless our judgment fail us, sufficient testimony exists to produce conviction. 
Then, admitting that there is some shadow of doubt upon all the testimony of seceders, how- 
ever high their character might have been before, let us see how it is corroborated. If coming 
from the mouth of one or two witnesses only, it would be doubted ; if ooming from Morgan 
only, it would be laughed down, and that would be an end of it. Wot one in a million would 
have believed it, if confined to that book ; but if two or three witnesses only confirmed it, it 
would justly have some weight ; but when you find a host of hundreds of witnesses, coming 
forward to corroborate each other, in different sections of the country, with regard to these in- 
stitutions, so complicated and varied in their penalties, and all such witnesses agreeing with 
each other, who can fail to believe? But it is said, the character of these men is not good ; for 
we have heard it asserted, and it is so asserted, before the bar of the people. 

I have no doubt, that among seceding masons, where they have increased to a great number, 
as in all classes, there are some whose character is not the first in society. But when did the 
great mass, the great number of these witnesses acquire their bad character? When investi- 
gating a case ofjthis kind, it is necessary to enquire how, and when, and by whom, this was 


brought about, and whether it has been got up within these few months pest. These men, up 
to the date of their secession, it is not pretended, were bad characters. But we have a right 
to inquire, up to that time only. Then they were the honoured members of the institution of 
a virtuous fraternity, according to the accused’s own statement Up to the time when they 
first gave evidence, the masons cannot impeach their credit, because the whole fraternity en-r 
dorscd their character, and the whole fraternity were responsible for their integrity, up to the 
date of such secession. No mason dare say, in a mason’s face, that these men were not credit- 
able up to that time. Then their character is sustained, by masons themselves, up to the time 
of their testifying ; and it is unimportant what their characters may have become since, or by 
whom blackened. 

What are the circumstances now, which corroborate these tainted witnesses! (to use ma» 
sonic language.) 

They set toith, that the members of the institution are bound together, by oaths, to secrecy, 
under the most horrid penalties, presenting death in all its most appalling forms: nothing 
shdrt of death ; there is no grade, ail are alike, and all directed to the disclosures. How does 
this corroborate the direct evidence ? In this way— in that secrecy — secrecy is the great boast, 
and distinguishing characteristic of the institution, Whether good or bad. ft is that which has 
fixed the public attention upon it heretofore, more than any other known quality or attribute 
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of the institution. One of their most learned lecturers, Mr. Brainard, who delivered a lecture 
in 1825, states^ “that secrecy is a virtue, that it was taught in the lodges as a virtue* and 
taught effectually. Is it not so ? is not masonic secrecy acknowledged as a mysterious thing? 
The most tattling man keeps this one thing — expel him, and he never tells this one thing- — mad, 
drunk, or crazy, he never tells — does he talk in his sleep ? it is not about masonry. Bribe him 
in his wants — tempt him in his pleasures, but he never tells . 11 

Secrecy is one of the boasted characteristics and virtues taught in the institution. But how 
is it, that the nature of man is thus changed ? Take men as they are formed, and communicate 
a secret, — and telling them not to disclose it, only creates an itching to tell it to the ne;xt neigh* 
hour, under a like injunction. * If a secret be entrusted to a large number of men, even though 
the disclosure is punishable with death in its ordinary shape, let it be circulated among a great 
number of men, and there never was a case, but of the lodge, in which it was not disclosed. 
The common means of enforcing secrecy, is not sufficient : while in this case, the very dis- 
closures show the most effectual teaching of secrecy, that human ingenuity and human power 
could invent ; for it is not to be punished trivially, but with death. And this corroborates the 
very fact of the nature of their secrecy, and shows that the testimony which they have given, 
-goes to tally with their conduct in this institution. 

Are there any other circumstances which corroborate the truth of these disclosures ? I pass 
over the many supposed masonic executions, and the alleged execution of Pritchard, ana the 
author of Jachin and Boaz, for these facts might be disputed ; and come to the fact, which we 
all know, and no one doubts — the case of William Morgan, who did disclose their secrets, and 
who was executed by men known to belong to this brotherhood, and of the degree to execute 
this penalty. I do not say, that if it had not been for these disclosures, the mere execution of 
William Morgan, by masons, would prove such execution to be required or authorized by 
masonry. Standing thus, it might have been nothing more than the execution of Morgan by 
individuals who happened to be masons, and be passed by as an ordinary murder. But when 
you take these disclosures, and show that they thus exact death, and in pursuance of these dis- 
closures, such death was inflicted bv just such persons as their laws would appoint execution- 
ers, what candid mind is there — what impartial man exists — what man who is not determined 
to shut his eyes to truth and light, whether right or wrong— what man is there, I appeal to 

n in the country, who would say that this is not strong corroborating testimony of tne truth 
ese disclosures ? 

But what further do these disclosures go to show ? They go to show that it is a part of the 
duty of masons to aid each other in their business, and power, and in exalting them to high 
places. 

I will not travel out of the record, but treat it fairly. What is masonry now ? “ It comprises 
men of rank, wealth, office, and talent, in power and out of power, and that in almost every 
place where power is of importance ; and it comprises, among other classes of the community, 
to the lowest , in large numbers, effective men, united together, and capable of being directed by 
the efforts of others, so as to havfe the force of concert through the civilized world . 11 — So says 
their orator Brainard. 

And are there no circumstances, independent of these, to corroborate? Look around: 
though but one hundred thousand of the people of these United States are free-masons, yet 
almost all the offices of high profit and high honour are filled with gentlemen of that institution. 
Out of the number of law judges in the state of Pennsylvania, eighteen-twentieths are masons; 
and twenty-two out of twenty-four states of the Union, are now governed by masonic chief 
magistrates. Although not a twentieth part of the voters of this commonwealth, and of the 
United States, are masons, yet they have contrived, by concert, to put themselves into eighteen 
out of twenty of the offices of profit and power. I defy contradictions this statement. 

When this is so, is it because the uninitiated are not fit for office ; or is it because those prin- 
ciples which have been disclosed are secretly acted upon ? And if the latter, is it not a strange 
corroboration of the direct testimony of seceding masons ? 

Now, what is the consequence regularly deduced from this statement of facts and arguments? 
I say that every man who had arrived at the higher degrees of masonry, and who perfectly un- 
derstood the principles, and approved of them, and adhered to them at the time of Morgan’s 
execution— I say, all those of the higher degrees, were accomplices before the fact, in the ma- 
sonic execution of William Morgan. I am satisfied that most masons know nothing about the 
principles of the institution ; that they know nothing of the ultimate designs and vile principles 
held by the leaders of the order. Therefore that number would not be implicated. But lam 
sorry that it falls to the lot of man to believe — and, sir, I am sorry for the sake of those whom 
I respect, that it is a necessary conseauence, from the proof embraced in this report — that aO 
those who knew the principles and adhered to them, at that time, were implicated as accessa- 
ries before the fact. 

I go further, and say, that all, since that time, who adhere to the institution, and knowing 
its principles, attempt to sustain it — we must say and believe, are accessaries, after the fact, in 
that bloody deed. 

What are the further consequences ? If these disclosures are true, then men that we have 
been accustomed to listen to, as the oracles of- God*; who have been accustomed from day to 
day, and from year to year, to assemble around the table of the Lord, cannot be considered, if 
they adhere to this institution, and uphold it, fit subjects for the communion, and for office • for 
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if these disclosures are true, if such things are done in the lodge, as the horrid scene of pro* 
tending to kneel at' the sepulchre of our Saviour, raising him from the grave, and pointing 
him out as ascending to the heavens ; speaking from the burning bush, and representing, in 
mortal shape, the character and voice of that God, whose voice made the mountains tremble ; 
if these acts exist, as the evidence shews, in my estimation they are more presumptuous than 
any thing which a Christian could endure. Pagans would blush at them, and consign such 
men to shame forever. Slight and trivial, compared with such heaven-braving acts, was the 
daring blasphemy, which fixed the eternal vulture on the living vitals of the Pagan malefactor. 

Can it be that this people, and this community, will not examine, will not call out with one 
unanimous inquiry, whether these things are so? Let them hold out the hand of fellowship 
to all those who will repent, and return ; and exclude with a sorrowful, but determined force, 
from all places of power, those who still belong to the institution ; and put them out from all 
communion with the holy and the good. 

The report was adopted. 

Friday, 17 th Sept . 1830. 

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment. Prayer by the Rev. Mr. Morse, of N. J. 

Mr. Ward, of New- York, from the committee of seceding masons, asked leave to be dis- 
charged from the duty of making their report, on the ground that there was not time during 
the session to make it sufficiently satisfactory and perfect. After some discussion, the motion 
was withdrawn. 

Mr. Armstrong, from the committee, then again submitted the report, amended so as to 
embrace the following passages from the “requisitions to make a good mason” in the “Philo- 
sophical Lodge of Knights Adepts of the Eagle or Sun — “ Behold, my dear brother, what 
you must fight against, apd destroy, before you can come to the knowledge of the true good and 
sovereign' happiness ! Behold this monster which you must conquer ; a serpent which we de- 
test aS an idol, that is adored by the idiot and the vulgar under the name of Religion.” 

[The whole of the requisition from which the preceding passage is taken, is as follows. “You 
must-shake off the yoke of infant prejudice concerning the mysteries of the reigning religion ; 
which worship has been imaginary, and only founded on the spirit of pride ; which envies to 
command ana be distinguished, and to be at the head of the vulgar ; in affecting an exterior 
purity ; which characterizes a false piety ; joined to a desire of acouiring that which is not 
its own, and is always the subject of this exterior pride, and unalterable source of many disor- 
ders ; which, being joined to gluttonness, is the daughter of. hypocrisy, and employs every 
matter' to satisfy carnal desires, and raises to these predominant passions, altars upon which 
she maintains, without ceasing, the light of iniquity, and sacrifices continually offerings to 
luxury, voluptuousness, hatred, envy, and perjury. Behold, my dear brother, what you must 
fight against, and destroy, before you can come to the knowledge of the true good and sovereign 
happiness ! Behold this monster, which you must conouer ; a serpent which we detest as an 
idol : that is adored by the idiot and the vulgar, under the name of Religion.”] 

Mr. Bernard acid, that agreeably td the resolution, the seceding masons could not certify 
to the truth of any obligation , of masonry of which they did not possess a personal know- 
ledge. Now, although he had received the most indubitable testimony of the accuracy of the 
passage or obligation reported by the chairman of the committee, none of the seceding masons 
composing that committee personally knew its truth. They could not, therefore, certify it. 

On motion of Mr. Hopkins, of New-York, the report with this amendment, was now 
again recommitted, with instructions to the committee to make it perfect, when time should 
permit after the adjournment, and to report to the publio. [See the resolution in the Journal.} 

Mr. Irwin, of Pennsylvania, from the committee appointed to consider and report the effect 
and bearing of the obligations and ties of masonry on the commerce and revenue of the 
United States, moved, in consequence of the want of time, that the committee be discharged 
from the further consideration of the subject. The motion was carried. 

Mr. Slade, of Vermont, from the committee to whom the report on the nomination of anti- 
masonic candidates for President and Vice President was recommitted, submitted the same 
report, in a more condensed form. The report concluded with the following resolution : 

Resolved, That it is recommended to the people of the United States, opposed to secret 
societies, to meet in Convention on Monday, the twenty-sixth day of September, 1831, at the 
city .of Baltimore, by delegates equal in number to their represenuitiyes in both houses of con- 
gress, with power to make nominations of suitable candidates for the offices of President and 
v ice President, to be supported at the next election : and for the transaction of such othet 
business as the cause of anti-masonry may require. 

Mr. Dexter, of Michigan, said he was opposed to the word “ power.” Many of our con- 
stituents were in favour of an immediate nomination. He wished the words, “ for the purpose 
pf nopiinating ,” to be inserted instead of the words “ with power to nomnatc.” He moved 
that amendment. 

Mr. Slade, of Vermont^ said that this convention had no “ power” to extend to other con- 
ventions : much less could it impose obligations . Instruction to delegates was, where it always 
should be, in the hands of the people. 

Mil Hollet, of New-York, said that we ought to adopt no dictatorial style. The spirit 
was the same — it amounted (o the same thing. It was not courteous, however, to seem to 
make it obligatory. We had no power to do so. Qthpr things were to be considered for 
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the benefit of anti-masonry, and it was not discreet for this convention to say what another 
should do. 

Mr. Maynard, of New-York, was in favour of giving the “power” but not of imposing 
the obligation. We might pass what resolves we pleased ; we could not make them obliga- 
tory on another convention. 

Mr. Dexter, of Michigan, said there was already in the party, a jealousy of predilections 
for old parties. Nothing would satisfy our constituents but being explicit. It was well known 
that many anti-masons had preferences in favour of the other candidates ; and candidates 
purely anti-masonic were necessary to keep the party from scattering. 

Mr. Todd, of Pennsylvania, moved, that the resolution be amended by striking out all that 
part giving instructions or directions at all. This motion was considered as for an amendment 
to an amendment. 

He said that from the part he had taken in the cause, no one would doubt his devotion to 
the principles, or his ardent desire, for the final success of the party. He thought that a can- 
didate should then be nominated, but he was opposed to any dictation to another convention, 
which the people, and not we, were to choose. In the people, and the people alone, rested the 
right of instruction. He was a republican, and believed that the representative was bound by 
the known will of his constituents. Why, then, not recommend a convention, and let the 
people give those whom they may send, the necessary instructions? Events might transpire 
which would alter the political aspect of affairs. No one could tell what would grow out 
of the coming elections, in New-York, Pennsylvania, and the Western States. Let this con- 
vention, however, determine as it might, he would acquiesce in its decision. But he knew 
that his constituents were in favour of no instructions to them from any convention. This 
right they reserved to themselves, and would never surrender it. Let this convention return 
to the people, without assuming a power of instruction, of right belonging to their constitu- 
ents. The new convention he believed, without detracting at all from the merits of this, 
would be equally competent to carry into execution the people’s will ; it would come fresh 
from their ranks, and could act under instructions on this very subject. Let us, then, recom- 
mend that a convention assemble at Baltimore, tp consult and deliberate upon the great inter- 
ests of anti-masonry, and let the people instruct its members what to do. 

Mr. Terry, of Connecticut, said he understood the resolution differently. He agreed with 

iJr. Stevens, of Pennsylvania, was^opposed^to the amendment. ^He thought it wouldput 
an extinguisher upon the party. It had been said that we have sinister objects in view. This 
amendment would strengthen the suspicions. He thought there was more meant than met 
the eye. 

Mr. Irwin, of Pennsylvania, said it was not his intention to have entered into a discussion, 
but he was under obligation to do so. He was fully sensible of his own feeble energies, and 
that it would be much more becoming for the youngest member of the convention to seek 
instruction and imbibe wisdom, by listening to the venerable gentlemen wfco surrounded him, 
than to offer views of his own. I am fully sensible, too, he continued, that the time of this 
convention is precious, but I am forced mto this discussion by the obligations which I am 
under, to express the sentiments of anti-masonry in that section of the country where I reside. 

I hold in my hand a paper, embracing resolutions passed at a meeting in Pittsburg, May 
15th, 1830. This meeting was represented" as being the largest anti-masonic meeting ever 
held in that section of the country. As a delegate to this convention 'from that section of the 
oountry, I feel it my duty to read these resolutions. The resolutions passed at that meeting 
enjoined on the delegates, the duty of carrying these resolutions into effect under these circum- 
stances. (The President here informed the gentleman that it would be out of order to read 
the resolutions of any meeting, except that by which the gentleman was appointed ; but he 
was at liberty to proceed with his remarks.] 

I beg leave to make a statement respectin g p ublic sentiment in that part of the country. 
From the time anti-masonry first appeared in Western Pennsylvania, I have associated and cor- 
responded with the friends of the 'cause; and without pretending to infallible accuracy, I 
believe I have ascertained the wishes and sentiments of that part of the country which I repre- 
sent. That populous country, composing the congressional district, at present represented by 
my worthy colleague, in the early part of this business declared publicly, that they would show 
by their words and their actions, that their purposes were political, and that they were deter- 
mined to exercise the elective franchise. When, sir, it was urged by our opponents, and the 
charge was brought forward, that we were trying to make our objections to the order bear on 
politics, we met them at the threshhold, and allowed that we wished to accomplish a political 
purpose. But that we claimed for its support the co-operation of all good men, and the lovers of 
their country. The arts of disputatious politicians were lost ; they endeavoured to raise a cry 
about persecution, and excite public sympathy, but it was in vain ; nothing could draw the 
honest yeomanry from the stand which they had taken. They were fbr applying a corrective 
to the evil at once. A question so important as this i& not to be passed over lighfly, or decided 
on hastily. We have discussed subjects of less moment, and on which we have made up' our 
minds. [Here the speaker was called to order by a gentleman from Massachusetts, who 
moved the previous question. He was, however, informed by the President, that the gentle- 
man who had the floor was perfectly in order and at liberty to proceed.] The speaker resumed. 
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Now I believe it to be a duty which was expressly enjoined on me by my constituents ; and 
although I am the youngest member of this convention, and although the gentleman opposite 
tn&y not wish to hear me talk, I shall take the liberty. I was going on to say, when I was 
interrupted, that nothing could draw the people from the stand which they had taken. No, 
air, they could not be provoked ? and would not be coaxed to persecute. To the fraternity they 
said, if you choose to be rulers m a secret government, you shall not rule over us. Our'repub- 
iican institutions shall be open to the world. But your legislation, and the execution of your 
laws, is hidden in midnight darkness. We hold the conclaves of the lodge, and secret bodies 
of men, as bad schools to learn political integrity ; but as it is the only corrective they intended 
to use, they wished to apply it to the fullest extent. They are therefore anxious that the 
United States may take a decided stand in favor of political anti-masonry. The hue and cry 
has been raised, it will be raised again, that we are in favour of proscription. But the cry 
scarce had any effect, except on the timid and uninformed— it is said now to affect them. The 
people will understand that they have as good a right to withhold their suffrages from one 
class of mep as from another. They would not sanction the proscription of monarchists or 
aristocrats ; but if they ask for office, the people will not trust them with political power ; 
and in so doing they would act wisely ; and so it is with regard to selfish and all-grasping free- 
masonry. Now, Mr. President, although it is my opinion that it is the wish of the anti- 
masonic party generally throughout the United States, and I believe it to be the wish particu- 
larly of anti-masons in Western Pennsylvania, that this convention should nominate can- 
didates, and I lately indulged the same wish; yet for the sake of unanimity, I shall 
cheerfully submit to the views of this convention. Let me observe, I think it a duty to our- 
selves, to our party and our country, to declare publicly and openly, that we consider it a dis- 
qualification for any office in the gift of a free people, to be subject to a government not recog- 
nized by our laws and constitution. One word more, and I have done. 

' I must say that I was much astonished to hear a gentleman confess, that he was for the first 
time to be informed that we met here for any political purpose whatever. 1 humbly conceive 
that we meet here for no other than a political purpose. Sir, we are a political party— we 
are not personally opposed to free-masons as individuals, because that might be, and fairly 
would be, considered proscription ; but we are opposed to the masonic institution, considering 
it dangerous in its political tendency — subversive of our private rights as citizens, ana 
destructive to morality and religion. In this our opposition is, as it should be, political To 
express our sentiments at a proper time — to correct the growing evil, and warn young men 
against the snare — to crush the monster of iniquity, still wreaking with human blood, we must 
go to the ballot-box, and there withhold our suffrages from those who hold allegiance to a tyrant 
more despotic than the one our glorious ancestors opposed in 1776, and by opposing which they 
secured the sacred independence which we are here assembled to fortify against the secret foes 
of freedom. Mr. President, I am done. I am sorry if I have trespassed upon the time of this 
convention, but I trust its members will be satisfied with the motives which impelled me. * 

The previous question being called for and sustained by the convention, the question upon 
Mr. Todd’s amendment was put and lost. The question then recurring upon Mr. Dexter's 
amendment, (to strike out the words “with power”) was put and carried. The resolution 
was then adopted in the following words : 

Resolved, That it is recommended to the people of the United States, opposed to secret 
societies, to meet in convention, on Monday, the twenty-sixth day of September, 1831, at the 
city of Baltimore, by delegates equal in number to their representatives in both houses of 
congress, to make nominations of suitable candidates for the offices of President and Vice 
President, to be supported at the next election ; and for the transaction of such other business 
as the cause of anti-masonry may require. 

Adjourned to 4, P. M. At 4, the convention reassembled. 

Mr. Whittleset moved a resolution, authorizing the national committee of correspondence 
to open a correspondence with candid members of the fraternity on the subject of secret socie- 
ties, and to publish their answers with their consent. 

A motion to strike out the word “ candid,” was lost. 

Mr. Stevens objected to the resolution. It would lead to controversy, and that was not the 
object of the convention. They were collectively invited to quit the institution by the Address 
which we have made. 

Mr. Whittlesey said, it seemed to be forgotten that the members of the masonic fraternity 
were members of civil society. Many of them had the same, or nearly the same, views dn 
the subject, with anti-masons, and he entertained a strong hope that the correspondence con- 
templated would elicit much good, and would induce many masons to surrender their allegiance 
to the fraternity. He was in favour of saving them. 

Mr. Stevens thought there was more in the resolution than met the eye. The members of 
the convention had gone for enough in putting their names to a most able address to the people 
of the United States, in which the fraternity were generally and affectionately invited to come 
out from among them. Anti-masonry stood on broad ground ; and he was opposed to en- 
gaging in any particular correspondence with any individual in the fraternity. He thought it 
would degrade the cause. He seemed to think it impolitic to give office-seeking masons a 
chance or dins promoting their selfish views. 

Mm Boiuuu expressed the same views. 
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On the resolution for opening a correspondence with candid masons, 

Mr. Slade, of Vermont, said that whatever doubts he might have entertained with regard to 
the expediency of bringing forward such a resolution, at this time, there could, it seemed to him, 
be none with regard to its adoption. For one, said Mr. S. I am unwilling to bear the imputation 
which will follow its rejection, — the imputation of shrinking from the discussion, which the con- 
templated correspondence may involve. Anti-masonry, sir, has nothing to fear from investiga- 
tion. It is the very element of its existence, as are secrecy and mystery that of the masonic 
institution. 

We have, Mr. President, been charged with aiming, not to abolish the institution of free- 
masonry, but rather to put its members under the ban of proscription, that we mav engross 
the offices and honours of the country. So far is this, sir, from being true, that the whole 
tendency of our efforts is to strip the institution of its borrowed robes, exhibit it in its true 
character, and dissolve the charm by which it maintains its empire over the minds of its members. 
It is not enough to array the community against it — not enough to make it the object of popular 
indignation, or to achieve a triumph over it at the ballot-boxes. Anti-masonry can never cease 
its efforts while there remains a single human being ensnared in its toils. Sir, 1 am not satis- 
fied to wait for the finale of masonry, till time shall have swept from the stage of life all the 
men who now belong to the institution, I would have them affectionately invited, and earnest- 
ly urged, to abjure their allegiance to it, and abandon it for ever. Come, let us reason together 9 
is an appeal which, I am sure, they cannot all resist. Indeed, sir, there are, I am confident, 
mpny, veiy many, who do really desire to come out, and want but the opportunity which such 
an invitation as that which is contemplated by the resolution upon your table, would furnish. 
Make such invitation a part of your system of operations, anal cannot permit myself to doubt 
that masons will soon be seen flocking in great numbers to your standard. 

There are, it should also be observed, some sections of our country which are yet in almost 
total darkness, on the subject of masonry. There is not in New-Hampshire, or in Maine, or in 
one of the States south of the Potomac, a single press devoted to our cause, or that will freely 

S ublish the truth, and the whole truth, concerning it ! Now, sir, I wish masons in those 
tates, particularly, to be corresponded with, on the subject of their institution. There are, 
I doubt not, many among them, who will freely respond to respectful inquiries concerning it, 
and as freely express in regard to it, their decided disapprobation and their determination to re- 
nounce it. We want to save them from masonry ; and we want their influence to save others 
from it, and accelerate its downfall. Those portions of the countiy now in darkness, might 
thus be roused to investigation, and to the establishment of presses which should aid them in its 
prosecution. 

Every view which I can take of this subject presents to my mind strong arguments in favour 
of the resolution ; afid I cannot refrain from an expression of my earnest hope that it may 
be adopted. 

Mr. Irwin agreed with his colleague from Pennsylvania, that there was more in this reso- 
lution than met the eye. This was not the way in which anti-masons in Pennsylvania had 
-met the fraternity. 

Mr. Seward said, he thought the two gentlemen from Pennsylvania had suffered them- 
selves to be excited into an unnecessary apprehensiveness on this subject. No one who knew 
the zeal and labours of the mover of this resolution, could suspect that, in offering it* he was 
governed by sinister designs. In New York, and in the eastern states, such an interchange of 
sentiments with candid masons was a favourite mode of promoting the cause of anti-masonry. 
Mr. Hanna, of Ohio, objected to the resolution. 

Mr. Phelps could not for a moment doubt the motives of any member of this convention in 
moving any proposition. He had full confidence in the national committee of correspondence ; 
and he moved the reference of the resolution to that committee. 

Mr. Whittlesey withdrew the resolution. He said that if any one member objected, it 
was motive enough for him to withdraw it. 

Mr. Slade, of Vermont, moved a resolution on the subject of raising funds in the 
several states, for the gratuitous dissemination of intelligence See . — He said that the resolution 
he had just offered was suggested to him by the report made yesterday on the state of the press. 
That report exhibits a state of facts which may well excite our earnest attention. 

The institution of masonry is extended over the whole of the United States, — embraces 
probably about 100,000 of its population, and is sustained by the influence of wealth, of talents, 
and of station. Its principles have excited to the commission of crimes of the most atrocious 
character; while it has successfully interposed its power to shield the perpetrators of them 
from the claims of criminal justice. An investigation of the principles of the institution — 
such an investigation. as will enable the people of the United States to pass their definitive sen- 
tence upon it, is demanded by every consideration connected with the safety of our citizens, 
and the permanency of our free institutions. This investigation chn be carried on only through 
the medium of the press ; and to that have the people a right to look for the truth, and the 
whole truth, upon a subject whieh so deeply concerns them. 

Now, sir, what is the state of the press m the United States 7 Of nearly 1000 newspapers, 
there are but about 125 whose columns are open to the truth on the subject of masonry ! It is 
not my purpose, Mr. President, to comment at length upon this state of things. I will only 
allow myself to say that it exhibits an extent of masonic influence over the press, which pro- 
elaima the gigantic power of the institution in language which none can misunderstand. 
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Shall this state of things continue ? Shall the people remain longer in darkness on the sub- 
ject of masonry ? Sir, we have assembled to answer these questions with a decided negative. 
We have come together to investigate the principles of the masonic institution, and look into the 
facts connected with the application of those principles. But how are we to gain access to the 
people of the United States ? How are we to spread before them the result of our inquiries? 
How are we to act on public opinion, and give it a right direction in regard to this subject ? 
The resolution which I have just offered suggests the only answer that can be given to these 
inquiries. It looks to measures for the gratuitous dissemination of intelligence on the subject 
of speculative ffee-masoniy — measures which, if faithfully executed, will carry the truth to 
every door, and pour its light into every cottage, in the United States. Let anti-masons act, 
immediately and efficiently, upon the recommendation of this resolution— distributing through- 
out eveiy state the proceedings of this convention, and other means of information, and an im- 
pulse will be given to our cause which nothing can resist. 

Hitherto, sir, it is well known, that a few individuals in those sections of the country where 
efforts have been made, have sustained a very disproportionate share of the expences which 
those efforts have involved. Some of them, indeed, (and among them I number one, at least, of 
my respected colleagues,) have materially impaired their estates by their generous devotion to 
the cause. They should be relieved, sir, by the adoption of measures to raise the necessary 
funds by more general contributions. 

The gratuitous dissemination of intelligence which the resolution contemplates, is, in my 
opinion, worthy of special regard, as connected with the establishment of anti-masonic presses. 
Let the people in any particular section of the country, hitherto in darkness on the subject of 
masonry, become thoroughly awakened to its importance, and they will take measures to estab- 
lish presses which will become permanent fountains of light. It is by this process, that such a 
revolution is to be effected in the newspaper press of the United States, as is demanded by the 
just claims of anti-masonry. Let private liberality, in the true spirit of anti-masonic benevo- 
lence, go forward, and free presses will assuredly follow in their train. Such, I am confident, 
will be the result in Vermont ; and such, I doubt not, will be the result, every where. 

All the measures, Mr. President, which we propose for the advancement of our cause, 
should not only be worthy of its noble and generous purpose, but adapted to meet, and over- 
come the obstacles which it is destined to encounter. We must remember that we are contend- 
ing with a wealthy and a powerful fraternity, who are capable, in various ways, of exerting 
fearful control over the press of the country. We know how much their cause depends for its 
success upon the suppression of free inquiry ; and how ready those of them who are 
labouring to sustain the institution, are, to stifle every effort to arraign it at the bar of public 
opinion. 

To meet, successfully, such an array of strength, in a manner becoming the cause in which 
we are engaged, will require sacrifices of no ordinary magnitude. They must be made — They 
will be made. The spirit of anti-masonry, is a spirit which will never shrink from making 
them. It will not shrink, sir, because it is the spirit of freemen, sustained by truth, and indig- 
nant at the efforts which are made to suppress it. And what freeman can fail to feel indig- 
nant when he sees the leading members of a powerful fraternity, labouring in concert, through- 
out the whole country, to muzzle the press, and conceal from the public view, and shield from 
just animadversion, the principles and practices of their institution? Where is the freeman who 
is prepared to submit, quietly, to such a state of things as this? Look at it, sir! Masonry must 
not be investigated ! This i3 the doctrine — no matter now groundless may be its pretensions — 
how gross its imposture — how treasonable its principles — or how black its crimes — all — all is 
sacred — inviolable! A national intellect invigorated by the spirit of freedom, grasps ate^ery 
thing — investigates every thing. No association of men, no measures of government — no act 
of any public man, can escape. Every thing meets its penetrating glance, and feels its resist- 
less power. But masonry — the “ ancient and honourable” — must be protected— defended — 
guarded, against its sacrilegious intrusions into her sanctuary. 

Sir, this state of things is not to be endured. The truth must, and will have free course. 
The people are beginning, in earnest, to inquire wherefore masonry should not be brought out 
and examined in the broad day-Kght of truth. It is to meet and gratify this spirit of inquiry, 
that I have brought forward this resolution. It aims to concentrate, so as to give effect to, 
private liberality, for the purpose of presenting the truth to the people of the United States, 
that they may be enabled to pass their sentence of approval or condemnation upon the 
masonic institution. 

* A resolution was adopted for the publication of the whole proceedings of the convention, in- 
cluding, of course, the several official reports of committees on resolutions referred to them. 
Mr. Hopkins stated, that they would probably be stereotyped. 

A resolution of thanks to the president of the convention, having been moved and adopted, 
as mentioned in the Journal, 

Mr. Granger made his acknowledgments in a few veiy impressive and eloquent remarks, 
in the course of which he said that the duties of the chair nad been rendered light by the mag- 
nanimous conduct of the convention, and by the correct deportment of the citizens of this con- 
fessedly polished city, who had attended its deliberations. 

The thanks of the convention were also voted to the Vice President and Secretaries. 

The convention, after prayer from the Rev. Mr. Bedard, adjourned, sine die. 
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The following Remarks were received in a revised form , too late for insertion 
in their proper place. 

In the debate on Mr. Whittlesey’s report, 

Mr. Cooke, of New- York. All, I presume, who have heard the statement of fhcts, in the 
report under consideration, will admit that it forms the most important object to which this 
convention can direct its attention. It is a history of the basis, ground- work, and superstruc- 
ture of anti-masonry. And before I proceed, I must say, that I reel a debt of gratitude, I feel 
the necessity of acknowledging to the gentlemen who have furnished these facts, our obligations 
for the light they have shed upon this subject. I allude to those gentlemen who formerly be- 
longed to the masonic institution. True it i $ sir, that the outrage, violence, and crimes of the 
institution were such as to arouse the fears of the uninitiated, but without the disclosures of 
those 'who have seceded from the institution, we should have yet remained in a state of com- 
parative darkness. R has been by the united efforts of those who have felt it their duty to 
secede, together with others of our committees, that the present information is now before the 
public. I feel bound to make the acknowledgment — it is due to these gentlemen. 

It is due to this convention to explain in some detail the thousand reasons why further facts 
have not been elicited, as stated in the report. 

The report commences with the origin of the transactions in relation to William Morgan. 

At Batavia, in the western part of the state of New- York, the first act, relating to this subject, 
was committed, which put at defiance the laws of the state. With the seizure of Mr. Morgan 
commenced the history 'of this tragedy, but with the termination of the life of that man, the 
facts to be produced will not be terminated. The report alludes to violent expressions, but it 
has not been told what they were. I will mention a few. It was mentioned by high masons 
in the neighbourhood of the outrage, men of the first respectability, that the book alluded to in 
the report should be suppressed, ana should never meet the public eye, if it cost their lives ; 
that the lives of half a dozen such men as Miller and Morgan, when put in comparison with 
the appearance of that book, were of but little moment. This was before that man was ab- 
ducted. 

When the motley group assembled, at the dark hour of midnight, lo perpetrate an outrage 
on that which is justly styled the palladium of the liberty of our country, when perhaps one 
hundred masons from fifty miles east, and forty miles west, were assembled, at the midnight 
hour, in the peaceful village of Batavia ; so strong fears had they of the laws upon their mind, 
so convinced were they of their own criminality, and that the abodes which they were about to 
assault would be defended, that in a fright they abandoned their project, and sought a hiding- 
place from the light of day. 

This was not all, sir ; after this each resorted to his home — time was given for concert — a 
party came from a distance, and seized and removed the man, as stated in the report While 
on the way from Batavia to Canandaigua, the prime mover, who sat upon the box of the car- 
riage, made this ever-memorable declaration : when the driver had doubts whether he would 
not be in danger, he engaged to indemnify him, and said — and I wish every one to observe it 
— M They never shall retake Morgan alive.’’ 

Here was a declaration of their purpose in the outset — it was repeated from time to time. 

I now pass to Canandhigua. 

When Morgan was in lail he remarked to a fellow-prisoner, while Lawson was engaged, in 
effecting his release, <( If this man should betray me, I 'would not give much for my life.” When 
he got to the door of the prison, a single whistle brought to their assistance the r uffian bands 
that carried him away. When they got him to the door he cried murder, but they carried 
him to the back part of the village ; and one single knock upon the curb of a well brought a 
carriage in waiting. When they were proceeding from the jail-step to the carriage, one said 
to him, “ You know you have forfeited your life.” 

It is unnecessary to be very minute about his transportation to Niagara county ; there are, 
however, some occurrences after he reached that county which it will be proper for me to 
state. 

The report states that a reverend gentleman arrived by the stage at Murdock’s. He had a 
conversation, the import of which was unknown ; he inquired of the keeper of the house if he 
was a royal arch mason, but being answered in the negative, he inquired if there was one in 
the neighbourhood ; and on being informed that there was one within about a mile, he de- 
manded a pen and paper, and wrote to Jeremiah Brown. They then passed on in the stage, 
and soon after Brown came back to the tavern with two horses. The carriage with Morgan 
In it had not yet arrived. Brown procured feed for his horses, and in a few moments the car* | 
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Wage came along. After a moment’s consultation they took the horses from their feed and 
went on. It was for a long time supposed that these horses were attached to the carriage. 
Brown eventually got on the box, and they arrived at Wright’s, somewhere about sundown, 
and Burrage Smith passed on to Lockport. Here a witness, whose testimony is important, 
had been spirited away by masonic agency no less than three times. The carriage was first 
dri venunder the shed, but being considered insecure there, it was taken out and removed to an 
enclosed barn. Farewell, the witness alluded to, was called, and he and another stayed in the * 
bam while the others went to simper. During the time they were with him, Morgan was 
silent. A lantern was brought; ne was taken out of and returned to the carriage again ; at this 
time, he was blinded with a number of handkerchiefs, reaching down to his breast, in such a 
manner as to exclude the light. They remained here till about 8 o’clock, and next arrived at 
Molyneux, — Mather stopped, and Brown, with Platt’s carriage, went on — they next arrived at 
Ltewistown, where they left the carriage in a back street. At Wright’s, Bruce, sheriff of Nia- 
gara county, took charge, and Hague was in company. This carnage was obtained by Platt 
at Rochester, — it was fUrnished to go west, and how he (Platt) happened to know that it was 
to be charged to the “ grand chapter pro tern.,” I know not, but so he charged it, and had not 
received payment when he testified. 

Barton was called on at Lewiston, by Bruce, for a carnage. It is a matter worthy of ob- 
servation, that this man was seen in company with this same reverend clergyman the same 
evening— I saw him. When they arrived at Youngstown they stopped, and called up William 
King ; and when within about forty rods of the fort they left the carnage and proceeded on 
ftx>L Arrived at the ferry-house, this memorable declaration was made, — “We nave got the 
rascal who has been disclosing the secrets of free-masonry.” While stopping at the door at 
King’s, the man made some noise, and it was understood to be a call for some water. At the 
fort, Bruce said to Giddins, “Let us have some water for the poor wretch.” These were the 
epithets they applied to their victim. They crossed the river, and Bruce and King proceeded 
to Niagara, where they found two or three brethren, and came back again. At the beach 
Morgan appeared to be in distress, and in one instance went so for as to remark, “ I am your 
prisoner, snow your magnanimity by treating me kindly.” They told him to be silent, upon 
pain of death. After a mile he again attempted to speak, but one of them took a pistol and 
pressed it against his breast, and said, “ Be silent, or you are a dead man.” 

When they found that no arrangement had been made for receiving him on the Canada side, 
they recrossed to fort Niagara, and took him to the magazine, and there deposited him under 
lock and key. 

It may be a matter of curiosity to describe what kind of a building this magazine is. The 
fort was at the time abandoned, except by two persons, the one a keeper, and the other a ferry- 
man. The building is of stone, some forty or fifty feet in length, ana thirty to forty wide, and 
the walls bomb-proof, from six to ten feet thick. There was no aperture except the door and 
two windows, which were strongly fastened cm the outside. It was here that this man was 
incarcerated. He was deposited about three or four o’clock in the morning of the 14th of Sep- 
tember, 1826, the day appointed for the installation of the royal arch chapter at Lewiston. 
King and Bruce went to Lewiston, and Giddins remained at the fort. 

Aoout nine o’clock in the morning, Giddins and Jackson went to the magazine to see the 
situation of the prisoner, and to relieve his wants. On going to the prison the presentiment of 
danger on Ihe part of Morgan was so strong, that he refused them entrance. Jackson ran away. 
Morgan was at this time making a noise, and they endeavoured to still him, pretended to have 
fire-arms, and threatened to shoot him ; this caused him to cry murder several times. 

The next step was, that Jackson should be sent to Lewiston, with word that the prisoner 
was making a noise, and they were fearful of discovery. He went and informed Hague, who 
formerly had the care of him. Hague went to the magazine. Morgan said, “ I will not be 
bled to death by that doctor.” Hague had not sufficient courage to enter the cell, and went 
back to Lewiston again, and two others proceeded to the fort to still the noise. Lawson, his 
friend , made himself known to Giddins : proceeding to the magazine, one said, “ He will 
make no more noise after he hears me.” He went into the prison, and, as it was dark, said, 

“ Where are you, Morgan ?” and seized his hand, and gave him some kind of grip which stilled 
him, saying^ “ If you are not silent, death is your portion immediately.” This man remained 
till the evening, at which time a large number was assembled of those who had met to install 
the benevolent chapter at Lewiston. 

Many called on their friend, Mr. Giddins : he was a faithful man, who had had the care of 
Morgan, and they promoted his interest by drinking at his house freely. The company continued 
till about eleven o’clock, when it was found tint but seven remained of the whole. These seven 
consulted upon the propriety of inflicting the penalty ; each and all fell in with the sentiment, 
that he had forfeited his life : there was no contrariety of opinion — and their duty as masons 
was to inflict the penalty. They opened the prison, and found Morgan. He had freed him- 
self from his cords and bandages. 

The high priest, for he was at this time high priest, having that day been installed — hav- 
ing on his breast-plate, and “ Holiness to the Lord,” inscribed in front — this was the 
man who addressed Morgan, in the magazine, when he knew that none but the initiated could 
bear — “ How dare you break your obligation— ^prepare to meet your God — for you have but 
a few minutes to live !” 
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This was the language of the high priest of the benevolent chapter of Lewiston. This dan 
of seven retired to ue common, where no eavesdropper could approach them without being 
discovered ; and they all agreed that the man must be executed, that he had forfeited his life, 
and was entitled to no sympathy whatever ; and it was their duty to put the penalty into 
execution. They moreover devised a plan how to do it without detection. It was to take 
him to the Niagara river, and there sink him, where he would be seen no more. They moved 
towards the fort a little distance, when a young man, perhaps thinking of the advice of an old 
friend, fell in die rear. On being rallied, he says, “ Gentlerqen, I am bound to go with you, if 
you insist on it, but I beg to be excused.” Others joined him, and it was agreed to abandon 
th e p roject for that night. 

Word was sent to Morgan that he was not then to be put to death ; that they must send to 
‘Jerusalem to ask what was to be done with him. Thus ends the scene of September four- 
teenth, 1826. . 

These men, after havihg met and prepared their scheme, retired to their places of abode. 

On the 15th a new assemblage met at the fort, and among them the high priest and Elisha 
Adams. At that meeting the subject came up again, and there was some reluctance with part 
of them ; there was a little doubt with some as to the propriety of executing him at that tune. 
There was one man, (and I am sorry to say it, for lie lives not more than a mile and a half 
from me, and a man whom I had ever held high as a moralist,! who, when a doubt was 
expressed about the propriety of the act, to silence that doubt, brought forth a passage from the 
Holy Bible to show that it was right that he should be executed. He not only stated it, but 
insisted on it. A controversy, however, arose, and became somewhat warm ; the keeper was 
against putting the man to death ; even Elisha Adams was silent, which was equivalent to an 
objection. The contest arose to such a height, that a personal combat had well nigh taken 
place. 

At this time the high priest said, “ How dare you advocate such doctrines in our presence ?” 
Having charge of the whole affair, this high priest directed the keys to be given up to Adams, 
who would be more submissive to his orders. Giddins said, “ Well, I am now free from this 
matter.” So much doubt had been expressed that the execution was ’deferred. 

Adams remained there. Still Giddins was not so far released, but that he remained aid- 
ing and assisting in keeping the man, but opposed to executing the sentence. He provided 
the necessary food, &c. and Adams attended to the administration. On the evening of the 
17th of September, Giddins having business across the lake, 3(1 or 40 miles, embarked on board 
a steam boat, glad to clear himself from further interference in the matter. He remained till 
the 2l8t of September, during which time an impenetrable veil covers all, through which 
nothing has been yet discovered, nor will be discovered, unless there should be some valuable 
accessions of seceding masons. 

Giddins coming back, asked the captain of the steam boat if the prisoner was still there? 
The reply was, “No ; he has gone where he will write no more books.” When he arrived at 
Niagara, he fell in with Adams, the man who had remained at his house. Adams was much 
distressed, and said that “ they had murdered the man,” and gave the particulars, which are not 
necessary to be mentioned. We have reason to infer, that he was murdered on the 19th of 
September, 1826. 

The people in that neighbourhood Were entirely ignorant of all these things. I mean the 
uninitiated. Most of the masons who attended the installation were acquainted with the fact 
that Morgan was at the fort ; yet, under such absolute subjection was the press, that though 
living but seven miles from the fort, intimation of the event only came to us at Lewiston on 
some of the first days of the month of December following. 

When the fact was reported to us, that this man had been carried through our village to 
Niagara, we felt inclined to discredit it. The seeming impossibility, that in a country settled 
like that, a man could be taken from Canandaigua m the way that he was, and deposited as 
described, without our hearing of it, rendered the thing ihcrediole. The previous reports had 
been, that Morgan had been carried to Hanford’s landing, the place where Hubbard put him 
down. We supposed, at first, that he was carried across the lake from the mouth of 
Genessee river. 

When the facts came to our knowledge, as citizens, we felt a deep interest in supporting the 
laws and discountenancing the outrage ; not that we knew any thing of Morgan or his family ; 
but to vindicate the laws, we stepped forward and began to inquire of our neighbours, “Did 
you know any thing of (he fact of Morgan being taken through this place to fort Niagara?” 

On making this inquiry, there was but a single countenance among the masons of that 
vicinity, and that was expressive of contempt. Those who embarked in it were cautioned, 

44 As you value your business, and all that is dear to you in your high standing, take care not 
to meddle with that Morgan affair.” More than once have our committees been approached in 
that way. Many falsehoods were got up — that Morgan had been seen floating upon the lake 
on a field of ice ; that he was somewhere peddling his books ; that he was in Canada tending 
bar, &c. By these reports it was intended to stifle public investigation. The result was, that 
every man tnat had not submitted himself to the disgraceful cable-tow, laid his hand on his 
heart and said, Can it thus be, that the first men in the community have been engaged in such 
wickedness? You must not, cannot, inquire whether a man has been carried through the i 
land and concealed. Yes, such was the fact ; and the result was, the call of a meeting to 1 

appoint a committee whose duty it should be to act till the end of the tragedy could be aacer- i 


Digitized by 


Google 



' DEBATES. 


m 


tained. I happened to be present, and had the honour to be placed upon this committee. We 
entered upon the duty, ana the people looked to us for information ; and with the <vwnhjn^ 
efforts of the committees east, as the report sets forth, we performed our engagement. 

On the assembling of the committee, certain facts were communicated from the Canada side 
of the river. It was known on the Canada side, that Morgan had been brought to fort 
Niagara ; and some believed that die first penalty had been inflicted, of having his throat cut; 
it was, at least, pretty well understood that he was carried to the Ganada shore, and lodged in 
toome part of the Town of Niagara. This led us into Canada, thinking it probable that he had 
been put to death in that place. Some of the committee took it upon them to go before the 
gTana jury in Canada. It was found that the foreman was a mason. The jury agreed to con- 
sider the subject. The names of witnesses were furnished — die court soon after adjourned for 
the night. Those masons whose names had been furnished sis witnesses, were called upon. 
The next morning the member of the committee who inside the complaint was informed, that 
the grand jury, in their wisdom, had gone into the court room, informally, and had advised 
with his honour the judge, who was a mason. He advised them to have nothing to do with 
the subject, except to meet smd dismiss it. And they did sis they were instructed. 

I speak of this as illustrative of the fact, that masonry is the same every where. We had 
then a relation of a gentleman, who has since been a member of parliament. 

• Some time in thelatteV part of January, there were several members from the committees, 
seventeen in number, who assembled, and proceeded first to Niagara, in Canada, and then re- 
turned and went into the fort. This was the first time that the magazine was thoroughly 
searched after Morgan was confined in it. On entering the magazine, it was found that some 
human being must nave been confined in it. There were various evidences of the fact. On 
returning from that place, we met again at Lewiston, .and gave an invitation to many in 
the surrounding country, informing them that the oommittee had assembled there merely to 
ascertain the facts in relation to Morgan’s being carried through that place to Niagara. No 
sooner was this notice given, than a vast concourse of masons was assembled, not to give in- 
formation or facts, which would enable the committee to proceed, but to insult, brow-beat, 
and drive from the spot the gentlemen who had convened; 

I am sorry to state the fact, but it was among the first inhabitants of the village in which I 
reside, that we found the most inveterate and insolent opposers. Not only dia they molest 
and hinder individuals who were inquiring after simple facts, but one man came into the room 
and extinguished the light. It was thought that something violent would ensue, but it turned 
out otherwise : we separated without being attacked. 

No information was obtained ; no mason came forward, though more than twenty of them 
were well -acquainted with all the ramifications and final termination of this tragedy. More 
than twenty were in the committee room ; yet not one fact did they communicate. The next 
thing was for the heralds of the press to proclaim that a self-styled convention had assembled 
from different counties, to disturb the innocent repose of the good citizens of the county of 
Niagara. This they did with the most abusive language ; and a mason who had sworn to 
prosecute offenders against the laws, came forward ana publicly insulted this body of men. 

It may be asked, and probably will be, why did you not have a magistrate and put the laws 
in force ? We did attempt it, but the all-powerful hand of free-masonry interposed at every 
step. An offender was arrested ; we had none but masonic witnesses. It must have been a 
firm magistrate who would not have been abashed at the formidable array and threatening 
aspect of the fraternity: and under these circumstances it was difficult to press forward 
the same searching inquiries as in common cases. 

On looking round, we found that the magistrates were all masons. When we looked to a 
grand jury, Eli Bruce was the sheriff, and the man to select that jury. You might pursue any 
course, and the result was the same — the judges were masons. This was the situation of the 
county of Niagara. We intended to have done something at the January term, 1827 ; for it 
had not entered our conceptions, but what if men were in possession of facts, they would come 
forward and disclose, them ; but in this we were in error. 

In April term of our oyer and terminer, a complaint was preferred against Eli Bruce, for the 
abduction of William Morgan. It was found, however, before the grand jury assembled, that 
there were but two men with whom we could intrust the papers respecting the affair. To these 
men the committee resorted ; they framed certain written questions which were handed over 
to them ; and they agreed that when masonic witnesses came before the grand jury, these 
questions should be put and answered. I regret to say, that one of these two proved recreant 
00 that there was but one single man on the grand jury, out of nineteen or twenty, who darea 
to come forward and face the frowns of the majority, and ask a question upon the subject. 
These witnesses, before they went before the jury, met and held a consultation as to what 
answers should be given to any questions that should be put ; and the resolution — I know not 
by what other name to call it — but the horrible resolution was, We will say we know nothing 
about William Morgan or his abduction. Such was the resolution, and suen the answer. 

When these men retired from the grand jury chamber, (and die examination took but a 
short time,) one remarked, I told them I knew nothing about it, and there it ended. The 
deliberations of the grand jury were one of the most extraordinary phenomena of the day. 
Seme of the most extraordinary measures ever heard of before any grand jury in this country, 
were there taken. 
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When the complaint was pending against the accused, the foreman of the grand jury retired 
from the room 5 he who was sworn to execute the laws impartially. He was seen retiring to a 
private chamber, in consultation with the accused. I witnessed that, which shook my confi- 
dence in the protection of the laws more than any thing else I had ever beheld. A witness 
was introduced, who testified that Eli Bruce made a confession materially implicating himself. 
When he had answered that question, he was told to retire. A messenger was then sent, and 
introduced three or four witnesses to impeach the character of the last This game was played 
off again and again^ rill they succeeded, by this false and foul practice, in discrediting the 
testimony of the witness. 

In thin gloomy affair, I felt that it was more likely I should be presented, than that the 
accused would. The report states that, after winding up the proceedings of this grand jury, 
with a view to rebut the statement sent to governor Clinton, they came out with another state- 
ment, ami forwarded it to him, declaring that there was no shadow of evidence that Morgan 
was taken through that county. Here we saw the laws successfully put at defiance ; and 
here the exertions to indict in the county of Niagara were abandoned. To Ontario countv be 
the praise given, of indicting the first conspirator, and punishing almost all the others. True, 
at Batavia, two or three were convicted of the abduction of Miller ; but has there been a con- 
viction in Batavia, Monroe, Orleans, or Niagara, for the abduction of Morgan ? Not one. 

We abandoned the idea, of doing any thing to enforce the laws in the county of Niagara. 
We had petitioned the legislature for aid ; they were pretending that something should be none, 
but intending that nothing should be done. A special officer was appointed to visit the coun- 
ties and assist the prosecutors. This officer entered on the discharge of his duty, and procured 
a number of indictments. 

It may be asked, how could he procure indictments, when they could not be procured pre- 
viously. The law respecting the selection of grand jurors had Seen altered, so that he could 
have some men on grand juries besides masons. This officer prosecuted his duty, till it pleased 
the authorities of the state of New-York to remove him from the appointment, and introduce 
some man who was not so extensively acquainted with the facts. That officer entered upon 
his duty with great activity and indefatigable industry, came well nigh to the conviction of 
some of the members of the fraternity ; when, on making a report to the executive thereon, 
which charged the masonic institution as directly implicated, he was publicly insulted in the hall 
of the legislature. His report was treated with contumely, and that report never appeared in 
the official gazette of the state. Some portions of it were published, not calculated to bear 
against masonry. 

When this officer was publicly insulted, and his official communication to the executive ot 
the state, whose duty it was to enforce the execution of the laws, were disclosed to the counsel 
for the defendants, could a man of the high standing of that counsellor, just selected to fill a 
station of such magnitude, nay, would it have been right for him to submit to that indignity ? 
No, sir. He comes out to the world and states, you have treated your faithful agent with in- 
dignity, and haVe disclosed confidential information to the accused. We ask, then, can you 
bring men to justice under such circumstances ? I will retire from the station, said the inde- 
pendent counsel, and you may take other and different men — I will no longer act as your agent. 
This was honourable to the man. 

The appointment of counsel, as I before remarked, never was intended to lead to the convic- 
tion of these men. When it was discovered that he was likely to effect that object, they took 
means to dismiss him indirectly, and to induce the public to believe it was done in good faith. 
In a short space of time, another is exercising the duties of that office, and what will be done by 
him can only be surmised by what has been done. 

I fear I shall be tedious, -but I must mention a few important facts in relation to the trial at 
Niagara. The late trial of Ezekiel Jewett, who had the care of the magazine, came on at a 
special court appointed for the purpose. A high judicial officer, one of the bench of the Supreme 
Court of the state of New-York, was selected to preside at the trial. And what was the result? 
It was the punishment of several witnesses, and a total exemption from punishment of all the 
accused. The judge said, if he could not punish the defendants, he could punish the wit- 
nesses. 

The trial came on, and exhibited one of the most singular spectacles ever seen in a court of 
justice. It was not enough that three or four counsel came forward to defend the accused, as 
the laws permit, but the witnesses also had counsel, and from rime to time, as questions were 
put to them, these witnesses retired for consultation with their separate counsel. 

Is this a court of justice ? At least it exhibited a new course of proceeding. A question 
would be put by the prosecuting officer. The witness would object to answering it. Time 
was consumed in urging the question ; then the counsel for the witness would rise and object, 
that the answer would nave a bearing against him, and would proceed to show how and where: 
an unprecedented course of proceeding, a kind of triangular trial. 

On this trial numerous witnesses were called from different parts of the country. All the 
facts stated in the report respecting Morgan’s being carried to Niagara, were substantiated 
frilly. The only means of escape was, that no testimony appeared directly implicating Jewett 
in the transaction, and bringing it home to his personal knowledge that Morgan was confined 
in the magazine. The testimony was much the same as that on the trial at Canandaigua. 
Isaac Farewell had been twice before sent for as a witness, and by the exertions of tbe«Pmmit- 
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tee, a few days before the trial, was proceeding homeward to his family, whom he had not 
seen for more than a year. On his way he came to the house of Soloman C. Wright, who is 
a free-mason. They succeeded, by the aid of Wright’s wife, in making him believe, that 
during his absence his wife’s affections had beeome alienated, and that she was about to be 
married to another. This, with other circumstances, induced him to consent to be put into a 
one-horse waggon, and to be covered over with a buffalo skin, and transported by the woman 
and a small boy fourteen miles, to the line of Canada. Finally, it was ascertained where he 
had stopped* and his wife was employed to go after him, but before she reached the place 
he had changed his residence to another place, not far off ; but, for fear of his being kid- 
napped and brought to this side, the masons succeeded in transporting him further into the 
interior, and the testimony of that man could not be procured on that trial, or the previous one. 

Turner, who is now deputy marshal, for taking the census of the county of Niagara, was 
called on as a witness. He refused to answer, and contemned the laws. 

The most important witness was Wm. P. Daniels, who was called upon to testify, but he 
refused ; the law was laid down to him by the judge, but he refused to answer three, four, of 
five different questions, on the express ground that it would criminate himself, as an accessory- 
in the murder of William Morgan. This testimony was wrenched from him with great diffi- 
culty : the writhings and contortions of the man showed that conscience was at work. The 
judge remarked, “ If you answer in this way without its being true, you commit peijury.” On 
another occasion he said to one of the witnesses, “ I fear you have more regard for the defendant 
than you have for yourself” Such is free-masonry in its naked deformity. These men had 
nearly all occupied nigh stations in society, and the result was, that although the testimony was 
sufficient to convince any intelligent jury, yet they were acquitted. 

I might have mentioned one other important fact. A juror was called on, but objected to on 
account of his being a mason. The juror was asked to answer this question, “ Is there any 
thing in the laws of your institution, which will punish a mason for inflicting punishment on a 
traitor ?” He gave a negative answer, and for that, among other reasons, the juror was set 
aside. 

j There are many other facts and circumstances which I might mention, to show the principles 
of free-masonry to be the same in all parts of the world. 

It is mentioned in the report, that these masons experienced the sympathy of the order. Eli 
Bruce was called up, and refused to testify ; and although under the sentence of the law upon 
a previous conviction for this outrage, yet the house where he lodged was thronged by masons 
passing to and from his lodgings. It appeared like a constant levee. 

Another circumstance: It is mentioned that William King escaped from Cantonment 
Towson, and returned to Niagara. Yet that man, whose guilt was established by many 
witnesses, immediately after he returned, inserted a notice in the papers, that he, Wit 
/ liam King, had returned to the county of Niagara, and if any one had business to transact 
with him, he was ready to wait upon them ! 

And what was the conduct of the brethren towards him? They assembled about him, en- 
circled him, visited him, drank with him, and toasted him, and most kindly sympathized with 
him. So much were they encouraged, that the meetings of their chapter, which had been for 
a -considerable time suspended, were now revived. This, however, was of short duration. 
Since then, that chapter has been as still as the house of death ; and I hope it will ever re- 
main so. 

Turner was convicted of contumacious conduct, and put into the jail of Niagara. The first 
act they did after he was lodged in the cell, was to procure for him certain articles of luxury 
and elegance, with which he was complimented. 

There is another fact, which should excite a blush of shame. Young ladies, the daughters 
of masons, assembled and went to the prison, and visited the young man, while he was im- 
prisoned. When his term expired, a grand cavalcade was formed, and, with a, coach and 
four, drew up to take him from the jail to a public house. Thus ended that farce. 

Here is die sympathy of free-masonry for criminals. It shows itself in every possible form 
and shape. 

What I have mentioned I believe to be matter of fact. I have not attempted tQ exaggerate. 
There are many other interesting facts which I have not mentioned. Time forbids to mention 
them : and there are gentlemen present who are acquainted with the particulars of that out- 
rage, who can furnish facts of the highest importance in addition to those which I have men- 
tioned. 


Digitized by v^ooQle 



142 


DEBATES. 


The Address of the Convention to the People of the United States being under consideration, 

Mr. Morse, of New- Jersey, spoke as follows: 

' Mr. President, — The address reported is just. Masonic obligations are the same in 
all countries; and the man who has assumed them is every where and always a mason. 
Such was the understanding of the writer of the letter to the Honourable Lewis Wil- 
liams, chairman of the committee of claims, in the House of Representatives, attempting 
to bribe him as a member and as a mason. Never have I before heard of this letter. Never 
until this instant have I been apprised that this attempt had been made. But, sir, I know 
the writer personally and masonically ; and I do not wonder at his confidence m the (sup- 
posed) free-masonry of the Hon. Mr. Williams. He had previously experienced tne 
power and fidelity of the craft On the 4th of July, 1827, 1 was introduced to Col. John An- 
derson, at Monroe, on the river Raisin, and on the next day he related to me in substance, the 
following: — When the last war was declared, I was a British subject trading at this place, and 
refused to obey the proclamation of a British commander, summoning his majesty’s subjects to 
return to the territory, and thereby exposed myself to the penalty of treason. As soon as 
Gen. Hull surrendered, a British colonel was charged to arrest me. Fortunately for me, this 
colonel was a mason. “I would give,” smd he, “the Devil his due. He did as he was bound 
by masonic obligations to do, for we both belonged to the society ; he sent on a messenger to 
apprise me of my danger, that I might escape. But what was a day or two for a man to 
close his business in and be off? I had not been gone but a few hours before the British 
colonel arrived, and his soldiers were in my house and store, breaking open chests, &c. I lost 
much property, was compelled to flee to the Scioto in Ohio, Where I was forced to remain all 
winter, and such was the effect upon my mind that it caused my hair at once to turn white.” 

Masonic obligations are the same upon the ocean as among Indians and Canadians: for 
when the son of Benjamin Russell, Esq. grand master of the grand lodge of Massachusetts, 
was made a prisoner (in the late war) and carried into the harbour of Halifax, the British 
masons effected his liberation, as an officer of that grand lodge informed me, on account of the 
masonic standing of his father. 
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Fellow Citizens : 

It is the privilege of freemen to consult together, openly and peaceably, on 
all streets interesting to their common welfare. And so long as the opinion 
of amajority shall prevail) enlightened and frequent consultation, among them, 
will furnish the most efficacious and acceptable means of expelling wrongs, and 
removing fears. Wropgs the most cruel and criminal have been committed, 
and fears the most agitating and well founded, exist, among us. To confei 
together, aqd jtp addr$$? you, upon these evils^and the most wholesome means 
to be adopted for; their suppression, we have been delegated to assemble here, 
by a portion of your countrymen, respectable for their intelligence, and dedicated 
in heart and life, to the free constitutions and laws of our, country. In execu- 
ting the, momentous duties assigned- us, we would proceed, in the ingenuous and 
free spirit of men, who earnestly seek the good of all. 

Facts numerous and authentic, demonstrate the existence* in this community, 
of crimes and dangers, which, upon their first distinct disclosure to honest in- 
quiry, excite equal surprise and solicitude ; and which cannot be reflected upon, 
by any mind imbued with genuine self-respect, and a just regard for human 
rights, without the deepest. abhorrence and alarm. 

Freemasonry is the source of these crimes and danger s. , , 

In 182 6, W illiam Morgan, your free fellow citizen,, was, by highly exalted 
members of the masonic fraternity, with unlawful .violence, seized, — secretly 
transported through the country more than one hundred miles* to a fortress of 
the United States, then in charge of freemasons, who had prepared it for his 
reception,— there imprisoned, several days and nights, against his utmost efforts 
to escape, — and after suffering the most unmanly insults, and the mosfj inhuman 
abuse, he w;as privately murdered. Previously to his seizure, numerous meet- 
ings of freemasons,, in lodges and otherwise, were held for the purpose of con- 
triving and adopting the most certain means of carrying into effect, their unlaw- 
ful objects upon him. These meetings were attended, and the designs of them 
approved, by several hundred of the most respectable and intelligent of the ma- 
sonic brethren. They included legislators, judges, sheriffs, clergymen, generals, 
physicians, and lawyers. And they proceeded in discharge of, what thev 
deemed, their masonic duties . 
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William Morgan was a royal arch mason. And the cause of all this unlaw- 
ful violence agauw^^ his determination to publish the 

secrets of the order. These secrets are now published, partly from manuscripts 
prepared by him, but more extensively from the deliberate testimony of many 
worthy men, who had been initiated further into the dark mysteries of the 
brotherhood, t han he had. The precise motive, which impelled Morgan to the 
determination of publishing, we do not know. As the act was one of confor- 
mity to his highest obligations, and therefore, of distinguished honour, we be- 
lieve the motive to have been good. There is no room to doubt, that other 
meml^s of the institution, being aware of the solemn fate, to which freema- 
sonry had consigned him, for disobedience to its laws, felt themselves driven, 
by the fearful responsibility of membership, most carefully to weigh its objects, 
means, and tendency; and finding these, upon mature examination, to be 
wholly unjustifiable and dangerous, they were impelled, by good will to man, 
by allegiance to our government, and by the natural desire of self-approbation, 
to proclaim its character, and renounce its authority. 

To assist in publishing the secrets of freemasonry a printer was employed. 
Ag ains t him, the malice of the fraternity was conspicuously displayed. While 
the manuscripts of Morgan, with all the printed sheets, were supposed to be in 
the printing office, it was fired, in the night, by a masonic incendiary, with such 
ingenious preparations as were well calculated to insure its speedy destruction, 
with that of all its contents. The office was a wooden building, of which the 
siding immediately under the stairs leading to the printing apartment, was 
smeared over with spirits of turpentine ; and cotton balls, and straw filled with 
the same combustible substance, were scattered around its foundations. The 
fire was discovered almost as soon as applied, and happily extinguished. But 
the reckless determination of the incendiary, and his coadjutors, is farther con- 
firmed, by considering, that a family of ten persons occupied the lower part of 
the building ; while the printer’s assistants, six in number, always slept in the 
upper rooms. The incendiary is known, and was subsequently a principal in 
the murder of Morgan. 

Other evidences of malice against the printer have been manifested. On one 
occasion, large numbers of masonic ruffians, armed with dubs, assembled under 
different leaders, in the night time, in the vicinity of the printing office, with the 
declared purpose of obtaining the intended publication, by violence ; from 
which they were prevented only, by the formidable preparations to defend it, 
made by the printer. On another occasion, a masonic constable accompanied 
and abetted, by a crowd of his brethren, under a false pretence of having a 
c riminal process, for that purpose, arrested him,— carried him to a neighbouring 
village, — there illegally confined him in a lodge room, — assaulted him, and 
threatened him with the fate of Morgan. By the assistance of friends, and the 
exertion of his own active intrepidity, the printer at length escaped. It is a re- 
markable circumstance evincing extensive concert and premeditation, that, on 
the day of this arrest, all the magistrates of the town, where it took place, weie 
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summoned into another town as witnesses, and could not be applied to, for any 
interposition of the civil authority, to preserve the public peace, or to protect the 
rights of die intended victim. For these offences, the constable and several 
others were indicted, and convictech 

The scene of these occurrences was die western part of the state of New 
York.. 

Where the people are intelligent and free, such enormities as those, to which 
we have referred, could not be committed, without producing excitement. 
Every unperverted feeling, and every upright voice, anxiously claimed the im- 
partial and prompt application to them, of the appointed powers of our criminal 
jurisprudence. Then began to draw on, that dark eclipse, upon the vaunted 
lights of freemasonry, which, to the public eye, is rapidly becoming total, and 
through the eternal shadows of which, nothing will be discernible .hereafter, but 
blood. 

In this alarming emergency, the agents of government seemed paralyzed. 
Our public institutions and provisions for the preservation of tranquility, and the 
repression of crime, seemed nugatory. And without the use of other means 
than the law, and its official ministers, the most daring and brutal inroads, upon 
our dearest rights, would have passed off, without effort to understand their 
origin, punish their instruments, or provide against their recurrence. No arts 
were left untried by freemasons to baffle the pursuit of truth, and defeat the ad- 
ministration of justice. The lion’s grip of the order was upon our courts, and 
loyally to that, displaced fealty to the state. 

A large proportion of the constables, justices of the peace, lawyers, judges, 
sheriffs, and juiymen, of the counties where these acts were performed, were 
members of the society, and had taken oaths binding them, in terms, to conceal 
each other’s crimes. The high sheriffs were all masons, and at that time, sum- 
moned as grand jurors, at their discretion, any such men as had the common 
qualifications. In the counties of Genesee and Niagara, where the fraternity 
were most afraid of criminal prosecutions, majorities of freemasons are known 
to have been corruptly returned as grand jurors. And these sheriffs of these 
counties were both indicted, subsequently, as parties to the conspiracy for the 
abduction of Morgan. One of them was tried and convicted; the trial of the 
other has not yet taken place. 

Perceiving that the public functionaries, whose duty it is to initiate proceed- 
ings in criminal cases, were totally inactive, through cowardice or corruption 
the people, who are both the proprietors and beneficiaries of every department 
of government, undertook to inquire and present for themselves, in relation to 
these offences ; with the determination, however, to use, as far as possible, the 
constituted authorities, and in no case, to overstep the rights reserved to them. 
They proceeded, in the generous spirit of men, to whose enlightened views, the 
general safety affords enough of motive and reward, for the most arduous exer- 
tion. They called public meetings, at which honest and intelligent committees 
were raised, to ascertain facts, and aid the public functionaries. And these 
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committees entered with patriotic alacrity, upon the performance of some of the 
most difficult and responsible duties of freemen. Without any emolument, at 
great expense of time and money, in defiance of the most malignant, perseve- 
ring, and ingenious counteraction of freemasons, they suspended their private 
concerns, and gave themselves up to all the labours of a complicated investiga- 
tion. In these proceedings they could obtain no testimony, which was not 
voluntary, they derived no assistance from office, their motives were most veno- 
mously slandered, their conduct belied, and their lives endangered. Still they 
went on, fearlessly, disinterestedly, sagaciously, and successfully. The outrages 
had extended over six counties. It was a singular spectacle, indicative of tho 
safety, and prophetic of the perpetuity, of our free institutions, to see private 
citizens traversing these counties, inquiring anxiously an<ji cautiously, but severe- 
ly, impartially, and persistingly, into all the circumstances of crime* the most 
revolting, for the sole purpose of opening the way most likely to be effectual, for 
their judicial exposure and punishment. 

Whatever could be done by good and wise men, without special lawful autho- 
rity, was performed, by these committees. They ascertained the principal 
facts respecting the kidnapping and murder, both as to the persons directly con- 
cerned in them, and their motives and principles, of action ; and thus laid a 
sure foundation, — not for the lawful conviction and condemnation of those who 
are most guilty; that has hitherto been rendered impossible, by the felon 
sympathies and powerful interposition of freemasonry, — but for the universal 
and endless execration of their crimes, and of the institution in which they 
originated.^ 

Bills of indictment have been found for several of the minor offences ; and 
convictions have followed in a few cases, — upon the confession of the culprits, in 
some, and after protracted trials, in others. But most of those, who have been 
indicted, have been acquitted. In the conduct of these trials, the influence of 
freemasonry has been constantly apparent ; and the whole force of it has been 
exerted to exile truth and justice from thejr most consecrated altars. 

A faithful and able state officer, whose special duty it was made, by law, to 
institute inquiries into these offences, officially reported, in yespect to the pro- 
ceedings of which he had the charge, “ Difficulties which never occurred in any 
other prosecution, have been met at every step. Witnesses have been secreted ; 
they have been sent off into Canada, and into different states of the Union. 
They have been apprised of process being issued to compel their attendance, 
and have been thereby enabled to evade its service.; Iq one instance, after a 
party implicated had been arrested and brought into this state., (New York,) he 
was decoyed from the custody of the individual having him in charge, and finally 
escaped. These occurrences have been so numerous and various as {o, forbid 
the belief, that they are the result of individual effort alone; and^they have 
evinced the concert of so many agents as to indicate an extensive combination 
to screen from punishment, those charged with a participation in the offences 
upon William Morgan.’ 1 A 
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The services of this officer continued for but one year. By other prosecu- 
ting officers, and the committees, to which we have before alluded, many other 
important facts have been ascertained. All the persons engaged, in these out- 
rages, were royal arch masons, at the time of their perpetration, or made so 
immediately after. Many masons called as witnesses, have notoriously com- 
mitted peijury. Others have excused themselves from testifying, by alleging 
that they could not do so, without criminating themselves. Even since the 
time has elapsed, beyond which no prosecution can be lawfully instituted, for. 
any participation in them, not amounting to a capital offence, some witnesses 
have contumaciously refused to be sworn at all ; and others, having taken the 
requisite oath, have repeatedly refused to answer questions decided to be lawful, 
through the alleged fear of self-crimination, and that, after being warned from 
the bench, that they would be guilty of peijury, if they persisted in it, andwere 
not actually implicated in the murder. And yet, all the convicts, and these 
witnesses more infamous than the convicts, are held up, by the exalted and in- 
fluential of the fraternity, as heroes of fidelity to their duly, and victims to the 
prejudices iff their fellow citizens. And they are still retained, as worthy and 
cherished members of the order. 

Morgan’s blood was shed, without any pretence that he had infringed the 
laws of the land, and with little or no private malice, on the part of those 
by whom he fell. The persons most deeply implicated, in the guilt of his fall, 
were industrious, intelligent, and reputable citizens, bound to life and to society, 
by all the usual ties. They did not proceed hastily, nor adopt their ultimate 
decision, without manifest and painful reluctance. Before they took his life, 
they deliberated, earnestly, frequently, and long, upon their masonic obligations. 
These obligations they thought binding. He had certainly and essentially 
violated them. The uhanimous result of all their deliberations was, that he 
must die. And in the understanding of all masonic exposition, as well as of 
common sense, if the obligations were binding, they were right, in their de- 
cision. 

A brave man had determined to reveal th e sec re ts of fr eemasonry ; and as he 
could not be prevented otherwise, his life was taken, in conformity with ma- 
sonic laws. Having gone thus far, in transgression, the titular dignitaries of 
the order had less reluctance in going further. Accordingly, by banter, ridi- 
cule, and misrepresentation, they endeavoured to repress all inquiry into their 
conduct. Finding themselves not wholly successful in this, they prepared, as 
well as they could, for the exigencidfe of that judicial investigation, which they 
were not able to avoid. 

The most prominent of the criminals fled. One of them confessing himself 
stained with the murder, and claiming assistance from a masonic body, in the 
city of New York, received it, and was effectually aided to escape to a foreign 
country. Some confessed themselves guilty of subordinate offences, to prevent 
the examination of witnesses, whom they knew able to establish, in detail, the 
foulest. Able standing counsel were employed, by the fraternity, to defend the 
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Those who were convicted, were subjects of the deepest masonic 
sympathy, and received frequent aids, from organized bodies of their brethren. 

While these various acts identified the institution at large, with the well 
known criminals, and exhibited the true principles of the association, high in- 
dividual masons, and high bodies of the fraternity, were guilty of the grossest 
arts of deception to mislead the public, and save the institution. Thompson 
and Ganson, who were active conspirators in the abduction of Morgan, and 
the outrages accompanying it, signed a notice offering a reward of one hundred 
dollars for the conviction of the offender, who set fire to the printing office ! 
The grand royal arch chapter of the state of New York, resolved that indwidw* 
ally and as a body, they disclaimed all knowledge or approbation of the ab- 
duction of William Morgan. In this grand masonic body upwards of one hun- 
dred and ten chapters were represented, and Eli Bruce and John Whitney were 
members of it, both of whom were afterwards indicted, and convicted of the 
very offence specified in the resolution! And several committees of lodges, 
chapters, and encampments, in public addresses, pretended to surrender their 
charters, in avowed pursuance of public opinion, while in secret, individuals 
employed on these committees, at the time, and afterwards, exerted every influ- 
ence in their control, to sustain the institution. 

What, then, are the extraordinary principles of a society, which requires and 
justifies such extraordinary acts ? 

In all human governments, the principles set forth and adopted, under the 
sanctions of an oath, are regarded as most essential. With the loyal, no others 
are permitted to cancel these. And as they are expressed with the greatest 
attainable perspicuity, the obvious, import of the terms in which they are con- 
veyed, is always that, in which they are to be received. An oath is taken under 
the strongest possible sanction, is intended to be used for the highest purposes, 
and the form of it is adopted by the supreme authority. Hence, the duties 
which it prescribes are of the most imperative obligation. 

When good men join the masonic society, and inconsiderately swear to obey 
its injunctions, without knowing what they are, as every mason does, they 
imagine there .must, of course, be a reservation in favour of all civil and social 
duties. But this is a total mistake. The first oath, and many others in the 
series, fatally precludes it. It is a part of the language of the oaths, that the 
specific engagements contained in them, shall all be performed, “ without any 
mental reservation, equivocation, or self-evasion of mind whatever.” . And any 
brother who does not so perform them, voluntarily subjects himself to the pen- 
alty of death. 

What duties do the masonic oaths impose T 

The entered apprentice swears, “ I will always hail, ever conceal, and never 
reveal any part . . of the secrets ... of freemasonry which I have received, am 
about to receive, or may hereafter be instructed in, dec.” 

The fellow craft swears, “ I will support the constitution iff the grand lodge 
• - 1 . • • and conform to all the by-laws, rules, and regulations of this or any 
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other lodge of whic*»v may become a member . . * . I will obey all i£gtdar signs 
and summons given, handed, sent, or thrown to me, by the hand of a brother 
fellow craft mason, dec.” 

The master mason swears, “ I will not give the grand hailing sign of dis- 
tress, except 1 am in real distress * * . and should 1 ever see that sign given, or 
the word accompanying it, and the person who gave it appearing to be in dis- 
tress, 1 will fly to his relief, at the risk of my life, should there be a greater 
probability of saving his life than of losing my own . . . . 1 will not speak evil 
of a brother mason neither behind his back, nor before his face, but will ap- 
prise him of all approaching danger, if in my power . . . a master mason’s 
secrets given to me in charge as such, and 1 knowing him to be such, shall 
remain as secure and inviolable in my breast as in his own, before communi- 
cated to me, 'murder and treason excepted, and they left at my own election, dtc.” 

The mark master swears, 44 1 will support the constitution of the general 
grand royal arch chapter of the United States: also, the grand royal arch 
chapter of this state, dec.” 

The royal arch mason swears, 44 1 will aid and assist a companion royal arch 
mason, when engaged in any difficulty, and espouse his cause, so far as to ex- 
tricate him from the same, if in my power, whether he be right or wrong. I 
will promote a companion royal arch mason’s political preferment, in preference 
.to another of equal qualifications. A companion royal arch mason’s secrets, 
■ given me in charge as such, and I knowing him to be such, shall remain as 
secure and inviolable, in my breast as in his own, murder and treason not ex- 
cepted, &c.” 

From the first obligation of the thrice illustrious knight of the cross, the can- 
didate under oath receives the following injunctions : 44 To the end of your life, 
you will not, in consideration of gain, interest, or honour, nor with good or bad 
design, ever take any, the least step or measure, or be instrumental in any such 
object, to betray any secret appertaining to the order and degree known among 
masons as the thrice illustrious order of the cross: should you know another to 
violate any essential point of this obligation, you will use your most decided 
endeavours, by the blessing of God, to bring such person to. the strictest and 
. most condign punishment, agreeably to the rules and usages of our ancient fra- 
ternity, and this by pointing him out to the world as an unworthy vagabond, by 
opposing his interest, by deranging his business, by transferring his character 
after him wherever he may go, and by exposing him to the contempt of the 
whole fraternity, and the world, but of our illustrious order more especially, 
during his whole natural life : nothing herein going to prevent yourself, or any 
other, when elected to the dignity of thrice illustrious, from retaining the ritual 
of the order. Should any thrice illustrious knight, or acting officer of any 
council, which may have them in hand, ever require your aid, in any emeigency, 
in defence of the recovery of the said charge, your swear cheerfully to exercise 
all a s sistan ce in his favour, which the nature of the time and place will admit, 
even to the sacrifice of life, liberty, and^roperty, Ac.” From the second obli- 
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gation of the dame degree, the member receives .the following injunctions: 

“ You promise to lead a life as upright and just, in relation to all mankind, aa 
you are capable of ; but in matters of difference, to prefer the interests of a com- 
panion of the order, of a companion's friend, for whom he (deads, to any m ere 
man of the world. You promise never to engage in mean party sbffe, adr 
conspiracies against the government or religion of your country, whereby your 
reputation may suffer, nor ever to associate with dishonourable men,' for a mo- 
ment, except it be to secure the interest of such person, his family, or friends, 
to a companion, whose necessities may require this degradation at your hands, 
&c." From die third obligation of the same degree, the member Swears, " To 
put confidence unlimited in every illustrious brother of the Cross, — never to per- 
mit my political principles to come counter to his, if forbearance and brotherly 
kindness can operate to prevent it, — to look on his enemies as my enemies, Ace." 

In the initiation of acandidate as an elected knight of Nine, he goes through 
the form of murdering a traitor, and swears, “ I will revenge the assassination 
of our worthy master, Hiram Abiff, not only on the murderers, but also, on all 
who may betray the secrets of this degree, &c." 

In the degree of knights adepts of the eagle or ran, there is an exposition 
of masonic emblems. One of these emblems is that of a man peeping, of which 
the exposition is this : u The man peeping, and who was discovered, and seized, 
and conducted to death, is an emblem of those who come to be initiated into 
our secret mysteries through a motive of curiosity, and if so indiscreet as to di- 
vulge their obligations, we are bound to cause their death, and take vengeance 
on the treason by the destruction of the traitor, &c.” 

In the degree of knights of Radosh, the candidate swears 44 to follow at all 
times, and in all points, every matter (hat he is ordered, and prescribed by the 
illustrious knights and grand commander, without any restrictions," and espe- 
cially, 44 to sacrifice the traitors of flfasonry." 

Such are some of the principles expressed in their own language, which are 
adopted in the masonic degrees alluded to, and imposed upon the members, 
under circumstances most indecent, profane and frightful. God is deliberately 
called upon to take notice of the engagements contained in these extracts, and 
his vengeance invoked, by *the member upon himself, if they are not observed: 
and the member pledges his life to the society, to be sacrificed, in the most 
barbarous forms, if he violates them. 

More detestable principles cannot be imagined. They were never embodied 
for any purposes of mere speculation. No human mind is so constituted as to 
derive satisfaction in their contemplation. They excite to crime, and were in- 
tended for the shelter and protection of practical iniquity. Those who make 
them their rules of action, are enemies of the human race. 

To these principles Morgan was a traitor, afed they required his blood* The 
best men of the fraternity, who knew of the treachery, in the strength of their 
infatuated allegiance, became voluntary agents, in effecting the requisition. Af- 
ter the treachery was ascertained, and the fraternity began to move against the I 
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traitor, we see how cunningly adapted the whole masonic machinery is, to dm 
accomplishment of their object With entire impunity. The proof of the authen- 
ticity of the revelations of seceding masons, in which the whole machineiy is 
described, in detail, arising from the disinterested and fehxetaat testimony of a 
thousand original witnesses, is not greater them that arising from the wonderful 
and exclusive fitness of the machinery to produce the results we have witnessed. 
Revealed freemasonry is a stupendous mirror, which reflects, in all their horrors, 
the exact features of that vast spirit of crime, with which this nation is now 
wrestling, for all that makes life desirable. 

The grosser parts of this machinery, are the secrecy, the private signs, pass 
words', tokens, gnps r and ciphers ; the subtler parts are the obligations : and 
the former are valuable only as they are capable of being employed to give effect 
to the latter. The obligations, it will he seen, compelled such as acknowledged 
them, — to passive obedience, — to warn each other of all approaching danger, — 
to conceal each other’s dimes, even the most aggravated,* — to extricate each 
other from difficulty, right or wrong, — to support each other’s reputation in all 
cases, — to oppose the interest and blast the character of unfaithful brethren, — 
to sacrifice the traitors of freemasonry, — to give each other dishonest preferences, 
in matters of difference, over the uninitiated,— and to advance each others 
political preferment in opposition to another. 

The practical efficacy of these obligations ire have seen, — in all the outrages 
committed to suppress Morgan’s publication, including his abduction and mur- 
der, — in the violence upon the printer, and the attempt to bum his office, — in 
the corruption of courts, sheriffs, and juries, — in the perjuries of witnesses, — in 
the libels upon honest individuals, courts, and juries, — in the unlawful spiriting 
away of witnesses, — in the rescue of persons implicated, who were in the custody 
of law,— in the giving of intelligence to those whoVere in danger of being ar- 
rested as parties, or summoned as witnesses, in time for their escape, — in the 
universal and persevering denial of facts, by adhering masons, — in the appro- 
priation of money, by the brethren, individually, and collectively, in aid of the 
convicts and other criminals, — in the employment of standing counsel, by the 
fraternity, for the implicated, — in the abuse of legal forms, county jails, and a 
fortress of the United States to the worst purposes of tyranny, the arbitrary im- 
prisonment of a fellow citizen, — in the good fellowship and sympathy of the 
society with the convicts, — in the contumacious refusal to he sworn in courts by 
some witnesses, who knew the worst, and to answer by others, after being sworn, 
to lawful questions, when the refusal necessarily implied peijury, or participa- 
tion in murder,— and in the political promotion of such numbers of the brethren, 
as is utterly inconsistent with the equal rights of others. 

Can the well informed friends of freedom tolerate a society thus characterized? 
Is it consistent with the theory or practice of our most valued establishments, 
with any authority underived from itself, or any safety, but that of its adhering 
members? It exercises the highest powers of government, raises and appro- 
priates money, makes and executes laws extending to life itself, which each of 
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if subjects, in the sacred form of oaths, voluntarily aband on * to its authority. It 
is a government of high priests, and kings, and illustrious knights, and grand 
commanders* And every person, who maintains connexion with it, in effect, 
renounces all allegiance to other governments* by swearing to perform acts en- 
tirely inconsistent with such allegiance, without any mental reservation what- 
ever. In war, in peace, in all the business of life, every obligated mason, is 
bound to prefer a brother mason to other persons, and masonic duties, to other 
duties. 

Are the masonic obligations landing? The united voice of all moral and 
political philosophy replies in the negative. The obligations of morality are 
incurred anterior to all others : they are imposed by authority absolute, and 
supreme, and can never be remitted. Political obligations are a branch of 
moral, and partake of the same early and divine origin. We have seen, that 
the masonic obligations are opposed to these, and they are self-assumed : all 
self-assumed obligations are posterior, and have no force in opposition to these. 
The nature of all obligation, as applicable to the mind, implies intelligence and 
free will : no authority can impose it, where either of these is wanting. One of 
them is always wanting, and sometimes both, in the oaths of freemasonry. No 
greater absurdity can be imagined than that an immoral engagement is ren- 
dered obligatory, by calling upon God to witness it, and to punish its nonper- 
formance. It supposes that ignorance, vice, and presumption, by adopting the 
form of an oath, may, at will, employ the authority of the Supreme Being, 
against his own most sacred and unchanging laws. 

Do the oaths of freemasonry disqualify for civil trusts? Wherever they are 
regarded as obligatory they do. They are inconsistent with fidelity to the con- 
stitution, under which all our civil trusts are held, and to the support of which 
they oblige us. All foreigners, even the most enlightened, though they may be 
perfectly honest, and capable, though they may reside with us to their life’s end, 
and be practical converts to the truth and beauty of our systems, are disqualified, 
by being the subjects of other governments. By stronger reasons, adhering 
freemasons are disqualified; for there is no government so adverse to ours, as 
theirs is, and none which punishes defection from allegiance with less ceremony, 
or severer penalties. Is it a circumstance in favour of freemasonry, that it 
encourages and supports its subjects in the secret usurpation of public offices 
and honours, to increase its reputation, power and influence ? No man dare take 
upon himself the obligations of freemasonry in public. Or if a being should be 
found hardy enough so to brave the most honoured decencies and duties of life, 
it is not credible, that, in all free judgment, it would not amount to a univer- 
sal civil disqualification. Shall secrecy make it otherwise ? Shall that which is 
always the incontestible badge of shame or guilt, when used to -cover a stand- 
ing pursuit, and permanent relations, recommend those who wear it to the con- 
fidence of open hearted integrity, and in a government of which the first 
principles are publicity, accountability, and jealousy of power? 

The masonic institution makes it the duty of those vho own its authority, in I 
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all cases where other circumstances, in their prepossessed opinion, are equal, to 
prefer the interests of a brother to those of any other citizen. This preference 
is the great purpose of its whole organization, the most distinct impress of its 
entire character* It provides the most crafty and effectual means to make this 
preference available. These means are intended to be kept wholly concealed 
from all those whose equal interests and rights it proscribes : and the more cer- 
tainly to secure this object, it makes high pretensions of promoting the greatest 
of our earthly blessings, science, charity, and religion. All authentic disclosures 
of its history show it to be selfish, circumventive, and hypocritical, and are little 
else than pregnant proofs of its dishonour. Every man, who has taken its ob- 
ligations, and considers them binding, by the clearest intimations of civil pru- 
dence and moral rectitude, is disqualified, for offices of power and honour, out of 
its own unhallowed precincts. 

Supposing only a part of the degrees, to which we have alluded, have been 
taken, such men cannot safely be our generals, for they are bound, even in be- 
half of a foreign enemy, if he be a mason, to give him notice of all approaching 
danger, and to stay the uplifted sword of their country's battle. They cannot 
safely be our negotiators for peace, against the negotiator of a foreign enemy, 
if he be a mason, for they are bound to look on Ms enemies as their enemies, 
and his friends as their friends. They cannot safely be our legislators, for ma- 
sonry impliedly permits them to engage in mean party strife, and conspiracies 
against the government, if they can do so without loss of reputation, — and to 
degrade themselves, by associating with dishonourable men, for the purpose of 
securing their interest, and that of their friends, to a brother, whose necessities 
may require it. They cannot safely be our executive officers, for they are bound 
to aid a brother so as to relieve him from any difficulty, if in their power, 
whether he be right or wrong. They cannot safely be our judges, or jurymen, 
because they are bound to give a brother notice of all approaching danger, and 
even fly to his relief, uponhis givingthem the masonic sign of distress, if there is 
a greater probability of saving his - life than of losing their own, and because 
they are bound to an unlawful partiality, in all matters of difference between 
their brethren and uninitiated. Our laws intend, that all inquiries and deter- 
minations, by grand jurors, sh&Il be without fear, favour, partiality, or hope of 
reward, and that all trials, by petit jurors and judges shall be decided, by the 
evidence and the law applicable thereto, and by nothing else. Freemasonry 
binds her votaries to other, and avowedly partial, grounds of decision. Who 
can describe the sum of injuries and wrongs corruptly inflicted upon the world, 
through the medium of such, offices, by such principles ? In the great freehold 
of our government, to confer such offices upon such men, by those who never 
have assumed the principles, or have cast them off, would be a self-sacrifice 
equally reproachful and disastrous* 

To contrive the true theory of free government, is the proudest evidence of hu- 
man intelligence : to institute such a government, the most glorious achievement A 
of human wisdom: and to sustain it, with unfailing constancy, the greatest 
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monument of human virtue. Our government is the inestimable purchase of 
tiie profound reflection, painful labours, disinterested exertions, and searching 
trials, of all past ages. It is free.. W* believe it to be the best that ever existed, 
because, more Ann any other, is corresponds with the rights, and encourages 
thedutiesofatt man, ever whom it is extended; and thus^more than any other, 
seeks and promotes the improvement and happiness <of its subjects* But our 
government cannot be continued, without the active, strenuous, and ‘constant, 
maintenance of principles directly opposed to those of freemasonry* 

T he first an d most prominent injunc tion of freemasonr y is secre cy. Any 
violation of this it punishes with infamy and death. Secrecy is the shutting up 
of the mind from communion with other minds. And so far as it prevails, in 
relation to any social good, it is selfish, sour, ignorant, and restless. Left abso- 
lutely alone, like a plant separated from the* earth and the air, we should soon 
wither and die. And it would be no matter how soon, for if it were possible to 
keep us in such a state, we should be good for nothing* Our faculties are not 
at aU adapted to it. Hermits are always the most miserable men. Ascetic 
and secluded associations have never been wise, or good, or happy. Neither 
is freemasonry, which inculcates their worst principles, not, in melancholy 
seclusion from the world, but in the heart of it, the more successfully to prey 
upon it; 

A virtuous mind cannot delight in secrecy. Its joy is in communion* We 
are made sociable by nature. Our best affections and our highest faculties 
equally indicate it. For they can neither be expanded into useful action, nor 
carry with them their appropriate rewards, without society. As social beings, 
if we discover useful facts, or important truths, we desire to communicate them 
to all, who are susceptible of benefits from their application. As all the prin- 
ciples Of science, charity, and religion, are susceptible of beneficial application 
to the whole human race, good men and good governments will impose no arti- 
ficial restriction, upon their universal diffusion. On the contraiy, they will 
strenuously exert themselves to promote it. And there is no human praise, 
which imparts so much of the ineffable joy, that will accompany the final mil 
done divinely pronounced upon the virtuous, as that which is the honest fruit of 
such exertions. 

But secrecy is not more hostile to the spreading of useful facts and truths, 
than it is to their discovery. Free inquiry, free discussion, free communication, 
are essential requisites to the most valuable knowledge. In the arts and 
sciences, in ethics and theology, all liberal minds acknowledge their indispen- 
sable importance. In the political conduct of life, their importance is, if possi- 
ble, still more manifest. They am the living foundations of our government, 
which would be speedily dissolved, in Mood, without them. No man has ever 
yet sufficiently valued them : for they alone can safely be relied upon, to open 
and illuminate all the paths, in which the majestic power <of public opinion dis- 
plays itself. ^But freemasonry is opposed to free inquiry, free discussion, and 
free eommuntcation. Its great fear is publieity, its best virtue, silence?) It pro- 
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fesses to have inestimable treasures of social benefits, which it refuses to dis- 
close to any but the small number of its devoted followers In reference to all 
others, instead of employing, to communicate them, the various languages, in 
which all the patriotism and . piety, die joys and sorrows, the useful discoveries 
and honourable designs, the undying thoughts and unfading hopes of the whole 
human family have been expressed, it conceals them, by subStitutinfg barba- 
rous signs and uncouth ciphers. It first enslaves the mind by the chain of 
secrecy, then debases it by injurious ceremonies and vile principles, and finally 
insults it by mock tides and simulated virtues. It is incompetent to the sup- 
port of any valuable object There is no real duty, no honest enjoyment, nb 
benevolent purpose, which cannot better be aefeomplished without it. It is a 
fit system for the outlaws of humanity and hope, hating the world, and making 
war uponiit. With a misanthropic caution it exclddes all the helpless and in- 
firm from its communion, and with the stimulated ingenuity of experienced and 
impenitent guilt, it provides against detection and exposure. Its existence in 
our country is the greatest anomaly of modern times; and it is to be- accounted 
for only, by the unsuspecting confidence in their fellow citizens, natural to men 
conscious of their liberty. Aware of this trait in the character of our people, 
designing members of the fraternity, and those who are weak enough to find 
pleasure in its fantastic frivolities and bloated tides, have lengthened its cords 
till they now probably embrace more than a hundred thousand of our coun- 
trymen. 

Of- this number* we cannot doubt, that a large proportion cherish no 1 part of 
the spirit of the institution. Invited to join it, by its lofty pretensions, in early 
life they entered its threshhold. And, although disgusted at every step, for 
die purpose of understanding an institution, which they had once consented to 
enter, they suffered themselves to be raised to the second or third degree. 
Nothing could induce 'them to go further. Such were most of the riiasons, 
whose illustrious names have been so often abusively and boastfully arrayed, 
to shield the institution from the consuming reprobation now every where pro- 
voked against it, in' unprejudiced minds, by its full and accurate exposure. 
These men in the bottom of their souls have all renounced it. 

| But there are other members of veiy different character, who adhere to it, 
with a tenacity exactly proportioned to their estimate of its adaptation to their 
evil designs. Washington represented it as^capable of being employed for the 
basest purposes, and never visited a lodge, but once or twice, in the last thirty 
years.of hk life. • * ' 

We live in an age of singular interest* and are the depi&itories of immeasu- 
rable responsibilities. Our ancestors voluntarily left their native seats, — broke 
up the strong and amiable ties of local association, — tore themselves from all 
their kindred, in spite of the absorbing and ingrained affections of consanguinity, 
and planted themselves, in the most secluded and dangerouk wastes of nature. 

. All the privations and sufferings of this course, they heroically mtet and endured* 
to preserve the rights of the mind. In these are to be found all the springs of 
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liberty, civil and religious. And they constitute the only incorruptible wealth 
of the mated, and uncreated, universe. By asserting them and preserving 
them with unparalleled and holy fortitude, our ancestors laid a sure foundation 
for a most unsullied and constantly increasing feme. All social action is com 
taendable, or the reverse, as it advances or opposes these rights. Falsehood, 

. injustice, cruelty, oppression, murder, treason, and every other imaginable 
crime, implies hostility to them, and is therefore to be resisted and subdued. 

These afe the great truths, taught by our early history. And profoundly 
impressed upon the minds of our citizens, they cannot be eradicated. One of 
the important inferences from them is, that individuals are not die property of 
government, but government the property of individuals, who have a right 
to modify, change, or abolish it, as a majority of those, who constitute it, may 
think most conducive to the common welfare. In support of this inference, our 
\ revolutionary war was waged, and our civil constitutions adopted. And these 
glorious events, while they have sent us forward, with unparalleled vigour and 
celerity in the road of improvement, have opened new prospects and awakened 
higher hopes, in the’great family of nations. Following our example, the peo- 
ple are, every where, gradually understanding and claiming their rights. The 
arrogant pretenders to arbitrary power are sinking into comparative disesteem. 
And the only just government of human origin, that of public opinion, is uni- 
versally raising on high, and spreading abroad, the welcome and protecting 
* ensigns of her supremacy. 

To this government freemasonry is wholly opposed. It requires unresisting 
submission to its own authority in contempt of public opinion, — the claims of 
conscience, — and the rights of private judgment. It would dam up the majestic 
\ current of improving thoughts, among all its subjects throngnout the earth, by 
restricting beneficial communication. In attempting to do this. it has stained 
our countiy with a brother’s blood, tempted many of our influential citizens 
into the most degrading forms of falsehood, and burst away, with its powers 
undiminished, its vengeance provoked, and its polluti ms manifest, from the 
strong arm of distributive justice. 

It is one of the striking evidences of the wisdom of the framers of our con- 
stitution, and a bright presage of its perpetuity, that it is fit for all emergencies. 
It contains provisions, which are abundantly adequate to the subversion of free- 
masonry. Perfectly convinced, that such a subversion must be effected or oar 
liberties wrested from us, let us inquire, what are these provisions ! 

They cannot be found in our state legislatures, or in that of the union. The 
great object of legislation among us is to secure die rights, and promote the im- 
provement of the people. To do this, the powers to legislate are defined and 
delegated. And these powers must not be transcended, or legislation would 
become usurpation. Against such usurpation suitable checks are contrived, and 
the people entertain a conservative jealousy. 

All valuable discoveries, and beneficent exertions, originate with individuals. 
To perfect these, and apply them to practical improvement, men must be free. 


Digitized by v^ooQle 



ADDRESS. 


17 


150] 

i They must be permitted to associate as they please. To prevent them from 
meeting together and communicating, according to their own inclinations, either 
[ secretly or openly, by legislation, would be, to shut out the most useful labours 
and the purest enjoyments of life. But for eveiy encroachment upon the rights 
of others, men must be answerable to some competent tribunal, or all, for winch 
governments are instituted, would be insecure. Such a tribunal cannot be a 
legislature. 

The means of overthrowing freemasonry cannot be found in any, or in all, 

| of our executive authorities. These are discreetly restrained within limits en- 
tirely too narrow for such an effect. 

m They cannot be found in our judicial establishments. To these we are ac- 
customed to look as the sacred shield of right, the inviolable refuge of innocence, 
and the steadfast avenger of guilt. They are the most trusted of our govern- 
mental departments. The qualities intended to be combined in them, of know- 
ledge, disinterestedness, and firmness ; the powers and duties, with which they 
are invested, to inquire, to deliberate, and to determine ; and the means placed 
in their hands, to enforce their determinations, upon all the wide range of pre- 
cious interests committed to their care, make them the most venerable and august 
of human institutions. They come up, in the estimation of good men, and in 
the holiest attributes of earthly power, next to the sovereign people themselves. 
But against freemasonry, the most alarming experience proves their ministry to 
be unavailing. The same jealousy of delegated authority, which our spirit of 
| liberty applies to legislative and executive functions, it also applies, in some 
degree, to those of our courts of justice. The disabilities imposed by the peo- 
ple, to prevent oppression, upon eveiy branch of power, carved out of the great 
aggregate of the national power, constitute the true reason, why all the branches 
referred to, are insufficient to exterminate the evils of freemasonry. But it does 
not, therefore, follow, that no sufficient means exist. They do exist. They 
belong to this nation by titles, which we deem forever indefeasible. They are 
derived directly from the Most High. They have been in our possession, from 
the commencement of our history, though sometimes defended by blood. They 
consist in the just exercise of the rights reserved by the people to themselves, 
as the great constituent, supervising proprietors of the republic. 

In the first address of Mr. Jefferson, as president of the United States, he 
denominates 14 the right of election by the people a mild and safe corrective of 
abuses, which are lopped by the sword of revolution, where peaceable remedies 
are unprovided.” This is the only adequate corrective of freemasonry, — that 
prolific source of the worst abuses. And to this we must resort. 

The abuses of which we complain involve the highest crimes, of which man 
can be guilty, because they indicate the deepest malice, and the most fatal aim. 
They bespeak the most imminent danger, because they have proceeded from 
a conspiracy more numerous and better organized for mischief, than any other 
detailed in the records of man, and yet, though exposed, maintaining itself, in all 
| its monstrous power* That murder has been committed, is now acknowledged 
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by all. That it has been so committed, and the malefactors have acted ufpkr such 
authority, and have been so aided and comforted, as to carry the guilt of treason, 
cannot be doubted. Protection from these crimes, is the first duty of govern- 
ment, and the objectfor which it is invested with its highest powers. But pro- 
tection cannot be secured, by the ordinary means* Shall it therefore be aban- 
doned! Shall we forego, in behalf of freemasonry, or through fear of it, the 
primaiy purpose of civil organization ? If we are true to ourselves it is certain 
we Weed not forego it ; we can practically enfor^ it: for the rights of election 
remain. In these may be found full means, — not of punishing the criminals^—* 
but of precluding any repetition of their crimes,— of giving us that security 
against 1 them, which is better than punishment, which is, indeed, the only pro- 
per object of all human punishment. The use of these means we advocate. 
Our adversaries reprobate it, and represent it as oppressive and persecuting. 

The exercise of the elective franchise is as much a function of our govern- 
ment as any one performed, by legislatures, executive magistrates, or judges. 
And the honest, intelligent, and fearless use of it, by all to whom it pertains, is 
as much a duty, in eveiy case, as a similar use of other functions is, in any case, 
by those to whom they pertain. Such a use of the elective function is the duty 
most imperious, because it is the great corrective, in the last resort, of all other 
functions. 

To say that the powers of government should npt be applied to the masonic 
outrages at all, would be so preposterous, as justly to excite suspicion of being 
implicated in them. Besides, it is now too late for any persons to say this with 
consistency ; for since the inadequacy of all judicial application to them has 
been apparent, even adhering freemasons say, it was not improper to appeal 
to the courts : “ punish the guily.” But if it was proper to appeal to the courts, 
in the first place, and that appeal has been rendered nugatory, by the criminal 
interference of freemasonry, the reason for appealing to the powers of. govern- 
ment against the outrages, is immeasurably strengthened, not diminished. T^ere 
is, therefore, no impropriety in resorting to the elective franchise to correct the 
evils of freemasonry. / It invades no man’s rights. It gives no man reason to 
complain. It is no more disreputable than it is to resort to a legislature, or a 
court of law, for the correction of an evil, which they were instituted to redress. 
Would it be tolerated, for a moment, to stigmatize as oppression and perse- 
cution, a resoit to our legislators, for the passage of a law to promote the public 
security, of to, our judicial tribunals, for the punishment of crime ? Neither can 
it be, thus to stigmatize a resort to the elective franchise, for the abolishing of 
freemasonry, which is fatal to all security, and the veiy chamal house of crime. 

If freemasonry ought to be abolished, it should certainly be so abolished as to 
. prevent its restoration. No means of doing this can be conceived go.^ompetent 
as those furnished by the ballot boxes. These means are commended to our 
r adoption, by the most urgent considerations, by their mildness, their safety, their 
sufficiency, and the tested insufficiency of all others. They are the means pro- 
vided, by the most venerated of our political fathers. Who shall disparage them ? 
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Whoever is opposed to freemasonry and really desires its extinction, Inust use them, 
or confess himself a slave or tyrant. To extinguish it, by violence, would be tyran- 
ny, if it were possible. To extinguish it, by the expression of honest convictions 
against it, would not be tyranny, but it cannot be accomplished, unless a majority 
unite in such expression; and whether they do or not, cannot be ascertained, 
without a general vote. To desire its extinction, and do nothing to effect it, must 
proceed from indolence, fear, or the imagined force of assumed obligations in 
its favour, either of which amftints to a degrading slavery. To such slavery 
who is willing to submit 1 In truth none, who are not opposed to using every 
other hieans against it, are opposed to using our elective rights against it ; and 
those who are opposed to using our elective rights against it, uniformly use ^ 
their elective rights in its favour. The higher freemasons are expressly sworn 
to do it. Thus tljey adopt a conduct, which they stigmatize in us, as oppres- 
sive and persecuting, and which is so, when adopted secretly, by virtue of un- 
lawM obligations, and in favour of a class of citizens, who associate for secu- 
ring to themselves unequal privileges. 

Anti-masons would defend their rights, the laws of their country, and the 
most sacred treasures of liberty, from a fearful assault. Seeking to preserve 
and perpetuate all the blessings intended to be secured, by our government, 
they would proceed, in the spirit of strict conformity with its provisions. And 
they invite all, who appreciate these blessings, to join them. They have no 
secret purposes to accomplish, —no selfish objects to promote, — no time, nor 
means to cast away, in idle ostentation, or for useless notoriety. — They knowj 
the country is in danger ; and they come forth, from their retirements, to shield 
it. On their farms, in their shops, at their counters, in their offices, and at 
their desks, they have heard the wail of the bereaved widow and orphans, and, 
feeling the sympathies of humanity, they have inquired how they became so. 
The answer to this inquiry, and the history connected with it, gave them their 
distinctive appellation, and compelled them publicly and openly to unite, for 
defending the most essential objects of society. Attached to their government, 
by conviction, habit, duty, and hope, they cannot patiently see its walls of pro- 
tection overthrown, its principles undermined, or its power derided. Iri their 
minds, no names of human majesty are so dignified as that of freeman, no earthly 
interests so valuable as those of the nation, and no course of action so sure to 
be commendable as that, which invites public scrutiny, and is held to a just 
accountability. Murder and treason they cannot help regarding with abhor- 
rence, however' disguised ; and will resist, whoever may perpetrate or abet them. 
Their chosen weapon of resistance is the right of suffrage,— a'weapon of equal 
power in every freeman’s hand, and which is so tempered, as they trust, in the 
armory of patriotism, that neither the keen nor solid of freemasonry may resist 
its edge. ' . 

Fellow citizens, are we called to be anti-masons by the best feelings of our 
nature ?* Are our objects the highest that can effect the civil character 1 Are our 

means the most approved and indispensable 1 Unite \Vith us, — not for oar sakes, 
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but your own.-r-Aid us in working out the redemption of our country from free- 
masonry. We are misrepresented and calumniated, as the chief public means 
of defeating the cause we have espoused. Examine by whom, and inquire into 
their motives. Be not deceived. If individuals among us are in fault, through 
ignorance, or passion, or interest, or profligacy, refuse them your confidence. 
But do not, therefore, betray your rights, and those of your country ; nor let 
those beguile you into their support, who prefer secrecy to publicity, and free- 
masonry to republicanism. We are for practical, jpaceable, and most necessary 
reform, — not for the destruction^but the establishment of right. Freedom, in 
every beneficial sense, is the soul of anti-masonry. 

Further revelations of the ceremonies and principles of freemasonry are not 
required ; for these are perfectly exposed ; and the exposition is so confirmed, 
as to be incapable of material modification. It will go down to all posterity 
among the undoubted records of imposture and guilt. But we cannot suppress 
our anxiety to commend our cause to the decided confidence, and active support, 
of all the nominal members of the fraternity. Among such, there are many, 
who have long possessed, and who still possess, our high esteem ; and to whom 
we are attached, by the bonds of the most inseparable and holy brotherhood, 
those of a common nature, common wants, and a common destiny. We 
earnestly invite them to come out, with us, in defence of our common interests. 
Our course has been adopted after diligent inquiry into facts, and an honest 
comparison of freemasonry with the first principles of civil order ; and we have 
no misgivings. We respectfully suggest to them similar inquiry and compari- 
son. In proportion as men do this, we find our numbers increasing, and, 
knowing the inquisitive character of the people of the United States, it is scarcely 
more in our power, than it is in our wish, to exclude the anticipation of success. 
We know freemasonry cannot meet with their deliberate approval. When it 
was least suspected of evil, and highest in its harlequin attractions, — when that 
holiness to the Lord, which is inscribed upon its gaudy garniture, and that 
charity with which its dark chambers are labelled, had not been publicly detected 
as wholly counterfeit,— we know it was not a subject of their complacent re- 
gard. Shall the crimes with which it is now inofiafteably branded, and the 
pertinacity with which it justifies them, pass without their condemnation and 
rebuke ? Shall that abuse of their confidence, which first brought their names 
into connexion with the mountebank retainers of the order, be an argument for 
sustaining the mountebanks, when their party coloured garments are seen drip- 
ping with the blood of innocence* and we perceive their power to strike away 
all the pledges of our common safety I 

We know that the private opinions of such members concur with ours. We 
beseech them to concur with us in giving, to those opinions, a public and decided 
expression ; for that will make them effectual to the only end we have at heart, 
the overthrow of freemasonry. We want not, and we expect not, the aid of 
the sinister, or the dissolute ; of the slaves of office, of prejudice, of vioe, nr of 
faction. But we anxiously covet the association of all, who are willing on all, 
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occasions, and at all times, through evil report, and through good report, to con- 
tend for the great interests of truth, and justic^and freedom, and that security 
intended to be conferred, upon these interests, ^y our laws and constitutions. 
'With such we are proud to labour, and, if need be, willing to suffer: for we 
shall not labour and suffer in vain. But we perceive, on all sides, the presages 
of our success ; in the unspeakable importance of our cause ; in the intelligence 
and self-respect of our fellow citizens ; in the peaceable and just means, with 
which alone, we mean to prorrilte it ; in the favouring sympathies of the enlight- 
ened and wise of every name and clime ; and in the undergoing, insuppressive, 
and inspiring hope, with which we may seek, for it, the protection of that 
Great Being, in whose hands are all the allotments of nations, and'whose law 
is that of perfect liberty. 
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